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1
1.1

1.3

Introduction

Conservation area appraisals identify and describe the features which
contribute to the special architectural or historic interest of a conservation
area. As a Supplementary Planning Document, the appraisal is a ‘material
consideration’ in the determination of planning decisions, and as such the
information contained within the document should be used to manage
change in a manner sensitive to the character and appearance of the
conservation area.

Why has this document been produced?

Daventry District Council is currently undertaking reviews of existing
conservation areas within the District, and assessing the designation of
new conservation areas where appropriate.

A Management Plan for the conservation area has also been produced,
which can be found at Section 11. The appraisal identifies both positive
elements of the conservation area and those under threat.
Recommendations have been provided in the Management Plan to
address any specific issues identified in the appraisal and to guide the
future management of the conservation area.

The village of Great Brington contains a designated conservation area,
which was made in 1990 and comprises the majority of the historic core of
the settlement. The boundary was reviewed in 2020-21 but no changes
were made. This appraisal was adopted at that time. This appraisal and
management plan seeks to describe that special interest and make
recommendations for the enhancement of the conservation area.

This appraisal has been produced in accordance with current guidance
from Historic England Conservation Area Appraisal, Designation and
Management 2019, as well as national and local policy and legislation.

A public exhibition was held to inform this document. Further information
on the consultation process is set out in Section 1.4 below.

1.2

What is the purpose of this document?

What status does this document have?

1.4

Public Consultation

This final document has been informed by several rounds of public
consultation. Following an initial well attended exhibition in the Great
Brington Reading Room, officers also attended the Great Brington Parish
Council meeting in June 2019. An online consultation session was held via
Zoom on 8th December 2020, attended by members of the public.

This document has been adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document.
As such it is a material planning consideration in the determination of
future planning decisions.
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1.5

A list of all designated heritage assets in the conservation area can be
found at Appendix A.

How is this document structured?

The appraisal begins with an introduction to conservation areas and
background policy and legislation at Section 2. Details of the conservation
area boundary can be found in Section 3, followed by a Summary of
Special Interest for the conservation area. Section 4 provides information
on the location of the conservation area and its wider landscape context,
whilst Section 5 contains a brief explanation of the historic development of
the conservation area including historic mapping. A spatial analysis is set
out in Section 6, including examination of the contribution of important
green spaces, areas of archaeological potential, views and an open space
analysis.

1.6

Who is this document intended for?

This document is intended for anyone with an interest in development
which may affect the character or appearance of the Great Brington
Conservation Area. This includes, but is not limited to, homeowners,
developers, statutory undertakers, planning officers and inspectors.

Following on from this, Section 7 provides details on local architectural
styles, materials and building forms, including boundary treatments.
Section 8 expands on this, setting out design guidelines within the
conservation area.
Section 9 sets out opportunities to enhance the character and appearance
of the conservation area, based on the findings of the review. This includes
proposals for Article 4 Directions and Local List candidates.
A Management Plan is set out in Section 10. This plan takes forward the
findings of the appraisal and sets out threats and corresponding
recommendations to aid future management of the conservation area.
Sources, further reading and information as well as copyright details can
be found following the Management Plan.
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2

Policy and Legislation

to stop development, but rather to manage change in a way which
preserves rather than erodes the qualities which make it special.

2.1

What is a conservation area?

The National Planning Policy Framework (2019, paragraph 185) also
encourages Daventry District Council to provide a positive strategy for
conservation, allowing for,

A conservation area can be defined as an

“…area of special architectural or historic interest, the
character and appearance of which it is desirable to
preserve or enhance”.



the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of
heritage assets;



the wider social, cultural and economic benefits which the
conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment can
bring; and



the desirability of new development making a positive
contribution to the local character and distinctiveness; and



the opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the
historic environment to the character of a place.

Section 69 Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.

These areas contain features and characteristics which make them unique,
locally distinctive, historic places. Conservation areas can take many and
varied forms; those in Daventry District are largely centred on rural
villages, but also include several historic parks, the Grand Union and
Oxford Canals, Daventry Town Centre, and the Daventry Reservoir.

2.2

2.3 What does it mean to live and work in a conservation
area?

Why do we designate conservation areas?

Whilst living or working in a conservation area means some extra planning
considerations, these exist to care for the historic or architectural features
which contribute to a place’s special character. Conservation area controls
are most likely to affect owners who wish to undertake works to the
outside of their building or trees on their property.

Conservation areas protect our nation’s distinct, local heritage. Daventry
District Council has an obligation to asses and designate areas of special
architectural or historic interest as conservation areas. In undertaking this
duty, the Council must then pay special attention to the desirability of
preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of designated
conservation areas. The intention of conservation area designation is not
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Demolition

particular permitted development rights. The result is that planning
permission is required for these changes. Daventry District Council is
exploring the possible use of Article 4 Directions as part of this
conservation area appraisals project. See page 36 for more information.

If you wish to demolish a building within a conservation area you will need
planning permission.
Trees

If you are considering undertaking work to your property and are unsure
about whether it requires permission, please contact the District Council
at plancare@daventrydc.gov.uk. Please note that works may also require
Listed Building Consent.

If you wish to cut down, top or lop any tree over 75mm in diameter at
1.5m above ground, you must inform Daventry District Council six weeks
before work begins. This allows the authority to consider the contribution
the tree makes to the character of the area and if necessary create a Tree
Preservation Order to protect it.

A Village Design Statement for Great Brington was prepared in April 2018
which was adopted by Daventry District Council as a supplementary
planning document and is therefore also a material consideration in the
determination of planning decisions.

Other works
Some works within conservation areas require planning permission:


Cladding the exterior of a house;



Any side extensions or rear extensions of more than one storey;



Alterations to roofs, including dormer windows;



The installation or satellite dishes and antennae;



Demolition or erection of walls, gates and fences over 1m in
height adjacent to a public highway.

2.4

Further Information

Further information regarding conservation areas can be found on our
website at www.daventrydc.gov.uk/ConservationAreas. For advice relating
to development within conservation areas, please contact the District
Council’s Development Management department via
Email: plancare@daventrydc.gov.uk or
Telephone: 01327 871100.

Other minor works remain as ‘permitted development’ within
conservation areas, including the replacement of windows and doors.

Information and advice for those living and working within conservation
areas can also be found on the Historic England website at:

Where such changes would harm local character the District Council can
introduce special controls, known as Article 4 directions, that withdraw

www.historicengland.org.uk/advice/your-home/owning-historicproperty/conservation-area/.
7

3



Summary of Special Interest

Special architectural or historic interest can manifest in a variety of forms.
Current guidance from Historic England sets out types of special interest
which have led to designation, including;








Areas with high numbers of designated heritage assets, and a
variety of architectural styles and historic associations
Those linked to a particular industry or individual with a particular
local interest
Where an earlier, historically significant, layout is visible in the
modern street pattern
Where a particular style of architecture or traditional building
materials predominate
Areas designated because of the quality of the public realm or a
spatial element, such as a design form or settlement pattern,
green spaces which are an essential component of a wider historic
area, and historic parks and gardens and other designed
landscapes, including those on the Historic England Register of
parks and gardens of special historic interest.









The special interest of the Great Brington Conservation Area derives
from the following key characteristics:




There are twenty-three listed buildings within the conservation
area and two registered ancient monuments (the village cross and
the Spencer Chapel).
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There is a varied selection of architectural styles and materials
including vernacular ironstone and locally produced red bricks,
which reflects the village’s development as an agricultural
settlement and its association with the neighbouring Althorp
estate.
The village retains many feature buildings with traditional
thatched rooves which are protected and maintained.
Retention of the historic street pattern that can be traced back to
at least the 17th century, this includes the three major streets of
Main Street, Whilton Road and Back Lane. The gradual evolution
of the retained roads and lanes means that they remain narrow
throughout the village and have a quintessentially rural character.
There are many mature trees throughout the conservation area
including two which are individually protected and a protected
group along Back Lane.
The historic Church of St. Mary’s is a key local feature within the
village – it is visible from various locations from within and outside
the conservation area.
There are a number of other excellent views out to the
surrounding landscape due to the village’s elevated position, and a
mix of characterful views along the winding streets and at open
spaces such as the green.
The contribution of landscape features such as the historic and
dramatic ridge and furrow which stretches out to the south and
west of the village.
The contribution of the adjacent historic park and garden of
Althorp, connected to the village by the registered avenue of trees
leading to St Mary’s Church.

4

Location and Settlement Context

Great Brington is located approximately 7 miles to the east of Daventry
and sits in a geological area of deposits made up of sand and gravel,
making it a suitable area for early (pre-medieval) settlement.
The topography of Great Brington is characterised by the gentle western
slopes and the contrasting, dramatic, rolling hills to the north east of the
village. The village itself lies on a plateau with an elevated ridgeline to the
north which runs along the Whilton Road. To the north of this ridgeline the
steep hills fall away from St Mary’s churchyard with excellent views across
the landscape towards East Haddon and Holdenby.
To the south east of the village the main landscape features are those of
the grade II* registered Althorp Park. This includes the formal avenue of
trees stretching from St Mary’s Church towards the estate, and the more
distant heathland formed of tree belts and plantations around the west of
Althorp and Harlestone.
The vernacular building materials within the village include ironstones,
limestones and red brick which are all locally sourced. Evidence of local
quarrying remains at The Pound in the form of large ditches which can be
seen from local footpaths.
Figure 2 Location map. Source: Ordnance Survey Mapping.
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4.1 2020
review
An area of study
for the review
undertaken in
2020 is shown
on the map
below. The
conservation
area as
designated in
March 2021 is
show in yellow.

Figure 3 Map showing area of study and conservation area.
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4.2 Current Conservation Area Boundary and Designations

Part of the
Althorp
Registered
Historic Park
and Garden

Current Conservation Area 2021
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Figure 4 Map showing current designations.
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east of Brington Parish, Althorp became a significant influence on the
development of the village.2

Historic Development

Prehistoric, Roman and Anglo-Saxon Periods

The grade I listed St Mary’s Church dates from the 13th century, with later
remodelling, and there is a suggestion that the footings of its tower are
the foundations of an earlier beacon on the site, given its prominent
position within the landscape. Standing on the adjacent green is the grade
II listed and scheduled village cross, which most likely dates from the early
14th century. Village crosses were often situated in locations used for local
religious or secular ceremonies, or near to places used for trade and
commerce. At Great Brington the cross is located at a major historic road
junction in the village.

Mattingly notes that the area around the Bringtons has been settled by
farming populations for several thousand years1. Possible indication of an
Iron-Age settlement has been proposed to the south east of the village; in
1980 an aerial photographic survey of the area noted linear features
bounded by hedgerows (now removed) suggesting prehistoric enclosures.
Furthermore, the route of a possible Roman road travelling from Whilton
through to the Brington-Haddon road has been proposed to the north of
the settlement from aerial photography captured in 1996.

It is probable that the street layout of the village today was largely laid out
in the medieval period; it follows a typical linear plan along Main Street,
with Back Lane developing parallel to Main Street to the west. Main Street
looks to have grown from two open spaces, one around the church and
one to the south now known as The Green.

The name Great Brington is derived from an Anglo-Saxon term meaning
‘Bryni’s farm or village’ suggesting that agricultural settlement has
certainly been focussed in this location for at least a millennium.
Medieval period through to the 18th century

The earliest extant mapping for the area is a later copy of an estate map
with a suggested date of 1748. This map gives indication of the agricultural
development of the village, including rural tenement plots and closes or
paddocks. The indication of medieval tofting and crofting developments on
Main Street and Back Lane can be seen on this map in the form of long,
narrow, parallel plots, often with a slight curvature and buildings set close
to the road. The common fields of Great Brington were enclosed in 1742,
however the 1748 map also shows many irregular enclosures, most likely
pre-parliamentary, some of which were later regularised and are still

Great Brington, and its neighbouring village of Little Brington, appear in
the Domesday Book of 1086 where the villages are noted as having a
medium population of fifteen households.
Small scale farming was carried out in a subsistence manner from around
the years 1000-1500, as the geology in the area proved to be beneficial in
the development of settlements, the nature of the local clay soil lending
itself to grazing and the rearing of livestock. The beneficial grazing land led
to the fortuitous beginnings of the noted Althorp Estate. Located to the

1

2

Mattingly (1997), p.7
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Mattingly (1997), p.2

retained such as Kimbels Field, the paddocks to the rear Green Meadow
and the coaching inn, and the paddocks to the rear of No.70 Whilton Road
and Nos. 51-58 Main Street.

subsequently been demolished, particularly on Back Lane and at the
northern end of Main Street. Some of those on Back Lane may have been
removed in the 19th century to accommodate the new Brington Grange.
On the opposite side of Back Lane, there are visible mounds in the
paddock where numerous buildings stood in 1748, and their below ground
remains could still be extant. Judging by their orientation, those which
were demolished at the north of Main Street may have been squatter
cottages erected on common grazing land. The demolition of these latter
properties has left some open space to the north of Dairy Farm, which is
currently used for parking.

The pre-19th century village vernacular has a strong coherent character,
consisting of coursed-stone building, often timber framed, with thatched
roofs. Typically these properties are two storeys with a simple rectangular
plan, sometimes with later additions such as cross wings. These are
concentrated on Hamilton Lane, Main Street and Whilton Road. The
earliest domestic property in the conservation area is grade II listed house
The Last Straw which lies to the south of Main Street off Hamilton Lane.
The building shows evidence of a cruck-framed, hall-house construction,
with later additions from the 17th and 19th centuries and some substantial
work undertaken in the 2000s after a fire damaged much of the property.
Birchfield Farmhouse, also on Hamilton Lane, is a timber framed stone and
thatch property which dates to the 16th century. The grade II listed Nos.7374 Whilton Road date to the 17th century, also constructed with coursed
stone, but the thatch has been replaced with clay tile in this case, likely
sometime in the 19th century. Similar properties dating from the 17th-18th
centuries include the grade II listed Fox and Hounds pub (with separately
listed grade II stables to the rear) on Main Street and the adjacent grade II
listed Nos.46, 47, and 48 Main Street. At the northern end of Main Street,
Nos.60, 61 and 63 are all stone and thatch dwellings dating to the 17th-18th
centuries, and are also grade II listed. There are several examples of
similar, non-listed, properties likely dating to at least the 18th century as
they appear on the 1748 copy map, and also display stone and thatch
construction. This includes No.59 and Dairy Farm, Main Street, Beards
Cottage, Whilton Road and possibly also parts of No. 72, Whilton Road.
There are a number of properties shown on the 1748 map which have

Remains of ridge and furrow which could date in part to the medieval
period surround the village and are particularly prominent to the south
and east of the settlement. They remain as visible interlocked furlongs
with the characteristic reverse-s formation, providing evidence of early
agricultural practice and the open field system.
The surviving ridge and furrow to the south of the village remains in a
particularly good condition, covering approximately 39 acres.
A detailed diagram of strip fields is provided in Aspects of Brington, p.106,
Fig. 88, showing the extent of the open field system and the historic
enclosures within the village.
19th-21st century
A tithe map of 1840 shows some of these enclosures have been
amalgamated to varying degrees, such as the toft and croft plots on Back
Lane and Main Street. By this time, the northern green to the west of the
church has also changed, with the loss of the cottage located near the site
of the village cross. The possible squatters’ buildings on the opposite side
13

of the road also appear to have been separated from the highway by 1840.
These have been demolished by the time of the 1885 map.

The village Reading Room was constructed in around 1850 for local infant
schooling, with an attached schoolmaster’s house and pigsty.

Demolition also appears to have occurred on Back Lane, firstly to the rear
of Beard’s Cottage by 1840. The paddocks that remain show evidence of
possible building platforms in the form of undulating ditches and humps.
Brington Grange was likely constructed in the mid-19th century (certainly
prior to the mapping of 1885), which also resulted in the demolition of a
number of buildings on that side of Back Lane also.

1st edition Ordnance Survey mapping clearly indicates the route of the
planted avenue extending from St Mary’s Church to Althorp in the east.
Although this is the first map to show trees, it is possible that the avenue
dates from the late 18th century when substantial alterations were made
to the parkland, and that it has been subsequently maintained and
replanted to retain its form.

Small scale industrial activity including gravel quarrying and sand
extraction occurred in the village for local building, common to many rural
areas, which can be seen on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey mapping of
1883. The physical scarring of gravel quarrying can still be seen to the
south of Brington Grange.

In 1946 an agricultural barn associated with New Cross Farm was
converted into a bath house for local people by the 7th Earl Spencer, and
was opened by then Prime Minister Clement Atlee, and the MP for
Kettering Lt. Col. Profumo MP. The building was also utilised as a rifle
range in the early 20th century and has suggested associations with the
noted 1st Northamptonshire Rifle Volunteer Corps, raised by the 5th Earl
Spencer.

A village brick works was in use during the 19th century, still evidenced by
the characteristic clump of woodland located in the fields to the north of
Whilton Road, providing building material for several small developments.
By the end of the 19th century the Althorp estate workers cottages at
Nos.51-58 Main Street, the Almshouses and the Grange had all been
constructed in the village. The Almshouses were located in a typically
outlying position in the village, and used to house retired workers from the
Althorp estate, following on from tenancy in an estate cottage.

The village has undergone some demolition and replacement of historic
dwellings and outbuildings, such as on the corner of Main Street and Great
Brington Road, during the 20th and 21st centuries. Three small
developments have also occurred at Hamilton Lane, Wardles Close and
The Pound.
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Figure 5 Left: Copy of the Great Brington Enclosure Map, circa 1748. Above: Great Brington Tithe Map, 1840.
Source: Northampton Record Office.
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Current Conservation Area 2021

Figure 6 First edition OS map. Source: Ordnance Survey.
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Current Conservation Area 2021

Figure 7 Second edition OS map. Source: Ordnance Survey.
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Current Conservation Area 2021

Figure 8 Contemporary map. Source: MapInfo.
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6 Spatial Character

side. The grange is now used as a farm, the character of which sits
comfortably at the edge of the conservation area leading to the wider
countryside.

Settlement character is not only formed by the buildings within a
conservation area; but also the spaces between those buildings and other
features of interest. This could include settlement layout, green
infrastructure, trees, open spaces, the public realm, and views. The
contribution of these “spatial” features to the character and appearance
of the conservation area is set out below.

On the northern side of the road, a Victorian brick cottage stands at the
edge of the conservation area, fronted by thick hedging and mature trees
which maintain enclosure. The ironstone, grade II listed Nos. 73 and 74 sit
adjacent, set back from the road and date to the mid-17th century. Again
thick hedgerows and trees allow only glimpsed views of the pitched
roofline and brick chimney stacks.

6.1

Travelling up towards the church the northern side of the road has a
mixture of brick and ironstone cottages. The 1748 copy map shows the
road lined with development, however the current properties appear to
date to the 19th century and display elements of the Arts and Crafts style.
It is possible that some of the earlier properties were redeveloped and
contain the pre-19th century structural features. The buildings mostly have
gabled frontages which creates cohesion, and a number have distinctive,
large chimneys. This decorative styling may be an influence of wider
Althorp-driven development in the village.

Spatial Character Summary

Whilton Road
Whilton Road enters the village from the north west, and has an overall
quiet, rural character. At the edge of the conservation area the landscape
falls sharply away to the north creating expansive views across the rolling
hills towards East Haddon and Holdenby. These views contribute to the
rural setting of the conservation area, enhancing its tranquil character. The
road here is lined with hedgerows and has an informal character, without
pavements.

A tall ironstone wall runs along the length of the southern boundary of
Whilton Road and also continues along Back Lane around the plot of the
Grange. It is a distinctive vernacular feature in this area and enhances the
sense of enclosure along the road.

Upon entering the conservation area Brington Grange, a substantial
Victorian red-brick property with a number of historic outbuildings, stands
to the south set in large plot. The former grange and the outbuildings are
visible through the mature trees which are laid out across the plot, giving
occasional glimpsed views of the house and particularly the pitched and
hipped roofs of the northern barn range. The sense of enclosure created
by the planting is strong and mirrors hedgerows and trees on the northern

At the junction with Main Street and East Haddon Road the space opens
out allowing excellent views of the church. The medieval village cross, a
Scheduled Monument, sits to the front of the church within the open
space. Behind, the grade II listed Green Meadow is a prominent property
19

which is surrounded by stone boundary walling giving it a formal quality.
The Baronial style tower of Green Meadow is a particular feature within
views here. To the north, views from the church are expansive across the
steeply falling landscape, and to the east views stretch across towards the
Althorp estate, particularly channelled by the avenue of trees leading from
the churchyard.

The Brington War Memorial, erected in 1921 and recently listed at grade
II, is an elegant feature of the public realm on Main Street, and is fronted
by decorative iron railings which also follow the plot boundary of the
neighbouring brick cottages at No.52 Main Street. Another feature of the
streetscene are the gate piers to the front of the modern rectory, which
have been retained from the earlier property which sat on the plot. These
stone gate piers contribute positively to the character of the conservation
area.

Main Street
Main Street, which branches south from the green, has an open character
where some historic demolition has occurred, quickly becoming narrow
with a strong sense of enclosure created by properties fronting the
highway and mature planting. As the road narrows, a group of 18th century
vernacular ironstone and thatch cottages made up of Dairy Farm and
Nos.60, 61, and 63 forms a strong grouping with Green Meadow and St
Mary’s Church. Nos.60-63 are all grade II listed.

As Main Street curves southwards it opens up onto the green on The
Pound. Brick estate cottages line the northern side of the green, which has
a naturally open character, and is planted with mature trees. The Brington
Reading Room and former schoolmaster’s house, which are both stone
built in the familiar vernacular style, face onto the road at an angle, the
Reading Room now used as the village hall. the eastern part of the road
has seen some modern development, but these are blocked by mature
planting, and the street scene is enhanced through the retention and use
of stone boundary walling. The road narrows as it leaves the green, and is
lined with historic stone properties dating to the 18th century and the fox
and hounds public house which is grade II listed. The concentration of the
pub and village shop here creates a small community hub.

The stone boundary walling of Green Meadow continues to form
enclosure along Main Street, channelling views towards down the road. A
row of distinctive 19th century brick, Althorp estate cottages lines the
western side of the road, all listed at grade II. The cottages are highly
decorative and enhance street scene with their architectural detailing. This
includes coped-gable frontages, stone finials, castellation and neo-gothic
styled windows. The cottage’s front gardens are enclosed by low timber
fencing which contrasts to the vernacular stone walling in the village. On
the opposite side of the road No.59 Main Street is another vernacular 18th
century ironstone and thatch cottage which contributes to the
conservation area’s historic and architectural interest. The view of No.59’s
gable end also reflects the view looking north of the listed No.63 as both
gables are oriented to the road.

Hamilton Lane travels south from Main Street and has a quiet, sheltered
character. The most notable properties on Hamilton Lane are Birchfield
Farmhouse and The Last Straw, which are both grade II listed.
Some modern development has occurred on Hamilton Lane which is not
included in the conservation area, although there is an area of Tree
Preservation Orders, – beyond the protected trees along the narrow road
is where the historic Almshouses are located. These occupy a typical
20

position, once isolated from the main village, now connected by the
modern development.

the northern side of Back Lane are rural and characterised by historic farm
buildings and vernacular ironstone walling, as well as the open spaces
which flank them.

To the east and south, footpaths lead to the south of the village across in
the direction of Althorp, which allows excellent views of the countryside
and spectacular ridge and furrow.

The historic nature of the village and its evolution over time is evident in
that the properties vary greatly in terms of building material, style and
positioning within the plot, this includes the extent to which the building is
set back from the road.
The sporadic features of the streets in the conservation area are abundant
and include grass verges along the roadsides, stone walls, hedges, trees
and front gardens.
These gardens are often fronted with picket fencing and some properties
have metal railings. The scale of the properties are consistent and do not
exceed two storeys - the exception being The Old Rectory which is the
most substantial building along the two streets and in the village as a
whole.

Back on Main Street at the entry to Hamilton Lane, the road turns to the
west with the grassy verge and footpath continuing along the one side –
the other side of the road is fronted with the stone walls of buildings
(Numbers 9, 10, 11 and 12). The general feel is one of moderate
enclosure, though the presence of green space helps to soften the road.
To continue straight ahead would be to leave Great Brington and the
conservation area, it is at this junction that Back Lane begins on the right
and heads north. Also at this junction is Brington Lodge, a property which
is of historic interest and considered an asset to the village along with the
collection of historic buildings and walling around it.
Back Lane
Back Lane is a narrow single track road with grass verges either side, on
turning in from Main Street, there are properties either side of the road some of the few built structures in this area include ‘The Paddocks’ and
‘New Cross Farm’ though Back Lane opens up as it progresses north.
The main asset of this part of the conservation area is that it is, for the
most part, flanked by open fields and orchards – this open and agricultural
green space conveys a rural feel, enhanced by the minimal presence of
built structures within the conservation area boundary. To the south of
Grange Farm the open fields retain the signs of scarring caused by historic
gravel quarrying, forming a steep bank. View to Grange Farm and along
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6.2

Areas of Archaeological Potential
The exclusion of areas from the boundary does not reduce their positive
contribution to the setting of the conservation area through their historic
interest nor preclude the possibility of that area yielding significant
archaeological evidence which may enhance our understanding of the
past.

Archaeological interest can be both remains surviving below the ground or
evidence for past activity that is contained within standing buildings and
structures.
Evidence of historical agricultural remains in Great Brington contribute to
the special historic interest and setting of the conservation area; they
enhance the legibility of the development of the settlement and have the
potential to yield further evidence of the area’s history.

Potential archaeological deposits on the fringes of the conservation area
include:
AP1: Ridge and Furrow Earthworks
AP2: 19th Century Brickworks

Areas of archaeological potential which make a particularly strong
contribution to the immediate setting of the conservation area will be
considered for inclusion within the boundary as per Historic England
advice. Not all areas can reasonably be including within the conservation
area.

Potential archaeological deposits within the conservation area include:
AP3: Possible Medieval Building Platforms
AP4: Possible Medieval Activity
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Figure 9 Map showing areas of archaeological potential. Source: MapInfo.
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6.3 Public Open Spaces
Great Brington has two main public open areas:
Main Street Green
Located on the main route through the village close to the village hall and
war memorial, the triangular green another good sized public space within
Great Brington. The green is protected along its perimeter by simple
wooden post bollards to prevent vehicular parking. The green benefits
from two large trees and a decorative bench for public use.

Area outside St Mary’s church
Immediately adjacent to the front of St Mary’s church is a grassy area, the
village cross is also located here for the public to enjoy along with a bench
and two pleasant mature trees, this area acts as a distancing buffer
between the church boundary and the highway.
There is also a small triangle of grass which acts as an island for the three
roads that intersect this junction. This presence of greenery provides a
practical space and a visually pleasing element which softens the road
junction.
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Figure 11 St Mary's Church. Source: WNC.

Figure 10 The Pound. Source: WNC.

Current Conservation Area
2021

Figure 12 Map showing important green infrastructure. Source: MapInfo.
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6.4

FP2: Footpath from The Pound, near Wardles Close, leading south to Little
Brington on a track of around 0.8 miles.

Footpaths

Great Brington retains a number of footpaths that are rights of way; many
of these connect to the centre of the village and the current conservation
area.

FP3: From Hamilton Lane near The Stables there is a track that heads east
towards the Althorp estate, it emerges near the West Lodge of Althorp
and an area noted as Overmans Spinneys. A footpath starting from 59
Main Street also feeds into this footpath.

Roadside footpaths throughout Great Brington allow glimpsed views of the
more prominent buildings in the village such as the church and the
neighbouring rectory, in some locations however, conventional footpaths
are not present and pedestrians are required to walk at the roads edge or
on verges.
Rights of way situated to the eastern side of the village currently allow
views toward the historic Althorp estate and the house itself, aside from
changes in vegetation this view has changed very little over time. A
notable footpath is located to the east along a tree-lined route which runs
from St Marys church lych gate to the Althorp estate.
Some areas of private land surrounding the village, used largely for
agricultural use, have footpaths and rights of way allowing thoroughfare to
the general public. The access to footpaths through private land allows the
public to appreciate the important features which contribute to the setting
and experience of the conservation area, its character and appearance –
this includes areas such as the ridge and furrow field to the south of the
village (OS5).
The footpaths and tracks listed below are visible on historic mapping and
still exist today.
FP1: Footpath running south for around 1 mile from Hamilton Lane
towards Nobottle Wood.
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6.5

V6: A view of the rear of Green Meadow is experienced across the
paddocks to the south from the footpath which leads towards the Althorp
Estate.

Views and Vistas

Views and vistas impact upon and contribute to how the conservation area
is experienced, both within the boundary and from outside the
designation. Being a compact settlement with varying landform, views of
the surrounding landscape are also an important consideration for the
setting of the conservation area.

Important views within the conservation area include:
V7: Looking toward St Marys church from the eastern end of Whilton Road
near the triangular green and intersecting road junction.

As well as the overall contribution of the surrounding landscape, individual
features can create particular interest within views.

V8: Views looking toward the village cross and gates of St Marys Church
from the triangular green.

Important views towards the conservation area include:
V9: Looking towards the fields situated to the north of Great Brington with
the village cross in the foreground.

V1: From the tree lined avenue of Althorp looking to the west toward the
conservation area and the lych gate of St Marys church.

V10: View toward properties 60 and 63 looking north along Main Street.
V2: A view of the northern elevation of St Marys church when looking
south toward Great Brington from the road from East Haddon.

V11: View of the War Memorial cenotaph and plot from The Green.
V12: View of Spencer houses (No 51-58) looking north on Main Street.

V3: A long view of the Almshouses is experienced travelling towards the
conservation area along Little Brington Road. This is not within the
conservation area, but they are a local list candidate.

V13: View toward Main Street thatched properties including Post Office
and Althorp Coaching Inn from the Green.

V4: A view of “The Green”, an area of orchards and paddocks, is seen from
the footpath to the south of the village, which has a quintessentially rural
character.

V14: View of the ‘The Green’ looking toward numbers 1, 3 and 4 as
positioned from the roadside access to the Reading Room.
V15: Looking toward the Althorp Coaching Inn public house, village Post
Office and cottages from the south.

V5: A long view of Grange Farm, its outbuildings, surrounding trees and
the open land fronting it is experienced travelling along Whilton Road into
the conservation area.

V16: View south toward Birchfield Farmhouse from the junction of
Hamilton Lane and Main Street.
27

V17: Looking east from The Pound at the rear of the reading rooms toward
‘The Green’.

V27: Excellent view from the footpath leading from Hamilton Lane
southwards across the ancient ridge and furrow to the south of the
conservation area.

V18: Looking north along Back Lane toward Whilton Road.
V19: View from Back Lane looking east toward the orchards. The turret of
The Old Rectory and prominent chimneys from Main Street properties (No
66 and 69) are visible from this point.
V20: Looking south from the northern end of Back Lane, flanked by high
stone boundary wall and dry stone wall to the east.
V21: View looking west along from the eastern end of Whilton Road
including various houses and cottages.
Important view from the conservation area include:
V22: Looking to the fields to the north of the village from the lane
alongside 72 Whilton Road.
V23: Looking north west from the elevated graveyard of St Marys toward
the fields to the north of the village.
V24: View north from St Mary’s graveyard toward the hills and fields.
V25: View along the tree lined avenue toward Althorp from the boundary
of the conservation area.
V26: A view towards Althorp House and parkland from the footpath on the
south-eastern edge of the conservation area.
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V3

V4

V6

V5

Figure 13 Views of Great Brington Conservation Area. Source: WNC.
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V7

V8 V9

V10

V11

Figure 14 Views of Great Brington Conservation Area. Source: WNC.

30

V12

V13

V16

Figure 15 Views of Great Brington Conservation Area. Source: WNC.
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V14

V15

V17

V18

V19

V20 V21

V22 V23

V24

Figure 16 Views of and from Great Brington Conservation Area. Source: WNC.
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V25

V26

Figure 17 Views from Great Brington Conservation Area. Source: WNC.
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Current Conservation Area
2021

Figure 18 Map showing views within, from and to the conservation area. Source: MapInfo.
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6.6

From this, the following factors were taken into account in assessing the
contribution of open space to the character and appearance of each
Conservation Area:

Open Space Analysis

Open space analysis is a method used to assess the contribution of open
space to the character and appearance of the conservation area3.

1. the historical relationship and function of open space
The rural nature of the majority of Daventry District is such that landscape
often makes a significant contribution to the character and appearance of
conservation areas within it.

2. its contribution to the form and structure of historical settlements
3. how open space is experienced and viewed from within the boundary of
the Conservation Area (for example, there are many long views from
within Conservation Areas to the wider landscape that are
fundamental to their character and appearance)

In 2016, a methodology for analysing the contribution of landscape within
Craven District was formulated by Historic England.4 This methodology has
been employed to assess the contribution of open spaces to the Great
Brington Conservation Area.

4. how the pattern of historic settlements and their relationship to the
wider landscape can be understood when looking in from outside (and
sometimes at considerable distance, from hills and scarps)

Open space is defined as common land, farmland, countryside and
recreational spaces (including school grounds, churchyards and
cemeteries). The analysis considered open space inside and outside the
Conservation Area boundary, where it formed its immediate context.

The following categories have been used to assess the contribution of
open space to the Conservation Area and are mapped in Figure 12:

Fieldwork was combined with an analysis of historic mapping and other
secondary sources.

Purple: Open space that makes a strong contribution to the character and
appearance of the conservation area.
Pink: Open space that makes some contribution to the character and
appearance of the conservation area.

3

4https://www.cravendc.gov.uk/media/1818/craven_ca_appraisals_introduction_august_20

Alan Baxter Ltd (2016) Craven Conservation Areas Project: Potential Conservation Area
Designations August 2016

16.pdf
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Brown: Open space that makes no or negligible contribution to the
character and appearance of the conservation area.

OS2 - Area East of St Marys toward Althorp

Areas which make a particularly strong contribution to the immediate
setting of the conservation area will be considered for inclusion within the
boundary as per Historic England advice. Not all areas can reasonably be
including within the conservation area. The exclusion of areas from the
boundary does not preclude positive contribution.





OS1 - Area North of St Mary’s Church




An area of land located to the north of St Marys Church makes a
significant contribution to the conservation area.
The open space is used for agricultural purposes and provides
views towards Great Brington when approaching from the north.
The space is important in that it is representative of the gently
sloping hills which characterise the topography of the
Northamptonshire area, it is also an open space which allows
views of the rural approach to the village when arriving from the
north, particularly the church.




This area is a significant contribution to the setting of the
conservation area.
It is one of the key characterising areas surrounding Great
Brington.
The tree lined avenue demonstrates a physical link to the Althorp
Estate and is a continuation of a historic pattern of tree planting.
The area is relatively flat, though there is a gentle rise towards St
Mary’s which adds to the experience of the views towards Great
Brington. From this position, the high stone wall of the Rectory
and the church yard present themselves as the village boundary.
This open space also allows walking routes and public rights of way
which provide views into the village.
To the south of the tree lined avenue the land is also used for
agricultural purposes, which contributes to the rural setting of the
conservation area.

OS3 - South East Paddocks
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To the south east of the conservation area there are two large
paddocks of pasture similar size which are positioned side by side,
these appear to be used for grazing horses and provide a
significant contribution to the conservation area. Historically, these
fields would once have been made up of four plots which become
merged into just two during sometime between 1748 and 1840.
Alongside one of the two paddocks to the south-west is ‘The
Green’ which has a contrasting character.





Both fields have an openness which allows for clear views of the
rear of Green Meadow and attractive examples of trees within the
village.
The views into the village from the public right of way across the
land allow glimpses of historic buildings along Main Street.

OS6 - Western Field 1


OS4 - South East Agricultural







The field to the south east of the village is used for agricultural
purposes and makes a significant contribution to the setting of the
conservation area
The topography of the plot is fairly level with a gentle slope to the
south east.
There are views towards Althorp and the house can be seen in the
distance from this position on the footpath –the historic estate
has influenced the village over many centuries and views toward it
maintain the connection between the village and the estate.

OS7 - Western Field 2





OS5 - Southern field – Ridge & Furrow



This plot, located to the west of Back Lane is a level field used by
the community. It provides an open space which is bordered by
trees and historic hedgerows, and contributes to the rural, quiet
character of Back Lane.
The field can be traced on historic mapping back to 1748, predating the enclosures, and it makes a significant contribution to
the setting of the conservation area.

This area is significant in its visual contribution to the setting of the
conservation area and also its archaeological interest.
The field is of a considerable scale and retains a well preserved
example of historic ridge and furrow which has high significance.

This field is deemed as making a moderate contribution to the
setting of the conservation area; it has two public rights of way
through it.
It is characteristic in its hilly and uneven appearance – a strong
contrast to its neighbouring field.
Historically this field was adjacent to a mined gravel pit to the
north which may explain some of the unevenness in the surface.
The field provides an unusual focal point which refers to the
industrial history of the immediate area.

OS8 - Agricultural Plot West
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This area makes a significant contribution to the character and
appearance of the conservation area.
It has a strong agricultural character which contributes to the rural
appearance of the edge of the conservation area.





There are views of the collection of historic, vernacular agricultural
buildings at Grange Farm whilst travelling along the Whilton Road.

It provides a tranquil place for residents and visitors to the area to
enjoy, and there are several important views which can be seen
from within it.

OS9 - North-Western Field







OS11- Orchards and paddocks “The Green”

This area is considered as making a significant contribution.
This area is a large expanse of grassy field which demonstrates the
characteristic Northamptonshire topography trait of gently rolling
fields; this is a pleasant space and offers open views across a great
distance to the north of Great Brington.
The large field provides an open backdrop to the village and the
northern side of the Whilton Road which falls within the
conservation area boundary.
This area is also the site of a former historic brickworks and as
such may yield evidence of industrial archaeological remains
(Refer to Section 6.2 - AP2). Other archaeological points of interest
in this area include potential remains of a Roman road.







OS10- St Mary’s Churchyard





This paddock makes a significant contribution to the character and
appearance of the conservation area.
Historically, this area was most likely two toft and croft plots,
which have been later amalgamated as a single, larger close.
The area has retained its overall layout as an historic toft and croft
plot, which can be seen from historic mapping.
The current use as orchards and paddocks for grazing livestock
maintains its historic character.
There are pleasant views of the orchard trees from the footpath to
the south.

OS12- Central paddocks

St Mary’s Churchyard makes a significant contribution to the
character and appearance of the conservation area.
The churchyard has an open, peaceful aspect from the east which
also contributes to the setting of the grade I listed St Mary’s
Church, gate piers and neighbouring Green Meadow (grade II).
It is enclosed by a significant ironstone boundary wall and has a
decorative lychgate at its south-eastern end.
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These central paddocks make a significant contribution to the
character and appearance of the conservation area.
The area as it is now has a quintessentially rural character, with
orchard trees and occasional grazing of sheep occurring.
It has archaeological potential; building platforms and indication of
medieval settlement, which can also be traced through historic
mapping, is visible as low earthworks on the ground.




It is enclosed by an historic ironstone wall, which adds to its
vernacular character.
There are views across its extent towards the historic ridgelines on
Main Street.

OS13- Agricultural plot to the north of St Mary’s Church




This plot to the north makes a significant contribution to the
character and appearance of the conservation area.
The field’s current form and extent is largely visible on the copied
estate map of 1748.
It sits in a sensitive position to the north of St Mary’s Churchyard
and its rural character contributes to the setting of the grade I
listed church, and views of the countryside.

OS14- Plot to the west of the Almshouses




This plot makes a significant contribution to the character and
appearance of the setting of the conservation area.
There are views across it to the Almhouses when travelling along
Little Brington Road.
The plot has an agricultural character which continues south,
wrapping around the conservation area and contributing to its
rural setting.
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Current Conservation
Area 2021

Figure 19 Map showing open space analysis. Source: MapInfo.
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6.7

Public Realm and Other Features of Value

Village Cross
The village cross is a unique historic feature that makes a positive contribution to the areas character. Standing on
open display outside the gates of St Mary’s church, the cross provides a visible focus which demonstrates the
historic nature of the village, it is a scheduled monument and can be openly seen and appreciated by the public.
The cross is thought to date from the 14th Century and its exposed stonework is heavily eroded, historic repairs can
be seen in the form of iron cramps.
War memorial
The First World War memorial on Main Street is an important public space, it is a small turfed plot bordered by
simple ball-topped iron railings and a gate. The war memorial itself is a cenotaph, dating from 1921 it was built in
Weldon stone and features a three stepped base made of Derbyshire stone. It has a bronze laurel wreath and a
plaque bearing the names of twenty-eight fallen soldiers from the Brington area.
It is suggested that the designer was Edwin Lutyens, well known for the Cenotaph at Whitehall, as well as numerous
rural memorials. The war memorial has recently been listed at grade II for its architectural and historic interest.

Figure 20 Above: Great Brington cross. Bottom:
Great Brington War Memorial. Source: WNC.
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Road signs and sign posts
Road signs and sign posts in the village are relatively minimal; there are
signs that depict the name of the village on arrival through key roads such
as Church Lane, Whilton Road and Main Street as well as small speed limit
signs positioned along the roadside.

Surfacing
The roads and pavements throughout the conservation area appear to be
tarmacked or covered in contemporary treatments and there is no visible
evidence of historic road or footpath surface remaining. It is presumed
that the original road surfacing would have been dirt track as opposed to
paviers or cobble stones.

Lamp posts/lighting
Lamp posts in the village are minimal; where street lighting is
implemented it is often in the form of lanterns or spot lights affixed to
private dwellings.
A handful of public lamp posts can however be seen in locations such as
Whilton Road, they are affixed to wooden telegraph poles or walls.
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6.8 Trees and green infrastructure
As a small rural village, Great Brington benefits from a visible presence of
green infrastructure, this is visible within both the public realm and on
private property where trees and hedges make a positive visual
contribution.
Some of the public open spaces in Great Brington are enhanced by the
presence of mature trees which can be seen both on the green outside St
Mary’s church as well as on the Main Street green where large and
established trees sit well within the village setting.
Green features which contribute to the character and appearance of the
conservation area and its setting also include the tree lined avenue from
Althorp to St Marys – this is an arrangement of tree planting which
maintains an historic avenue pattern, as can be seen on first edition
ordinance survey mapping from the late 19th Century.
Within the village itself, there is a small orchard of trees located alongside
Back Lane, this orchard is included within the current conservation area
boundary and contributes an attractive element to an area of the village
which has undergone relatively modern development. The Pound, a small
post-war era development, and Wardles Close, a small late 20th century
development are located nearby and the presence of trees benefits this
area, sustaining the agricultural character of the village.
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7

Earlier properties from the 15th-18th centuries within Great Brington are
typically agricultural in character and are often constructed in a simple,
utilitarian style. Properties such as The Last Straw, Birchfield Farmhouse
and Nos.73-74 Whilton Road are all early properties constructed in regular
coursed lias ironstone. Thatch would have been a more common roofing
material at this time; a few examples in the conservation area remain of
long straw thatch with simple ligger detailing at the apex.

Architectural Analysis

Architectural form is a key aspect of the character and appearance of the
conservation area. Set out below is a summary of building types and
materials; including the characteristics of the form of the built
environment within the conservation area; and pictorial examples of
common materials, form and detailing, set out in the “palette”.

Timber casement windows with leaded panes and ironstone mullions are a
feature of earlier dwellings in the village, as are timber lintels or flat
ironstone arched heads for simple detailing; later simple farmhouses of
the 19th century often have timber casements with timber muntins
instead, and brick segmented or flat arched heads, or timber lintels as at
Nos.46, 47 and 48 Main Street. Many of the earlier buildings are listed at
grade II, however some notable non-listed examples remain of this
vernacular style, including Dairy Farm and No.59 Main Street. Both are
constructed of coursed ironstone with long straw thatched roofs. Dairy
Farm has timber casement windows very similar in style to those of the
neighbouring listed No.63, and a later, but traditionally styled, plank door.
No.59 Main Street (Carey House) is another grade II listed example which
is also constructed of ironstone with a thatched roof which incorporates
timber casement windows with leaded lights and both stone and timber
lintels.

7.1 Building Types and Materials
Great Brington’s architecture offers a variety of styles - its historic
evolution means that there is a good selection of properties of various
ages and forms. The building types within Great Brington conservation
area are mostly dwellings, with the exception of typical village services
buildings such as the church, reading rooms, post office and public house.
Substantial stone dwellings dating to the 17th and 18th century are
common within the conservation area. The prominent building material in
use is the local ironstone and lias stone, typical of Northamptonshire and
Oxfordshire. It is typically laid in courses, with lightly coloured lime mortar.
The existence of a local brickyard to the north east of the village has given
rise to a number of red brick buildings, most strikingly used to construct
the Althorp estate cottages on Main Road, with more modest examples on
The Pound and Whilton Road.

The influence of the Althorp estate on local architectural character is most
clearly represented in parcels of 19th century development along Main
Street and Whilton Road, as well as some other individual properties
around. Buildings of the Althorp estate sit in contrast to the simple
agricultural character of earlier properties; the new buildings often
incorporating neo-gothic, neo-Tudor or Arts and Crafts styling, with some
notable detailing.

Some properties still have small outbuildings which may nod toward small
scale industry and home based agriculture, these are often red brick sheds
or similar.
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Nos.51, 52 and 53 Main Street are a grouping of highly decorative neoTudor style estate workers cottages constructed in 1848 by Althorp; in a
mix of coursed ironstone with stylised Flemish bond frontages and
ironstone dressings. Each has projecting gables, two with crenulation, with
timber casement windows of varying styles with leaded lights. The
entranceways are fronted by ironstone mock-Tudor arches, with simple
plank doors, and each has a modest front garden flanked by decorative
brick kerbing.

century properties, the gables and chimneys of the Almshouses are
prominent in views approaching the village from Little Brington.

7.2 Scale and Massing
The majority of properties within the village are residential and of a
maximum height of two storeys, there are however exceptions such as
Green Meadow (the Old Rectory) and St Marys church which are much
grander in scale and height. It can be seen from historic mapping of the
18th and 19th centuries that some demolition and replacement of buildings
has occurred, most likely having an effect on how properties are massed.
Examples of medieval tofts and crofts can be seen in maps of 1748 and
1840, and although some field amalgamation has occurred, the general
alignment and pastoral character of these areas on Main Street and to the
south east of the village have been retained. Nos. 61-63 and Dairy Farm,
Main Street exhibit typical historic close massing typical of tofts and crofts,
whilst Nos.63 and 59 Main Street are particular examples of the
perpendicular alignment of early properties to the road in the toft and
croft formation. Historically, Main Street had a mix of buildings and
enclosures or paddocks fronting the road, and so despite some change in
architecture, its overall historic massing character has probably been
largely retained. Back Lane has a far more open character, owing to
historic demolition.

Properties along Whilton Road also display detailing representative of 19th
century estate influence, with prominent gables and chimneys being
typical features along the road as at Folly House, The Laurels and Miskin
Hosue, as well as mock-timber framing, timber bracketing, ridgeline
detailing and decorative gable finials.
The prominent octagonal turret and spirelet of the grade II listed Green
Meadow (the old Rectory) is another local example of fine detailing which
is a characteristic of the conservation area.
Lower status 18th and 19th century cottages throughout the conservation
area also display detailing, of a more simple style, such as brick dentil
courses, segmented arched headers and neo-Tudor arched entranceways,
as at Nos.1-4 The Green. Traditionally, these properties have timber
casement windows and plank doors.
The historically outlying location of the Almshouses is typical of their
function, and although they are now linked to the village spatially by
development on Hamilton Lane, they have retained a secluded character.
Some alteration of their form and detailing has occurred, but they have
retained a large amount of architectural character; similar to other 19th

As previously discussed, the Almshouses, once more outlying, are now
linked by development on Hamilton Lane, but have retained some of their
secluded and detached character as a self-contained complex.
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The varied nature of the architecture within the conservation area means
that each street scene has unique, characteristic vistas which are seen
through the winding streets along the horizontally emphasised
arrangement of low level properties.
The narrow, winding nature of the roads in the village, combined with the
close proximity of buildings, such as the case of Main Street, often means
that long views are fairly limited; the views along the roads are defined
instead by short characteristic sections where bends in the road and the
positioning of buildings hide and reveal elements. Back Lane however has
longer stretches of straight road that present long views of buildings in the
distance and the open green spaces either side.

bollard stumps which help to deter parking on the grass. Alongside a
stretch of pavement on Main Street (near the property known as New
Cross) there is also an example of a roadside barrier along the pavement
edge consisting of simple galvanised metal poles and fencing posts – these
are of limited aesthetic quality but do provide safety for pedestrians.
On entry to Great Brington from Main Street, some properties which are
not included within the conservation area boundary currently implement
boundary treatments which do not sympathetically co-exist alongside the
character of the conservation area, domestic closed-board fencing panels
do not relate to materials and boundary treatments found within the
conservation area.

The configuration of the buildings in Great Brington and their low-lying
scale (generally no greater than three-storeys) allows for views and
glimpsed views through gaps between buildings and across open spaces
within the village and out into the surrounding fields and countryside.

7.3 Walls & Boundary Treatments
The properties within the conservation area are varied in their application
of border treatments; they vary from walls of ironstone, hedges, wooden
fencing and cast-iron railings. They are often implemented together in
various forms and combinations. The predominant border material is that
of coursed square rubble stone walls of varying height, in places where the
walls are not particularly tall they are often enhanced with hedges, this is
also often the case with low picket fencing.
The examples of railings are mostly domestic and set into low level stone
walls, though the Main Street War memorial cenotaph is also surrounded
by iron railings and a set of gates that are set directly into the ground. The
triangular village Main Street green adjacent is treated with wooden

Figure 21 - Thatching is still a roofing material that is in use within the
village.
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7.4

Palette

A selection of the materials and elements used within the Great Brington
conservation area can be seen here, ranging from varieties of masonry and
external finishes, roofing material, various window styles, boundary
treatments and other miscellaneous elements such as post boxes which all
contribute positively to the character of the village.

Figure 22 Images showing differing materials and architectrual treatments within the
conservation area. Source: WNC.
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Figure 23 Images showing differing materials and architectural treatments in the
conservation area. Source: WNC.
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8

removal of chimney pots can also undermine the design proportions of
chimney stacks and should be retained where they survive.

Design Guidance

The following policies set out key design principles. Advice should always
be sought from Daventry District Council before commencing any works. A
Design Guide for Northamptonshire has been produced by CPRE which
provides useful advice.

8.2 Scale
Guidance suggests that additions to existing buildings or new development
should not exceed two storeys in height; this reflects the overall character
of properties within the village which are generally modest in height ridgelines should respect those of adjacent buildings.
In addition, the village retains much of its distinctive and historic street
layout and any adverse impact upon it should be deterred. New
development and alterations should not affect the established building
line.

Any additions to the public realm, including elements such as street
furniture should be sensitive and in keeping with the village environment
and respect the presence of heritage assets without imposing negative
impact or detracting from heritage assets.

8.1

Alterations and Extensions

8.3 Materials

Proposals for alterations and extensions should not adversely affect the
character or appearance of the conservation area or its setting. Alterations
and extensions should be sympathetic to the character of the building in
terms of proportions, scale, materials, and detailing. New development,
including extensions, should respect the appropriate pattern of historic
plot formation.
Chimney stacks have been noted as distinctive features throughout the
village, particularly along Main Street and Whilton Road, where a variety of
decorative styles using a variety of different coloured brickwork can be
seen. Chimney stacks should be retained and maintained across all
properties within the conservation area, the chimneys reflect an aspect of
social history as well as upholding an important element of the historic
built environment which provides a visual balance and proportion. The

Continuity of materials plays an important role in maintaining the
appearance of the conservation area and new development should
implement sympathetic use of materials that reflect the immediate
surrounding area and local vernacular style. The use and re-use of local
materials if possible is encouraged. Sensitive design and local materials
should be implemented wherever possible; Great Brington has historically
used ironstone and redbrick in its buildings with roof coverings ranging
from thatch, slate and clay tile.

8.4 Detailing
Dependant on the age and style, buildings within the village conservation
area vary in their degree of detailing. Those from the 19th Century often
incorporate more decorative detailing that includes arched windows (as
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can be seen on the Althorp workers cottages on Main Street), and shaped
weather boarding (as seen on the terraces 66-69 Main Street). Some
distinctive elements of detailing include a striped arrangement of blue and
terracotta roof tiles on the extension to the reading rooms and roof finials
on properties along Whilton Road, particularly number 72.
New development should be sympathetic to the building styles of the
village.

• Sensitive to the original style;
• Generally, either timber or metal double casement;
• If painted, window frames should be either white or where
possible a relevant sensitive colour based on the originals;
• Original stone and wooden lintels should be retained and every
care taken not to damage them if the windows are being replaced;
and,
• uPVC is generally not an appropriate material for use in an
historic property.

8.5 Windows
8.6 Doors and Porches

There are a variety of historic windows that survive throughout the Great
Brington conservation area – examples of which include Georgian and
Victorian sliding sashes and outward opening timber casement windows,
all with various arrangements of glazing bar and some with leaded lights.
The various styles of window make a positive visual contribution to the
conservation area and demonstrate the historic nature and evolution of
the built environment within the village. Traditional timber windows
should be retained and restored wherever possible to avoid loss of historic
fabric and the desirable aesthetic that they provide.

Traditional doors within the conservation area should be of timber
construction, there will be a strong presumption against uPVC as a
material for doors. Porches should not detract from or overwhelm the
visual amenity of the relevant building elevation, and be appropriately
proportioned and scaled.

8.7 Roofing
Traditional roofing materials such as slate, clay tile and thatch should be
retained wherever possible – removal and replacement of thatch is
generally not acceptable.
Ridgelines should be carefully designed so as not to obscure views of
historic buildings - modern development should seek to sit subservient to
historic properties rather than dominating them.

Dormer windows and roof lights are generally not acceptable on the front
elevations of historic properties, and if used on rear elevations should be
designed so that they are in proportion with the building and do not
dominate the roof slope. Roof lights should be fitted flush to the roof line
- where roof lights are fitted into a thatched roof the surrounding detailing
should be that of simple eyebrow design.
Where replacement of traditional windows is necessary, they should be:
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8.8

Setting

There will be a presumption against developments which negatively affect
the setting of a conservation area, particularly if they affect views into, out
of and through the conservation area.
Important trees should be replaced with appropriate species where felling
takes place, so as to conserve the green setting of the conservation area.
Views across the orchards, farmlands and pasture within the conservation
area make a key contribution to the village setting as do views looking
both toward and from St Mary’s church.

8.9 Public Realm
The public realm should enhance the character of the conservation area.
Signage and street furniture should not detract from the visual amenity of
the street scape; their design should be sympathetic and number kept to a
minimum in order to avoid clutter.
Satellite dishes should not be placed on the principal elevations of
buildings, as they serve to detract from the visual amenity of the
conservation area. Furthermore, external wiring should not be taken
across the frontage of a building; or, where unavoidable, should be
consolidated and kept tidy so as not to affect the visual amenity of the
building or streetscape.
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9

Opportunities for Enhancement

9.1

Local List

Local List assets within Great Brington are as follows:














Certain buildings, structures and sites make a particular positive
contribution to the character and appearance of the conservation area or
its setting, and are therefore worthy of recognition in the planning
process.
In response to this, Daventry District Council is producing a “Local List” of
locally special buildings, structures or sites, which provides those assets
included on the list with appropriate consideration. The Local List differs
from statutory “Listed Buildings” in that an asset’s inclusion on the Local
List does not confer any further planning controls. Rather, being included
on the Local List provides weight to the asset’s retention, should it be at
risk.
Local List candidates are judged by criteria assessing their age; condition
and quality; rarity; group value; and historic associations.
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The Almshouses.
Bath House Barn – The Pound.
Vernacular Outbuilding (Associated with 66-69 Main Street)
Brington Lodge
72 Whilton Road
No.71 Whilton Road, Miskin House
Ridge and furrow field to the south
Reading Room
Folly House
Dairy Farm
Beards Cottage
The Grange, Grange Farm
Nos. 28-30 Main Street

The Almshouses
The Almshouses are an important link to the history of the nearby Althorp
Estate and should command a degree of protection against unreasonable
alteration in the future. Despite some minor alterations, the building
retains its historic form and façade elevations, it is characterised by neogothic elements such as steep roof pitches and gables. The prominent
chimneys are a defining characteristic of the property, though three of the
chimneys are recorded as having had repairs carried out in the late 1980’s
when general planning advice was sought in order to dismantle and
rebuild the stacks which were deemed to be unsafe due to frost damage
and corrosion of the sandstone plinth. The modern day appearance of the
Almshouses is such that the chimney repairs appear to have been carried
out sympathetically and in the style of the originals.
Figure 24 Left and above: The Almshouses.
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Bath House Barn – The Pound
The Bath House is a small agricultural building built sometime between
1885-1900, according to OS mapping. It is representative of the vernacular
style of the late 19th Century – its simple roof covering of corrugated sheet
metal is complimented by modest redbrick detailing, a large door opening
for access and a pronounced half-timbered gable end at the eastern
elevation. The building was constructed as an agricultural barn, later used
as a rifle range in association with the 1st Althorp Company of the
Northamptonshire Rifle Volunteer Corps. In 1946 the building was
converted into a bath house, on the initiative of the Earl Spencer. It was
opened by the Earl, Conservative MP for Kettering Lt Col John Profumo MP
and the Prime Minister Clement Attlee. The oak planted on the adjacent
green is known as the “Attlee Oak”5.
Vernacular Outbuilding- Main Street
The building, associated with the row of terraces on the corner of Whilton
Road and Main Street demonstrates a natural architectural evolution
which spans many centuries. The visible changes in construction material
can be seen in its mixed use of local iron stone, redbrick and cob wall
construction.

Figure 25 Above: Former washhouse. Below: Vernacular part-cob outbuilding,
Main St.

5

English Heritage (2013) Listing Assessment Report- Village Bath House, Great Brington.
English Heritage.
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Brington Lodge
This property is a long standing structure within the village and reputedly
dates from 1679. The property is stone built with a steep pitched, clay
tiled roof with single glazed timber framed casement windows. It forms a
positive feature at the entrance to the conservation area in the south and
is representative of the local vernacular.
72 Whilton Road
72 Whilton Road is a substantial late 19th century dwelling built in the Arts
and Crafts style, and makes a positive contribution both to the character
of Whilton Road and also the wider conservation area. A date stone and
coat of arms on the eastern gable end show a date of 1890 and the
Althorp crest, indicative of estate building during the 19th century.
The building is of ironstone, and has a rectangular plan to the front with a
central cross wing to the rear. It has two storeys and two bays to the front,
with two large, pitched dormer windows with timber fasciae and
terracotta finials. In typical Arts and Crafts style, the roof is pitched with
gables and dormer windows adding detail; these are generally decorated
with pebbledash and surface timber framing. The roof is of clay tile, with
ridgeline decoration and two substantial, decorative brick stacks at either
gable end of the front portion of the building, with external chimney
breast detail. The windows are of simple design, being timber four-overone sliding sash, painted white, with ashlar dressings. The building echoes
the style along Whilton Road, which is characterised by the presence of
gables and chimneys, and forms a “bookend” with No.71 Miskin House.
Figure 26 Above: Brington Lodge. Below: 72 Whilton Road.
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No.71 Whilton Road, Miskin House
As suggested by the road numbering and architectural similarity, Miskin
House forms a grouping with No.72 Whilton Road, albeit some distance to
the west. Architecturally, Miskin House is also of the Arts and Crafts style,
constructed in the late 19th century. It is rather more simple in form as
compared to No.72, however it has a presence on Whilton Road, and
forms an important “bookend” with its sister property.
It is constructed of ironstone with a cross plan and large central projecting
gable. The gables have timber fasciae and simple surface timber
decoration, with timber corbel detailing below. The windows are timber
six-over-one sliding sash, painted in an estate brown colour. The roofing is
clay tile, and a large, central, decorative brick chimney stack is located at
the apex.
The building has an ironstone boundary wall with ironstone piers.
Reading Room
The Great Brington Reading Room was built in 1850 as the village infant
school, alongside a schoolmaster’s residence and pigsty to the rear. By
1877 it was being used as a meeting place for young men to read national
and regional papers and to borrow books, run by the Great Brington
Reading Room Society. The building was used as an infant school until
1894 when it was moved to the National School at Little Brington.

Figure 27 Above: 71 Whilton Road. Below: The Reading Room.
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The building has a rectangular plan, set in a prominent position at an angle
from Main Street and The Pound. It is constructed in the vernacular style,
of roughly dressed ironstone. It previously had a thatched roof, now
replaced with concrete tile. The prior existence of the thatch is evidenced
by the steep pitch of its roof. The gables are coped with ironstone
kneelers, and there is a brick chimney stack at the eastern end. An
ironstone dormer sits above the schoolmaster’s house entrance, and an
ironstone porch with a pitched roof has been added to the principal
elevation in the 20th century. The windows in the main Reading Room are
multi-light timber casement, painted white with white timber lintels. The
schoolmaster’s house, partially constructed in red brick with a banded
slate roof, is attached to the eastern end with a garden to the rear. It has a
simple style, with a traditional plank door and timber framed, metal
casements. To the front is a large car park with a low fence and some
ironstone walling to the front. To the west and south of the plot is
enclosed by a tall red brick wall6.

tile canopy sits above the doorway, which is a panel door with two upper
lights. The property has four brick chimney stacks, giving the impression of
a line of cottages. Three of the stacks are substantial and are a key feature
along the street. The property is enclosed by a small ironstone wall with
decorative ironwork railings above.

Folly House
Folly House was constructed in the late 19th century in the Arts and Crafts
style. It is built of ironstone, with a pitched clay-tile roof, which has several
dormer windows and varying eaves heights which adds visual interest and
an organic quality to its principal frontage along Whilton Road. It is a long
property with a horizontal emphasis created by its positioning below the
line of the footway and highway. The gable ends are half clad with timber
boarding. The windows are simple timber casement with ashlar lintels and
sills, and the dormers have white timber fasciae. A small timber and clay-

Figure 28 Folly House.

6

English Heritage (2013) Listing Assessment Report- The Reading Room, Great Brington.
English Heritage.
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Dairy Farm
Dairy Farm is an ironstone, two storey three bay dwelling on Main Street
which forms a grouping with the adjacent grade II listed properties Nos.60,
61 and 63. It has a strong agricultural character, is highly representative of
village vernacular and possibly dates from the early 18th century, as a
building of its size and layout is visible on the copied map of 1748 (see
Fig.). The property sits very close to the highway, and has a rectangular
plan with a cross wing to the rear, which looks to have been a later
addition or a rebuilding. The second storey has been overbuilt with brick,
possibly indicating that it was at one time a one storey dwelling or barn.
The roof is thatched with long straw and has heavy eaves and a dormer
window with eyebrow thatch. The windows are simple timber casement,
similar in style to those in the gable of No.63. There are wooden lintels
above the windows and door, which is of plank construction. The brick
stacks at either gable appear to have been possibly rebuilt.
Beards Cottage
Beards Cottage has a date stone on its gable which is labelled “1743” and a
building which is most likely Beards Cottage can also be seen on the 1748
estate map, in the same position and layout, gable on to the highway. It is
constructed in ironstone with two storeys and three bays, and a roof
thatched with long straw. The main elevation, which is to the east, has
ashlar quoins and metal casement windows, with timber lintels. It has
coped gables with kneelers and the thatch has decorative ligger detailing.
Stone stacks sit at either gable on the apex, and along with the gable end
and steeply pitched roof, give an impression of height. A large ironstone
wall encloses the substantial plot along both Whilton Road and Back Lane.
Its walls have been included in this local list entry.

Figure 29 Above: Dairy Farm. Below: Beards Cottage.
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The Grange, Grange Farm
Brington Grange dates from the mid-19th century and is a substantial
building which occupies a large plot with a sizeable ironstone boundary
wall on the corner of Back Lane and Whilton Road. It has a rough L-plan
with a further cross gable to the west. It is built of red brick with
ironstone facing of several gable ends, and a pitched slate roof. Its gables
are ironstone coped with kneelers, and there are brick stacks at the
gable ends, some of which have ironstone plinths. Its fenestration is a
mix of timber casement and timber one-over-one sliding sash. The
entranceway has a small brick square porch with parapet detail and
immediately to the south there is a large bay window. The plot also
contains various outbuildings, built in the vernacular ironstone and red
brick, with slate tile roofs. In the eastern boundary wall there is an
entrance which has a decorative stepped pediment, leading straight onto
Back Lane.
Figure 30 The Grange and outbuildings, Grange Farm.
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Ridge and furrow fields

I

The pre-Parliamentary landscape of Great and Little Brington can be well
understood through the substantial survival of ridge and furrow
accompanied by significant documentary evidence from the period, in the
form of field mapping7. There are particularly well preserved examples to
the south of the village, in the area shown on the Open Space Analysis
map as area references OS5 and OS14. In these areas the ridge and furrow
is medieval in date and has clearly defined peaks and ditches, as well as
heads and ends of the strips8.
The land makes a significant contribution to the setting of the
conservation area, as well as providing valuable evidence of the
development of the landscape and the settlements within it. The survival
of on ground remains accompanied by documentary evidence of such
quality is extremely rare, and enhances our understanding of the
agricultural practices of the period9.
Figure 31 Ridge and furrow fields, south of Great Brington.

7

9

Partida, T, (date unknown). Historic Environment Report- Zone 4: Great Estates, pg.4. Rockingham
Forest Trust.
8
Partida, T, (date unknown). Historic Environment Report- Zone 4: Great Estates, pg. 5. Rockingham
Forest Trust.

Partida, T, (date unknown). Historic Environment Report- Zone 4: Great Estates, pg. 5. Rockingham
Forest Trust.
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Nos.28-30 Main Street

Nos.28-30 Main Street can be dated to at least 1840 using historic
mapping, but their architectural style indicates that they may be 18th
century or older, alike to Brington Lodge which stands opposite.
Now three cottages, the terrace sits perpendicular and set back from Main
Street, facing Brington Lodge. The construction is regular course ironstone,
with a steeply-pitched, clay-tile roof and three brick chimney stacks at the
apex. The gables are both coped with kneelers, and the indication is that
the property may previously have accommodated thatch, like many other
buildings in the village. The windows are irregularly placed, perhaps
suggesting either a multiphase building, with the oldest part furthest from
the road, or possibly later alterations. One modern gabled dormer window
in north western portion of the roof, and modern doors and two timber
canopies in the western façade. The southern gable end contains a stone
mullioned window with leaded lights at the first floor, with what appears
to be a later gabled porch (possibly late 19th or early 20th century) with a
slate roof.
Small single storey outbuilding attached to northern gable, also ironstone
and having a slate roof.
Both in design, possible construction date, and orientation/ plan form,
Nos.28-30 form a strong grouping with Brington Lodge.
Figure 32 Nos.28-30 Main Street.
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Current Conservation Area
Local List Asset

Figure 33 Map showing Local List heritage assets. Source: MapInfo.
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9.2

Article 4 Directions
Permitted Development Rights to be
withdrawn

Certain “permitted development” rights are automatically withdrawn as
the result of conservation area designation, meaning that planning
permission is normally required to undertake particular works (see Section
2.3). However, many works, such as the replacement of windows, doors or
the painting of the exterior of a property are not controlled through
conservation area designation and remain permitted development. Over
time, these works can have a significant effect on the character and
appearance of a conservation area which may cause harm to its special
interest. In order to preserve the character of a conservation area the
District Council may choose to remove certain permitted development
rights through the placement of an Article 4 Direction. The result of an
Article 4 Direction is that permitted development rights are withdrawn and
planning permission is required to undertake certain works.









The placement of an Article 4 Direction is a separate process to
conservation area designation. Certain Article 4 Directions are being
explored as the result of this appraisal and are detailed below.
Subject to the outcome of the consultation on this appraisal, detailed
proposals will be prepared and further consultation will be conducted,
including directly with the properties concerned.
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Alteration to or
replacement of windows
and doors
Alteration to exterior finish
of building including
application of render or
paint
Alteration to or removal of
chimney stacks
Alteration to roofing
materials
Construction, alteration or
demolition of walls, gates
and fences

Location










70 Whilton Road
71 Whilton Road
72Whilton Road
Folly House, Whilton Road
The Grange, Whilton Road
66-69 Main Street
Dairy Farm, Main Street
Brington Lodge, Main Street

Recommendation 1: Development proposals should have regard to the

10 Management Plan

design principles set out in Section 8 of this document in order to preserve
or enhance the character and appearance of the conservation area.
Daventry District Council is considering the introduction of Article 4
Directions to certain properties which have retained features of
architectural interest. Works to listed buildings will require consent in
most cases.

Local planning authorities have a duty placed on them under Section 71 of
the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 to draw
up and publish proposals for the preservation or enhancement of
conservation areas.
Conservation area appraisals undertaken within Daventry District help to
identify threats to the character of the conservation area and
opportunities for enhancement, which can then be developed into
Management Plans which seek to address these issues through
recommendations.

Threat 2: Inappropriate development
Both piecemeal and large scale development, both on the fringes of the
village as well as within the conservation area boundary, has the potential
to harm the character of the conservation area as well as its setting.
Change of use of existing establishments and facilities has the potential to
have a harmful impact upon the conservation area and its setting. Within
Great Brington, this principle is particularly applicable to agricultural
structures and premises where the potential effects of repurposing and
the ancillary activities associated with changes of use have the potential to
cause harm to the character and appearance of the conservation area and
its setting. This is particularly pertinent to changes of use which would lead
to or entail the following:

The following threats to the character and appearance of the Great
Brington Conservation Area have been identified through the appraisal.
Each Threat is accompanied by a Recommendation which should be used
to guide future management and address key issues.

10.1 Threats and Recommendations
Threat 1: Loss of architectural features



Many non-designated properties within the conservation area have lost
original features such as traditional timber fenestration and doors, roofing
materials and other detailing. This is detrimental to the character of the
conservation area in that the character and historic value of the area
becomes gradually lost.
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Alteration to existing buildings which would detract from their
existing character, or the character and appearance of the wider
conservation area or its setting;
The demolition of buildings or structures which make a positive
contribution to the conservation area or its setting as identified in
the conservation area appraisal or planning process;
Change of use which would see an increase in traffic, particularly
of industrial vehicles, which could damage grass verges and have





an impact on the village’s currently quiet, rural character through
noise pollution or unsightly parking;
The impact of noise or light pollution or night-time activity which
could detract from the quiet, rural character of the conservation
area;
The upgrading of highways in order to facilitate heavier traffic
which would see the removal, in part or whole, of historic
hedgerows, boundary walling or traditional grass verges.

harm to the character and appearance of the conservation area or aspects
identified in this appraisal as positive.

Threat 3: Impact on ridge and furrow
A large area of excellently maintained ridge and furrow lies to the
south of Great Brington and contributes positively to the character
and appearance of the conservation area and its setting through its
historic interest as evidence of the medieval and early modern
settlement, and also as a significant landscape feature in views both
of and from the conservation area. This feature could be at risk from
damage through destructive farming techniques or future
development in the area. A portion of the most significant remains
has been suggested as a candidate for the local list with a view to
preserving its significance. Its loss could impact negatively on the
conservation area.

These circumstances could threaten the character and appearance of the
conservation area and its setting.

Recommendation 2: Development proposals should have regard to the
established form, scale, design and materials used within the conservation
area as highlighted in this appraisal and other planning documents.
Development will normally be supported only if it preserves or enhances
the character and appearance of the conservation area including the local
vernacular and the settings of listed buildings.

Recommendation 3

Existing historic structures and boundary treatments should be retained
and re-used wherever possible, whilst retaining their agricultural and
vernacular character and appearance through sympathetic conversion.

Applications or proposals which would preserve and enhance the
ridge and furrow, and by default the setting of the conservation
area, will be supported. Proposals should have regard to the
wording of Policy BN5 of the West Northants Joint Core Strategy,
which supports the retention of historic ridge and furrow.

Change of use should be carried out in strict accordance with local
authority guidelines and restrictions.
When forming proposals or determining planning decisions, consideration
should be given to the effects of both main and auxiliary uses and activities
associated with proposals or changes of use, and how these could cause

Threat 4: Impact on archaeology
Great Brington is a village which has developed over many centuries, as
such it is recognised that evidence for past occupation may survive as
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buried archaeological remains within the modern settlement.
Development proposals have the potential to have a detrimental impact
on these remains.

to the highways. Where possible, Daventry District Council will seek to
ensure that the public realm does not detract from the character of the
conservation area. The availability of off-road parking should be
considered as part of developments which could lead to an increase in car
parking on the highway. Parking facilities should be sited and designed so
that they are in keeping with the character and appearance of the area in
terms of materials and scale.

Recommendation 4: Development which involves below ground
excavation should have regard to the potential for remains of
archaeological interest. Professional advice should be sought and
appropriate assessment undertaken to assess the extent and significance
of any remains which may be affected by proposals.

Threat 6: Impact on Trees
Trees make an important contribution to the character of Great Brington.
They help to create the enclosed atmosphere at particular locations, they
screen the village from the busy A425, and they form an important aspect
of views within the conservation area. There are a significant number of
Tree Preservation Orders within the conservation area. Numerous trees
which are not protected by Tree Preservation Orders contribute directly to
the special historic interest of Great Brington.

Threat 5: Highways
Controls over highways are not within the remit of Daventry District
Council. It is recognised that highways and the public realm directly
contribute to the character of conservation areas, however there is little
which can be achieved by the District Council in the short term.
Northamptonshire County Council is responsible for the majority of
highways matters. There are also strict regulations surrounding the safety
of the public realm, to which the councils must adhere.

Recommendation 6: Under Section 211 of the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990 permissions are required to carry out works to trees
over a certain size within a conservation area. This includes topping,
lopping, pruning and felling.

Traffic management should be undertaken in order to preserve and
enhance the conservation area where possible.
Areas of historic paving material or sympathetic surfaces are vulnerable to
damage or removal during utilities work.

Development proposals should have regard for the contribution of trees
throughout the conservation area as well as their effect on its setting.
Great Brington contains a number of mature trees of various species and
boundary planting which contribute directly to its secluded and peaceful
character.

A lack of available off-road parking also detracts from the public realm.

Recommendation 5: Development proposals should have regard to the
impact of traffic levels on the historic environment. Where possible,
historic paving materials and surfaces should be retained after any works

Threat 7: Public Realm
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The condition of the public realm has great effect on the quality of a
conservation area, and should be maintained to a high standard by all
stakeholders. Street furniture within the Great Brington Conservation
Area is minimal and generally of a traditional appearance, including
wrought iron and timber benches. The condition of the public realm in
Great Brington is generally complementary to the conservation area, and
should be maintained as such.

Recommendation 7: Where possible street furniture within the
conservation area should be consolidated and kept to a minimum in order
to prevent cluttering the street space. Good design and quality should be
encouraged to enhance the conservation area.
Future works should be undertaken with reference to Historic England’s
Streets for All: East Midlands guidance.

67

http://www.greatbringtonparishchurch.co.uk/1411.html
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This document was produced with reference to:
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Historic England (2015) The Setting of Heritage Assets: Historic
Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning 3

Information regarding local history can be found at the Northamptonshire
Record Office or Northamptonshire Libraries.
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Management

For advice relating to development within conservation areas, please
contact the District Council’s Development Management department via
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Telephone: 01327 871100.

Internet Sources

Information and advice for those living and working within conservation
areas can also be found on the Historic England website at:

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list

www.historicengland.org.uk/advice/your-home/owning-historicproperty/conservation-area/.

https://www.oldmapsonline.org/
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Copyright
Ordnance Survey Maps are reproduced under license. ©Crown Copyright.
All rights reserved. West Northamptonshire Council Licensee number
100063706 2021.
OS maps may not be reproduced without the permission of Ordnance
Survey. Images have been reproduced with permission.
Text and images in this document are subject to copyright and may not be
reproduced without appropriate referencing.
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Appendix A: Listed Buildings and Scheduled Monuments
List Entry
Number

Name

Grade

National Heritage List for England web page

1356616

Carey House (listed as
“Carely House” on the
National Heritage List
for England)”

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1356616

1067027

The Last Straw

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1067027
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Image

1067661

Birchfield Farmhouse

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1067661

1372012

Althorp Coaching Inn
(Formerly Fox &
Hounds)

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1372012
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1067618

Stables (approximately
10 metres west of the
Fox & Hounds public
house)

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1067618

1067619

46, 47 & 48 Main St.

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1067619
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1067025

51, 52 & 53 Main St.

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1067025

1067026

54 & 55 Main St.

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1067026
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1262773

56, 57 & 58 Main St.

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1262773

1067620

60 & 61 Main St.

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1067620
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1356617

63 Main St.

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1356617

1067621

Green Meadow
(The Old Rectory)

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1067621
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1356618

Village Cross
(approximately 40
metres south-west of
St Mary’s church)

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1356618

1067623

Gates & gatepiers
(approximately 15
metres west of church
of St Marys)

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1067623
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1067622

Church of St Mary

I

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1067622

1356619

Chest tomb
(approximately 2
metres east of St
Marys church)

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1067624
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1067624

Chest tomb
(approximately 20
metres east of east
end of St Marys
church)

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1067624

1045896

Chest tomb
(approximately 20
metres east of north
east corner of St Marys
church)

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1045896
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1356620

73 & 74 Whilton Road

II

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/listentry/1356620
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