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1. Introduction
1.1 The residents of Drayton Park wish to preserve the unique and special character
of this area and are so proposing this Design Statement which should be taken into
account by residents who are making future applications and local planning authority
when considering whether permission should be granted.
1.2 During the late summer and early autumn of 2019 a large majority of residents
became signatories to a petition to support their desire that they do not wish to see
any unsympathetic development which would detract from the uniqueness of the
neighbourhood. They do not wish there to be any potential erosion in the standards
that define the distinctiveness of the locality, its amenities or its special character. 23
of the 27 dwellings were signatories to the petition and from these an Administrative
Group was formed. This comprised 6 persons from 5 dwellings covering the distinct
areas of the estate.
1.3 This group took the petition to Councillors and Officers of Daventry District
Council. Under their guidance the group formulated an initial Design Document in
the form of a booklet and a reply form which it put out for consultation circulated to
the whole local area and those with specialist knowledge in this field. The responses
were again circulated and further comment requested. This statement is written
taking into account the comments and observations from that consultation.
1.4 Following the petition the administrative group produced the initial version of the
Drayton Park Design Document. This was presented to, and has been adopted by,
Daventry Town Council as a Supplementary Planning Document.
1.5 Daventry District Council approved the draft Design Statement for formal
consultation which took place in March to April and September to October 2020.
Following consideration of the responses by the Council the Design Statement was
adopted in December 2020.

2

1.6 This approach reflects the guiding development plans i.e. the West
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (Part 1) and the adopted Daventry
Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2) because decisions on planning
applications must be taken in line with these unless material considerations indicate
otherwise. The Drayton Park Design Statement Supplementary Planning Document
is a material consideration in decision making for applications.

2. Location
Map 1 Location of Drayton Park, Daventry, NN11 8TB

2.1
Drayton Park lies 2 kilometres to the north of Daventry town centre and
immediately to the south west of Drayton Reservoir which forms the site’s north and
east boundaries. Drayton Way forms the southern boundary whilst to the west is the
former Daventry-Braunston railway that is now a mature area of attractive planting
within which a footpath and cycleway has been provided.
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Map 2 Property locations on Drayton Park

3.

Drayton Park – a description

3.1 Drayton Park is a modern planned housing estate of 27 dwellings with a very
distinct character. It was developed in the late 1980’s and early 1990’s. This
character is derived from large, individually designed dwellings on large plots with
significant levels of landscaping in and around the plots. It results in an attractive,
landscaped development where large dwellings are noticeable within the street
scene but due to their setback design are not overly dominant.
3.2 There is a large area of public open space running alongside Drayton Reservoir
which is a most attractive and integral part of the development maximising the
waterside setting in some parts but available for all to enjoy. Around all of Drayton
Park the houses had planted hedging and then a grass verge between the pavement
and the road. This was planted with decorative trees. This further enhanced the
green and leafy aspect.
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Aerial photograph of Drayton Park

4. Drayton Park – a history
4.1 In November 1989 Daventry District Council published a “Residential Plots
Development Brief” which designated the location of the estate and laid out the plots.
Site conditions of each plot were broadly similar but varied mainly in terms of their
topography and coverage by the existing tree/shrub groups. The Housing Layout and
Design gave emphasis to generous provisions of open space and planting, welcomed
individual building design but strove to ensure bonding together by a landscape
framework to create a low density, high quality environment. It sought that an
appropriate degree of co-ordination and consistency be evident throughout Drayton
Park. The Brief stated that it had been written in a way to give this development a
special character and an enhanced standard.
4.2 The Brief was very prescriptive in terms of density, distance between dwellings,
positioning of garages and outbuildings, plus scale, height and materials of buildings.
The allocated distance of a building from a neighbouring boundary was established
as 5m. It encouraged dense planting to integrate the development with its
surroundings. Much attention was given to adequate privacy between dwellings and
requested this to be achieved by detailed design and positioning within plots. The
building design and construction materials were designated and the guidelines
enforced with a great level of attention to detail.
4.3 Many of the present residents were the owners/developers of their plots and
confirm that Daventry District Council ensured the guidelines were strictly followed
5

during the Application and Development process. Whilst this may have been
unsettling at the time (30 years ago) it generated the special nature and character of
this executive estate. It is this uniqueness which the residents are seeking to
preserve.

Cover of DDC document – Development Brief

5.Drayton Park Design Statement - guidelines
5.1 These guidelines ensure that the scale, density, height, landscape, layout and
access of any development preserve the area’s distinctiveness, that the attractive,
landscaped and open character be maintained and that an appropriate degree of coordination and consistency is evident throughout Drayton Park. Any submitted
application should take account that when considered by the local Planning Authority
these guidelines will be a material consideration.

5.2 Setting and landscaping (including biodiversity)
5.2.1
This is the most important element of the distinct and special character of Drayton
Park. Landscaping is the key feature and cornerstone of this unique development.
The landscape framework of the development which includes the open space
alongside Drayton Reservoir, mature boundary planting around the development and
between the plots, large domestic gardens and street trees combine to form a strong
network of green infrastructure and links to the blue infrastructure of Drayton
Reservoir. This has many benefits for biodiversity, informal recreation, health and
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wellbeing and mitigating against climate change at a local neighbourhood level.
Natural England has published guidance on delivering green infrastructure at a local
scale. Any alteration or extension should encourage retention or enhancement of a
natural landscaped appearance. Any loss of planting/landscaping should be
minimised unless completely necessary to accommodate any development. Any
loss of landscaping should be fully detailed on any submitted proposal.
[A link to the relevant document is available in Section 7.]
5.2.2 Landscaping content should be treated as an equal feature in development
proposals, given the emphasis on creating a lush green environment in keeping with
the waterside location.
5.2.3 Whenever possible existing landscaping should be maintained. If natural
attractive features such as trees and hedges are not retained or if the building is to
be close to such plants then this should be detailed in an Impact Report which
should give specific information about how to mitigate damage to root systems and
higher foliage which are to be protected and preserved. (The local Planning
Authority’s Requirement List includes the need for a Tree Survey/Arboricultural
Statement.) When a Tree Survey/ Arboricultural Impact Report is a part of a
submission for planning should that application be granted then this should indicate
a condition that the measures described in the Report are to be fully implemented.
5.2.4 The distance between a building and a neighbouring plot gives the genuine
chance to establish generous landscaping, preserve privacy and help with
incongruity. The 5m distance from boundaries should be maintained wherever
possible.
5.2.5 The dwellings were all planted with hedges along the road facing boundary
with the pedestrian footpath. This creates a level of harmony throughout the estate.
This principle of planting along this border should be maintained and not replaced by
walls or other non-planted fence, with the exception of a structural marker wall to
indicate an entrance or to facilitate a gate.
5.2.6 Boundary definitions such as gates should be in keeping with the character of
the plot.
5.2.7 Proposals to enhance the landscape features within and between plots will be
supported. Preference should be to use native tree and shrub species or non-native
species that provide a food source or habitat for wildlife.
5.2.8 There is extensive and diverse wildlife in Drayton Park, not just in the Public
Open Space but also within the gardens and landscaped areas. Every consideration
should be given to maintaining this diversity and these habitats. Daventry District
Council has published a Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document which
provides useful guidance on how biodiversity should be taken into account in the
planning process. [A link to the relevant document is available in Section 7.]
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Collages 1 and 2 Drayton Park Wildlife
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5.2.9 Guidelines – Setting and landscaping (including biodiversity)
1 To each side of a property there should be generous landscaping to
establish a high quality, low density.
2 Any application which removes or may impact upon trees and hedges
should be accompanied by a Tree Survey/Arboricultural Statement which sets
out how the impact may be minimised or mitigated. The Planning Application
decision notice should indicate implementation of these measures to preserve
landscape features.
3 The design should maintain and enhance the network of green and blue
infrastructure connections provided by the landscape framework to preserve
the high quality, low density environment and to maximise opportunities for
biodiversity enrichment.
4 Any proposed development shall be required to take into account the
relationship to neighbouring properties. Substantial planting helps with
removing any such inappropriateness and helps to integrate the development
with its surroundings.
5 Proposals to enhance the landscape features within and between plots will
be supported. Preference should be given to native tree and shrub species or
non -native species that provide a food source or habitat.

5.3 New buildings, alterations, and extensions (including materials and scale)
5.3.1 Proposals for alterations and extensions should not adversely affect the
character or appearance of Drayton Park. Any development should be sympathetic
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to the character in terms of proportions, scale, material, detailing and preservation of
a natural landscaped look.
5.3.2 The style of the estate is derived from large, individually designed dwellings on
landscaped plots, set back approximately 10m from the front boundary plot and inset
5m from a neighbouring boundary.
5.3.3 Although there is a wide range of building styles, materials for external facings
have been selected for interest and durability. The dominant external facings are
conventional brickwork for walls and slate or plain tiles for roofs. It is important that
this should be maintained.
5.3.4 The Design Statement guidelines indicate that a new development should be
built in the same or similar materials (brick, roofing, window frames, etc) as the
existing building although it should be taken into account that building materials
improve and fashions change so minor aesthetic improvements should be given
consideration provided they are sympathetic to the original dwelling and are
sympathetic to immediate neighbours.
5.3.5 Additions to existing buildings on new development should not exceed two
storeys and the height of the roofline should reflect or be below the roofline of
adjacent buildings. Since the estate was originally constructed a number of
properties have been extended, enlarged or developed. This has resulted, in some
cases, in the loss of considerable green landscaping which has changed the
character and appearance of parts of the estate. Proposals for alterations and
extensions should complement the character and appearance of Drayton Park and
its setting.
5.3.6 Privacy is a principal concern and any development should always ensure
‘overlooking’ is eliminated from any proposal by detailed design or remoteness.
‘Overshadowing’ is also a consideration. The loss of daily sunlight from any part of a
neighbouring garden should be designed out or reduced to have the absolute
minimum impact.

5.3.7 Guidelines – New buildings, alterations, and extensions (including materials and
scale)
1 New buildings, alterations or extensions should be built to a design and
utilise materials that complement the existing building.
2 New buildings or extensions should be a maximum of two storeys and have
pitched roofs
3The majority of the plot should be retained as open space.
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4 Buildings should be positioned a distance of 5 metres from shared plot
boundaries.
5 Garages should be sited within 5 metres of the dwelling. A garage should
not be built in front of, and should not obscure the face of, the dwelling.
6 Attention should be paid to the relationship of the proposed development to
neighbouring properties to ensure that the amenity of surrounding properties
is protected.

6. Photo gallery
Photographs showing the landscape features and special character of Drayton Park.

7.References
Contact details for Daventry District Council’s Development Management
Department
Email: plancare@daventrydc.gov.uk
And DDC Local Strategy Team
Email: planningpolicy.ddc@daventrydc.gov.uk.
Natural England Green Infrastructure Guidance
Daventry District Council adopted Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document
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