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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Background
This is the Non-Technical Summary of the Sustainability Appraisal Report (SA report) for the
Daventry Local Plan Part 2.
The Daventry Local Plan Part 2 outlines policies to guide development within Daventry to 2029.
In order to test its effects on environmental, social and economic objectives, the preparation of
the Local Plan has been subject to an assessment of its effects in line with the requirements of
international and national regulations (hereafter in this report referred to as an SA). The SA is
being carried out by an independent consultancy called Ramboll ENVIRON who have been
appointed by the Council.
Regulations require that at some point in the writing of the Local Plan an assessment is carried
out and an SA report is produced and consulted on. The SA report should set out the results of
the SA process, outline why alternatives to the plan were selected, report on the potential effects
of the draft Local Plan and outline a programme for monitoring the effects of the plan.
This document is a summary in non-technical language of the contents of the SA report.
Regulations state that the report should include a summary that addresses the following:













1.1

An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or programme, and relationship with
other relevant plans and programmes (see section 2 of this document);
The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment (baseline) and the likely
evolution thereof without implementation of the plan or programme (future baseline). This
includes consideration of existing environmental problems (see section 3 of this document);
The environmental protection objectives, which are relevant to the plan or programme and
the way those objectives and any environmental, considerations have been taken into
account during its preparation (see section 2 of this document);
The likely significant effects on the environment;
The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset any significant
adverse effects on the environment of implementing the plan or programme (mitigation) (see
section 6 of this document);
An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with (see section 5 of this
document);
A description of how the assessment was undertaken including any difficulties (such as
technical deficiencies or lack of know-how) encountered in compiling the required information
(see section 4 of this document); and
A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring (see section 7 of this document).

How to comment on the report
Comments are invited on all aspects of this report. Please return your response form to the Local
Strategy Service using the details below:
 By Post: Local Strategy Service, Daventry District Council, Lodge Road, Daventry,
Northamptonshire, NN11 4FP
 By e-mail: planningpolicy@daventrydc.gov.uk

1
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2.

DAVENTRY LOCAL PLAN PART 2

2.1

What does the plan include?
The plan includes a vision, objectives and a number of policies for achieving the Local Plan
objectives, setting out how much development is intended to happen where and by what means
it will be delivered. Once adopted the Local Plan Part 2 will form part of the development plan
(working in conjunction with the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy which has already
been adopted). The objectives of the Local Plan are shown Box 1.
Box 1: Objectives
Objective 1 - Climate Change
To minimise demand for resources and mitigate and adapt to climate change, by:

Promoting sustainable design and construction in all new development;


Ensuring strategic development allocations are located and designed so as to be
resilient to future climate change and risk of flooding;



Encouraging renewable energy production in appropriate locations; and



Ensuring new development promotes the use of sustainable travel modes.

Objective 2 - Infrastructure and Development
To protect and enhance existing local services and to ensure social, physical and green
infrastructure is adequately provided to meet the needs of people and business in a timely and
sustainable manner in response to regeneration and new development.
Objective 3 - Connections
To reduce the need to travel, shorten travel distances and make sustainable travel a priority by
maximising the use of alternative travel modes. In so doing, combat congestion in our main
towns and town centres, reduce carbon emissions and address social exclusion for those in both
rural and urban areas who do not have access to a private car.
Objective 4 - Protecting and Building Urban Communities
To ensure new development in urban areas effectively supports and links new and existing
communities physically and socially, to achieve social cohesion and address the areas of
deprivation identified in parts of Daventry.
Objective 5 - Supporting Daventry Town Centre
To support the regeneration of Daventry town centre through planned growth and infrastructure
delivery.
Objective 6 - Economic Advantage
To strengthen and diversify the local economy by taking advantage of our internationally wellplaced location, strategic transport network and proximity to London and Birmingham.
Objective 7 - Specialist Business Development
To support and develop opportunities for specialist employment clusters and business
development focused on a low carbon economy.
Objective 8 - Educational Attainment
To raise educational achievement and the skills base of our communities through supporting the
development of learning infrastructure and strengthening the link between local businesses and
local schools, Moulton and Northampton Colleges, the University of Northampton and other
educational establishments.
Objective 9 - Housing
To provide a range of housing in sustainable locations to ensure all residents have access to a
home that they can afford and that meets their needs. Housing development will be focused at
the most sustainable location of Daventry with limited development in the rural areas to provide
for local needs and support local services.
Objective 10 - Protecting and Supporting Rural Communities
2
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To protect and support rural communities to ensure they thrive and remain vital.
Objective 11 - Rural Diversification and Employment
To support rural diversification and rural employment opportunities, in particular those related
to agriculture, horticulture and forestry.
Objective 12 - Green Infrastructure
To protect natural species present in the District and enhance the existing strategic green
infrastructure network, including biodiversity corridors, by incorporating and designing these
into Sustainable Urban Extensions (SUEs) at Northampton and Daventry.
Objective 13 - High Quality Design
To achieve high quality design in both rural and urban areas that takes account of local character
and heritage and provides a safe, healthy and attractive place for residents, visitors and
businesses.
Objective 14 - Heritage
To conserve and where possible enhance, through carefully managed change, heritage assets
and their settings, and to recognise their role in providing a sense of place and local
distinctiveness.
The plan policies are grouped under the following headings:
 Chapter 1: Introduction
 Chapter 2: Spatial Portrait
 Chapter 3: Vision and Objectives
 Chapter 4: Daventry District Spatial Strategy
 Chapter 5: Development in the Rural Areas
 Chapter 6: Meeting the District’s Housing Needs
 Chapter 7: A Vibrant Economy
 Chapter 8: Sustainable Transport
 Chapter 9: Built and Natural Environment
 Chapter 10: Community Facilities
 Chapter 11: Parish Annex
2.2

Relationship with other plans and programmes
The Local Plan has the following relationships with other plans and programmes:
 International legislation and policy which sets a number of targets, objectives and obligations
which planning documents should seek to achieve;
 National legislation and policy which outlines measures to achieve many of these obligations
through setting regional and local targets for public bodies to achieve and by outlining
principles which planning policies and decisions needs to adhere to; and
 Local and regional policy sets outs more specific local targets and local actions needed to
achieve them.
Particularly important for the Local Plan are international obligations and objectives on various
environmental issues such as air quality standards, climate change and biodiversity; and national
and regional targets on housing affordability, flooding, development on brownfield land etc. It is
the job of the Local Plan to ensure that the land use implications of meeting these targets are
fully considered.

2.3

How environmental protection objectives have been taken into account
Regulations require that the SA considers how environmental protection objectives are taken into
account in the development of the plan or programme. For the Daventry Local Plan a full review
of the key objectives within other plans and policy documents has been undertaken for each topic
(e.g. air quality and noise, health, biodiversity, etc.). These objectives have then been used to
develop an SA framework. The SA framework is then used to test the Local Plan and
recommendations are made to strengthen the Local Plan. The SA framework is shown in Table
4.1.
3
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3.

THE SUSTAINABILITY BASELINE

3.1

Introduction
The SA team has collected information on the current state of the environment (including any
problems, issues and characteristics of the plan area) and how it is likely to change if the plan
were not developed (i.e. development were allowed to continue but unrestrained by the policies
in the Local Plan). This enables the SA team to have an accurate view of what changes the plan
could give rise to within the plan area. A summary of this work is presented in Table 3.1.

4
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Table 3.1: Baseline Data Summary
Issue / data (incl. source)

Likely future baseline

Air quality and noise










Road transport is the main source of air and noise pollution.
There are no Air Quality Management Areas declared in Daventry but there are
some air quality hotspots.
Limited public transport provision and high levels of car ownership lead to high
levels of car trips.




Archaeology and cultural heritage



 Continued decline in the condition of heritage assets.

There are 24 Conservation Areas and 1,500 listed buildings in Daventry. There
are 10 registered parks and gardens.
There are 17 assets on the heritage buildings at risk register.

Biodiversity, flora and fauna





A low level of statutory protection for nature conservation making designated
sites even more valuable.
There are 9 SSSIs. 42.9% of this area is in favourable condition, decreased
from 46.2% in 2012.
There are no Special Protection Areas or Special Areas of Conservation.
The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area (NIA) was designated in 2012 and
extends from Daventry to Peterborough including the River Nene and its main
tributaries.

Potential increasing pressure on assets from development.

natural habitats.
 A continued loss of scarce plant species.
 A continued increase in the amount of habitat fragmentation.

 Crime is likely to stay fairly low in Daventry.

There is relatively low crime per capita in Daventry.

Education and training




 A continued decline in the condition of the majority of semi-

Crime and community safety


An increase in traffic on roads in Northamptonshire above the
national average growth rate
An increase in the proportion of people using private transport
and a decrease in the proportion using public transport and
bicycles.
The trend towards longer distance commuting is continuing
albeit at reduced rates of growth.
Potential increases in noise due to increases in traffic

 The potential for a continued upward trend in the proportion of

the working-age population with Level 3 and Level 4 skills.

Daventry has a strong skills base.

5
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Table 3.1: Baseline Data Summary
Issue / data (incl. source)


Likely future baseline

Daventry performs very well in terms of qualifications against the National
average.

Energy and climatic factors

 Potential for an increase in flood risk



 A continued increase in temperature.




The average SAP (energy efficiency) rating for all private properties in Daventry
is 57 showing that properties have a higher efficiency than South
Northamptonshire.
There is an increased risk of winter floods in the region under climate change
scenarios.
West Northamptonshire is continuing to develop capacity for renewable energy
generation, although this is showing signs of slowing down.

 Wetter winters and drier summers.
 A continued decrease in greenhouse gas emissions.
 A continued increase in regional electricity use.
 A continued increase in energy generation by renewables.
 There is increasing pressure for wind farm development in the

county.
Health and well being




 A continued decrease in premature death rates and an

Below average levels of illness.
Life expectancy higher than the Northamptonshire average.
All districts in Northamptonshire have a higher proportion of obese adults than
the national average.

Labour market and economy




increase in life expectancy.
 A continued problem with obesity.

 Continued high levels of in commuting and potential out

A significant number of people commute from outside West Northamptonshire to
work in the plan area.
Daventry has 3.6% unemployment compared with 4.8% for the UK as a whole
(NOMIS, 2015 figures).
The area has a strong representation in logistics, transport and communications
(related to good accessibility) and in financial services. Other key sectors within
the county include motor sport and high performance engineering, food and
drink, and environmental technologies.

6

commuting.
 A potential for continuing strong growth in the local

economies.
 Unemployment could rise but should stay lower than the UK

rate.
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Table 3.1: Baseline Data Summary
Issue / data (incl. source)

Likely future baseline

Landscape and townscape






 Continued pressures on landscape and townscape leading to a

No national level landscape designations, such as Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty. There are four Special Landscape Areas, which together cover much of
Daventry district (Daventry Local Plan 1997 Proposals Map). These are
currently under review.
Within the landscape of the county there is increasing development on edge-oftown and edge-of-village locations and conversion to arable agriculture, thereby
resulting in loss of hedgerows, an increase in field size and loss of semi-natural
habitats.
Daventry Country Park is the principal recreational resource in the landscape.

Material assets




degradation in character.

 Dwellings within Daventry District and Northampton Borough

Daventry has met or exceeded the housing requirement every year since 2011 the start of the Core Strategy plan period.
Daventry has a demonstrated 5 year housing land supply.
Daventry District has seen its affordable housing delivery increase by 26.1% in
the past year with the largest number of units since 2001, with 17 more units
being provided than last year giving a total delivery of 82 units. This brings the
level of output to well above the average of 53.5 units over the last decade.

are likely to continue to be more affordable in comparison with
those within South Northamptonshire.
 Delivery of affordable housing is likely to be challenging in

future years having regard to the availability of funding to
support delivery and viability considerations, particularly on
the larger development sites.
 Land supply, in terms of plots with consent, has been

increasing slowly since 2010 but will remain challenging,
especially with regard to the delivery of employment uses.

Population

 A steadily increasing population.



 Significant and consistent levels of net in-migration



2015 population figures (NOMIS) show that Daventry has a population of
80,000.
Population growth at 7.8% has been above the national average of 7.2% (2011
census). 76% of this has been due to births and deaths and the rest from in
migration.

7

 The potential for an aging population and a fall in the working

age population.
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Table 3.1: Baseline Data Summary
Issue / data (incl. source)


Likely future baseline

There have been noticeable increases in the under 5 population (19% increase)
and the over 85 population (33% increase) since the 2001 census in the county
as a whole (2011 census).

Social deprivation


 Deprivation seems to have decreased in Daventry in the most

Daventry has a lower proportion of households that are deprived compared to
the England average.

Soils, geology and land use




 Potential reduction of brownfield development rates owing to

Daventry District, having seen an increase in housing development on Previously
Developed Land from 62.07% to 89.34% in 2012/13, followed by a drop to
34.91% in 2013/14, has seen a much smaller drop to 32.57%.
The Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan (2017) allocates sites for
sand and gravel extraction, for crushed rock extraction, for building and roofing
stone extraction and for the processing of secondary and recycled materials. A
number of these sites are in Daventry.

Waste


recent statistical release. However, deprivation levels may
increase in the future under recession conditions.

the level of allocations in the Joint Core Strategy on greenfield
land
 A changing pattern of mineral extraction in the river valleys of

the Nene, Welland, Tove, Ise, and Great Ouse
 Development density may reduce in the future because of the

removal of minimum targets from national guidance.
 An increase in municipal waste arisings due to an increase in

households.

Forward projections suggest that total municipal waste will increase.

 An increase in the rate of recycling. However, this is

accompanied by an increase in the generation of household
waste at a rate above that of population growth.
Water


 Increasing pressure on water resources which will only worsen

Water quality and supply should not be a constraint to growth at Daventry.

8
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4.

HOW THE ASSESSMENT WAS UNDERTAKEN

4.1

Introduction
The purpose of the SA is to assess the environmental, social and economic effects of the plan.
The rest of this section explains how this is done.

4.2

Questions used to guide the SA
A review has been undertaken of the baseline environmental, social and economic conditions of
the plan area and the important objectives that the plan should be helping to achieve. This
information has then been used to develop the SA framework. To carry out the assessment the
Local Plan is compared against the different elements of the SA framework and effects identified.
The SA framework is shown in Table 4.1.

Table 4.1: SA framework
SA objectives

Appraisal questions to be used as a
guide. Will the Local Plan lead to…?

1. Air quality and noise
SO1a: Reduce the need to travel, facilitate
modal shift and minimise congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of people who are
affected by air and noise pollution






2. Archaeology and cultural heritage
SO2a: Protect and enhance designated and
undesignated heritage assets and their
setting, including listed buildings, scheduled
monuments, registered parks and gardens,
registered battlefields, conservation areas and
other archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic landscapes
3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the structure
and function of habitats, the integrity of
designated and undesignated sites, and
conservation status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect greenspace
networks and habitat connectivity, including
river and stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal
SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats within the
area
SO3d: Maintain and improve the conservation
status of selected non-designated nature
conservation sites
4. Crime and community safety
SO4aTo improve community safety, reduce
crime and the fear of crime




Development that affects heritage assets?
Well-designed development that is well
related to the surrounding area?



Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
fragmentation of, and enhancement of
designated and undesignated wildlife sites,
protected species and priority species /
habitats, including those within the
Northamptonshire BAP?
Development which enhances the
ecological services of the wider area?
Development which incorporates green
infrastructure into the design e.g. green
corridors, linking open space etc?
Development which supports the aims and
objectives of the Nene Valley Nature
Improvement Area?









9

An increased dependence on car use?
Improvements in access to good public
transport?
Impacts on traffic congestion hotspots
(particularly transit sites)?
Location of new development in areas of
high noise levels or poor air quality?

Designing out crime and a feeling of
security through better design?
Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including
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Table 4.1: SA framework
SA objectives

Appraisal questions to be used as a
guide. Will the Local Plan lead to…?
consideration of provision as part of large
new residential developments?

5. Education and training
SO5a: Improve access to education and
lifelong learning
SO5b: Promote sustainable modes of travel to
access education
6. Energy and climatic factors
SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of dwellings,
use of low carbon technologies and
adaptation to long term climate change
SO6b: Increase the local renewable energy
generating capacity
7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and reduce health
inequalities













8. Labour market and economy
SO8a: Improve access to employment
opportunities






9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality, character and
local distinctiveness of the landscape, and the
features within them are conserved and
enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design of the
built environment
10. Material assets
SO10a: To ensure that the housing stock
meets the housing needs of the local people
11. Population and social deprivation
SO11a: Ensure good access to services
SO11b: To reduce spatial inequalities in
social opportunities
12. Soil, geology and land use
SO12a: Reduce land contamination, and
safeguard soil and geological quality and
quantity

10




Adequate supporting educational
infrastructure associated with new
residential developments?
Easier access to education facilities
especially by public transport?
Developments incorporating low carbon
technologies where appropriate?
An increase in energy efficient measures
in the design of new developments?
A better consideration of climate change
adaptation measures?
Improved access to healthcare including
through sustainable transport means?
Adequate supporting health services
associated with new residential
developments?
An improvement in the quality of homes?
An adequate supply of land to meet the
requirements of growth sectors?
A reduction in travel distances to work and
ensuring access to employment by more
sustainable modes?
A correction of imbalances between
residential and employment development
to reduce in / out commuting?
Protection of areas of valued landscape
and townscape?
Development which considers the existing
character, form and pattern of the
surrounding area?



Sufficient housing and affordable housing
to meet identified needs?



Provision of appropriate community and
social infrastructure?





The remediation of contaminated sites?
Development on brownfield sites?
Development that protects sites valued for
their geological characteristics?
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Table 4.1: SA framework
SA objectives

Appraisal questions to be used as a
guide. Will the Local Plan lead to…?



13. Waste
SO13a: To reduce waste generation and
disposal, increase recycling and achieve the
sustainable management of waste
14. Water
SO14a: Maintain and continue to improve the
ecological and chemical quality of
groundwater and surface waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO4c: Improve efficiency of water use
SO14d: Identify opportunities to implement
strategic flood risk management options /
measures to reflect the objectives in the River
Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs















4.3

Development that protects valued
agricultural land?
Development that safeguards minerals?
Reduce the amount of waste generated by
development?
An increase in waste recovery before final
disposal?
Development where adequate water
supply, foul drainage, sewage treatment
facilities and surface water drainage is
available?
Development which supports and
corresponds with the NPPF, Planning
Practice Guidance and the flood risk
policies of the EA and LLFA.
Development which incorporates SUDS?
Water efficient design and reduction in
water consumption?
The sustainable use of water resources?
The requirements of the Water Framework
Directive River Basin Management Plans
being met (incl. improvement of water
bodies)?
The maintenance and enhancement of
riverside and water based recreational
activities?

How the assessment was carried out
The plan has been assessed using tables (called SA matrices) which help the SA team to compare
different elements of the plan against the SA framework. A combination of expert judgement
and analysis of baseline data has been used to judge the potential effects of the plan. Once an
effect has been identified, this is then scored according to how significant the effect could be.
Table 4.2 outlines how these scores are defined.
Table 4.2: Significance criteria
Score

Description

Symbol

Significant positive effect

The option strongly supports the achievement
of the SA Objective and has a major positive
effect with relation to characteristics of the
effect and the sensitivity of the receptors
The option generally support the achievement
of the SA Objective and has a minor positive
effect with relation to characteristics of the
effect and the sensitivity of the receptors

++

The option does not have an effect on the
achievement of the SA Objective
The option conflicts with the achievement of
the SA Objective and has a negative effect with

0

Minor positive effect

Neutral
Minor negative effect

11

+

-
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Table 4.2: Significance criteria
Score

Description

Symbol

relation to characteristics of the effect and the
sensitivity of the receptors
Significant negative effect

The option conflicts with the SA Objective and
has a negative effect with relation to
characteristics of the effect and the sensitivity
of the receptors. In addition the future baseline
indicates a worsening trend in the absence of
intervention

--

Uncertain

It is unclear whether there is the potential for a
negative or positive effect on the SA Objective

?

The SA has been carried out at each stage of plan making in order to guide the development of
the plan and ensure that the sustainability effects of the plan have been taken into account at all
stages.
4.4

Difficulties encountered in the SA
One of the main difficulties encountered in the assessment is the uncertainty over whether an
effect is likely to happen or not. Regulations governing SA state that effects assessment should
include assessment of secondary, cumulative, synergistic, short, medium and long-term
permanent and temporary, positive and negative effects. At this high level, however, it is often
not possible to tell (especially with a general policy) what the definite effects are likely to be.
However, where information is available this has been included in the assessment.

12
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5.

ASSESSING ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS

5.1

Assessing alternative options
As well as assessing the effects of the Local Plan at this stage, assessments have been
undertaken of alternative ways of planning for development in Daventry. This work has been
undertaken throughout the development of the Local Plan by assessing options for
strategy/policy and options for development sites.

5.2

Strategy / policy alternatives
The Council has identified strategy / policy alternatives through issuing issues and options
documents in March 2016. Once the issues and options had been identified by the Council these
were assessed for their sustainability effects.
Taking into account all of these considerations the conclusions were made that the only strategic
issue where reasonable alternatives exist and should be tested was development in the open
countryside. Therefore, options in relation to this issue have been tested. Table 5.2 sets out the
results of this assessment.

5.3

Site alternatives
Reasonable site alternatives have been identified at two stages in the Local Plan process. The
process began with the Local Plan (Part 2a) for Daventry District, Issues and Options
Consultation paper (formal Regulation 18 consultation) that the Council produced in early 2016.
At this stage in the process the Council identified the following site alternatives:



Issue 10: Daventry Central Area Sites (6 sites were discussed within the report); and
Issue 13: Daventry Town Housing (4 spatial approaches were identified that discussed which
direction the town should expand).

These issues were subject to SA and the results were published in the following report: Ramboll
Environ (March, 2016): Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2a) For Daventry. SA of the
Issues and Options.
Further work was then completed by the Council on identifying alternative housing and
employment sites in more detail. These alternative sites were assessed by Ramboll Environ in
2017 and assessment tables provided to the Council to assist in the selection of the housing and
employment sites. These assessments of the alternative sites have been included in Annex B of
SA report Part 3B.
Taking all of the above into account the reasons for the selection of the sites are as follows:
Daventry central areas sites: At the issues and options assessment stage 6 sites were
identified. These sites resulted from the Town Centre vision developed in 2004 and are
considered critical to deliver the regeneration aspirations of the town as a whole. The sites that
have been selected are Site 1 (listed as EC2) and Sites 3 and 5 (listed as site EC3). The reason
that these sites have been selected is as follows: These sites have been carried forward from the
saved local plan and form part of wider regeneration approach to the town centre and will
contribute to maintaining the vitality and viability of the town centre. The approach taken for site
selection is one of a sequential approach, which will contribute to achieving sustainability
objectives.
Daventry town housing (Broad locations based on Issues and Options): At the issues and
options stage the following broad approaches were tested and helped the Council to further
develop the strategy: A. Expansion to the South East; B. Expansion to the North; C. Expansion to
the South/South West; D. Consolidate on existing sites and within the Town; or E (please see
13
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Figure 5.1). Other options not considered. The reasons for selection of the sites are as follows:
Option A: This is considered to represent a reasonable option by virtue of proximity to the Town
Centre and proximity to the A45 (a key transport route); Option B: This is considered to
represent a reasonable option by virtue proximity to the A45 (a key transport route), the A361
and existing residential development; Option C: This is considered to represent a reasonable
option by virtue proximity to the A425 (a key transport route), the Staverton Sports Park and
existing residential development; Option D: This is considered to represent a reasonable option
by virtue of it being in close proximity to services and facilities within the Town and Option E:
This provides opportunity for prospective landowners to put forward alternative options to those
listed above which will be assessed at draft stage accordingly. The Local Plan has chosen a
hybrid option which sees expansion mainly to the, South West and with some to the North. The
location of the sites are connected to the Daventry town centre and no sites remote from the
town have been assessed The approach to identifying sites outside of Daventry town has been
taken due to the limited choice of sites within the town that has sufficient capacity to
accommodate an appropriate level of sustainable growth.
Housing and employment sites: A large number of housing and employment sites have been
tested and they are shown in Figure 5.2. The alternatives for residential and employment sites
have been established through a combination of sources including a 2016 call for sites. With
respect of the rural areas no sites have been assessed for residential development as the
residential requirement has been met therefore it is not considered reasonable to appraise
alternative sites because no allocations are proposed. With regard to housing, the following sites
have been selected: HO1: Daventry South West Gateway; HO2: Micklewell Park and HO3: Land
at Middlemore. The most appropriate location for growth is based on an assessment of the most
suitable sites informed by a technical assessments, location, capacity, site visits and workshops
with stakeholders including agents and landowners and balancing this against identified issues
and constraints of each site. With regard to employment the following sites have been selected:
Site EC7 (land North West of Nasmyth Road) and EC9 (South East Gateway). The most
appropriate location for growth is based on an assessment of the most suitable sites informed by
a technical assessments, location, capacity, site visits and workshops with stakeholders including
agents and landowners and balancing this against identified issues and constraints of each site.
The preferred approach was selected following assessment of the sites through the SA. The sites
selected were deemed to be most developable based on suitability, availability and achievability.
Site EC7 In particular this was deemed to have the least environmental constraints associated
with it. EC9 was identified due to its proximity to the strategic transport network, the town and
an existing employment site. By virtue of its location the site is a gateway to the town and
presents an opportunity for regeneration and renewal.
Table 5.1 discusses the results of the assessment of the Local Plan alternatives.
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Figure 5.1: Broad development locations assessed at the issues and options stage
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Figure 5.2: Alternative housing and employment sites
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Table 5.1: Results of the Local Plan alternatives
Issue

Summary of performance

Mitigation / Enhancement

Two issues were assessed as part of this issue; the criteria that would be
used to judge development in the open countryside and the matter of the
introduction of the Article 4 direction to remove permitted development
rights for the conversion of agricultural buildings to residential and retail
uses.

Clarification regarding whether the application of
Paragraph 55 of the NPPF would address issues of
sustainable design and construction would be helpful.

Strategy / policy alternatives
Issue 36: Open countryside

The criteria performed broadly positively. They will ensure that
development does not occur in the countryside where there is poor
access to services (including health and education services) and this will
have secondary effects on issues such as air and noise pollution and
traffic congestion. Through the criteria included in the NPPF, issues such
as good design will be integrated into any development in the open
countryside, safeguarding landscape character. In general, the criteria
will help to ensure that local needs for housing and employment are met
in a way that does not compromise wider sustainability objectives or lead
to development that is in an unsustainable location with poor access to
services. One uncertain effect was recorded and this was in relation to
sustainable design and construction. Paragraph 55 of the NPPF states
that development in the open countryside could be allowed where such
development would be of exceptional quality or of an innovative nature
with regard to design. However, it is unclear whether this refers to
matters of sustainable design and construction.
The introduction of the Article 4 direction also scored positively and will
be helpful in ensuring that there is not widespread conversion to
residential and retail in areas that are unsustainable in the open

17



If the Article 4 direction is applied it would be
helpful to test whether it is more acceptable in
some areas than others and more specific
mitigation measures will need to be considered to
reduce the unacceptable sustainability effects.
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Table 5.1: Results of the Local Plan alternatives
Issue

Summary of performance

Mitigation / Enhancement

countryside and cause issues with access to services and development
that is out of character with the open countryside.
Conversely, not introducing an Article 4 direction could lead to
development that would not be considered sustainable against a range of
SA objectives and depending on the location of the development this
could be negative.
Site alternatives
Daventry Central Area Sites

Sites 1, 2 and 3 have been assessed against the sustainability objectives.



Site 1 performs well in relation to improving community safety, providing
enhanced access to employment opportunities, enhancing the existing
landscape and townscape and promoting development on brownfield
sites. Potential negative effects on cultural heritage and existing on-site
ecology are identified. Uncertain effects in relation to air and noise
pollution have been recorded.



Site 2 performs well in relation to provision of sustainable transport,
improving community safety, providing enhanced access to employment
opportunities, enhancing the existing landscape and townscape,
improving access to services and promoting development on brownfield
sites. Potential negative effects on cultural heritage are identified.
Uncertain effects in relation to air and noise pollution have been
recorded.
Site 3 performs well in relation to provision of sustainable transport,
enhancing cultural heritage features, promoting nature
conservation/habitats, improving community safety, providing enhanced
access to employment opportunities, enhancing the existing landscape
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Public transport improvement should be
incorporated into any new development
proposals in locations where existing public
transport is poor.
If any of the new developments do include late
night uses an appropriate noise assessment will
need to be undertaken. This should take into
account the effect of all the potential
developments in the central area
New retail development on Site 1 would need to
be sensitively designed, such that it relates to
the surrounding listed buildings and conservation
area.
Any new development should incorporate
improvements to the public realm, including
landscape planting and screening.
New development proposal should incorporate
footpaths and walkways, where possible.
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Table 5.1: Results of the Local Plan alternatives
Issue

Daventry Town Housing (broad
locations based on issues and
options report)

Summary of performance

Mitigation / Enhancement

and townscape, health and well-being, improving access to services and
promoting development on brownfield sites. No potential negative
impacts are identified. Uncertain effects in relation to air and noise
pollution have been recorded.



The assessment found that, overall, Option D performed most positively
against the SA objectives, with advantages identified in relation to:
 Conservation of ecological habitats
 Improving community safety
 Access to existing employment areas
 Conserving existing landscape character
 Enhancing the form and design of the built environment
 Meeting housing needs
 Access to services
 Reduction of waste generation
Potential negative impacts were identified in relation to cultural heritage
and effects on land and soil and an uncertain effect in relation to the
effect on travel. The site performed less well in relation to meeting
housing need as it cannot meet the identified need on its own.



Option A performs more positively than Options B and C, with
advantages identified in relation to improving health and well-being,
improving access to employment and education opportunities, improving
the built environment and meeting housing needs. Potential negative
impacts are identified in relation to protection of cultural heritage
features, ecological conservation and protection of existing landscape
and townscape.
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New retail development on Site 1 should
incorporate improvements to the public realm,
including amenity planting.
New development should aim to improve the
existing character of each site, and enhance the
existing townscape as much as possible.
Any potential impacts on the setting cultural
heritage features should be identified through
more detailed assessment and mitigation
measures implemented as appropriate.
New development should consider the existing
character, form and pattern of the surrounding
area. Appropriate site screening should be
incorporated where potential significant impacts
on the surrounding landscape are predicted.
New development within Daventry town should
be located on brownfield sites where possible
Green infrastructure into the design should be
incorporated into the design of new development
Secured by design features should be
incorporated into the design of new development
New and accessible educational infrastructure
should be incorporated into new development
proposals, as required
New development should incorporate low carbon
technologies and energy efficiency measures,
where possible
Sufficient affordable housing should be provided
in order to meet the requirements of local people
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Table 5.1: Results of the Local Plan alternatives
Issue

Summary of performance

Mitigation / Enhancement

Option B also performs well against improving health and well-being,
improving access to employment and education opportunities, improving
the built environment and meeting housing needs, with negative impacts
identified in relation to protection of cultural heritage features, ecological
conservation, protection of existing landscape and townscape and
agricultural land.



Any development should ensure provision of new
community and social infrastructure, as
appropriate, as well as public transport provision

Option C performs least well overall, with positive impacts identified in
relation to improving the built environment, improving health and
meeting housing needs and negative impacts also identified in relation to
protection of cultural heritage features, ecological conservation,
protection of existing landscape and townscape and agricultural land.
Housing and employment sites
(Derived from broad options, call
for sites and SA of WNJCS)

Over 25 sites were assessed and each had a combination of positive and
negative effects. The following significant positive effects were
highlighted:


Site 133; 312 (housing) on education and training.



Site 135 (employment); Site 143 (employment); 204
(employment) 323 on labour market and economy.

The following significant negative effects were highlighted:


Site 19; 119 (housing and employment); 133; 135
(employment); 202; 208; 209; 298; 300; 301; 311; 312, 314,
323 on landscape and townscape.



Site 98; 119 (housing and employment); 098, 133; 134; 208,
298; 301; 311; 312 and 323 on archaeology and cultural
heritage.



Site 98 on education and training.



Site 202; 300 on soil, geology and land use.
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Table 5.1: Results of the Local Plan alternatives
Issue

Summary of performance


Mitigation / Enhancement

Site 311 on biodiversity.

The following uncertain effects were highlighted:


Site 19; 19b; 98; 119 (housing); 133; 134; 202; 203; 208; 209;
298; 300; 301; 313; 314; 315on population and social deprivation.



Site 135 (employment); 203; 300; 314 on archaeology and
cultural heritage.



Site 208; 209 on education and training.
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6.

SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS OF THE LOCAL PLAN AND
MITIGATION

6.1

Introduction
Table 6.1 is a summary of the significant and uncertain effects of the Local Plan as identified in
the SA. This table identifies the mitigation measures recommended for the potential significant
and uncertain effects. Mitigation measures are measures suggested to prevent, reduce or offset
negative or uncertain effects. Enhancement measures are measures that can enhance any
positive or neutral effects identified.

6.2

Cumulative effects assessment
Regulations governing SA require an assessment of cumulative effects. Cumulative effects arise,
for instance, where several developments each have insignificant effects but together have a
significant effect; or where the effects of different elements of the plan will have a combined
effect. A separate cumulative effects assessment has been undertaken that has considered how
the different aspects of the plan could cause cumulative effects. The assessment has also
considered how the effects of other projects, plans and programmes could combine with the
effects of the Local Plan. The results of the cumulative effects assessment are as follows:






Effects of the town centre sites proposed within the Local Plan: A number of potential effects
have been identified including effect on traffic and on the Daventry Conservation Area;
Effects of sites on the edge of Daventry especially in the North / North West of Daventry on
traffic;
Other Northampton development: The main area which could have a cumulative impact upon
Daventry is Northampton. This is due to the constrained nature of the Northampton
boundary which means that Northampton Borough Council is currently unable to maintain a
five year supply of housing. However, a sites consultation carried out in Autumn 2017
identifies that they have potentially sufficient sites to meet Northampton Boroughs
requirements as identified in Policy S3 in the WNJCS. The SUE’s that are located within
Daventry District that meet the NRDA requirement are progressing, but slower than
anticipated. Solutions to addressing the shortfall need to be explored through further joint
working which may have implications for this plan as it proceeds through the process. It is
therefore not possible to assess the implications of this at the moment and no sites have
been allocated in the Daventry Local Plan at this stage; and
Adjacent authority’s development plans: Generally, adjoining authorities are not proposing
development allocations near to the Daventry boundary or are proposing development which
would otherwise cumulatively impact upon the area.
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Table 6.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

SA Table 3B(1): Vision and objectives
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The vision and objectives are generally supportive of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(2): Community led planning and neighbourhood planning – NP1
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policies will have a neutral effect on all the SA objectives. The policy sets out the
administrative processes to be followed by neighbourhood groups so the policy in itself will not have
sustainability implications. Individual Neighbourhood Plans could have sustainability implications
but these will be addressed by their own SEA screening. If plans are expected to have
sustainability effects they will need to carry out their own SA processes.
SA Table 3B(3): Daventry District Spatial Strategy – SP1
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The spatial strategy is generally supportive of the sustainability objectives as it will ensure
development is focused on Daventry town ensuring good access to services and public transport
whilst also providing support to rural areas to meet their housing needs. This will have positive
effects on a large number of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(4): Development in the rural areas (please note that this is an assessment of
RA1, RA2, RA3 and RA4 and represents an assessment of the settlement hierarchy and
the approach to rural development at different levels of the settlement hierarchy)
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policies are generally supportive of the sustainability objectives through helping to provide a
scale of housing development that is appropriate to each particular settlement taking into account
that the rural housing requirement has been met. Application of the settlement hierarchy will
ensure that development is focused on the most sustainable locations helping to provide good
access to services and public transport. The policies should also help to protect the character of the
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Table 6.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

natural environment and townscape / landscape as the settlement hierarchy takes into account the
suitability of settlements in accommodating development in terms of environmental constraints.
SA Table 3B(5): Development in the open countryside – RA5
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policies are generally supportive of the sustainability objectives through restricting housing
development in the open countryside. This will help to protect the character of the open
countryside and also support other sustainability objectives through ensuring that development is
focused in areas with better access to sustainable transport and other services.
SA Table 3B(6): Daventry South West – HO1
The site will have a significant negative effect on soil, geology and land use. The site is on Grade 3
(good to moderate quality) agricultural land, is primarily greenfield, part of the site is designated as
a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel and part of the site (Big Hill) is a steep sided
topographical feature and the sites topography may influence the amount of land available for
certain land uses and layouts.

Development of the site could be designed sensitively with
respect to the landscape character and views to/from local
landmarks. This might involve sensitive architectural design
and avoidance of developing the high points at the site (e.g.
near Big Hill).

The site will also have minor negative effects on landscape and townscape, heritage and
biodiversity. The site is previously undeveloped, and would impact upon the current landscape
setting. The site is also located within a Special Landscape Area. However the policy requires
sensitive design to respect the landscape and townscape character.

Further studies are required to investigate the economic
importance of the mineral reserves that will be affected by the
development and whether these can be exploited before
development goes ahead. The layout of the site will need
careful consideration in light of the topography of the site.
Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land is likely to be
difficult.

The site will have minor positive effects on health and well-being, education and training and labour
market and the economy.
SA Table 3B(7): Micklewell Park – HO2
The site will have no significant negative or significant positive effects.
The site will have an uncertain effect on population and social exclusion as the site currently has no
access to local amenities and services at the site scale. Facilities within the remainder of Daventry
are connected to the site, however, there is no existing pedestrian walkway on the A361.
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Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local
services and amenities to meet the demand for the proposed
development and in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements. A Transport Assessment will be required to
ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
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Table 6.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

The site will have minor negative effects on and soil, geology and land use.

The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these
should be incorporated into the development. It is suggested
that this includes a pedestrian walkway along the A361.

The site will have minor positive effects on education and training, health and well-being, labour
market and economy and material assets.
SA Table 3B(8): Land at Middlemore – HO3
The site will have no significant negative or significant positive effects.
The site will have an uncertain effect on population and social exclusion as the site currently has no
access to local amenities and services at the site scale, although facilities within the remainder of
Daventry are connected to the site.
The site will have a minor negative effect on air quality and noise.
The site will have minor positive effects on education and training, health and well-being, labour
market, economy and material assets and soil, geology and land use.

Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local
services and amenities to meet the demand for the proposed
development and in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements. A Transport Assessment will be required to
ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these
should be incorporated into the development. Examples
includes improved bus services, improved footways and
improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.

SA Table 3B(9): Self-build and custom housebuilding – HO4
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a minor positive effect on landscape and townscape in ensuring developers of
self-build and custom built homes adhere to a design code. This will be positive for townscape
character.
SA Table 3B(10): Rural worker dwellings – HO5
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have minor positive effects on air quality and noise, labour market and economy and
landscape and townscape through restricting housing development in the open countryside and
through supporting rural businesses and workers.
SA Table 3B(11): Rural exception site selection – HO6
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A
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Table 6.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

The site will have a minor positive effect on air quality and noise, material assets and population
and social deprivation by ensuring rural exception sites are on the most sustainable sites and
through helping to meet rural housing need.
SA Table 3B(12): Housing mix and type – HO7
No significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a significant positive effect on material assets through ensuring that the
housing mix of the area reflects that needed by the population and can be as flexible as possible as
the needs of the population change. This will particularly help to plan for the ageing population as
the plan addresses special needs accommodation. The policy will have a neutral effect on the other
SA objectives.
SA Table 3B(13): Gypsy, travellers and travelling showpeople – HO8
No significant (negative or positive) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a minor positive effect on material assets through setting out the provision that
will be made for gypsy, traveller and travelling showpeople sites within the area based on an up to
date assessment of need. The policy will have a minor positive effect on a large number of the
other SA objectives through setting clear criteria regarding the acceptability of sites.
SA Table 3B(14): Vibrant town centre – EC1
No significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a significant positive effect on labour market and economy through helping to
stop retail leakage to other town centres by planning for a mix and offer that meets the needs of
the local catchment area and supports businesses. The policy will have a minor positive effect on a
large number of the other SA objectives through focusing uses which are trip attractors in the town
centre and through protection of environmental assets.
SA Table 3B(15): North of High Street (Site 1) – EC2
The site will have no significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A
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Table 6.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

The site will have a significant positive effect on labour market and economy through providing
employment opportunities in a highly accessible location. The site will have minor negative effects
on biodiversity and health and well-being and minor positive effects on landscape and townscape,
population and social deprivation and soil, geology and land use.
SA Table 3B(16): Land to the North and West of Daventry town centre (Site 3 and 5) –
EC3
The site will have no significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The site will have a significant positive effect on biodiversity through creation of a linkage to the
Grand Union Canal which would extend an existing green corridor.
The site would also have a significant positive effect on labour market and economy as
development of the site for a range of uses would provide employment opportunities, while the
creation of a new tourist attraction would enhance the town of Daventry and may, in turn, promote
further investment. The site would have a number of minor positive effects on the other
sustainability objectives through protecting heritage assets and providing development
opportunities on brownfield sites.
SA Table 3B(17): Strategic Employment Areas – EC41
The site will have no significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will be significantly positive in protecting and enhancing the role of the Strategic
Employment Areas which make an important contribution to Daventry’s economy.
The policy will have a neutral effect on the rest of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(18): Land off Newnham Drive, Heartlands Strategic Employment Area – EC5
The site will have no significant negative or uncertain effects.

1

N/A

Please note that this is not a site level assessment of individual Strategic Employment Areas as there are not concrete proposals / allocation being made under this policy. This assessment is a strategic assessment of the

effectiveness of the policy.
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Table 6.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

The site will have a significant positive effect on labour market and economy as it lies within the
Heartlands employment area and provides an opportunity for further economic development in an
existing and accessible employment area.
The site will have a minor negative effect on air quality and noise. The site will have a neutral effect
on the rest of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(19): The Knoll, Marches Strategic Employment Area – EC6
The site will have no significant negative effects.
The site will have a significant positive effect on labour market and economy as it as it lies within
the Marches employment area and provides an opportunity for further economic development in an
existing and accessible employment area.
The site will have an uncertain effect on biodiversity as there is a Potential Wildlife Site (site 44)
present on site.

If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal
would be required to ascertain the value of the habitats at the
site and the likelihood that it might support protected species.
Mitigation to offset loss of biodiversity and to prevent effects
on protected species may be required.

The site will have a minor negative effect on air quality and noise. The site will have a neutral effect
on the rest of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(20): Land North West of Nasmyth Road, Daventry – EC7
The site will have no significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The site will have a significant positive effect on labour market and economy as the site is adjacent
to Drayton Fields Industrial Estate and is accessible to Daventry town centre along the A45.
The site will have a minor negative effect on air and noise and landscape and townscape. The site
will have a neutral effect on the rest of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(21): Regeneration and renewal – EC8 (please note that this table assesses
the sensitivities of the Focus DIY site and the table below addresses the South East
Gateway)
The site will have no significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A
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Table 6.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

The site will have a significant positive effect on labour market and economy as the site lies within
the Drayton Fields employment area and provides an opportunity for further economic development
in an existing and accessible employment area. The site will have a minor negative effect on air
and noise and soil, geology and land use. The site will have a neutral effect on the rest of the
sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(22): South East Gateway – EC9
The site will have no significant positive, negative or uncertain effects.
The site will also have minor negative effects air quality and noise, biodiversity, archaeology and
cultural heritage, landscape and townscape and soil, geology and land use. The site will have a
minor positive effect on labour market and the economy and a neutral effect on the rest of the
sustainability objectives.

Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage
features should be identified through more detailed
assessment and mitigation measures implemented as
appropriate.
The effects on landscape could be in part mitigated by
sensitive architecture and landscaping, and by low density
development.

SA Table 3B(23): Sustainable transport infrastructure – ST1
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a minor positive effect on the majority of the sustainability objectives through
working to address the dominance of car use over other more sustainable modes in Daventry. The
policy will have a neutral effect on the rest of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(24): Lorry parking – ST2
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a minor positive effect on air quality and noise, crime and community safety,
labour market and economy and landscape and townscape through planning lorry parks on the
strategic road network which will be planned to be safe and secure and minimise their effects
through screening.
The policy will have a neutral effect on the rest of the sustainability objectives.
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Table 6.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

SA Table 3B(25): Built and natural environment policies (landscape and biodiversity) –
policies ENV1, ENV2, ENV3, ENV4
No significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policies will have a significant positive effect on landscape and townscape as they seek to
ensure that the natural and cultural environment of Special Landscape Areas including the Nene
corridor are enhanced and protected in recognition of their contribution to the area’s landscape,
townscapes, regeneration, recreation and historic environment. In addition the policies will ensure
protection of the Green Wedges in the District which help to protect the identity, character and
setting of settlements within the fringe areas of Daventry and Northampton
The policies will have a minor positive effect on a large number of the other sustainability
objectives.
SA Table 3B(26): Built and natural environment policies (recreation) – policies ENV5 and
ENV6
No significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policies will have a significant positive effect on biodiversity as they seek to achieve net
biodiversity gain.
The policies will have a minor positive effect on a large number of the other sustainability
objectives.
SA Table 3B(27): Built and natural environment policies (historic environment) – policies
ENV7, ENV8, ENV9
No significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policies will have a significant positive effect on landscape and townscape and archaeology and
cultural heritage through ensuring that all new development protects and enhances the features
which contribute to the character of an area, such as Conservation Areas, historical landscapes and
the skyline and setting of towns and villages. New development should also be sympathetic to
locally distinctive landscape features including safeguarding the route of the proposed cycle path,
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Table 6.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

walkway and Canal arm through the Daventry North East Sustainable Urban Extension and also
protect Borough Hill and Burnt Walls Scheduled Monuments and their settings.
The policies will have a minor positive effect on a large number of the other sustainability
objectives.
SA Table 3B(28): Built and natural environment policies (energy and carbon) – ENV10
No significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a significant positive effect on energy and climatic factors by supporting
renewable energy generating schemes which contribute to national renewable energy production
targets in terms of addressing climate change. The policy is particular positive through its
encouragement of the use of local energy networks, such as combined heat and power (CHP)
systems. The policy have a neutral effect on the remaining sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(29): Built and natural environment policies (design) – ENV11
No significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a significant positive effect on landscape and in particular townscape by
promoting design which reinforces local distinctiveness and provides landscaping and open space
solutions and responds to the wider landscape context.
The policy will have a minor positive effect on air and noise and archaeology and cultural heritage.
The policy will have a neutral effect on the rest of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(30): Built and natural environment policies (local flood risk) –12)
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a neutral effect on the majority of the sustainability objectives. However, it will
have a minor positive effect on energy and climate and water in that it sets out how development
will be expected manage flood risk and improve drainage. This will be positive in climate change
scenarios which will involve wetter conditions at certain times of the year and stormier conditions.
SA Table 3B(31): Community facilities – policies CF1, CF2 and CF3
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Table 6.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a minor positive effect on a large number of the sustainability objectives
through provision of community facilities in sustainable locations including co-location of services
and setting open space standards.
SA Table 3B(31): Local Green Space – PA1
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a minor positive effect on biodiversity, landscape and townscape by protecting
Local Green Spaces. The policy will have a neutral effect on the rest of the sustainability
objectives.
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7. MONITORING
7.1 Introduction
Regulations governing SA state that the significant effects of the plan should be monitored. This is so that any unexpected effects can be identified and action taken to
reduce / eliminate these effects. This monitoring programme will enable the council to track the success of individual policies and also to monitor the baseline
environmental, economic and social conditions of the Local Plan area.
Table 7.1 set out this draft monitoring programme.
Table 7.1: Monitoring programme
Significant negative and uncertain effects

Monitoring required

SA Table 3B(6): Daventry South West – HO1
Soil, geology and land use
The site will have a significant negative effect on soil, geology and land use. The site is on Grade 3
(good to moderate quality) agricultural land, is primarily greenfield, part of the site is designated as
a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel and part of the site (Big Hill) is a steep sided
topographical feature and the sites topography may influence the amount of land available for
certain land uses and layouts.

Monitoring will be required on the extent of the development
and the extent of greenfield land / Mineral Safeguarding Area
taken up.

SA Table 3B(7): Micklewell Park – HO2
Population and social deprivation
The site will also have an uncertain effect on population and social deprivation as the site currently
has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale. Facilities within the remainder of
Daventry are connected to the site, however, there is no existing pedestrian walkway on the A361.

Monitoring will be required on the level of services provided by
the development and the measures put in place to ensure safe
and sustainable access to Daventry.

SA Table 3B(8): Land at Middlemore – HO3
Population and social deprivation

Monitoring will be required on the level of services provided by
the development and the measures put in place to ensure safe
and sustainable access to Daventry.
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Table 7.1: Monitoring programme
Significant negative and uncertain effects

Monitoring required

The site will have an uncertain effect on population and social deprivation as the site currently has
no access to local amenities and services at the site scale, although facilities within the remainder
of Daventry are connected to the site.
SA Table 3B(19): The Knoll, Marches Strategic Employment Area – EC6
Biodiversity
The site will have an uncertain effect on biodiversity as there is a Potential Wildlife Site (site 44)
present on site.

Monitoring will be required on the mitigation put in place and
the effectiveness of the mitigation in reducing ecological
effects.

Cumulative effects
Cumulative effects of the town centre sites proposed within the Local Plan. Effects on the Daventry
Conservation Area and potential increased traffic in the town centre.

Monitoring will be required on the progress of any planning
applications for these sites and the measures put in place to
mitigate townscape and traffic impacts.

Cumulative effects of sites in the North West of Daventry including effects on landscape character
and traffic flows.

Monitoring will be required on the progress of any planning
applications for these sites and the measures put in place to
mitigate landscape and traffic impacts.
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8.

NEXT STEPS IN THE PROCESS
The next step in the preparation of the Part 2 Local Plan is the preparation of the Submission
Draft. After the Local Plan Submission Draft has been consulted on, it will then be submitted to
the Secretary of State for Public Examination as a Submission Local Plan. The independent Public
Examination will test the “soundness” of the Submission Local Plan and consider representations
on that basis. After the Public Examination the Council may need to make some changes based
on the Inspector’s recommendations. The Local Plan will then be finalised and adopted.
Once the Local Plan is adopted, a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) adoption statement will need to be
published in accordance with the SEA Regulations. The regulations state that as soon as
reasonably practicable after the adoption of the Local Plan a statement should be produced and
published setting out how environmental considerations and opinions expressed through
consultation have been taken into account in the planning process.
The SEA Regulations set out the particulars that should be covered by the statement as follows:






How environmental (sustainability) considerations have been integrated into the Local Plan;
How the Environmental (SA) Report has been taken into account;
How opinions expressed in response to consultation have been taken into account;
The reasons for choosing the Local Plan as adopted, in the light of the other reasonable
alternatives dealt with; and
The measures that are to be taken to monitor the significant environmental (sustainability)
effects of the implementation of the Local Plan.
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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Background
The Part 2 Local Plan for Daventry is being subject to an integrated sustainability appraisal (SA)
and strategic environmental assessment (SEA) in line with the requirements of Statutory
Instrument 2004 No. 1633: The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes
Regulations 2004 (the SEA Regulations). In English planning practice this combined assessment
is referred to as a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and broadens out the consideration of
sustainability to address social and economic (as well as environmental) issues, in line with the
requirements of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The SA is being carried out by
Ramboll Environ using a team of consultants experienced in strategic assessment of local
authority spatial planning documents. The purpose of the SA is to promote sustainable
development by integrating sustainability considerations into the plan making process at all
relevant stages, including when considering reasonable alternative approaches to developing the
plan.

1.2

Aim and Structure of this Report
The SEA Regulations require that an assessment is carried out on a draft version of the Plan and
a statutory environmental report (an SA report under the English planning system) is produced
and consulted on. This SA report should set out the results of the SA process, outline why
alternatives were selected or rejected, report on the assessment of the draft plan and outline a
programme for monitoring the effects of the plan.
This report is this statutory SA report and it reports on the assessment of the Local Plan Part 2
Emerging Draft Local Plan. This SA report has been produced alongside the production of the
Emerging Draft Local Plan and will be published at the same time, thus providing respondents
with appropriate information on the sustainability implications of the Local Plan on which to base
their representations.
For the sake of clarity the SA report is split into a number of parts. This is Part 1 of the SA
report: Introduction, Methodology and Next Steps. The other parts of the report are:
 Part 2: Scoping Information;
 Part 3a: Results of the Assessment: Assessment of Alternatives; and
 Part 3b: Results of the Assessment: Assessment of the Draft Local Plan.
A Non-Technical Summary is also available.
Table 1.1 outlines where elements of the SEA regulations are addressed.
Table 1.1: SEA Regulation Requirements
An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or programme, and
relationship with other relevant plans and programmes

Part 1 and Part 2

The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely
evolution thereof without implementation of the plan or programme

Part 2

The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly
affected

Part 2 and 3b

Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or
programme including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a
particular environmental importance, such as areas designated pursuant
to Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC.

Part 2

1
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The environmental protection objectives, established at international,
Community or national level, which are relevant to the plan or programme
and the way those objectives and any environmental, considerations have
been taken into account during its preparation

Part 2

The likely significant effects on the environment, including on issues such
as biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air,
climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage including architectural
and archaeological heritage, landscape and the interrelationship between
the above factors. (These effects should include secondary, cumulative,
synergistic, short, medium and long-term permanent and temporary,
positive and negative effects)

Part 3A and 3B

The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset
any significant adverse effects on the environment of implementing the
plan or programme

Part 3B

An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with, and a
description of how the assessment was undertaken including any
difficulties (such as technical deficiencies or lack of know-how)
encountered in compiling the required information

Part 3A and Part
1

A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring

Part 3B

A non-technical summary of the information provided under the above
headings

Non-Technical
Summary issued
with this report

The report must include the information that may reasonably be required
taking into account current knowledge and methods of assessment, the
contents and level of detail in the plan or programme, its stage in the
decision-making process and the extent to which certain matters are more
appropriately assessed at different levels in that process to avoid
duplication of the assessment

Whole SA Report

Consultation:

Consultation was
carried out at
the scoping
stage and issues
and options
stage with
consultees

Authorities with environmental responsibility, when deciding on the scope
and level of detail of the information which must be included in the
environmental report (Art. 5.4)

Authorities with environmental responsibility and the public, shall be given
an early and effective opportunity within appropriate time frames to
express their opinion on the draft plan or programme and the
accompanying environmental report before the adoption of the plan or
programme

Consultation on
this SA Report

Other EU Member States, where the implementation of the plan or
programme is likely to have significant effects on the environment of that
country

Not applicable

Taking the environmental report and the results of the consultations into
account in decision-making (Art. 8)

This will be
outlined in the
SA Adoption
Statement which
will be produced
after the final
adoption of the
plan.

Provision of information on the decision:
When the plan or programme is adopted, the public and any countries
consulted under Art.7 must be informed and the following made available
to those so informed:
The plan or programme as adopted
A statement summarising how environmental considerations have been
integrated into the plan or programme and how the environmental report
2
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of Article 5, the opinions expressed pursuant to Article 6 and the results of
consultations entered into pursuant to Art. 7 have been taken into account
in accordance with Art. 8, and the reasons for choosing the plan or
programme as adopted, in the light of the other reasonable alternatives
dealt with
The measures decided concerning monitoring
Monitoring of the significant environmental effects of the plan's or
programme's implementation

1.3

A final
monitoring
programme will
be outlined in
the SA Adoption
Statement

Habitat Regulations Assessment
The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 require any plan or project not
directly connected with, or necessary to the management of European designated sites, but
which are likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with
other plans or projects, to be subject to a Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA). European
designated sites (collectively termed Natura 2000 sites) comprise Special Areas of Conservation
(SACs) and Special Areas of Protection (SPAs) together with Ramsar sites which are afforded the
same level of protection in the UK).
The term HRA refers to the assessment of the implication of a proposed plan on one or more
European designated sites in view of the sites’ conservation objectives. HRA is based on a
rigorous application of the precautionary principle and therefore requires those undertaking the
exercise to prove that the Plan will not have a significant effect on these conservation objectives.
Where uncertainty or doubt remains, an adverse effect should be assumed.
The first stage of the HRA process is screening. The screening process involves the review of the
proposed plan to identify any ‘Likely Significant Effects (LSEs) on European designated site/s
either alone or in combination with other projects or plans. If, following screening, LSEs are
anticipated, a ‘full’ assessment (termed an appropriate assessment) would assess the impact on
the integrity of European designated sites, either alone or in combination with other projects or
plans, with respect to the sites’ structure and function and its conservation objectives.
Appropriate assessment would also determine whether alternative measures could be adopted in
order to avoid adverse effects. If there are no viable alternatives, a plan can only be
implemented if there are ‘imperative reasons of overriding public interest’.
There are no European designated sites within Daventry. However, a component site of the
Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA and Ramsar Site is situated to the South-East of Northampton
and this has been addressed in the HRA screening.
Assessment of the likely effects has indicated that there is no likely pathway to the Upper Nene
Valley Gravel Pits SPA and Ramsar Site, as no spatially dependant policies are within sufficient
proximity enough to cause direct effects.

1.4

How to comment on the report
Comments are invited on all aspects of this report. Please return your response form to the Local
Strategy Service using the details below:
 By Post: Local Strategy Service, Daventry District Council, Lodge Road, Daventry,
Northamptonshire, NN11 4FP
 By e-mail: planningpolicy@daventrydc.gov.uk
3
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2.

DAVENTRY LOCAL PLAN PART 2

2.1

Vision and objectives
The Local Plan includes a spatial vision, strategic objectives and a number of policies for
achieving the Local Plan objectives, setting out how much development is intended to happen
where and by what means it will be delivered. The spatial vision for the Local Plan is shown in
Box 1 and the spatial objectives in Box 2. It is important to note that the Daventry part 2 Local
Plan will sit alongside the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy and the vision and
objectives are reflective of aims of the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
Box 1: Vision
In our vision of the future...
......the district will form an outstanding UK location of choice for diverse employment
opportunities, high academic and vocational educational attainment, high quality housing for
all and a superb quality of life for its communities. The district will blend the best of modern
cultural urban living with an enhanced network of green spaces and high quality parks and
gardens. The rural areas will include vital and tranquil villages within their rolling landscapes.
The district’s proximity to London and connections to other parts of the UK and beyond will
continue to be a great economic strength. The district will be a national example of low
environmental impact development in response to climate change and high biodiversity and
habitat protection.
With new development focused on the town of Daventry, regeneration initiatives and
successful and expanded economies will flourish. Communities will be diverse and sustainable,
and social cohesion and integration will be strong. Services, facilities and infrastructure will
support the communities adding to the quality of life, and supporting their residents and
visitors.
Daventry will be a vibrant historic market town with a population approaching 40,000. It will
offer a thriving town centre which values its historic assets, with attractive retail and leisure
opportunities, high quality public realm and a robust commercial core moving strongly towards
a well-developed office sector. Local economic strengths in engineering and sustainable
construction will have been developed. It will provide an enhanced walking and cycling
environment throughout the town and it will have strong connections with Northampton.
Daventry International Rail Freight Terminal (DIRFT) will maintain its role as an internationally
significant centre for rail connected strategic distribution. It will be exemplary in the field of
sustainable logistics with links to the University of Northampton. It will be well connected by
public and sustainable transport to the surrounding workforce.
Our rural areas will support a network of vibrant rural communities. Villages will retain their
local distinctiveness and character, providing affordable homes for local people set within a
beautiful landscape. The countryside will support a diverse rural economy including leisure and
tourism through its waterways, country houses, parks and woodlands.
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Box 2: Objectives
Objective 1 - Climate Change
To minimise demand for resources and mitigate and adapt to climate change, by:

Promoting sustainable design and construction in all new development;

Ensuring strategic development allocations are located and designed so as to be
resilient to future climate change and risk of flooding;


Encouraging renewable energy production in appropriate locations; and



Ensuring new development promotes the use of sustainable travel modes.

Objective 2 - Infrastructure and Development
To protect and enhance existing local services and to ensure social, physical and green
infrastructure is adequately provided to meet the needs of people and business in a timely and
sustainable manner in response to regeneration and new development.
Objective 3 - Connections
To reduce the need to travel, shorten travel distances and make sustainable travel a priority by
maximising the use of alternative travel modes. In so doing, combat congestion in our main
towns and town centres, reduce carbon emissions and address social exclusion for those in both
rural and urban areas who do not have access to a private car.
Objective 4 - Protecting and Building Urban Communities
To ensure new development in urban areas effectively supports and links new and existing
communities physically and socially, to achieve social cohesion and address the areas of
deprivation identified in parts of Daventry.
Objective 5 - Supporting Daventry Town Centre
To support the regeneration of Daventry town centre through planned growth and infrastructure
delivery.
Objective 6 - Economic Advantage
To strengthen and diversify the local economy by taking advantage of our internationally wellplaced location, strategic transport network and proximity to London and Birmingham.
Objective 7 - Specialist Business Development
To support and develop opportunities for specialist employment clusters and business
development focused on a low carbon economy.
Objective 8 - Educational Attainment
To raise educational achievement and the skills base of our communities through supporting the
development of learning infrastructure and strengthening the link between local businesses and
local schools, Moulton and Northampton Colleges, the University of Northampton and other
educational establishments.
Objective 9 - Housing
To provide a range of housing in sustainable locations to ensure all residents have access to a
home that they can afford and that meets their needs. Housing development will be focused at
the most sustainable location of Daventry with limited development in the rural areas to provide
for local needs and support local services.
Objective 10 - Protecting and Supporting Rural Communities
To protect and support rural communities to ensure they thrive and remain vital.
Objective 11 - Rural Diversification and Employment
To support rural diversification and rural employment opportunities, in particular those related
to agriculture, horticulture and forestry.
Objective 12 - Green Infrastructure
To protect natural species present in the District and enhance the existing strategic green
infrastructure network, including biodiversity corridors, by incorporating and designing these
into Sustainable Urban Extensions (SUEs) at Northampton and Daventry.
Objective 13 - High Quality Design
5
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To achieve high quality design in both rural and urban areas that takes account of local character
and heritage and provides a safe, healthy and attractive place for residents, visitors and
businesses.
Objective 14 - Heritage
To conserve and where possible enhance, through carefully managed change, heritage assets
and their settings, and to recognise their role in providing a sense of place and local
distinctiveness.
2.2

Content of the Local Plan
The Part 2A Local Plan for Daventry District covers the period from 2011 – 2029. The purpose of
the Local Plan is to provide detailed planning policies and site allocations that sit alongside and
add detail to the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Local Plan (Part 1) (Adopted 2014).
The Local Plan has the following sections:












Chapter
Chapter
Chapter
Chapter
Chapter
Chapter
Chapter
Chapter
Chapter
Chapter
Chapter

1: Introduction;
2: Spatial Portrait;
3: Vision and Objectives;
4: Daventry District Spatial Strategy;
5: Development in the Rural Areas;
6: Meeting the District’s Housing Needs;
7: A Vibrant Economy;
8: Sustainable Transport;
9: Built and Natural Environment;
10: Community Facilities; and
11: Parish Annex.
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3.

METHODOLOGY OF THE SA

3.1

Introduction
The purpose of the SA is to advise Daventry District Council of the sustainability effects of the
Draft Local Plan Part 2.
The SA has a number of set stages which are defined in Table 3.1.
Table 3.1: SA Stages
SA Stage

Purpose of the SA Stage

Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding
on the scope
Identifying other relevant
policies, plans and programmes
and sustainability objectives.

To document how the Local Plan is affected by outside
factors and suggest ideas for how any constraints can be
addressed.

Collecting baseline information.

To provide an evidence base for sustainability issues,
effects prediction and monitoring.

Identifying sustainability issues
and problems.
Developing the SA framework.
Producing Scoping Report and
consulting on the scope of the
SA.

To help focus the SA and streamline the subsequent
stages, including baseline information analysis, setting of
the SA Framework, prediction of effects and monitoring.
To provide a means by which the sustainability of the Local
Plan can be appraised.
To consult with statutory bodies with social, environmental,
or economic responsibilities to ensure the appraisal covers
the key sustainability issues.

Stage B: Developing and refining options and assessing effects
Developing and testing the DPD
options.

To assist in the development and refinement of the options,
by identifying potential sustainability effects of options.

Testing the preferred options

To assess the significant effects of the draft Local Plan.

Stage C: Preparing the SA Report
Preparing the Environmental
Report

To present the predicted environmental effects of the Local
Plan, including alternatives, in a form suitable for public
consultation and use by decision-makers.

Stage D: Consultation on the preferred options and SA Report
Consulting the public and
environmental bodies on the
draft plan and the SA Report

To give consultees an opportunity to express their opinions
on the findings of the SA Report and to use it as a
reference point when commenting on the Local Plan.

Assessing significant changes

After the Local Plan is adopted: To provide information on
how the SA Report and consultees’ opinions were taken
into account in deciding the final form of the Local Plan to
be adopted.

Making decisions and providing
information (SA adoption
statement)

Stage E: Monitoring the significant effects
Developing aims and methods
for monitoring
Responding to adverse effects

To track the effects of the Local Plan to show whether they
are as predicted and to help identify unforeseen adverse
effects
To prepare appropriate responses where adverse effects
are identified as part of the monitoring.
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3.2

Stage A: Scoping
An SA scoping report was published in January 2013. This was a joint scoping report which
addressed the sustainability issues related to the Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2)
for Daventry District; the South Northamptonshire Settlements and Development Management
Local Plan; and the West Northamptonshire Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Show People
Allocations Local Plan. The scoping report includes baseline information, review of relevant plans
and identification of significant sustainability issues for the three Local Plans. From all of the
information collected, an SA framework, or set of sustainability objectives, was developed,
against which the various components of the Local Plan have been assessed. This report was
updated in September 2014 to take into account comments from consultees. The SA scoping
information has been updated and is presented in Part 2 of this SA report and the SA framework
against which all elements of the Local Plan have been assessed is shown below.
Table 3.2: SA framework
SA objectives

Appraisal questions to be used as a
guide. Will the Local Plan lead to…?

1. Air quality and noise
SO1a: Reduce the need to travel, facilitate
modal shift and minimise congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of people who are
affected by air and noise pollution






2. Archaeology and cultural heritage
SO2a: Protect and enhance designated and
undesignated heritage assets and their
setting, including listed buildings, scheduled
monuments, registered parks and gardens,
registered battlefields, conservation areas and
other archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic landscapes
3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the structure
and function of habitats, the integrity of
designated and undesignated sites, and
conservation status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect greenspace
networks and habitat connectivity, including
river and stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal
SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats within the
area
SO3d: Maintain and improve the conservation
status of selected non-designated nature
conservation sites
4. Crime and community safety
SO4aTo improve community safety, reduce
crime and the fear of crime




Development that affects heritage assets?
Well-designed development that is well
related to the surrounding area?



Avoidance of net loss, damage to, or
fragmentation of, and enhancement of
designated and undesignated wildlife sites,
protected species and priority species /
habitats, including those within the
Northamptonshire BAP?
Development which enhances the
ecological services of the wider area?
Development which incorporates green
infrastructure into the design e.g. green
corridors, linking open space etc?
Development which supports the aims and
objectives of the Nene Valley Nature
Improvement Area?
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An increased dependence on car use?
Improvements in access to good public
transport?
Impacts on traffic congestion hotspots
(particularly transit sites)?
Location of new development in areas of
high noise levels or poor air quality?

Designing out crime and a feeling of
security through better design?
Leisure facilities for young people at the
neighbourhood level including
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Table 3.2: SA framework
SA objectives

Appraisal questions to be used as a
guide. Will the Local Plan lead to…?
consideration of provision as part of large
new residential developments?

5. Education and training
SO5a: Improve access to education and
lifelong learning
SO5b: Promote sustainable modes of travel to
access education
6. Energy and climatic factors
SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of dwellings,
use of low carbon technologies and
adaptation to long term climate change
SO6b: Increase the local renewable energy
generating capacity
7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and reduce health
inequalities













8. Labour market and economy
SO8a: Improve access to employment
opportunities






9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality, character and
local distinctiveness of the landscape, and the
features within them are conserved and
enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design of the
built environment
10. Material assets
SO10a: To ensure that the housing stock
meets the housing needs of the local people
11. Population and social deprivation
SO11a: Ensure good access to services
SO11b: To reduce spatial inequalities in
social opportunities
12. Soil, geology and land use
SO12a: Reduce land contamination, and
safeguard soil and geological quality and
quantity

9




Adequate supporting educational
infrastructure associated with new
residential developments?
Easier access to education facilities
especially by public transport?
Developments incorporating low carbon
technologies where appropriate?
An increase in energy efficient measures
in the design of new developments?
A better consideration of climate change
adaptation measures?
Improved access to healthcare including
through sustainable transport means?
Adequate supporting health services
associated with new residential
developments?
An improvement in the quality of homes?
An adequate supply of land to meet the
requirements of growth sectors?
A reduction in travel distances to work and
ensuring access to employment by more
sustainable modes?
A correction of imbalances between
residential and employment development
to reduce in / out commuting?
Protection of areas of valued landscape
and townscape?
Development which considers the existing
character, form and pattern of the
surrounding area?



Sufficient housing and affordable housing
to meet identified needs?



Provision of appropriate community and
social infrastructure?





The remediation of contaminated sites?
Development on brownfield sites?
Development that protects sites valued for
their geological characteristics?
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Table 3.2: SA framework
SA objectives

Appraisal questions to be used as a
guide. Will the Local Plan lead to…?



13. Waste
SO13a: To reduce waste generation and
disposal, increase recycling and achieve the
sustainable management of waste
14. Water
SO14a: Maintain and continue to improve the
ecological and chemical quality of
groundwater and surface waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO4c: Improve efficiency of water use
SO14d: Identify opportunities to implement
strategic flood risk management options /
measures to reflect the objectives in the River
Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs















3.3

Development that protects valued
agricultural land?
Development that safeguards minerals?
Reduce the amount of waste generated by
development?
An increase in waste recovery before final
disposal?
Development where adequate water
supply, foul drainage, sewage treatment
facilities and surface water drainage is
available?
Development which supports and
corresponds with the NPPF, Planning
Practice Guidance and the flood risk
policies of the EA and LLFA.
Development which incorporates SUDS?
Water efficient design and reduction in
water consumption?
The sustainable use of water resources?
The requirements of the Water Framework
Directive River Basin Management Plans
being met (incl. improvement of water
bodies)?
The maintenance and enhancement of
riverside and water based recreational
activities?

Stage B: Assessing the elements of the Local Plan
The SA has been carried out at each stage of plan making in order to guide the development of
the Local Plan and ensure that the sustainability effects of the Local Plan are taken into account
at all stages. In order to adhere to the SEA Regulations the following types of effects have been
identified where this has been possible:


Short, medium and long term effects;



Permanent and temporary effects;



Positive and negative effects; and



Secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects.

The Local Plan has been assessed using appraisal matrices. Mitigation and enhancement
measures are included within the appraisal matrices. These matrices are included in Part 3a and
3b of this report. A combination of expert judgement and analysis of baseline data has been
used to judge the potential effects of the Local Plan.
The SEA Regulations require that only those impacts regarded as significant are to be identified,
assessed, mitigated and monitored. However, in practice, especially at a strategic level,
significance can be difficult to define. The approach that has been taken in defining significance
is as follows:
10
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The careful definition of the SA framework to ensure that it focuses on only those issues that
have been determined to be potentially significant in the District and Sub Region; and



When determining how likely the Local Plan is to support the achievement of the SA
objectives (and therefore be a significant effect) the following factors have been considered:


Characteristics of the effects; and



The sensitivity of the receptors involved.

In order to make the assignment of significance clearer to readers we have employed a key set
out in Table 3.3.

Table 3.3: Significance criteria
Score

Description

Symbol

Significant positive effect

The option strongly supports the achievement
of the SA Objective and has a major positive
effect with relation to characteristics of the
effect and the sensitivity of the receptors
The option generally support the achievement
of the SA Objective and has a minor positive
effect with relation to characteristics of the
effect and the sensitivity of the receptors

++

The option does not have an effect on the
achievement of the SA Objective
The option conflicts with the achievement of
the SA Objective and has a negative effect with
relation to characteristics of the effect and the
sensitivity of the receptors

0

The option conflicts with the SA Objective and
has a negative effect with relation to
characteristics of the effect and the sensitivity
of the receptors. In addition the future baseline
indicates a worsening trend in the absence of
intervention
It is unclear whether there is the potential for a
negative or positive effect on the SA Objective

--

Minor positive effect

Neutral
Minor negative effect

Significant negative effect

Uncertain

+

-

?

Mitigation measures are measures outlined to prevent, reduce or offset effects. Where a policy
or development area has a significant adverse effect, measures should be implemented to
prevent, reduce or offset these effects. This may take the form of compensatory measures to be
implemented prior to the policy itself being implemented or it can take the form of a change in
wording of policy laid out in the Local Plan. In addition, any uncertain effects should have
mitigation suggested in order to reduce uncertainty and the potential for this to give rise to a
significant negative effect. In addition, where relevant, enhancement measures have been
suggested to enhance the positive or neutral effects of policies.
3.4

Stage B: Alternative options
The purpose of this stage is to set up and test reasonable alternative options to the selected plan
and in doing so, identify and evaluate their sustainability effects. Part 3A of this report details
the alternatives that were assessed as part of the SA process.
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3.5

Stage B: Assessment of the preferred options
Following the assessment of issues and options, the preferred policies and sites have been
assessed (as part of the Emerging Draft Local Plan) and this report outlines the results of this
assessment. The results of these assessments are set out in Part 3B of this report.

3.6

Stage C: Preparing the draft SA report
This report (in all its parts) constitutes the SA report for the Daventry Local Plan Part 2.
A substantial quantity of material has been generated as part of the SA process of the Local Plan
and relevant documents are available at the following website:
https://www.daventrydc.gov.uk/living/planning-policy/part-2-local-plans/

3.7

Stage D: Consulting on the draft SA report
The SA report has been produced for comment alongside the Local Plan Emerging Draft Local
Plan consultation. The scope and the level of detail to be included in the SA has been consulted
on in January 2013. Consultees were broadly happy with the work that had been carried out but
consultees suggested some additional baseline data and policies that the SA team should review.
The issues and options reports (and accompanying SA results) were consulted on in early 2016.
The results of the consultation (and the SA team’s response to them) will be published in the SA
adoption statement that will be produced at the end of the process.
Where possible these comments have been taken into account in the SA report. A detailed
analysis of consultation responses will be provided as part of the SA Adoption Statement.

3.8

Assumptions made and difficulties encountered
The purpose of this work is to assess the sustainability implications of the preferred options. SA
relies on expert judgement, which is guided by knowledge of the likely impacts of the Local Plan,
the baseline data available and responses and information provided by consultees and other
stakeholders. The assessment has been carried out and reported using an expert, judgement-led
qualitative assessment. A ‘precautionary approach’ is taken, especially with qualitative
judgements.
The SEA Regulations state that effects assessment should include assessment of secondary,
cumulative, synergistic, short, medium and long-term permanent and temporary, positive and
negative effects. At this strategic level the information is often not available to assess to this
level of detail. However, where information is available on the likelihood of different types of
impacts this has been included in the results.
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4.

NEXT STEPS IN THE PROCESS
The next step in the preparation of the Part 2 Local Plan is the preparation of the Submission
Draft. After the Local Plan Submission Draft has been consulted on, it will then be submitted to
the Secretary of State for Public Examination as a Submission Local Plan. The independent Public
Examination will test the “soundness” of the Submission Local Plan and consider representations
on that basis. After the Public Examination the Council may need to make some changes based
on the Inspector’s recommendations. The Local Plan will then be finalised and adopted.
Once the Local Plan is adopted, a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) adoption statement will need to be
published in accordance with the SEA Regulations. The regulations state that as soon as
reasonably practicable after the adoption of the Local Plan a statement should be produced and
published setting out how environmental considerations and opinions expressed through
consultation have been taken into account in the planning process.
The SEA Regulations set out the particulars that should be covered by the statement as follows:






How environmental (sustainability) considerations have been integrated into the Local Plan;
How the Environmental (SA) Report has been taken into account;
How opinions expressed in response to consultation have been taken into account;
The reasons for choosing the Local Plan as adopted, in the light of the other reasonable
alternatives dealt with; and
The measures that are to be taken to monitor the significant environmental (sustainability)
effects of the implementation of the Local Plan.
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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1

This report
This is Part 2 of the SA report for the Local Plan Part 2 for Daventry District. This section of the
report contains the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) scoping / baseline information. It is based on
the joint scoping report that was undertaken for the following three plans:
•
•
•

Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2) for Daventry District;
South Northamptonshire Settlements and Development Management Local Plan (now called
the South Northamptonshire Local Plan Part 2); and
West Northamptonshire Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Show People Allocations Local
Plan. 1
0F

This original joint scoping report was published in January 2013 and included baseline
information, review of relevant plans and identification of significant sustainability issues for the
three Local Plans. From all of the information collected, an SA framework, or set of sustainability
objectives, was developed, against which the various components of the Local Plans will be
appraised. Please see the main SA report for the SA framework.
This original joint report was updated in September 2014 to take into account comments from
consultees. Since 2014 some additional work has been undertaken to pull out the information
relevant to Daventry and produce stand-alone baseline information for each plan under
consideration. The result of this work is this report.
1.2

Background
The SA for the Local Plan is being carried out in line with the requirements of the European Union
Directive 2001/42/EC (Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive) 2 and the UK Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations (2004).
1F

The information in this report has informed the SA process by outlining the scope of the
assessment in terms of relevant plans, programmes and policies; key environmental, social and
economic evidence base and sustainability issues, opportunities and problems. This information
was then used to set out the framework for undertaking the SA of the plan. This SA framework
is used to examine the sustainability impact of implementing the plan. Please see the main SA
report for the SA framework.
1.3

Consultation
The original joint scoping report was published for consultation in accordance with the SEA
Directive and Regulations. The consultation formally sought the views of a wide range of
consultees including the three statutory consultees: English Heritage (now Historic England),
Natural England and the Environment Agency. The consultation was designed to gauge the view
of consultees on the defined scope of the SA and the proposed level of detail that should be
included in the SA Report. The consultation period ran from16th January until 22nd February
2013.
Please note that since the original scoping report was produced a decision has been taken that
each authority will include policies on own Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Show People in their
Part 2 plan (rather than a joint West Northamptonshire plan being produced).
1

2

Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the

environment [2001] OJ L197/30 as amended (hereafter, SEA Directive)
1
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The Scoping Report consultation sought responses to the following questions:
1. Are there any additional plans and policies beyond those covered that you think are relevant
to this appraisal?
2. Do you think that the SA framework (section 7) is appropriate?
3. Are there any pieces of baseline data that are missing or inaccurate or has the report missed
any key issues?

Consultees were asked to note in their response whether comments related to all of the plans or
in relation to a specific plan.
Appendix A summarises the consultation responses received, and sets out how this should be
taken into account in the SA, and identifies the implications of the comments and changes in the
scope for each of the local plans.

2
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2.

METHODOLOGY

2.1

Introduction
A full baseline has already been established for the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
(JCS) SA and this has been used as a basis for this element of the SA. The work undertaken for
the JCS SA can be accessed here: http://www.westnorthamptonshirejpu.org/
However, it has been necessary to update some of this baseline information. This was done
through:
• An updated policy review in 2013/2014 and then again in 2017; and
• Through updating the key baseline data and identifying the issues that affect each plan 3.
2F

This information is presented in the following sections of the report:
• Section 3 contains an update of the policy review; and
• Section 4 sets out baseline data relevant to the Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part
2) for Daventry District.
The topics selected to structure the data collection are those used for the JCS. As the Daventry
Local Plan Part 2 relates to settlements and development management, the scope of its
sustainability issues is likely to be similar. However, the influence of the Plan is likely to be
slightly different. To reflect this, Table 2.2 sets out in detail the scope of the issues that the plan
can influence both in terms of site selection and development management policies / site design
guidance. This table is then used to ensure that the appropriate sustainability objectives are
selected to test the plan against. Please note that this has been updated since the consultation
and this is represented by underlined text for new text and strikethrough text for deleted text.

3

Please note that the original scoping report contained a map annex that presented mapped environmental data relevant for all three

plans. Since the scoping report was produced the availability of online GIS data has improved and the maps that the assessment team
used to scope the SA and assess the plan are available to reference online. Therefore, the decision has been made not to include
mapped data in the scoping report
3
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Table 2.2: The potential scope of the plan
Topic

Scope of the plan

Air quality and noise

Sensitive location of development sites in order to:
• Avoid noisy areas or areas of poor air quality.
• Avoid locating development in noise sensitive areas.
• Minimise dependence on cars and reduce congestion.
• Maximise access by sustainable transport means.

Appropriate development management policies in order to:
• Encourage good design of sites to reduce noise impacts.
• Provide on-site services and access to public transport where appropriate.

Archaeology and cultural
heritage

Sensitive location of development sites in order to:
• Reduce impacts on the fabric and setting of designated and undesignated archaeological sites, monuments, structures and

buildings, registered Historic Parks and gardens, registered battlefields, listed buildings and conservation areas or their settings.
•

Avoid harm to the significance of heritage assets, including their setting, i.e. listed buildings, scheduled monuments, registered
parks and gardens, registered battlefields, conservation areas and undesignated archaeological sites (including nationally important
remains), monuments, structures and buildings.’

Appropriate development management policies in order to:
•
Biodiversity, flora and
fauna

Encourage design that ensures new development respects the surrounding built environment / townscape and the setting of
heritage assets.

Sensitive location of development sites in order to:
• Reduce impacts on habitats and species both designated and undesignated; greenspace networks and habitat connectivity, including

river and stream corridors.
Appropriate development management policies in order to:
• Conserve and enhance biodiversity on sites.
• Set out how biodiversity should be considered in development

Crime and community
safety

Sensitive location of development sites in order to:

4
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Table 2.2: The potential scope of the plan
Topic

Scope of the plan
• Maximise access to facilities such as leisure facilities for young people.

Appropriate development management policies in order to:
• Design out crime and the fear of crime such as through improvements to street layouts, public space, passive surveillance, lighting

etc.
Education and training

Sensitive location of development sites in order to:
• Maximise access to existing educational opportunities including by sustainable modes of transport.

Appropriate development management policies in order to:
• Provide contributions to educational services where appropriate.

Energy and climatic factors

Appropriate development management policies in order to:
• Improve energy efficiency and use of low carbon technologies.

Improve adaptation to future climate change.
Health and well being

Sensitive location of development sites in order to:
• Maximise access to existing health services including by sustainable modes of transport.

Appropriate development management policies in order to:
• Provide contributions to health services where appropriate.
• Improve the quality of new development.

Labour market and
economy

Sensitive location of development sites in order to:
• Maximise access to existing employment.
• Correct imbalances between residential and employment development to reduce commuting.

Landscape and townscape

Sensitive location of development sites in order to:
• Reduce impacts on the quality, character and local distinctiveness of the landscape and built environment / townscape, and the

features within it.
Appropriate development management policies in order to:
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Table 2.2: The potential scope of the plan
Topic

Scope of the plan
• Encourage design that ensures new development sites fit with the surrounding townscape and heritage.

Material assets /
population / social
deprivation

Sensitive location of development sites in order to:
• Maximise access to existing services.

Appropriate development management policies in order to:
• Ensure appropriate contribution towards affordable housing requirements.
• Ensure appropriate contribution towards appropriate community services.

Soils, geology and land
use

Sensitive location of development sites in order to:
• Contribute towards the remediation of contaminated sites.
• Maximise the use of brownfield sites.
• Minimise the impact of valued agricultural land and sites designated for their geological value.

Waste

Appropriate development management policies in order to:
• Ensure appropriate provision of waste management services, for example space for recycling.
• Encourage good design that minimises waste.

Water

Sensitive location of development sites in order to:
• Prevent the further deterioration of the quality of all water bodies
• Minimise impact on surface and groundwater networks.
• Reduce flooding.
• Minimise impact on drainage and water supply infrastructure.

Appropriate development management policies in order to:
• Reduce water use.
• Encourage appropriate contributions towards drainage and water supply infrastructure.

6
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3.

POLICY REVIEW
The SEA Directive and Regulations require that information is provided in relation to:
• An outline of the plan or programme’s relationship with other relevant plans and
programmes; and
• The environmental protection objectives, established at international, Community or Member
State level, which are relevant to the plan or programme and the way those objectives and
any environmental considerations have been taken into account during its preparation.
The policy review was updated in 2013 and was based on the policy review that was undertaken
for the JCS in 2011. This has then been updated again in 2017. Table 3.1 outlines whether the
policy framework has changed between 2001 and 2013 and any implications of the changes for
the plan making process. The full policy review from the JCS is reproduced in Appendix B.
The most significant of the changes since 2011 is the publication of the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) and the revocation of previous Government planning policy. However, there
have been a small number of changes to the local policy framework and these have also been
reviewed where relevant.
In addition Regional Spatial Strategies have been revoked and therefore these no longer form
part of the development plan.
Table 3.1: Updated Policy Review
How has the policy framework changed?

Implications of the changes

Air quality and noise
Change in National Policy
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); DCLG March 2012
Planning policies should sustain compliance with and
contribute towards EU limit values or national objectives for
pollutants, taking into account the presence of Air Quality
Management Areas and the cumulative impacts on air quality
from individual sites in local areas. Planning decisions should
ensure that any new development in Air Quality Management
Areas is consistent with the local air quality action plan.

There has been no significant
material change in the way that
air and noise should be
considered in planning
documents.

Planning policies and decisions should aim to avoid noise from
giving rise to significant adverse impacts on health and quality
of life as a result of new development, and should aim to
identify and protect areas of tranquillity which have remained
relatively undisturbed by noise and are prized for their
recreational and amenity value for this reason.
Archaeology and cultural heritage
Change in National Policy
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); DCLG March 2012
One of the core planning principles of the NPPF is to conserve
heritage assets in a manner appropriate to their significance.

7

The NPPF does not impose any
new requirements or targets in
relation to archaeology and
cultural heritage.
The NPPF states that: ‘There is
a need to ensure that proposed
development does not harm
the significance of heritage
assets, including their setting,
and that the character of
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Table 3.1: Updated Policy Review
How has the policy framework changed?

Implications of the changes
historic landscapes is
conserved and historic
landscape features, such as
ridge and furrow and ancient
woodland, are protected.’

Change in Regional and Local Policy
The West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy now
supercedes the following plans:
•

Northampton Local Plan 1993-2006 (Northampton Borough
Council, 1997);

There have not been significant
material changes to the policies
on the protection of heritage
assets.

• South Northamptonshire Cultural Strategy (South

Northamptonshire Council, 2003); and
• Daventry District Local Plan, 1997 – 2006 (Daventry

District Council, 1997).
Biodiversity, flora and fauna
Change in National Policy
UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework (2012)
Published in July 2012, this supersedes the UK BAP. The lists
of priority species and habitats agreed under UK BAP still form
the basis of much biodiversity work in the UK. Each devolved
country has published a Biodiversity Strategy.
Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and
ecosystem services; Defra 2011
This is England’s latest strategy for biodiversity. Its
overarching objective is:
• to halt overall biodiversity loss, support healthy well-

functioning ecosystems and establish coherent ecological
networks, with more and better places for nature for the
benefit of wildlife and people.
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); DCLG March 2012
The NPPF aims to recognise the wider benefits of ecosystem
services, minimise impacts on biodiversity and provide net
gains in biodiversity where possible, contributing to the
Government’s commitment to halt the overall decline in
biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological
networks that are more resilient to current and future
pressures.
The Natural Choice: Securing the value of nature (June 2011)
HM Government
Aims to mainstream the value of nature across society.
Planning for a healthy environment – good practice guidance
for green infrastructure and biodiversity; TCPA and Wildlife
Trusts; July 2012.
This provides guidance to local authorities to ensure local
plans deliver a network of wildlife-rich places in their area.

8

Local plans should take a take
a strategic approach to
planning for nature within and
across local areas which
reflects a landscape-scale
approach to biodiversity
conservation.
Plans should contribute to the
Government’s objective of no
net loss of biodiversity and
promote multi-functional
development so that we get the
most from land.
In addition to the previous
requirements, planning
authorities should consider the
impact of development on
wider ecosystem services.
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Table 3.1: Updated Policy Review
How has the policy framework changed?

Implications of the changes

Change in Local Policy

There has been no significant
material change in the way that
biodiversity should be
considered in planning
documents.

Biodiversity SPD For Daventry District, Daventry District
Council 2017
The SPD supplements policies in the West Northamptonshire
Joint Core Strategy Local Plan (Part 1). It explains how
biodiversity shall be integrated into the development process
to ensure that legislation and policy requirements are met and
best practice standards are achieved. The SPD includes a
biodiversity checklist and guidance on survey methodologies,
designing avoidance measures and mitigation measures.
Crime and community safety
Change in National Policy
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); DCLG March 2012
The NPPF promotes provision of opportunities for meetings
between members of the community who might not otherwise
come into contact with each other, including through mixeduse developments, strong neighbourhood centres and active
street frontages. It also aims to provide safe and accessible
environments where crime and disorder, and the fear of crime,
do not undermine quality of life or community cohesion; and
to provide safe and accessible developments, with clear and
legible pedestrian routes, and high quality public space.

In addition to the previous
requirements, planning
authorities should consider how
development can strengthen
communities and promote
cohesion.

Education and training
Change in National Policy
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); DCLG March 2012
The NPPF advises that local planning authorities should take a
proactive, positive and collaborative approach to ensuring that
a sufficient choice of school places is available to meet the
needs of existing and new communities, and to development
that will widen choice in education.

In addition to the previous
requirements, planning
authorities should consider how
development can widen the
choice in education.

Energy and climatic factors
Change in National Policy
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); DCLG March 2012
The NPPF states that, to support the move to a low carbon
future, local planning authorities should: plan for new
development in locations and ways which reduce greenhouse
gas emissions; actively support energy efficiency
improvements to existing buildings; and, when setting any
local requirement for a building’s sustainability, do so in a way
consistent with the Government’s zero carbon buildings policy
and adopt nationally described standards.
Planning for Climate Change – guidance for local authorities:
Planning and Climate Change Coalition April 2012.
Planning for Climate Change is a resource for local
communities across the East Midlands (and beyond) to use to
enable them to make informed decisions and have meaningful
input into planning consultations, especially in relation to local,
9

In addition to the previous
requirements planning
authorities are advised to
design their policies to support
and not unreasonably restrict
renewable and low carbon
energy developments.
Development management
should not prevent, delay or
inhibit proposals for renewable
and low carbon energy, and
associated infrastructure.
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Table 3.1: Updated Policy Review
How has the policy framework changed?

Implications of the changes

regional and national renewable energy, low carbon and
adaptation agendas
Change in Regional/Local Policy
Energy and Development Supplementary Planning Document
(adopted March 2007), prepared by Daventry District Council
and South Northamptonshire Council
The SPD provides advice and guidance on ways in which
development can be more energy efficient and maximise the
use of renewable energy.
Interim guidelines when assessing proposals for the
development of wind turbines (Revised version December
2012) prepared by Daventry District Council.
This document sets out the factors that the District Council will
take into account when dealing with wind turbine proposals
and the criteria that will be used in reaching a decision.

The Local Plan should be
consistent with the SPD.
The Council will only support a
proposal if it meets a number
of criteria related to national
and local environmental,
economic and social benefits,
renewable energy production
targets, local amenity, historic
environment and heritage
assets, visual amenity and
landscape character, access to
the countryside, biodiversity,
soils, hydrology and water
quality, flood risk, national and
local designations, design of
turbines and related
infrastructure, cumulative
effects, community input into
proposals and provision for the
removal of the facilities and
reinstatement of the site when
it has ceased to be operational.

Health and well being
Change in National Policy
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); DCLG March 2012
The NPPF states that planning policies and decisions should
aim to avoid noise from giving rise to significant adverse
impacts on health and quality of life as a result of new
development.
The Natural Choice: Securing the value of nature; HM
Government June 2011.

In addition to the previous
requirements, planning
authorities should consider how
development can increase
access to health facilities and
ensure that new development
does not give rise to significant
adverse impacts on health and
quality of life.

Improve public health by strengthening local public health
activities which connect people with nature.
Fair Society, Healthy Lives: The Marmot Review: Strategic
review of health inequalities in England post 2012
Reducing health inequalities is a matter of fairness and social
justice.
Public Health Outcomes Framework, NHS, May 2017
Increase healthy life expectancy; and reduce differences in life
expectancy and healthy life expectancy between communities.
Labour market and economy
Change in National Policy
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); DCLG March 2012
The NPPF states that planning policies should avoid the long
term protection of sites allocated for employment use where
10

In addition to the previous
requirements, sites which have
been allocated for employment
use (but where there is no
reasonable prospect of a site
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Table 3.1: Updated Policy Review
How has the policy framework changed?

Implications of the changes

there is no reasonable prospect of a site being used for that
purpose.

being used for that purpose)
can be re-allocated to a
different use, including housing
or for gypsy and traveller sites,
if appropriate.

Fair Society, Healthy Lives: The Marmot Review: Strategic
review of health inequalities in England post 2012
Promotes the creation of fair employment and good work for
all.
Landscape and townscape
Change in National Policy
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); DCLG March 2012
The NPPF aims to protect and enhance valued landscapes.
The NPPF introduces the concept of the Local Green Space
(paras 76-78).
Local Green Infrastructure: helping communities make the
most of their landscape: Landscape Institute for Green
Infrastructure Partnership: Sept 2011

In addition to the previous
requirements, consideration
should be given to communities
views on green infrastructure
requirements. Local authorities
should consider designating
Local Green Spaces.

Communities should identify green infrastructure requirements
in their local area.
Material assets
Change in National Policy
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); DCLG March 2012
The NPPF states that, to deliver a wide choice of high quality
homes, widen opportunities for home ownership and create
sustainable, inclusive and mixed communities, local planning
authorities should plan for a mix of housing based on current
and future demographic trends, market trends and the needs
of different groups in the community; and should identify the
size, type, tenure and range of housing that is required in
particular locations, reflecting local demand.

In addition to the previous
requirements the Local Plan
should identify the size, type,
tenure and range of housing
that is required in particular
locations, reflecting local
demand.

Population
Change in National Policy
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); DCLG March 2012
Chapter 8 of the NPPF promotes healthy communities, stating
that the planning system can play an important role in
facilitating social interaction and creating healthy, inclusive
communities.

In addition to the previous
requirements planning
authorities should consider how
development can increase
access to health facilities and
ensure that new development
does not give rise to significant
adverse impacts on health and
quality of life.

Social deprivation
National Policy
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); DCLG March 2012
Local planning authorities should assess locations of
deprivation which may benefit from planned remedial action.
Soils, geology and land use

11

This change is more relevant to
the JCS.
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Table 3.1: Updated Policy Review
How has the policy framework changed?

Implications of the changes

Change in National Policy

There has been no significant
material change in the way that
soil, geology and land use
should be considered in
planning documents.

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); DCLG March 2012
The NPPF states that the planning system should contribute to
and enhance the natural and local environment by: protecting
and enhancing valued landscapes, geological conservation
interests and soils.
Safeguarding our Soils: A Strategy for England, Defra, 2009
Contains the vision that by 2030, all England’s soils will be
managed sustainably and degradation threats tackled
successfully. This will improve the quality of England’s soils
and safeguard their ability to provide essential services for
future generations
Waste
Change in National Policy
Planning Practice Guidance for Waste, DCLG, October 2015
Movement of waste up the Waste Hierarchy is not just the
responsibility of waste planning authorities. All local planning
authorities, to the extent appropriate to their responsibilities,
should look to drive waste management up the hierarchy.
Change in Regional Policy
Northamptonshire County Council Minerals and Waste Local
Plan (Adopted 2014)
The Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan is the
land use planning strategy for minerals and waste related
development in the county. It considers the impact and
design of new minerals and waste development, and focuses
on how this development can best relate to the surrounding
land use and link with the wider community. It sets out the
strategy, principles and locations for waste and mineral related
activity.

There has been no significant
material change in the way that
waste should be considered in
planning documents.

There has been no significant
material change in the way that
waste should be considered in
planning documents.

Water
National Policy
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); DCLG March 2012
The NPPF states that local planning authorities should work
with other authorities and providers to assess the quality and
capacity of infrastructure for [inter alia] water supply,
wastewater and its treatment, flood risk and coastal change
management.
National Planning Practice Guidance Flood risk and coastal
change, DCLG (March, 2014)In plan-making, local planning
authorities apply a sequential approach to site selection so
that development is, as far as reasonably possible, located
where the risk of flooding (from all sources) is lowest, taking
account of climate change and the vulnerability of future uses
to flood risk. In plan-making this involves applying the
‘Sequential Test’ to Local Plans and, if needed, the ‘Exception
Test’ to Local Plans.
12

In addition to the previous
requirements planning
authorities should consider how
local plans will affect the
quality and capacity of
infrastructure for water supply,
wastewater and its treatment
and flood risk and the
consequences of flooding
arising from surface runoff,
groundwater and ordinary
watercourses as a result of
changes in land use through
local plan allocations
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Table 3.1: Updated Policy Review
How has the policy framework changed?
The Water Supply (Water Quality) Regulations, 2010
Authorities and developers must comply with the requirements
of the Regulations.
Northamptonshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy
The aim of the strategy is to provide a robust local framework
that employs a full range of complementary approaches
towards managing and communicating the risks and
consequences of flooding arising from surface runoff,
groundwater and ordinary watercourses in Northamptonshire
and the surrounding area.
.

13

Implications of the changes
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4.

BASELINE DATA

4.1

Introduction
This section of the report outlines data that is of relevance to the Daventry Local Plan Part 2.
Table 4.1 focuses on key issues of relevance to this plan and draws on the data collated for the
JCS SA. The table does not seek to reproduce all the data that is included in the JCS SA, instead
it provides an updated summary of the key baseline issues. The data within the JCS SA is
contained within Appendix B.

4.2

Data gaps and new data
No significant data gaps have been found. However, if data gaps are found in subsequent stages
of the SA these will be highlighted and the implications of the data gaps to the assessment made
clear.
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Table 4.1: Baseline Data
Issue / data (incl. source)

Likely future baseline

Implications for the plan

Air quality and noise
Road transport is the main source of air and noise pollution, particularly
the M1 which is causing elevated nitrogen dioxide levels (various local
authority air quality reports).
Across the district there was generally a slight decrease in concentrations
from 2012 (against a longer term trend of generally increasing
concentrations). There were increases in concentrations at four locations,
including M1 kerbside (N12) and New Street, Daventry (N9). The higher
level recorded at New Street, Daventry (24.54 µg/m3) was well below
the 40 µg/m3 limit. Levels at Haythog Farm House, an isolated
farmhouse which is the nearest residential property to the M1 were
24.90 µg/m3. Daventry District Council will continue to monitor this
location closely as the levels are consistently amongst the highest
recorded in the district. A full review of national monitoring data
suggests no need to monitor other pollutants and no further action is
required other than continued monitoring (2013 Air Quality Progress
Report for Daventry District Council).

• An increase in traffic on roads in

Northamptonshire above the national
average growth rate
• Changes to nitrogen dioxide levels are

uncertain but may increase due to growth
area status and growth in road traffic
• An increase in the proportion of people

using private transport and a decrease in
the proportion using public transport and
bicycles.
• The trend towards longer distance

commuting is continuing albeit at reduced
rates of growth.
• Potential increases in noise due to

increases in traffic

Car ownership in Daventry district as a whole is very high, with
approximately half the national average percentage of households
without access to a car, and almost 1.5 cars per household. Due to the
town centre redevelopment and the quantum of development expected in
the town, car trips could increase (Daventry Town Transport Strategy
(Part of the Local Transport Plan), Northamptonshire County Council,
2013).
According to the Infrastructure Delivery Plan Update (2013) Daventry
District Council has aspirations to improve the bus station facilities at
Daventry to serve the existing and growing population. Details of
whether this will be a relocation or restructure of the existing site will be
the subject of further investigation.
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The plan will need to take
into account the effect that
new development can have
on air pollution, traffic levels
and noise levels. Any site
selection process will need
to take these issues into
account and provide
adequate mitigation.
The decline in the
percentage of those
choosing to walk or cycle to
work indicates the need for
further work to improve
walking and cycling
provision in order to
encourage sustainable
travel.
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Table 4.1: Baseline Data
Issue / data (incl. source)

Likely future baseline

Implications for the plan

The West Northamptonshire area suffers from a historic lack of rail
infrastructure, with only three railway stations in the three districts, and
no railways serving Towcester, Daventry or Brackley. However,
extensions to the local rail network such as new lines or stations are not
proposed for the foreseeable future (Infrastructure Delivery Plan Update
(2013)).
There has been an increase in the percentage of people working from
home across all three districts, but the proportion of people home
working in Northampton (7.92%) remains much lower than in Daventry
(14.55%) and South Northamptonshire (14.84%). There has also been a
reduction in the percentage of people who travel 5km or less to work and
this is reflected by corresponding increases in some of the longer travel
distances including the 20-30km category and in the over 60km
category. (West Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring Report 2012/13)
(please note that this information does not appear to have been updated
for the latest AMR which is the 2014/2015 AMR))
Archaeology and cultural heritage
Number of assets on the English Heritage buildings at risk register in
Daventry District:

• Continued decline in the condition of

•
•

• Potential increasing pressure on assets

2017: 17
2013: 12

heritage assets
from development.

http://risk.english-heritage.org.uk/register.aspx.
There are 24 Conservation Areas in Daventry district
(http://www.daventrydc.gov.uk/living/planning-policy/conservationareas/) and over 1,500 listed buildings
(http://www.daventrydc.gov.uk/living/planning-and-buildingcontrol/listed-buildings/). There are 10 registered Historic Parks and
Gardens within the District (Kelmarsh Hall, Cottesbrooke Hall, Lamport
16

The plan will need to
consider the ability of the
environment or heritage to
accommodate development
and steer it towards less
sensitive areas (including
through site selection). The
plan should ensure new
development is well related
to the historic environment
and is characteristic of the
scale, form, materials and
detailing of the settlement.
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Table 4.1: Baseline Data
Issue / data (incl. source)

Likely future baseline

Implications for the plan

Hall, Holdenby House, Boughton Hall, Althorp, Brockhall Park, Fawsley
Hall, Ashby St Legers Park and Canons Ashby) and one registered
battlefield (Battle of Naseby 1645 AD). During the 2012/13 period, the
Roman road at Watling Street (Crick/ Kilsby), was designated as a
Scheduled Ancient Monument taking the number up to 49. (West
Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring Report 2012/13).
Biodiversity, flora and fauna
The East Midlands Region has a low level of statutory protection for
nature conservation making designated sites even more valuable.

• A continued decline in the quality of the

There are two Local Nature Reserves in Daventry; Crowfields Common
LNR and Daventry Country Park LNR (Natural England website:
http://www.lnr.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/lnr/lnr_results.asp?N=&C=
30&Submit=Search) covering 74.71 Ha (West Northamptonshire Annual
Monitoring Report 2012/13).

• A continued loss of scarce plant species

majority of semi-natural habitats
• A continued increase in the amount of

habitat fragmentation.

2014/15 has again seen a small decrease in the total land area
designated as Local Wildlife Site in West Northamptonshire as a whole
(although the area in Daventry has increased slightly). The loss of some
sites in any given year is to be expected due to instances when privately
owned sites become used for different purposes i.e. changing agricultural
practices and the unavoidable reduction in management of
environmental assets (2014/2015 Joint Annual Monitoring Report).

Ensure that key habitats and
species are protected and
enhanced.
Ensure that site selection
considers the effect on
biodiversity taking into
account the continued
decline in semi natural
habitats. The plan should
include strong policies for
the protection and
enhancement of
biodiversity.
The plan should consider the
impacts of allocations on
existing Green
Infrastructure (GI) and
potential habitat
opportunities and encourage
the enhancement of GI and
the implementation of new

The Wildlife Trust have continued their programme of surveying Local
Wildlife Sites and seek to bring as many sites as possible under active
management. 2014/15 has seen modest increases in the percentages of
sites surveyed from 22.7% to 24%, and sites under active positive
management from 30.1% to 33% (2014/2015 Joint Annual Monitoring
Report).
There are no Special Protection Areas or Special Areas of Conservation in
Daventry.
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Issue / data (incl. source)

Likely future baseline

Implications for the plan
GI within new
developments.

Within Daventry District there are nine SSSIs (Badby Wood, Everdon
Stubbs, Ramsden Corner Plantation, High Wood and Meadow, Bosworth
Mill Meadow, Coombe Hill Hollow, Calender Meadow, Pitsford Reservoir
and Mantles Heath). The SSSIs cover 536.28 Ha. 42.9% of this area is
in favourable condition (West Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring
Report 2014/15). This is a decrease from 46.2% in 2012 (2011-2012
Joint Annual Monitoring Report).

The plan should support the
Nature Improvement Area
objectives through
consideration of allocations
and should promote
landscape and biodiversity
enhancements for priority
habitats.

The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area (NIA) was designated by
DEFRA in March 2012 and extends from Daventry to Peterborough
including the River Nene and its main tributaries.
Northamptonshire Biodiversity Partnership‘s Habitat Opportunity Map
indicates the potential for recreation of lowland meadows in South
Northamptonshire and Daventry Districts.
Crime and community safety
There is relatively low crime per capita in Daventry (48 crimes per 1,000
population in mid-2012). Across Daventry, crime fell by 15.5% in
2012/13. This equates to 687 fewer victims of crime (Northamptonshire
Police and Crime Commission Annual Report). Crime across
Northamptonshire fell by 5.2 % 2012/13, meaning there were 2,593
fewer victims of crime across the county. Annual crime figures show that
between 1st April 2012 and 31st March 2013 offences dropped from
49,576 to 46,983. Violent crime fell by 12.6 %, while drugs offences
showed an 8.1% reduction. (West Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring
Report 2012/13).

• Crime is likely to stay fairly low in

Daventry.

This is compared to previous years where recorded levels of crime
increased slightly in West Northamptonshire between 2010/11 and
2011/12. South Northamptonshire saw no change but there was a small
increase of 1% in Northampton and around 9% in Daventry over the
same period (2011/2012 Joint Annual Monitoring Report).
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Development should be
designed to minimise
opportunities for crime and
fear of crime.
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Table 4.1: Baseline Data
Issue / data (incl. source)

Likely future baseline

Implications for the plan

Taken as a whole the crime rate across West Northamptonshire is slightly
higher than Northamptonshire, which in turn is slightly above the
national figure of 64 crimes/ 1000 population. This masks a significant
variation across the area with relatively high crime rates in Northampton,
and rates which are significantly below the national average in Daventry
and South Northamptonshire (West Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring
Report 2012/13) (please note that this information does not appear to
have been updated for the latest AMR which is the 2014/2015 AMR))
Education and training
Daventry and South Northamptonshire both have a strong skills base.

• The potential for a continued upward trend

According to the 2011-2012 Joint Annual Monitoring Report, Daventry
District and South Northamptonshire perform very well in terms of
qualifications against the National average, which provides a potential
advantage in attracting and retaining highly skilled employment
opportunities in West Northamptonshire.

in the proportion of the working-age
population with Level 3 and Level 4 skills
and a reduction on the proportion with
Level 3 and particularly Level 2 skills
(particularly in Daventry and South
Northamptonshire).

All communities should have
good access to education
and lifelong learning,
including by public
transport.

There has been a slight decrease in the percentage of people holding a
degree or higher level (NVQ 4) across West Northamptonshire, which
could be attributed to rising university fees. Pockets of deprivation are
masked in these figures, such as areas within the main urban areas of
Daventry and Northampton, may need a particular policy focus. (West
Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring Report 2012/13) (please note that
crime data does not appear to have been updated for the latest AMR).
Energy and climatic factors
There is an increased risk of winter floods in the region under climate
change scenarios. (http://www.ukcip.org.uk/essentials/uk-impacts/)

• Potential for an increase in flood risk due

to increasing surface runoff and reductions
in the amount of floodplain.
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in dwellings should continue
to be promoted as should
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Issue / data (incl. source)

Likely future baseline

The West Northamptonshire (Daventry and South Northamptonshire)
Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (June 2009) states that,
following the initial screening of sites identified following the application
of the Sequential Test, it was considered that only three sites (all of
which lie within South Northamptonshire) required full Level 2
assessments. For the remainder of the sites, it was deemed appropriate
to produce and adhere to a series of policy statements and
recommendation of site specific FRAs.

• A continued increase in the region’s annual

Daventry District Council is a member of the Northants Warm Homes
partnership, a group of all local authorities in Northamptonshire working
together to help keep residents warmer in their homes, reduce fuel
poverty and lower carbon emissions
(http://www.daventrydc.gov.uk/living/greener-living/energyefficiency/?locale=en). The average energy efficiency (SAP) rating of
private sector housing in Daventry was 57 (as detailed in the 2010-2011
Joint Annual Monitoring Report) (please note that this information does
not appear to have been updated for the latest AMR which is the
2014/2015 AMR)).

• There is increasing pressure for wind farm

mean temperature.
• A continued increase in the pattern of

wetter winters and drier summers.
• A continued decrease in greenhouse gas

emissions.
• A continued increase in energy generation

by renewables.
development in the county.
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Implications for the plan
use of low carbon
technologies.
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West Northamptonshire is continuing to develop capacity for renewable
energy generation, although this is showing signs of slowing down. The
total potential generation capacity has decreased by 27% to 76MW (from
a 2013/14 total of 103.5MW.
During 2014/15 four further sites were completed, 3 being in Daventry at
Upper Boddington (1.5MW), Lilbourne (10MW), and at land between
Watling Street and the M1, Celtic Way, Kilsby (4MW). In Daventry
construction began for 3 sites towards the end of the 2014/15 monitoring
year, at Winwick at Kelmarsh, and Watford Lodge. (West
Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring Report 2014/15).
In South Northants a site at land between Roade, Courteenhall, Hartwell
and the M1 became operational in June 2014 (7.2MW) but permission for
a site at Spring Farm to the North of Welsh Lane between Greatworth
and Helmdon was refused at appeal in December 2014.
There are three biomass sites, of which 2 were permitted before April
2014 and one permitted in March 2015 (1.3MW). Of these, one (in
Northampton) is described as ‘Biomass’ (1.9MW) and the other 2 are
described as ‘Anaerobic Digestion’ (one each in Daventry (4.0 MW) and
South Northants (1.3MW)). These three are all awaiting construction.
During 2014/15, there were 11 photovoltaic (PV) solar panel schemes in
West Northamptonshire of which 9 were operational (7 in South
Northants, and 1 each in Daventry and Northampton) accounting for a
9.7 fold increase from a revised total of 28.53 in 2013/14 to a total of
54.2MW in 2014/15, and 2 were. Figures indicate that the increased level
of interest in this form of renewable energy observed in last year’s AMR
is now producing operational schemes although the number coming
forward as approved or under construction has fallen by 82.5%
compared to the previous year.
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Likely future baseline

Implications for the plan

Health and well being
Average life expectancy for males in Daventry is 79.8 (2009 – 2011) and
83.9 for females. Life Expectancy (2009-11) in Northamptonshire is 78.8
years for Males and 82.5 years for Females (Northamptonshire County
Council place statistical bulletin 2013/12 life expectancy).

• A continued decrease in premature death

rates and an increase in life expectancy.
• A continued problem with obesity.

Across the three authorities most indicators of ill-health suggest below
average levels of illness (2011 census data)
All districts in Northamptonshire have a higher proportion of obese adults
than the national average. Obesity in children is a significant issue for
the county. (Northamptonshire Analysis website accessed 24/05/2017)

In planning for future
housing provision,
consideration should be
given to access to, the
capacity of and any
additional requirements for
primary healthcare and
hospital services. These
should be considered in the
settlement hierarchy for
allocations

Northampton General Hospital is the major acute healthcare hospital for
Northampton, Daventry and South Northamptonshire.
As part of the Daventry Town Centre regeneration proposals, a new site
for a Primary Care Health Centre is under consideration which will
provide for the relocation of existing GP practices and serve the growing
town (Infrastructure Delivery Plan Update (July 2012)).
Labour market and economy
Evidence confirms a significant number of people commute from outside
West Northamptonshire to work in the plan area and the populations of
all adjoining areas is also expected to grow in future years. (West
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Employment Technical Paper
Second Update; West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit December
2013).
South Northamptonshire and Daventry District see a greater proportion
of their residents travel over 10km for work. The most popular distances
travelled are between 5 and 20km, which suggests trips to Northampton
Borough and other nearby settlements such as Milton Keynes or Rugby.

• Continued high levels of in commuting and

potential out commuting.
• A potential for continuing strong growth in

the local economies.
• Continued growth in employment in

sectors including transport and
communications; banking, finance and
insurance; and other services.
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Ensure a supply of housing
types and employment land
suited to the requirements
of growth sectors.
In planning for local
employment provision the
plan could consider
opportunities for creating
greater self-sufficiency in
relation to population size.
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Issue / data (incl. source)
There has been an increase in the percentage of people working from
home across all three districts, but the proportion of people home
working in Northampton (7.92%) remains much lower than in Daventry
(14.55%) and South Northamptonshire (14.84%). There has also been a
reduction in the percentage of people who travel 5km or less to work and
this is reflected by corresponding increases in some of the longer travel
distances including the 20-30km category and in the over 60km
category. (West Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring Report 2012/13).
(please note that this information does not appear to have been updated
for the latest AMR)

Likely future baseline

Implications for the plan

• Unemployment could rise but should stay

lower than the UK rate.
• The trend towards longer distance

commuting is increasing, albeit at a slower
rate.

Daventry has 3.6% unemployment compared with 4.8% for the UK as a
whole (NOMIS, 2015 figures).
Agriculture remains an important sector in Daventry (Office for National
Statistics data).
The area has a strong representation in logistics, transport and
communications (related to good accessibility) and in financial services.
Other key sectors within the county include motor sport and high
performance engineering, food and drink, and environmental
technologies (Office for National Statistics data).
The business base is strong in Daventry and South Northamptonshire
(Small Business Service data).
Landscape and townscape
Beyond the main urban centres of Northampton, Corby, Wellingborough,
Kettering and Daventry a rural landscape of scenic beauty and local
distinctiveness extends across the county. The Bugbrooke and Daventry
Character Area is the most extensive area of the Undulating Hills and
Valleys character areas and occurs on the western and southern side the
River Nene Broad River Valley Floodplain. It extends from the western
county boundary, around the eastern edge of Daventry, to the south-

• Continued pressures on landscape and

townscape leading to degradation in
character.
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The plan has an integral role
in ensuring the sensitive and
appropriate siting of land
uses in order to protect and
enhance the quality of the
local environment and
landscape / townscape. The
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Likely future baseline

western edge of Northampton. (Landscape Character Assessment,
November 2006). Within the landscape of the county there is increasing
development on edge-of-town and edge-of-village locations and
conversion to arable agriculture, thereby resulting in loss of hedgerows,
an increase in field size and loss of semi-natural habitats (Natural
England).

Implications for the plan
plan needs to continue to
encourage development to
incorporate elements of
green infrastructure e.g.
creating green networks /
corridors, open spaces and
woodlands.

Daventry Country Park is the principal recreational resource in the
landscape. The park is based around the feeder reservoir, which supplies
water for the nearby Grand Union Canal. (Landscape Character
Assessment, November 2006).
Daventry District does not have any national level landscape
designations, such as Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (Daventry
District Council website). There are four Special Landscape Areas, which
together cover much of Daventry district (Daventry Local Plan 1997
Proposals Map). These are currently under review.
Specific appraisals have been undertaken for the following conservation
areas within Daventry: Daventry Reservoir Conservation Area Appraisal
(2009); Grand Union / Oxford Canal (1995); Scaldwell (1998);
Harlestone and Moulton (2017).
Material assets
The predominant dwelling type in Daventry is detached houses (43%)
followed by semi-detached and terraced houses (31% and 18%
respectively). (West Northamptonshire Strategic Housing Market
Assessment, 2009). In 2011 the predominant dwelling stock by tenure
was owner occupied at 38.4%, slightly lower than in 2001 (47%) but
remains slightly higher than the East Midlands and England average.
(West Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring Report 2012/13) (please
note that this information does not appear to have been updated for the
latest AMR).

• Dwellings within Daventry District are

likely to continue to be more affordable in
comparison with those within South
Northamptonshire.
• Prospects for the housing market, and

therefore the rate of house building that
will be sustained in West
Northamptonshire, are uncertain.
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Ensure appropriate housing
to meet local needs,
including the needs of all in
the community and
concealed needs, as well as
the current/future needs of
the economy.
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Evidence demonstrates that Daventry has met or exceeded the housing
requirement every year since 2011 - the start of the Core Strategy plan
period and has a demonstrated 5 year housing land supply (Daventry
District Housing Land Availability Report, Daventry District Council, April
2017).
Daventry District has seen its affordable housing delivery increase by
26.1% in the past year with the largest number of units since 2001, with
17 more units being provided than last year giving a total delivery of 82
units. This brings the level of output to well above the average of 53.5
units over the last decade. High numbers of affordable dwelling
completions from 2008-2010 primarily relate to the fulfilment of
affordable housing obligations on major sites such as Middlemore, even
during the recession. Further phases of development under construction
on this scheme during 2012/15, which include affordable housing
obligations, are bringing about this increase in affordable housing
delivery. There has also been a significant increase in sites in the supply
pipeline particularly in rural areas that are likely to support delivery over
the coming years.

Likely future baseline
• Delivery of affordable housing is likely to

be challenging in future years having
regard to the availability of funding to
support delivery and viability
considerations, particularly on the larger
development sites.
• Land supply, in terms of plots with

consent, has been increasing slowly since
2010 but will remain challenging,
especially with regard to the delivery of
employment uses.

It must be recognised that the delivery of affordable housing is likely to
be challenging in future years having regard to the availability of funding
to support delivery and viability considerations, particularly on the larger
development sites. Affordable housing completions in Daventry have
continued to increase and those in Northampton during 2014/15 have
remained close to the number in 2013/14, which exceeded the previous
year’s figures by 22%. (West Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring
Report 2012/13).
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Likely future baseline

Overall, the delivery of new employment floorspace in West
Northamptonshire during 2014/15 has continued to rise from the levels
reported in the previous two AMRs. The gross floorspace provision of
over 136,000 m2 is more than double that reported in 2013/14 which in
itself was an increase on the previous year. The provision of gross
employment floorspace has risen across all three local authority areas.
The most significant increase is in Daventry District where the floorspace
provision has risen sharply from just over 6,400 m2, to in excess of
68,000 m2. The majority of this increase is in B8 floorspace and reflects
increased development activity at the DIRFT strategic distribution site.
Northampton Borough has further increased delivery from just over
42,500 m2 in 2013/14 to very nearly 50,000 m2 in 2014/15.
This positive picture is tempered to some extent when the losses of
employment floorspace are considered. Whilst Daventry and
Northampton continue to achieve significant net gains in employment
floorspace, South Northamptonshire has experienced a net loss of over
72,000 m2. The principal reason for this relates to the redevelopment of
the following sites for housing, which were formerly in employment use
(principally B2 and B8) :
• Former Brackley Sawmills, Northampton Road, Brackley;
• Former Bronnley Soap Works, Radstone Road, Brackley; and
• Former Chaplins Haulage Yard, Stratford Road, Brackley
These significant redevelopments have coincided with a relative lull in
completions on large scale employment sites in South Northamptonshire.
There are, however a number of large scale sites that are in progress
which should deliver significant completions in 2015/16.
The West Northamptonshire Employment Land Study Review prepared in
July 2012 to support the Submission of Joint Core Strategy confirmed
that the vast majority of the employment land portfolio remains ‘fit for
purpose’ and for the most part has been resilient to the impacts of
recession.
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Likely future baseline

Implications for the plan

West Northamptonshire Sports Facilities Strategy (April 2009) makes a
number of recommendations for new or improved sports facilities around
the three districts in response to growth, although these are not tied to
specific SUEs or developments. It advocates a partnership approach in
providing sports facilities, whereby provision and funding is shared
between private clubs, developers, Local Authorities, healthcare
providers, Sport England and the national governing bodies of individual
sports. It also advocates the sharing of space with community buildings,
shops and offices, schools and libraries.
In Daventry District, the West Northamptonshire Sports Facilities
Strategy identifies a shortfall in swimming pool and sports hall provision,
but notes that this is largely in rural areas. Improvements to pitch and
ancillary facility quality are required to ensure long-term sustainability.
(Infrastructure Delivery Plan Update (2013)).
Population
2015 population figures (NOMIS) show that Daventry has a population of
80,000.

• A steadily increasing population in all

Population growth at 7.8% has been above the national average of 7.2%
(2011 census). 76% of this has been due to births and deaths and the
rest from in migration.

• Significant and consistent levels of net in-

Daventry and South Northamptonshire both display population densities
that are nearly three-quarters less than the England average. The
increase in population densities has been limited during the last decade.
This is because although both districts have grown at, or slightly above,
the national average for this period the change in absolute population
numbers has been small in comparison to the large land area of each
district. (West Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring Report 2012/13).
(please note that this information does not appear to have been updated
for the latest AMR)

• The potential for an aging population and

three authority areas
migration into Daventry and South
Northamptonshire
a fall in the working age population.
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changing population
structure for the types of
housing required and for
evolving service and
transport requirements
should be taken into
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Likely future baseline

Implications for the plan

There have been noticeable increases in the under 5 population (19%
increase) and the over 85 population (33% increase) since the 2001
census in the county as a whole (2011 census).
Social deprivation
According to the 2011 census data, Daventry has 50.7% of households
that are not counted in any of the deprivation dimensions. This
compares to 42.5% in England as a whole (Northamptonshire Analysis
website, accessed 24th May 2017).
According to the 2010 Indices of Multiple Deprivation, 2% of Daventry’s
residents lived in the most deprived areas in England (the same as in the
last publication of the index in 2007). All of this deprived population
were income deprived (Northamptonshire Observatory). In 2015, 0.05%
of residents lived in the most deprived areas in England.

• Deprivation seems to have decreased in

Daventry in the most recent statistical
release. However, deprivation levels may
increase in the future under recession
conditions.

Comprehensive multifaceted solutions are
required to regenerate
deprived communities in
Northamptonshire which will
particularly need to address
the economy, education and
skills, health, and crime. The
plan can address access to
services by new
communities.

Soils, geology and land use
The Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development Local Plan
(2014) allocates sites for sand and gravel extraction, for crushed rock
extraction, for building and roofing stone extraction and for the
processing of secondary and recycled materials. A number of these sites
are in Daventry and South Northamptonshire Districts.
Northamptonshire experiences naturally occurring arsenic in places
(Environment Agency, Soil Guideline Values for inorganic arsenic in soil,
2009). This may need to be dealt with on development sites including
greenfield sites.
The overall proportion of housing development in West Northamptonshire
taking place on previously developed land (PDL or brownfield) has again
dropped by a quarter, i.e. 35.47% in 2014/15 compared to 47.69% in
2013/14.. However this varies across the individual Districts. Daventry

• Potential reduction of brownfield

development rates owing to the level of
allocations in the Joint Core Strategy on
greenfield land
• A changing pattern of mineral extraction in

the river valleys of the Nene, Welland,
Tove, Ise, and Great Ouse
• Development density may reduce in the

future because of the removal of minimum
targets from national guidance.
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The plan needs to consider
how development will affect
soils and the best and most
versatile agricultural land.
The availability of brownfield
sites to enable development
on brownfield sites as
opposed to greenfield sites
may be a key issue. The
balance between high
density development and
local character requires
careful deliberation.
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Likely future baseline

Implications for the plan

District, having seen an increase in housing development on PDL from
62.07% to 89.34% in 2012/13, followed by a drop to 34.91% in
2013/14, has seen a much smaller drop to 32.57% while in South
Northamptonshire there has been a very small increase from 4.90% to
5.45% (2014/2015 Joint Annual Monitoring Report).
There are areas of Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land in the
District.
Waste
The Northamptonshire Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy was
published in 2012. In terms of targets, the strategy states that, in the
short term, there will be a continued focus on improving levels of
recycling and composting, both by Districts and County Council, and on
tackling waste prevention and reuse.
The Strategy also states that, over the duration of the Strategy
approximately 60,000 additional households are anticipated in
Northamptonshire – an increase of 19 %. If the number of households
increases in this way, this will result in a 20% increase in household
waste needing to be managed in Northamptonshire.
Forward projections suggest that total municipal waste will increase to
355,500 tonnes in 2012/13, 367,750 tonnes in 2015/16, 389,500 tonnes
in 2019/20 and 421,000 in 2025/6.

• An increase in municipal waste arisings

due to an increase in households.
• An increase in the rate of recycling.

However, this is accompanied by an
increase in the generation of household
waste at a rate above that of population
growth.
• The Northamptonshire Joint Municipal

Waste Management Strategy (2012) has a
recycling/composting target of 56 % by
2025/26

The plan needs to put in
place policies to encourage
waste reduction and
recycling as part of
construction.
The plan needs to consider
the allocation of waste and
minerals sites in allocating
land for development.

Daventry recycled 47% of its household waste in 2006/2007 (compared
to 44% in 2001/2002) Northamptonshire Joint Municipal Waste
Management Strategy, 2012.
Water
According to the West Northamptonshire Water Cycle Study (September
2011), within Daventry district, the existing trunk sewer to Whilton
WWTW is considered to be operating at capacity. In terms of water
supply infrastructure, Anglian Water Services have identified that the

• Potential for continued improvements in

biological and chemical water quality
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New development should
include measures to improve
water efficiency, reduce
surface runoff through the
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Table 4.1: Baseline Data
Issue / data (incl. source)
Daventry North East Pre-Submission Sustainable Urban Extension can be
delivered through minor water supply infrastructure schemes delivered
through the regulated requisition process. Therefore water supply
infrastructure in Daventry should not be considered a constraint to
growth.

Likely future baseline
• Increasing pressure on water resources

which will only worsen with the effects of
climate change.

The East Midlands streams are of improving quality and are generally at
the higher end of the water quality rating spectrum (Environment
Agency, issue identified as part of West Northamptonshire JCS scoping
report).
Low rainfall is affecting groundwater recharge which is having a negative
effect on water levels in streams and rivers and on aquatic habitats and
ecology (Environment Agency, issue identified as part of West
Northamptonshire JCS scoping report).
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Implications for the plan
incorporation of SUDS, and
provide flood compensation
measures.
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Appendix A: Summary of the SA scoping report consultation responses
Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
Northamptonshire County Council

SA Stage

Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

The scoping report fails to make reference to
the Minerals and Waste Development
Framework (MWDF) in relation to waste.

1

SA Stage A1:
Identifying other
relevant policies,
plans and
programmes, and
environmental
protection objectives

Relevant information and issues
has been added to the Baseline
information (Tables 4.1, 5.1
and 6.1) under waste.

Relevant to all 3 Plans.
Local Plans will need to consider
waste and minerals allocations
when making site allocations for
development both in terms of
preventing the sterilisation of
minerals reserves and the
potential impacts of minerals
and waste allocations on the
health and wellbeing of
residents.

Baseline Data refers to MWDF allocations but it
only covers minerals related development and
not waste.

3

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

Relevant information and issues
has been added to the Baseline
information (Tables 4.1, 5.1
and 6.1) under waste.

The Annex 2: Baseline Data and Policy Review
document fails to reference the MWDF in
relation to both minerals and waste related
development as part of the policy review

3

SA Stage A1:
Identifying other
relevant policies,
plans and
programmes, and

Annex 2 was not updated as
part of the review work.
Updates are to be found in the
main body of the Scoping
Report.

Relevant to all 3 plans.
Local Plans will need to consider
waste and minerals allocations
when making site allocations for
development both in terms of
preventing the sterilisation of
minerals reserves and the
potential impacts of minerals
and waste allocations on the
health and wellbeing of
residents.
Relevant to all 3 plans.
Local Plans will need to consider
waste and minerals allocations
when making site allocations for
development.
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question

Information set out under ‘Waste’ regarding
key issues, data gaps and trend data does not
reflect the local situation and in some
instances are outside the scope of the
Northamptonshire DPD’s subject to the SA

3

There is a need for both of these plans to
consider specific and relevant policies within
the MWDF:
CS7 and CS8: Sustainable use of resources
and Waste minimisation.
CS10 and CMD11: Mineral Safeguarding Areas
CS11: Safeguarding Waste Management and
Minerals
CS12 and CMD12: Preventing Land use conflict
regarding Waste development and
Development within vicinity of minerals

1

SA Stage
environmental
protection objectives
SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

SA Stage A1:
Identifying other
relevant policies,
plans and
programmes, and
environmental
protection objectives
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Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

The purpose of this section is to
set out the known
environmental problems in the
area. This was based on
information gathered for the
JCS, therefore the scope of
information contained within
Annex 2 relates to the scope of
the JCS. This was made clear in
the main Scoping Report. This
information has not been
updated as part of the review
because waste related
development is outside the
scope of the local plans.
These issues will be considered
under the SA Objectives:
CS7 and CS8: Sustainable use
of resources and Waste
minimisation, in SO14a): To
reduce waste generation and
disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable
management of waste.
CS10 and CMD11: Mineral
Safeguarding Areas, in SO
13a): Reduce land
contamination, and safeguard

None.

All three plans
All plans should consider the
implications for waste and
minerals sites, including mineral
and waste safeguarding areas,
when making allocations for
development. It is unlikely that
sites which safeguard strategic
minerals resources would be
considered to be reasonable.
Alternatives. Plans should
allocate residential
accommodation away from
planned waste and minerals
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question

SA Stage

The following plan should be included in
Section 19 of the baseline data:
Northamptonshire County Council Minerals and
Waste Development Framework:
Core Strategy (adopted May 2010)
Locations for Minerals Development (adopted
March 2011)
Locations for Waste Development (adopted
March 2011)
Control and Management of Development
(adopted June 2011)
Development and Implementation Principles
SPD (adopted Sept 2011)

1

SA Stage A1:
Identifying other
relevant policies,
plans and
programmes, and
environmental
protection objectives

The following plan should be included in
Section 19 of the baseline data:
Draft Minerals and Waste Local Plan for
Consultation (Jan 2013)- this proposes
updates/revisions to the adopted Minerals and
Waste Development Framework.
Accompanying this consultation document is a
Local Aggregates Assessment and a Local
Assessment of Waste Management Needs.

1

SA Stage A1:
Identifying other
relevant policies,
plans and
programmes, and
environmental
protection objectives
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Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

soil and geological quality and
quantity
CS11: Safeguarding Waste
Management and Minerals
CS12 and CMD12: Preventing
Land use conflict regarding
Waste development and
Development within vicinity of
minerals, in Objective 13a:
Relevant plans have been
added to the Policy Review
(Table 3.1). The baseline data
tables do not seek to reproduce
all the data that is included in
the JCS SA nor present a ‘state
of the environment’, instead it
provided an updated summary
of the key baseline issues.

sites so as to prevent future
nuisances affecting the health
and wellbeing of residents.

Relevant to all 3 plans.
Local Plans will need to consider
the emerging Minerals and
Waste Local Plan, particularly
when making site allocations

Relevant to all 3 plans.
Local Plans will need to consider
the emerging Minerals and
Waste Local Plan, particularly
when making site allocations.
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
The following plan should be included in
1
Section 19 of the baseline data:
Reference to the Northamptonshire County
Council Structure Plan should be removed.
Only one policy (SDA1) is saved from this
document and with the abolition of the RSS
(now expected no later than April 2013) even
this policy will no longer be saved.
The following plan should be included in
1
Section 19 of the baseline data:
Flood and Water Management
Key National Policy
Flood Risk Regulations (2009)

SA Stage

Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

SA Stage A1:
Identifying other
relevant policies,
plans and
programmes, and
environmental
protection objectives

Reference to this has been
removed from the Scoping
Report.

Relevant to all 3 plans

SA Stage A1:
Identifying other
relevant policies,
plans and
programmes, and
environmental
protection objectives

The consultation comment is
relevant to the identification of
relevant policies plans and
programmes rather than
baseline information.
The Flood Risk Regulations
(2009) has been added to the
Updated Policy Review Table
3.1. Flood Risk Regulations
(2009) requires lead flood risk
authorities to prepare flood risk
maps and plans.
Northamptonshire County
Council (NCC) has taken on the
role of Lead Local Flood
Authority (LLFA) with primary
responsibility for management
of local flood risk across the
County
The Northamptonshire Draft
Local Flood Risk Management
Strategy has been added to the
Updated Policy Review Table

All 3 Local Plans should consider
the outputs of the
Northamptonshire Draft Local
Flood Risk Management
Strategy
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question

SA Stage

Response to representation

The following plan should be included in
Section 19 of the baseline data:
Key National Policy
Flood and Water Management Act 2010
PPS25: Development and Flood Risk and
companion guide
National Planning Policy Framework and
Associated Technical Guidance on Flood Risk

1

SA Stage A1:
Identifying other
relevant policies,
plans and
programmes, and
environmental
protection objectives

The following plans should be included in
Section 19 of the baseline data:
Key Local/ Regional Policy
Northamptonshire Draft Local Flood Risk
Management Strategy:
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/coun
cilservices/environ/flood/pages/strategyconsultation.aspx
West Northamptonshire Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment. Final Level 1 Report – Volume 1

1

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information
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3.1 and will inform the SA
Baseline during assessment.
The consultation comment is
relevant to the identification of
relevant policies plans and
programmes rather than
baseline information.
The Flood and Water
Management Act 2010 was
included in the Updated Policy
Review Table 3.1
PPS25: Development and Flood
Risk and its companion guide
were both revoked by the NPPF
in 2012, and replaced by the
National Planning Policy
Framework and Associated
Technical Guidance on Flood
Risk. This has therefore not
been added to the Updated
Policy Review.
Where relevant these
documents will be used to
inform the SA. Relevant
information and issues The
baseline data tables do not seek
to reproduce all the data that is
included in the JCS SA nor
present a ‘state of the
environment’, instead it

Implication for Local Plan

Relevant to all 3 plans

Relevant to all 3 plans

SA Report part 2

Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
February 2009:
http://www.westnorthamptonshirejpu.org/Link
Click.aspx?fileticket=7icY%2f2G%2fvE0%3d&t
abid=129
West Northamptonshire (Daventry and South
Northamptonshire) Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment. “Living Document” June 2009:
http://www.westnorthamptonshirejpu.org/Link
Click.aspx?fileticket=O4KicvSKTLY%3d&tabid=
130
Northampton Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment. Living Document – February
2010:
http://www.westnorthamptonshirejpu.org/Link
Click.aspx?fileticket=UtZJp7qVkO4%3d&tabid=
132
West Northamptonshire Development
Corporation Water Cycle Strategy. Phase 1 –
Outline Study May 2009:
http://www.wndc.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2010/06/West-Northantsmain-report-v8-with-cover1.pdf
West Northamptonshire Water Cycle Study.
Pre-submission Joint Core Strategy. Detailed
WCS Final Report - August 2011:
http://www.westnorthamptonshirejpu.org/conn
ect.ti/website/view?objectId=2759888
Northampton Surface Water Management Plan
– Expected completion end 2012:
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/coun
cilservices/Environ/flood/Pages/default.aspx

SA Stage

Response to representation
provided an updated summary
of the key baseline issues.
West Northamptonshire
Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment. Final Level 1
Report – Volume 1 February
2009 was included in Chapter
16 Water policy context of the
WNJCS Annex A
The West Northamptonshire
Water Cycle Study (September
2011), was included in the
Scoping Report Baseline
information for the Daventry
District Settlements and
Countryside Local Plan and
South Northamptonshire
Settlements and Development
Management Plan. See Tables
4.1 and 5.1 respectively.
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Implication for Local Plan
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
Northampton Central Area Action Plan
Drainage Assessment – Expected completion
August 2012:
http://www.northampton.gov.uk/site/scripts/d
ocuments_info.php?categoryID=1004&docume
ntID=216
The following plan should be included in
Section 19 of the baseline data:
Catchment Flood Management Plans:
River Nene Catchment Flood Management Plan
(December 2009):
http://publications.environmentagency.gov.uk/PDF/GEAN0909BPCD-E-E.pdf
Thames Catchment Flood Management Plan
(December 2009):
http://publications.environmentagency.gov.uk/PDF/GETH1209BQYL-E-E.pdf
Draft Great Ouse Catchment Flood
Management Plan Summary Report – (April
2010 Consultation Draft):
http://publications.environmentagency.gov.uk/PDF/GEAN0111BTJL-E-E.pdf
River Welland Catchment Flood Management
Plan Summary Report (December 2009):
http://publications.environmentagency.gov.uk/PDF/GEAN1209BRIZ-E-E.pdf
Severn Catchment Flood Management Plan
Summary Report (December 2009):
http://publications.environmentagency.gov.uk/PDF/GEMI0909BQYM-B-E.pdf

1

SA Stage

Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

The baseline data tables do not
seek to reproduce all the data
that is included in the JCS SA
nor present a ‘state of the
environment’, instead it
provided an updated summary
of the key baseline issues.
The Draft River Nene
Catchment Flood Management
Plan was included in the
baseline information this has
been updated to the December
2009, final report.

Relevant to all 3 plans
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
The following plan should be included in
1
Section 19 of the baseline data:
River Basin Management Plans
River Basin Management Plan: Anglian River
Basin District (December 2009):
http://publications.environmentagency.gov.uk/PDF/GEAN0910BSPM-E-E.pdf
River Basin Management Plan: Severn River
Basin District (December 2009):
http://publications.environmentagency.gov.uk/PDF/GEMI0910BSSK-E-E.pdf
River Basin Management Plan: Thames River
Basin District (December 2009):
http://publications.environmentagency.gov.uk/PDF/GETH0910BSWA-E-E.pdf
Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area
Green Infrastructure (GI) has not been
mentioned under ‘Landscapes and
Townscapes’. It is unclear whether GI is
considered in ‘design that ensures new
development sites fit with the surrounding
townscape and heritage.’ Clarification is
needed and GI mentioned.
Both the SA scoping report and Annex 2 omit
guidance on identifying GI requirements.
‘Nature Nearby’: Accessible Natural
Greenspace Guidance outlines the Accessible
Greenspace Standard (ANGSt) for providing

3

SA Stage

Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

The baseline data tables do not
seek to reproduce all the data
that is included in the JCS SA
nor present a ‘state of the
environment’, instead it
provided an updated summary
of the key baseline issues.

Relevant to all 3 plans

SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework

The identification and
consideration of GI within Local
Plans is required by paragraph
114 of the NPPF.
Green Infrastructure is
considered in the SA framework
under Objective 3a

Relevant to all 3 plans

JCS Policy BN1 - Green
Infrastructure Connections sets
out the approach to GI within
Northamptonshire. The
Developer Contributions
Supplementary Planning

Relevant to all 3 plans.
Local Plans should consider
accessibility to, and the
capacity of green spaces to
accept additional recreation,
when making allocations for

1
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
high quality access to the natural environment
close to home.

ANGSt has not been included within the 2011
baseline data and Policy review.
The baseline data sections should include the
Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area (NIA)
designation. The NIA was designated by DEFRA
in March 2012 and extends from Daventry to
Peterborough including the River Nene and its
main tributaries.
Potential Wildlife Sites (PWS) have been
omitted as a biodiversity issue. A PWS list
should be created including those sites
improving and near LWS standard, as well as
those LWS sites which have deteriorated and
no longer meet LWS standard.

SA Stage

1
3

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

1

SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework
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Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

Document will set out the
detailed requirements for the
creation, enhancement and
management of green
infrastructure corridors and
associated facilities, including
the mechanisms for offsite
delivery, if appropriate
The identification and
consideration of GI within Local
Plans is required by paragraph
114 of the NPPF
ANGSt are included in the JCS

housing and Gypsy and
Traveller and Travelling Show
People pitches.

Relevant information and issues
from The Nene Valley Nature
Improvement Area (NIA)
designation has been added to
the baseline data section
(Tables 4.1, 5.1 and 6.1).
PWS are considered under
wider non-designated
biodiversity in assets in
Objective 3a.
A survey of PWS is planned by
Northampton Biodiversity
Partnership by 2015. Therefore
this data is not yet available to
inform these Local Plans

Relevant to all 3 plans. All 3
plans should consider the NIA in
their allocation decisions

Relevant to all 3 plans

Relevant to all plans.
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
Northamptonshire Biodiversity Partnership ‘s
3
Habitat Opportunity Map and the
Northamptonshire Environmental Character
and Green Infrastructure Suite are data
sources that have been omitted and should be
considered in any analysis of planning impact
appraisal.
The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area
should be included as a consideration in the
Framework. This could be achieved by asking
an appraisal question like: ‘will the plan lead to
development which accords with the aims and
objectives of the Nene Valley NIA?’
Environment Agency
As well as ‘Nationally recognised sites’
protection should be given to locally important
sites (Local Wildlife Sites)

2

SA Stage

Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

Relevant information and issues
have been added to the
baseline information (Tables
4.1, 5.1 and 6.1).

Relevant to all 3 plans

SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework

The NIA has been included as a
consideration under SA
Objective 3 as an additional
assessment aiding question.

Relevant to all 3 plans

Consideration is afforded to
local wildlife sites within the SA
under SA Objective3a.

West Northamptonshire
Gypsies, Travellers and
Travelling Show People
Allocations Local Plan

3

Similar to the Nene Urban Water Framework
Directive (WFD), studies should be carried out
for the Daventry and South Northamptonshire
watercourses not achieving ‘Good’ ecological
status. This will ensure that watercourses do
not degrade against WFD standards through
current and future land use and management
changes.

3

N/A

Noted. .

Daventry District Settlements
and Countryside Local Plan
South Northamptonshire Local
Plan

The Green Infrastructure Suite should be
referenced to ensure that both direct and
indirect benefits that deliver WFD objectives
are embedded into planning policy. This will

1

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

JCS Policy BN1 - Green
Infrastructure Connections sets
out the approach to GI within
Northamptonshire. The

Relevant to all 3 plans. Plan
makers should consider the
Green Infrastructure Suite when
making site allocations and
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
allow it to be considered at the earliest
possible stage.

SA Stage

Consideration is needed as to how the
development will take into account
environmental impacts on people, buildings,
land, air, and water arising from the
development

3

SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework

Consideration of the risk of contaminated land
to human health, the environment, including
groundwater, the built environment and
economic activities is required.
New developments should account for ground
conditions and pollution arising from previous
land use and proposals for land remediation.

3

SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework
SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework

3
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Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

Developer Contributions
Supplementary Planning
Document will set out the
detailed requirements for the
creation, enhancement and
management of green
infrastructure corridors and
associated facilities, including
the mechanisms for offsite
delivery, if appropriate
The identification and
consideration of GI within Local
Plans is required by paragraph
114 of the NPPF.
These issues are considered in
the SA Framework.

developing site specific policies
so that opportunities to protect
and enhance GI are taken.

These issues are considered in
the SA Framework.

Relevant to all 3 plans

These issues are considered in
the SA Framework.

Relevant to all 3 plans.
New developments should
account for ground conditions
and pollution arising from
previous land use and proposals
for land remediation.

Relevant to all 3 plans.
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
The plan needs to ensure that waste related
3
development will not impact upon controlled
waters including groundwater.

SA Stage

Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework

Waste related developments are
not being allocated by these
local plans.

None.

SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework
SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework

These plans are not allocating
waste sites.

None.

Noted. Relevant information has
been added to the baseline
information.

Relevant to all 3 plans

The location of waste sites should be
accordance with the Environment Agency
document GP3 (Groundwater Protection
Principles and Practice, Nov 2012).
Reference should be made to the Anglian River
Basin Management Plan (RBMP) as this
includes information on ecological status of
water bodies, key statistics for river
catchments and information on challenges and
actions.
An update of information from Anglian Water
should be sought regarding works at the
Whilton WwTW. Whilton WwTW discharges into
the Whilton branch (ecological status of
moderate) Development must not make it
harder to achieve the objectives outlined in the
WFD and where possible contribute positively.

1

3

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

Noted.

Daventry District Settlements
and Countryside Local Plan.
Development allocations should
not prejudice the achievement
of Water Framework Directive
targets.

The SA should refer to the relevant Catchment
Abstraction Management Strategy (CAMS).
Updated CAMS were published in March 2013
and should be taken into account for future
water availability.

1

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

CAMS were included in Annex
A.

Relevant to all 3 plans.
Allocations should take account
of future water availability.

Development should not pose an unacceptable
risk to ground water from pollution (i.e.
sewage effluent, trade effluent, contaminated
surface water). New development should

3

Noted.

Relevant to all 3 plans.
Allocations for development
should not pose an

1+3
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
provide adequate protective measures to
ground water.
Objectives for sequential allocation of
3
development sites should be outlined to ensure
development is avoided in flood risk areas.
Included should also be objective considering
impacts of climate change on flood risk issues
throughout the lifetime of the development.
Although it is guidance rather than policy, The
1
Environment Agency’s Contaminated Land
Report 11 (CLR 11) ‘Model Procedures for the
Management of Land Contamination’ should be
included within Section 14: Soils, Geology and
Land use of Annex 2 West Northants Baseline
Data and Policy Review.

SA Stage

Response to representation

Sequential allocation of
development is ensured by the
NPPF.

No reference made in Chapter 16 (page 45 of
Scoping report) to the WFD objective of
preventing deterioration in all water bodies.

1

SA Stage A1:
Identifying other
relevant policies,
plans and
programmes, and
environmental
protection objectives

No reference made to the WFD objective of
preventing deterioration in all water bodies in
Table 3.1

1

SA Stage A1:
Identifying other
relevant policies,
plans and
programmes, and
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Implication for Local Plan
unacceptable risk to ground
water from pollution.
Relevant to all 3 plans.
Allocations should follow the
sequential test set out in the
NPPF.

Although this document does
not provide specific guidance
for local plan making it has
been added to the Policy update
on the basis that the Local
Plans may make reference to it.

Relevant to all 3 Plans.

The Water Framework Directive
objective to prevent further
deterioration of water quality in
inland surface waters,
transitional waters, coastal
waters and groundwater (Article
1) will be considered as a
matter of course in having
regard to the objectives of the
WFD.
Table 3.1 is an Updated Policy
Review. The review of the WFD
is contained in Annex A. All
relevant objectives of the WFD

South Northamptonshire
Settlements and Development
Management Local Plan

Relevant to all 3 plans
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question

SA Stage

Response to representation

environmental
protection objectives

will be considered in plan
making.

Implication for Local Plan

In Table 2.2 under the ‘water’ topic the first
bullet point should be re-worded to ‘prevent
the deterioration of all waterbodies.’ – The
WFD requirement for no deterioration is not
optional.

3

N/A Relates to the
potential scope of the
Local Plans.

The Water Framework Directive
objective (in Article 1) is to
prevent further deterioration of
water quality in inland surface
waters, transitional waters,
coastal waters and
groundwater. This requirement
is inherent in the requirement
to maintain the quality of
waterbodies.

Relevant to all 3 plans

New development should connect into the
public sewer

3

N/A

Noted.

Policies relating to water management must
ensure that any activity or development
assesses the implications of the proposal on
water quality, including mitigation of negative
impacts.

1

N/A

All developments must meet
the policy requirements of the
Joint Core Strategy with regard
to water quality.

Relevant to all 3 plans.
Local Plans should consider
whether allocation options will
allow for development to
connect to the public sewer
system.
Relevant to all 3 plans.
Local Plans should ensure that
policies relating to water
management ensure that any
activity or development
assesses the implications of the
proposal on water quality,
including mitigation of negative
impacts.

44

SA Report part 2

Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
Plans should not allocate sites where there is a
3
flood risk, and the SA should assess the risk of
each site. Highly vulnerable development
should not be permitted in Zone 3.

SA Stage

Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

The allocation of development
will follow the sequential test
set out in the NPPF.
This issue is considered under
SA Objective15b: Reduce risk of
flooding, for the West
Northamptonshire Gypsies,
Travellers, travelling Show
People Allocations.

West Northamptonshire
Gypsies, Travellers, travelling
Show People Allocations Local
Plan.
Allocations for permanent sites
should not be located in in flood
zone 3. The plan should not
select sites which are in flood
zone 3 as reasonable
alternatives unless it can be
demonstrated that flood risk
can be appropriately mitigated.
Relevant to all 3 plans.
In addition to the previous
requirements planning
authorities should consider how
plans will affect the quality and
capacity of infrastructure for
water supply, wastewater and
its treatment and flood risk.
Relevant to all 3 plans

PPG 25 – Development and Flood Risk should
be updated to the National Planning Policy
Framework and its Technical Guidance.
Reference to PPG 25 Practice guide should also
be made as it is the best practice guide for
development in flood risk areas.

1

SA Stage A1:
Identifying other
relevant policies,
plans and
programmes, and
environmental
protection objectives

This was done in section 3 of
the Scoping Report in Table 3.1
Updated Policy Review.

The following plans should also be referenced:
Nene Catchment Flood Management Plan
Nene and Welland CAMS (Catchment
Abstraction Management Strategy,
Environment Agency)
Anglian River Basin Management Plan
Anglian Water Asset Management Plan and
Water resource Strategy
Northamptonshire Local Flood Risk
Management Strategy

1

SA Stage A1:
Identifying other
relevant policies,
plans and
programmes, and
environmental
protection objectives

The baseline data tables do not
seek to reproduce all the data
that is included in the JCS SA
nor present a ‘state of the
environment’, instead it
provided an updated summary
of the key baseline issues.
Where relevant, these
documents will be used to
inform the SA process.
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
The latest versions of Flood Zone maps should
3
be used.

SA Stage

Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

Noted

Relevant to all 3 plans

The purpose of the Updated
Policy Review in the West
Northamptonshire DPDs
Scoping Report was to set out
where there have been changes
to the scope in environmental
baseline and relevant policy
since these were set out for the
overarching JCS. An
explanation of the status of
Annex 2 has been added to its
Introduction section.
This has been updated in Table
2.2 on the potential scope of
the plans.

Relevant to all 3 plans

English Heritage
Obsolete documents should be removed from
the Annex and updated information from Table
3.1 should be included within the Annex, as
the current format is inaccurate and confusing.

1

SA Stage A1:
Identifying other
relevant policies,
plans and
programmes, and
environmental
protection objectives

We suggest the following rewording to better
reflect the NPPF (paragraphs 132-139,152 and
157)):
‘Sensitive location of sites in order to:
Avoid harm to the significance of heritage
assets, including their setting, i.e. listed
buildings, scheduled monuments, registered
parks and gardens, registered battlefields,
conservation areas and undesignated
archaeological sites (including nationally
important remains), monuments, structures
and buildings.’
‘Appropriate development management
policies in order to ensure: That the design of

3

N/A to the SA.
Comments relate to
the potential scope of
the plans.
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Relevant to all 3 plans
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
new development respects the surrounding
built environment/ townscape and the setting
of heritage assets.’
In Table 4.1 only one entry (page 23) on to the 3
national heritage at Risk Register is mentioned
when there are in fact 12.

SA Stage

Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

This information has been
validated and has been updated
in Table 4.1.
The baseline information has
been subsequently updated
with the latest Annual
Monitoring Report data.

Daventry Settlements and
Countryside Local Plan

Under the heading ‘likely future baseline’ it
should say:
Continued decline in the condition of heritage
assets.
Increasing pressure on heritage assets from
development and agriculture.

3

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information and
Likely Future
Baseline

Reference to declines in the
condition of heritage assets in
general has been added to
Table 4.1 Baseline Data for
Daventry Settlements and
Countryside Local Plan. The
second bullet point was already
included.

Daventry Settlements and
Countryside Local Plan

On page 35/36 there are 7 not 6 PAGs. Also
the Towcester racecourse is referred to under
landscape, however, it is part of Easton Neston
registered park and garden and this needs to
be considered where development affects the
racecourse and/ or its setting.

3

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

Potential effects will be
considered in the SA under SA
Objective 2a: on historic assets.
The baseline information has
been subsequently updated
with the Annual Monitoring
Report data.
Data gaps will be highlighted
and the implications of the data
gaps to the assessment made
clear in later stages of the SA.

South Northamptonshire
Settlements and Development
Management Local Plan
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
Under the heading ‘likely future baseline’ it
3
should say:
Continued decline in the condition of heritage
assets
Increasing pressure on heritage assets from
development and agriculture

On page 48 the first column in the table should
refer to ‘Heritage assets’ and not ‘sites and
monuments’ and the second column to
‘continued pressure on heritage assets from
development.
Page 7 of the Annex needs to be updated to be
consistent with the main report i.e. there are
12 entries on the national 2012 Heritage at
Risk Register within Daventry district; 8 within
South Northamptonshire, 3 within
Northampton Borough.
Page 8 also needs to be updated to reflect the
main report. Development pressure and
management issues do not just affect
scheduled ancient monuments and
archaeology. Would it be better to say:
Continued decline in the condition of heritage
assets
Increasing pressure on heritage assets from
development and agriculture

3

3

SA Stage

Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information and
Likely Future
Baseline

Reference to declines in the
condition of heritage assets in
general has been added to
Table 5.1 Baseline Data for
South Northamptonshire
Settlements and Development
Management Local Plan. The
second bullet point was already
included.
This change to the likely future
baseline has been made to the
Baseline Data tables for each of
the plans.

South Northamptonshire
Settlements and Development
Management Local Plan

The purpose of the Updated
Scoping Report is to identify
and present the changes in the
baseline information within the
main body of the report

Relevant to all 3 plans

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information and
Likely Future
Baseline
SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information and
Relevant Plans and
Programmes

The purpose of the Updated
Scoping Report is to identify
and present the changes in the
baseline information in the main
body of the report.
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West Northamptonshire
Gypsies, Travellers and
Travelling Show People
Allocations Local Plan
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
In the Annex reference to whether or not local
3
authorities maintain a list of local heritage
assets should be mentioned. The Historic
Environment Record should also be referenced

SA Stage

Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

Noted.

Relevant to all plans

Agriculture is outside the scope
of the plans to influence, the
suggested modification to the
relevant sustainability issues for
the plans has therefore not
been made.
Noted. This has been added to
the Policy Update Review.
However, it does not represent
a significant material change in
the policy approach at national
level.

Relevant to all 3 plans

Within the second bullet point of the Annex
should be modified to; ‘scheduled and other
monuments within West Northamptonshire are
prone to decay and neglect and are threatened
by development and agriculture.’

3

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information and
Likely Future
Evolution
SA Stage A1:

The 7th bullet point should be updated to
reflect the NPPF: ‘There is a need to ensure
that proposed development does not harm the
significance of heritage assets, including their
setting, and that the character of historic
landscapes is conserved and historic landscape
features, such as ridge and furrow and ancient
woodland, are protected.’
Inclusion of ‘Heritage Counts’ maps would be
useful: http://hc.english-heritage.org.uk/HCregionalsummaries/HC-East-Midlands/

3

SA Stage A1:

3

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information and
Likely Future
Evolution

Noted

Relevant to all 3 plans

Stanford Hall, Horton Hall, and Sulgrave Manor
have not been included in Figure 3.1:
Registered parks and gardens
Terminology of SO4/SO3 [2a] could be
changed to: ‘Protect and enhance designated
and undesignated heritage assets and their

3

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information
SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA

The baseline information has
been updated

Relevant to all 3 plans

SO4 in the SA framework table
of this report is a restatement
of the agreed SA Objective used

Relevant to all 3 plans

2
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Relevant to all 3 plans
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
setting, including listed buildings, scheduled
monuments, registered parks and gardens,
registered battlefields, conservation areas and
other archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic landscapes.’

SA Stage

Response to representation

objectives and
framework

to assess the Joint Core
Strategy, and as such cannot
be altered
The equivalent SA Objective2a,
which is proposed for the
assessment of these plans has
been updated as suggested.
The suggested second appraisal
question limits the
consideration of impacts on all
forms of heritage assets, and
does not promote enhancement
of heritage assets.
Suggest: Well-designed
development that conserves
and enhances heritage assets
and their settings
A compatibility matrix was not
included in the Scoping Report
as the Local Plans are not yet at
that stage of development
where there are objectives to
assess.
The SA Framework sets out how
the Local Plans will be assessed.
This will be further developed
when the scope and content of
the Local Plans is determined in
more detail. The methodology

Appraisal questions:
Development that affects heritage assets?
Well-designed development that enhances
conservation areas and the setting of heritage
assets?

2

SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework

Has a compatibility matrix been included?

2

SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework

Could a methodology be provided for assessing
plans.

3

SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework
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Implication for Local Plan

Relevant to all 3 plans

Relevant to all 3 plans

Relevant to all 3 plans

SA Report part 2

Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question

SA Stage

Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

will be set out in the SA report
for each Local Plan.
Northampton Borough Council
Development of High Speed II is likely to have
an impact on a number of the indicators.

1

Anglian Region Catchment Management Plans
are useful sources of data and policy approach.

1

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

The Northamptonshire Surface Water
Management Plan contains evidence for critical
drainage areas, which are an important
consideration for future allocations.

1

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

SO6 [3b] should be retained as site allocation
and development management plans are likely
to have a role in the provision of local green
infrastructure.

2

SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework

SO7 [SO3b)] and SO8 [SO3d)] should be
retained: it is important that allocations at all
levels contribute to biodiversity and nature
conservation and that the integrity of assets is
not compromised by these plans. The plans
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Noted. High Speed II could be
included in cumulative effects
assessment.

South Northamptonshire
Settlements and Development
Management Local Plan

Noted. Relevant information
and issues have been added to
the baseline information (Table
5.1).
Noted. Relevant information
and issues have been added to
the baseline data table (Table
5.1).

South Northamptonshire
Settlements and Development
Management Local Plan

Noted. This objective has been
scoped back in as SO3b) as site
specific requirements could be
developed as part of the local
plan policies.
Within the proposed SA
framework for these local plans
biodiversity and nature
conservation are dealt with
distinctly from the conservation

Relevant to all 3 plans

South Northamptonshire
Settlements and Development
Management Local Plan
The critical drainage areas
identified in the
Northamptonshire Surface
Water Management Plan should
be considered in making plan
allocations.

SA Report part 2

Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
should seek to extend and enhance particular
locally specific sites. Important to note that
nature conservation sites are different to
conservation/heritage sites and therefore it is
not considered that they are dealt with under
SO4.

SO11 [5b)] should be retained as the
allocation plans should seek to implement the
policies. Therefore, testing the proposals and
policies against this objective is a key test of
the overall sustainability of the plan.

2

SA Stage

Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

of heritage assets, by a
separate SA topic and a
separate objective.
SO7 and SO8 referred to in the
response have been scoped
back into the SA framework for
all 3 plans as SO3c) and SO3d).
Additionally they have been
updated to reflect that the UK
BAP has been superseded.
SA Stage SA Stage
A4: Developing the
SA objectives and
framework
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JCS SA Objective 5b): Promote
sustainable modes of travel to
access education was scoped
out of the SA Framework
because strategic infrastructure
delivery is dealt with by the
JCS. SA Objective a): Reduce
the need to travel, facilitate
modal shift and minimise
congestion, will be applied to
site allocations during the
assessment and this will help
ensure that sites are in
sustainable locations in terms of
reducing travel by private car.
Allocations will be subject to
JCS Policy S10 Sustainable
Development Principles which
requires that development ‘be
located where services and
facilities can be easily accessed

Relevant to all 3plans

SA Report part 2

Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question

SA Stage

Response to representation

SO12 [6a)] should be retained as Fuel
poverty/thermal performance of caravans is an
issue for Gypsy and traveller families.
Furthermore, there is an opportunity to ensure
that district or sustainable energy systems can
be delivered as part of permanent sites.

2

SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework

SO15 [] should be retained: Specific
development management policies may deal
with more site specific local renewable energy
projects (e.g. district heating) or specific
development management policies.

2

SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework
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by walking, cycling or public
transport;’
The primary purpose of the plan
is to allocate sites. It may
however include policies on
design standards and as such
the energy efficiency of
caravans could be a relevant
issue. This objective has
therefore been scoped back in
for the West Northamptonshire
Gypsies, Travellers and
Travelling Show People
Allocations Plan as SO6a):
‘Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to
long term climate change’
This SA objective was scoped
out because the JCS deals with
renewable energy provision in
Policy S10: Sustainable
Development Principles which
requires developments to:
‘generate a minimum of 10% of
its energy needs from
decentralised and renewable or
low carbon sources; It is
acknowledged that the Local
Plans may include site specific
projects or specific development

Implication for Local Plan

Relevant to West
Northamptonshire Gypsy and
Traveller and Travelling
Showpeople Allocations Local
Plan

Relevant to all 3 plans
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question

SA Stage

Response to representation

SO22 [12a)]: query if this objective should be
scoped out. Plans are likely to help provide
housing in rural areas that could benefit from
the allocation for affordable housing and other
housing types, in addition to services that
could help reduce spatial inequalities within
individual districts. With regard to Gypsy and
Travellers, the allocations plans should help to
provide sites that are in close proximity to
services (such as education) and social
opportunities.

2

SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework

SO28 [15b)] should be retained: opportunities
to reduce the risk of flooding should be taken
into account throughout all the plans. This
relates to both fluvial and surface water
flooding. Many of the measures identified
within the JCS relate to site specific measures
and these will need to be reflected and
measured within the SA process.

2

SA Stage A4:
Developing the SA
objectives and
framework
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management policies and
therefore this objective has
been scoped in.
Good access to local services is
covered in 11a) for the
Daventry District Settlement
and Countryside Local Plan, and
for the South Northamptonshire
Settlements and Development
Management Local Plan, and by
11a) for the West
Northamptonshire Gypsies,
Travellers and Travelling Show
People Allocations Local Plan. It
is however recognised that the
Local Plans could allocate sites
which will help reduce spatial
inequalities. This objective has
therefore been scoped back in.
All allocations will be subject to
JCS Policy BN7 - Flood Risk.
All Gypsy and Traveller and
Travelling Show People sites
allocation proposals will be
subject to JCS Policy H7: which
requires that the:
(iii) the site will provide an
acceptable standard of amenity
for the proposed residents.
Sites which are exposed to high
levels of flood risk and noise

Implication for Local Plan

Relevant to all 3 plans

Relevant to all 3 plans.

SA Report part 2

Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question

SA Stage

Response to representation
and air pollution are not
acceptable.
Noted. All SPDs should be
interpreted in the light of the
latest national planning policy.
This issue will be picked up with
the cumulative effects
assessment for each of the
Local Plans.

Implication for Local Plan

Within Table 3.1 advice contained in the SPDs
accord with the most recent policy outlined
within the NPPF and other national guidance.
Within the scoping report the NRDA should be
referenced as part of the scoping report as it
may contribute to the cumulative impacts of
some policy approaches.

3

Query- is the data relating to car and van
ownership correct- are the figures quoted “no
access…”?

3

Energy and Climatic Factors- Implication for
the plan requires that Energy Efficiency
measures should be promoted with low carbon
technologies. Is this for the allocations plan to
strengthen, or is additional guidance required?
Health and Wellbeing- Implications for the plan
should inform village/settlement hierarchy for
allocations.

3

3

This consideration has been
added to the implications for
the Daventry Settlements and
Countryside Local Plan.

Daventry Settlements and
Countryside Local Plan

Labour Market and Economy: the plan could
also consider greater match/opportunities for
self-sufficiency/ long term sustainability in
relation to population size and local
employment provision.

3

This consideration has been
added to the implications for
the Daventry Settlements and
Countryside Local Plan.

Daventry Settlements and
Countryside Local Plan

3

These figures have
subsequently been
validated/updated following the
publication of the 2012/13 West
Northamptonshire Annual
Monitoring Report.
This is a matter of scope for the
Local Plan.
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Relevant to all 3 plans

Daventry Settlements and
Countryside Local Plan
South Northamptonshire
Settlements and Development
Management Local Plan
Daventry Settlements and
Countryside Local Plan

Daventry Settlements and
Countryside Local Plan

SA Report part 2

Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
Material Assets - Plan should actively show
3
that a supply of sites exists to meet the
housing trajectory set out in the JCS can be
delivered, including plan B sites to ensure
sufficient flexibility to meet housing
requirements. This is particularly important
given current issues with 5 year land supply
and historic under performance of delivery.
Likely future baseline (with no intervention)
should also reflect that housing likely to come
forward in unsuitable (relative) locations and
not meet other criteria.

Water: Query re: implications of the plan
regarding what the settlement plan will add
over and above the JCS. Unless it is expecting
to look at specifics and allocate based on areas
most likely to be able to implement sustainable
drainage? Will plan identify sites for strategic
storage?

3

Health and Wellbeing - the plan could take the
opportunity to promote development and
design of development to encourage utilitarian

3

SA Stage

Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

This is a matter of scope of the
Local Plans. The meeting of
housing needs would be
considered under SA Objective
10a): To ensure that the
housing stock meets the
housing needs of the local
people.
Likely future baseline (with no
intervention) should also reflect
that housing likely to come
forward in unsuitable (relative)
locations and not meet other
criteria. This has been added to
the likely evolution without the
plan, with the caveat that the
JCS would still apply to
development proposals and this
would help to increase the
relative sustainability of sites
brought forward.
This is a matter of scope of the
Local Plans.

Daventry Settlements and
Countryside Local Plan

This is covered in SA
Objective1a: Reduce the need
to travel, facilitate modal shift

South Northamptonshire
Settlements and Development
Management Local Plan

N/A
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Daventry Settlements and
Countryside Local Plan
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Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
exercise (i.e. walking and cycling for travel)
and access to the countryside to increase
activity among adults.

SA Stage

Response to representation

Noise Impacts- are the noise impacts resulting
from providing pitches real or perceived? It
would be helpful to provide evidence for the
statement given the sensitivities around
providing sites.

3

Table 6.1 Baseline
Information

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage: Need to
ensure sites don’t compromise the integrity of
the asset. With regard to culture, it is
surprising that no reference is made to the
ability of travelling communities to exercise
their cultural beliefs/ way of life- the provision
of sites is intended to assist this. Evidence
suggests that if we do not provide sites, that
there could be additional unauthorised
encampments- these could have adverse
impacts on various indicators.
Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna: Plan should seek
to direct development away from areas that
could harm the integrity of the assets.

3

Table 6.1 Baseline
Information

3

Table 6.1 Baseline
Information

57

and minimise congestion, as
well as within 11a: Ensure good
access to services, which will
ensure that access is not reliant
on the private car which can
exclude people from services.
Noise from pitches has been
identified as a potential issue
that will need to be addressed
on an individual site basis.
Whether it is real or perceived it
has an impact on the
relationship between traveller
and settled communities.
The need to protect and
enhance historic assets is
included within the SA
Framework under SA Objective
2a.
Information on the likely
evolution without the plan has
been added to Table 6.1.

This has been added to the
scope of the plans in Table 2.2
as it reflects the Biodiversity
duty in section 40 of the

Implication for Local Plan

West Northamptonshire
Gypsies, Travellers and
Travelling Show People
Allocations Local Plan

West Northamptonshire
Gypsies, Travellers and
Travelling Show People
Allocations Local Plan

West Northamptonshire
Gypsies, Travellers and
Travelling Show People
Allocations Local Plan

SA Report part 2

Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question

SA Stage

Response to representation
Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006
Noted

Crime and Community Safety: Baseline
(according to Needs studies) show that there is
a likelihood that further unauthorised
temporary camps could occur. There is also
evidence to demonstrate that the Travelling
Community experience hate crime and
discrimination; this should be reflected within
the issues/data. The implications for the plan
should include a range of smaller sites to allow
family groups live together; they are also more
likely to integrate with the settled community.

3

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

Energy and Climatic Factors: provision for
district heating systems could be included
within the plan, for example, to provide
electricity. Sites should be selected that are
resilient to the impacts of climate change- for
example, steered away from areas at risk of
flooding (surface water).

3

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

Noted. What is to be included in
the plan is a matter for the
plan-maker to decide. The
allocation of sites will be subject
to the sequential test in the
NPPF with regards to flood risk

Health and Wellbeing- Issue of existing sites
being located close to antisocial uses (e.g.
sewerage work) which could have an adverse
impact on mental health and well-being; sites
are also significantly constrained (overcrowded). There is a likelihood that living
conditions and health are likely to continue to
decline and, therefore, key implication for the

3

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

Information on the likely
evolution without the plan has
been added to the Scoping
Report.
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Implication for Local Plan

West Northamptonshire
Gypsies, Travellers and
Travelling Show People
Allocations Local Plan
The local plan should consider
the allocation of smaller sites to
cater for the accommodation
needs of family groups

West Northamptonshire
Gypsies, Travellers and
Travelling Show People
Allocations Local Plan
The Local Plan should allocated
sites based on the sequential
test in the NPPF, and the
exception test identified in the
Joint Core Strategy
West Northamptonshire
Gypsies, Travellers and
Travelling Show People
Allocations Local Plan
The local plan should allocate
sites away from areas which
could have adverse impacts on

SA Report part 2

Summary of Consultation on the SA Scoping Report
Summary of Representation
SA
Question
plan will be to ensure that sites are selected
and allocated away from uses that could
impact on human health and mental wellbeing.
Landscape and Townscape: Issues for the plan
3
should include design quality in terms of
proportion of hard and soft landscaping and
screening, etc.

SA Stage

Response to representation

Implication for Local Plan
the mental health and wellbeing of residents

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

Noted. The scope of the Local
Plan in terms of design
guidance is yet to be
determined. The Local Plan is
primarily an allocations plan.
This objected has been scoped
in.

West Northamptonshire
Gypsies, Travellers and
Travelling Show People
Allocations Local Plan

Population: the implications for the plan
appear to go above and beyond other topic
areas and identify a number of issues that will
need to be addressed (such as number of
pitches).

3

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

Noted.

West Northamptonshire
Gypsies, Travellers and
Travelling Show People
Allocations Local Plan

Social Deprivation: the topic should also look
at rates of unemployment, educational
attainment, health and life expectancy as
measures of social deprivation. There is a
likelihood that, without the plan, measure of
deprivation will continue to rise. Not sure how
the implications of the plan reflect the current
social deprivation measures.

3

SA Stage A2:
Collecting baseline
information

The table does not seek to
reproduce all the data that was
included in the JCS SA, instead
it provided an updated
summary of the key baseline
issues. The Topic Paper on
Social Deprivation produced for
the JCS address these issues.
The Local Plan does not allocate
employment land, however, it
may allocate some sites as
mixed use.

West Northamptonshire
Gypsies, Travellers and
Travelling Show People
Allocations Local Plan
The Local Plan should consider
allocating some sites as mixed
use

None.

None.

Aylesbury Vale District Council
No issues or objections raised.
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Appendix B: Policy and Sustainability Issues Review for the JCS
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS A COPY OF THAT ISSUED IN 2011 FOR THE WNJCS SA REPORT.
This Appendix B is a reissue of the ‘West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal Report: Appendix A: Baseline Data and Policy Review –
February 2011’. The document referenced above was an update of baseline data key issues and policy review for the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
(JCS). This updated the original data collected in 2006 which was presented in Topic Paper format to accompany the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report to the
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS). The original JCS Scoping Report and accompanying Topic Papers can be accessed here:
http://www.westnorthamptonshirejpu.org/
Unless otherwise stated below, the data is sourced from the Topic Papers, where full references are provided.
Air Quality and Noise
The key policy framework for air quality and noise is shown below.
Air quality and noise policy context
Policy

Details of relevance to the plan and SA

Key International Policy

Introduces new air quality standards which must be met including for sulphur
dioxide, particulate matter, nitrogen dioxide etc.

• Directive 1996/62/EC on ambient air quality and management (European

Commission, 1996)

Sets guideline values for outdoor noise levels at night (30 dB LAeq) and during the
day (50 dB LAeq).

• World Health Organisation Guideline Values (WHO, 2006)
• Directive 2008/50/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21

May 2008 on ambient air quality and cleaner air for Europe
Key National Policy
• The Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Working Together for Clean Air (DETR, 2000)
• PPG 13 - Transport (ODPM, 2001)
• PPG 24 - Planning and Noise (ODPM, 1994)

Outlines the UK government’s strategy for reaching the air quality objectives set by
the Air Quality Framework Directive and how these issues will be dealt with
through the land use planning system including principles such as the
precautionary principle, the consideration of pollution as a material consideration,
the inclusion of pollution criteria within development plans and locational
considerations for noisy and noise sensitive developments.
The Air Quality Strategy 2007 is an update of the 2000 strategy and sets
objectives for eight main air pollutants to protect health. This latest strategy does
not remove any of the objectives set out in the previous strategy or its addendum,
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Air quality and noise policy context
• PPS23: Planning and Pollution Control (ODPM, 2004) The Air Quality

apart from replacing the provisional 2010 PM10 objective in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland with the exposure reduction approach (the focus here is
improving the level in the country as a whole not just in localised hotspots).

Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland – Working
together for Clean Air (DEFRA, 2000)
• The Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

(Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 2007)
• Air Quality and Climate Change: A UK perspective (Department for

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 2007)
Key Local / Regional Policy
• East Midlands Regional Plan (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2009)
• Regional Environmental Strategy (East Midlands Regional Assembly, August

2002)
• Regional Economic Strategy 2006-2020 (East Midlands Development

Agency, July 2006)
• East Midlands Regional Plan. Section 4.1 Milton Keynes - South Midlands

Sub-Regional Strategy (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2009)
• East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy (East Midlands Regional

Assembly, 2005)
• Sustainable Communities Plan, East Midlands (Government Office for the

East Midlands, 2003)
• East Midlands Urban Action Plan 2005-2011 (East Midlands Development

Agency, 2005)
• Northamptonshire County Structure Plan 1996-2016 (Northamptonshire

County Council, 2002)
• Local Transport Plan for Northamptonshire 2001-2006 (Northamptonshire

County Council, 2001) and Local Transport Plan 2 for Northamptonshire
2006-2011 (Northamptonshire County Council, 2006)
• Northampton Multi-Modal Study (Northamptonshire County Council,

Northampton Borough Council, English Partnerships, Arup, Strategic Rail
Authority, 2003)
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Regional and local policy focuses on ensuring that new development does not
exacerbate air quality problems in potential and existing AQMAs, working towards
reducing the number of AQMAs, locating development in areas where public
transport accessibility is high and identifying real alternatives to car use.
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The key issues identified for air quality and noise in West Northamptonshire are:
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

The main source of pollution in West Northamptonshire is from road transport. The M1 particularly is causing elevated nitrogen dioxide levels. Transport and air
quality monitoring statistics show there are several other areas/road stretches where the Annual Average Daily Traffic Flow exceeds the LAQM guidance of 10,000
vehicles.
The centre of Towcester is experiencing problems with air quality due to large amounts of traffic using the A5 in a built up area, causing a canyon effect. Nitrogen
dioxide levels are monitored in this location. In 2007 the annual average nitrogen dioxide concentration (real time analyzer at Towcester Town Hall) was slightly
reduced (37.16 µg/m3) compared to 2006 data (37.4 µg/m3).
There are 11 AQMA in Northampton Borough as a result of high nitrogen dioxide levels (above the air quality objective). These tend to be where there is housing
close to a busy road network/junction. There is also one street canyon within one of the AQMA.
The majority of people West Northamptonshire work within their district of residence. South Northamptonshire has the highest percentage of residents that work
outside the county, 32% compared to 8.9% for Daventry District and 10.8% for Northampton Borough.
Northamptonshire is an important location for distribution centres; 8% of the jobs in the county are in the distribution sector. However, the volume of road freight
using minor roads is causing concern in some areas in the County.
According to the Environmental Health team at South Northamptonshire Council, there is a district-wide problem with odours from the spreading of manure and
biosolids on the fields in the late summer / early autumn for residents in the vicinity of the farms.
Expansion of the East Midlands’ airport could lead to increased noise levels in the region from increased air traffic.
The race tracks at Silverstone and Northampton International Raceway (NIR) generate a considerable number of noise complaints, particularly when a 24 hour race
event is held. Neither venue has any restrictions regarding the noise levels or hours of use. In South Northamptonshire, noise complaints also arise in connection
with motorsport at Turweston and with small scale motor cross sites around the district. Within South Northamptonshire, numbers of noise complaints have
decreased over the last 2 years although the EHO have linked this to poor summer weather when the use of private gardens is reduced and windows are more
likely to be shut.

Data gaps:
•
•
•

•

The number of people using a private car for Daventry District and Northampton Borough.
The number of people working from home at the district/borough level.
Information about the noise baseline within Northampton Borough. In 2006, noise had been raised as an issue in Northampton Borough, with the number of
complaints increasing; however, there were no particular problem areas that had been identified. The majority of complaints at that time related to traffic and
neighbourhood noise.
There are known to be a number of areas in Northamptonshire where road freight is causing problems, however, these areas are not specified in the LTP2, so their
location is unknown.
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According to the available trend data, the likely evolution of these issues without the plan are likely to include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

An
An
An
An
An
An
An

increase
increase
increase
increase
increase
increase
increase

in
in
in
in
in
in
in

traffic on roads in Northamptonshire above the national average growth rate;
nitrogen dioxide levels due to growth area status and growth in road traffic;
air passenger numbers, with associated air and noise implications;
the proportion of people using private transport and a decrease in the proportion using public transport and bicycles;
the number of people working from home;
traffic flows on roads and in the percentage of HGVs; and
noise complaints.

The plan needs to take into account the effect that new development can have on air pollution and traffic levels. For example, the plan needs to look at planning new
residential development within a reasonable travel time of a GP, hospital, primary and secondary school, employment and a major health centre using public transport.
Northamptonshire is an important location for distribution centres. However, the volume of road freight using minor roads is causing concern in some areas in the
County. There are known to be a number of areas in Northamptonshire where road freight is causing problems (these areas are not specified in the Northamptonshire
Local Transport Plan). Therefore, the plan will need ensure distribution centres are located close to main roads, avoiding the need for them to use minor roads.
The plan needs to balance the needs of denser housing development (driven by Government targets), with the potential for unacceptable noise levels for people living
in high density developments. In areas where high density housing is planned, the layout should be designed to minimise noise impacts and houses should be
insulated from noise. Consideration should be given to the siting of development in proximity to either Silverstone or NIR racetracks, particularly in relation to the
sound insulation required to minimise the potential impact from noise on the residents.
Archaeology and Cultural Heritage
The key policy framework for archaeology and cultural heritage is shown below.
Archaeology and cultural heritage policy context
Policy

Details of relevance to the plan and SA

Key International Policy

Protection of cultural heritage is a key environmental objective for promoting
sustainable development set out in the European Spatial Development
Perspective.The Convention contains provisions for the identification and protection
of archaeological heritage, its integrated conservation, the control of excavations,
the use of metal detectors and the prevention of illicit circulation of archaeological
objects, and the dissemination of information.

• Convention on the Protection of Archaeological Heritage (Revised) (Valetta

Convention) (United Nations, 2000)
• European Spatial Development Perspective (European Commission, 1996)
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Archaeology and cultural heritage policy context
Sets out the principles of protection and enhancement of cultural heritage in
planning policy. Archaeological remains especially are a finite and non renewable
resource that should be preserved for our own and future generations.

Key National Policy
• PPG 15 Planning and the Historic Environment (ODPM, 1994)
• PPG 16 Archaeology and Planning (ODPM, 1990)
• Environmental Quality in Spatial Planning (English Nature, Environment

Local Authorities should be more ambitious in their conservation and enhancement
initiatives and work positively with the relevant agencies. Distinctive and
innovative design is not incompatible with traditional developments.

Agency, Countryside Agency and English Heritage, 2005)
• The Historic Environment: A Force for Our Future (Department for Culture,

Media and Sport, 2001)

English Heritage has a policy to remove barriers to access of heritage sites in all
forms.

• Protecting our historic environment: making the system work better

(Department for Culture, Media and Sport, 2003)
• Sustainable Communities: Building for the Future (ODPM, 2003)
• English Heritage Properties Access for All Policy (English Heritage, 2008)

Local policy reflects national strategy – the rich diversity of natural, cultural, built
environmental and archaeological assets should be protected, enhanced and
managed. Better opportunities should be provided for people to value and enjoy
these heritage assets. Specifically to planning this means ensuring more
development and regeneration projects include cultural diversity as their
cornerstone and ensuring good design concepts are present in physical
development and public open spaces in order to increase access to historical and
cultural assets.

Key Local / Regional Policy
• Regional Cultural Strategy (Culture East Midlands, 2006)
• East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy (East Midlands Regional

Assembly, 2005)
• Sustainable Communities Plan, East Midlands (Government Office for the

East Midlands, 2003)
• East Midlands Regional Plan (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2009)
• Northamptonshire Sub-Regional Economic Strategy (Northamptonshire

County Council, 2006)
• East Midlands Urban Action Plan 2005-2011 (East Midlands Development

Agency, 2005)
• Northamptonshire County Structure Plan 1996-2016 (Northamptonshire

County Council, 2002)
• Northampton Local Plan 1993-2006 (Northampton Borough Council, 1997)
• A Sustainable Community Strategy for Northampton 2008-2011

(Northampton Local Strategic Partnership, 2008)
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Archaeology and cultural heritage policy context
• Northampton Town Centre Commission Action Plan Draft Plan (Northampton

Town Centre Commission, 2006)
• (Interim) Cultural Strategy 2008 – 2013 (Northampton Borough Council,

2008)
• South Northamptonshire Cultural Strategy (South Northamptonshire

Council, 2003)
• Daventry District Local Plan, 1997 – 2006 (Daventry District Council, 1997)
• South Northamptonshire Local Plan, 1988 – 2006 (South Northamptonshire

Council, 1997)
The key issues identified for archaeology and cultural heritage in West Northamptonshire are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In February 2009, there are 4 buildings on the English Heritage buildings at risk register in South Northamptonshire District; 5 in Daventry District; and 3 within
Northampton District; and
Monuments within West Northamptonshire are prone to decay and neglect and are threatened by development.
Good design needs to reflect local character and distinctiveness.
Most monuments do not have detailed on-site interpretation.
Registered parks and gardens are under increasing threat from urban areas.
Development and other pressures have been causing loss of undesignated archaeology;
There is a need to take account of the impact of development the setting of historic assets and on other undesignated sites and areas, including areas of historic
landscape;
Opportunities should be taken for better management and enhancement of the historic town centres, including the repair and restoration of buildings and
improvements to the public realm; and
Opportunities should be taken for conservation-led regeneration/ heritage tourism, e.g. Northampton Boot and Shoe quarter.

Data gaps:
•
•

Funding requirements for the management and restoration of heritage assets within Northamptonshire;
The condition and management needs of the majority of Conservation Areas within the Northampton Borough. There is no data available for the Districts of
Daventry and South Northamptonshire;
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•
•
•

Value and condition of Areas of Acknowledged Archaeological Value and archaeological baseline;
Changes over time to the number and condition of local resources; and
Local development pressures resulting in damage, decay or loss of monuments.

According to the available trend data, the likely evolution of these issues without the plan are likely to include:
•
•

The continued decline in the condition of scheduled monuments; and
Increasing pressure on the monuments from development and agriculture.

The plan will need to take into account the ability of the environment or heritage to accommodate development and steer it towards less sensitive areas. All historic
assets are by their nature, finite. It will need to ensure new development is well related to the natural environment and characteristic scale, form, materials and
detailing of the settlement. The plan will need to indicate that development proposals will not be permitted where there would be an adverse affect on listed buildings,
scheduled ancient monuments, historic parks and gardens, and historic battlefields, and that the appearance and settings of Conservation Areas are preserved and
enhanced. The plan will also need to seek to promote the enhancement of the archaeological resource, physical access to sites and access to interpretation
information. In addition, the plan will also need to seek the enhancement of other aspects of heritage, such as, parks and open spaces and areas with a particular
historical or cultural association. It will also need to encourage the proper evaluation of architectural and historical significance of a site in support of development
proposals.
Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna
The key policy framework for biodiversity, flora and fauna is shown below.
Biodiversity, flora and fauna policy context
Policy

Details of relevance to the plan and SA

Key International Policy

International policy requires member states to take necessary measures to
maintain / restore habitats and species’ populations, maintain SPAs and SACs at
favourable status and develop national biodiversity strategies.

• The EC Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds 79/409/EEC 1979

(European Commission, 1979)
• EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats of Wild Fauna and

Flora 92/43/EEC 1992 (European Commission, 1992)
Allows for notification of valued habitats through SSSIs, requires public bodies to
have regard to conservation in all functions and embed biodiversity in all public

Key National Policy
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Biodiversity, flora and fauna policy context
• Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)
• The Conservation (Habitats, & c.) Regulations, 1994 (‘Habitats Regulations’)

policy, lists habitats and species of principal importance and requires proactive
enhancement through planning.

• Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW)
• Working within the Grain of Nature (Defra, 2002)
• PPS9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation (ODPM, 2005)
• Natural Environment and Communities Act (2006)
• UK Biodiversity Action Plan (Defra, 2005)
• Sustainable Communities: Building for the Future (ODPM, 2003)
• National Housing Policies Summary
• Securing the Future: UK Sustainable Development Strategy (Defra, 2005)

Key Local / Regional Policy
• East Midlands Regional Plan (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2009)
• Regional Environmental Strategy (East Midlands Regional Assembly, August

2002)
• Putting Wildlife Back on the Map: The East Midlands Biodiversity Strategy

(East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2006)

Aims to halt and reverse the decline in the status of species and habitats listed.
Includes a number of habitat targets related to rivers and wetlands, trees and
woodlands and towns and villages. Key actions include restoring river floodplains
to create new areas of wetland, preserving existing mature landscape features,
encouraging the provision of Local Nature Reserves, integration of nature
conservation objectives into the design of new developments and encouraging the
imaginative use of trees in landscaping schemes.

• East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy (East Midlands Regional

Assembly, 2005)
• Northamptonshire County Structure Plan 1996-2016 (Northamptonshire

County Council, 2002)
• Northamptonshire Species Action Plans (Northamptonshire County Council,

various dates)
• Northamptonshire Habitat Action Plans (Northamptonshire County Council,

various dates)

The key issues identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna in West Northamptonshire are:
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•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits pSPA could be affected by any activity that may affect the hydrology, water quality, land management and intensity of site use
as a recreational area. Any implications for water use that might affect Rutland Water SPA and Ramsar site also need to be considered. The Appropriate
Assessment (AA) of the Emergent Strategy considers potential effects of the Emergent Strategy on these sites. The (AA) is reported separately to the SA and will
be available alongside the SA Report and the Emergent Strategy on the West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit website (see Section 1 Introduction of this
appendix). The results of the AA of the Emergent Strategy are summarised in the main body of the SA Report in Section XX.
The East Midlands has the lowest proportion of land designated as SSSIs in England. Whilst Northampton Borough has only one SSSI, Daventry District has the
lowest land area covered by SSSIs in comparison with the Northampton Borough and South Northamptonshire District.
There is one SSSI in Northampton Borough (Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits) which is in ‘favourable’ condition.
Within Daventry District there are 13 SSSI of which 5 are in a ‘favourable’ condition, 2 and in an ‘unfavourable no change’ condition and 6 are in an ‘unfavourable
recovering’ condition.
Within South Northamptonshire District there are 46 SSSI, of which14 are in ‘favourable’ condition, 1 is in an ‘unfavourable declining’ condition, 7 are in an
‘unfavourable no change’ condition and 24 are in an ‘unfavourable recovering’ condition.
SSSIs in ‘unfavourable’ condition are due to inappropriate management.
There is only one National Nature Reserve in the study area, Buckingham Thick Copse found in South Northamptonshire District.
Northampton Borough has the greatest number and area of Local Nature Reserves within the three districts/boroughs, covering a total area of 139 ha.
The majority of semi-natural habitats have declined significantly in Northamptonshire as a whole. Monitoring effort in Northamptonshire has not been sufficient to
determine recent trends and therefore a precautionary approach must be taken to development.
Trend data of SSSIs in favourable condition at the county and district/borough level.
The condition of LNRs and CWS in each district/borough.
The area of the LNR in Daventry District (Crowfields Common).
The lack of specific monitoring in Northamptonshire has made it difficult to fully establish trends in habitats or species.
The Wildlife Trust believes that a complete county-wide County Wildlife Site re-survey programme is needed to guide the LDF process.
The Biodiversity Reporting Action System (BARS) produced by English Nature will be used for BAP monitoring http://www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk and will become
an important data source in the future. However, data within the system related to Northamptonshire is currently limited.

According to the available trend data, the likely evolution of these issues without the plan are likely to include:
• A continued decline in the majority of semi-natural habitats due to changes in management practices;
• A continued lack of monitoring information;
• A continued significant decline in biodiversity;
• A continued loss of scarce plant species;
• A continued increase in the amount of habitat fragmentation.
The plan will need to incorporate an ecosystem approach to planning which considers biodiversity as a whole, not just the ‘islands’ of designated sites that are
scattered across the plan area. Networks of green infrastructure will provide an important mechanism to support improving connectivity of habitats. It is also
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important to plan for enhancement of biodiversity rather than just reducing negative effects and the value of habitats not designated and habitat networks needs
consideration and protection. Guidance on integrating biodiversity into LDFs by the Association of Local Government Ecologists (ALGE, 2005) makes recommendations
in relation to core strategies. It recommends that the LDF should:
•
•
•
•

Present a spatial vision and strategic objectives with an accompanying core policy for the conservation, restoration and enhancement of important BAP habitats and
species;
Include a locational policy that proposes an improvement in the quality and extent of natural habitats, the physical processes on which they depend and the
population of naturally occurring species they support;
Include a policy on the way that the distribution of nationally or regionally significant species and habitats may alter with climate change and its effects on
biodiversity and designated sites; and
Include a key diagram with an interpretation of the spatial location of important biodiversity resources and also proposed areas for biodiversity enhancement and
how the LDF proposes to accommodate possible changes in biodiversity arising from climate change.

Green Infrastructure Studies have recently been prepared for Northampton, Towcester and Brackley 4 which will inform the LDF and provide valuable baseline data for
use in the SA.
The plan will also need to take account of the findings of the JCS Appropriate Assessment (see below).
3F

Appropriate Assessment
Within the West Northamptonshire area, there is just one Internationally designated site: the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits pSPA and Ramsar site, currently under
consultation regarding its designation. The site stretches discontinuously from Northampton to Thrapston (in East Northamptonshire), and has been chosen as a Natura
2000 site on strength of its assemblage of waterbirds using the site during winter, with nationally important numbers of two Annex I species, and the population of
Gadwall Anas strepera, which exceeds the 1% limit for the biogeographical population that is set in article 4.2 of the Birds Directive (79/409/EEC).
The Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits pSPA could be affected by any activity that may affect the hydrology, water quality, land management and intensity of site use as a
recreational area. Key issues for maintaining the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits pSPA and Ramsar Site therefore relate largely to:
•

Maintaining an adequate water supply;

4

Northampton Landscape Sensitivity and Green Infrastructure Study (River Nene Regional Park CIC, February 2009) Final Report, Towcester Landscape Sensitivity and Green Infrastructure
Study (West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit, Internal Draft January 2009), Brackley Landscape Sensitivity and Green Infrastructure Study (West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit,
Internal Draft January 2009).
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•
•

Ensuring appropriate water quality; and
Managing disturbance.

Mechanisms for ensuring maintenance of suitable conditions might include establishment of buffer zones for noise and disturbance; regulation of any visitor numbers
and monitoring of water quality.
There are several Natura 2000 sites in surrounding counties. Internationally designated sites outside the Northampton/ plan area are probably sufficiently distant to
escape most adverse impacts arising from plans, policies or programmes within the Northampton area, with the most likely impacts coming from increased recreational
pressure on sites close to increasing population centres, potential for increased air pollution and pressure on water resources in population growth centres.
The primary water sources for West Northamptonshire are Pitsford, Grafham and Wing reservoirs. Rutland Water is the primary water source for this region helping
feed demand coming forward from the Wing Water Treatment Works. Rutland will be directly affected by increased water demands as a result of planned
development.
Rutland has dual designation as an SPA and a Ramsar site, both of which listings are for the outstanding congregations of wintering waterfowl present on site. Any
implications for water use that might affect Rutland Water need to be considered.
A Habitats Regulations Assessment screening exercise was undertaken at the Issues and Options stage to consider the potential for adverse effects to occur on
European sites as a result of the Joint Core Strategy. The Screening exercise concluded that a number of the options considered in the Issues and Options Report could
result in adverse effects on Rutland Water SPA and Ramsar site and Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits pSPA and Ramsar site and therefore an Appropriate Assessment
(AA) is required of the Joint Core Strategy.
An AA has been undertaken of the Emergent Joint Core Strategy and the Pre-Submission Joint Core Strategy. The results of these AAs are presented in separate
reports and are available alongside the SA Reports on the West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit website (see Section 1 Introduction of this appendix).

Crime and Community Safety
The key policy framework for crime is shown below.

Crime and community safety policy context
Policy

Details of relevance to the plan and SA
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Crime and community safety policy context
Key International Policy

N/A

No International Policy Framework.
These policy documents set out government policy on crime and community safety.
They stress the importance of closer collaboration of different agencies (including
LPAs), the links between crime and the environment and crime and deprivation. A
stronger focus on more serious violence, counter-terrorism and young people are
some of the priorities covered in the revised National Community Safety Plan.

Key National Policy
•

National Community Safety Plan 2008-2011 (Home Office, 200)

•

DoE Circular 5/94: Planning out Crime (DoE, 1994)

•

A New Commitment to Neighbourhood Renewal – National Strategy Action
Plan (Social Exclusion Unit, 2001)

•

Planning Policy Statement 1 and the companion guide “Safer Places”
All three of the community strategy’s see crime, fear of crime, anti social behaviour
and community safety as key local issues. Efforts are also focused on reducing risk
factors with action such as neighbourhood renewal in disadvantaged neighbourhoods
and providing more opportunities for young people to engage in positive diversionary
behaviour. The SPG details ways that crime should be designed out when planning
new developments.

Key Local / Regional Policy
•

East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy (East Midlands Regional
Assembly, 2005)

•

Northamptonshire Local Area Agreement (Northamptonshire County Council
and partners, 2006)

•

A Sustainable Community Strategy for Northampton 2008-2011 (Northampton
Local Strategic Partnership, 2008)

•

Daventry Community Strategy (Daventry District Council, 2006)

•

(Interim) Cultural Strategy 2008 – 2013 (Northampton Borough Council, 2008)

•

South Northamptonshire Community Strategy (South Northamptonshire
Council, 2004)

•

Northampton Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy (Northampton Borough Council,
2006)

•

“Planning Out Crime” SPG for Northamptonshire

The key issues identified for crime in West Northamptonshire are:
•

A concentration of recorded crime in Northampton which is likely linked to the more urban nature of the borough and higher levels of deprivation. However, there is
a downward trend between 2001 and 2009 in certain recorded crimes in Northampton, particularly in vehicle crime and some types of burglary. There has been a

71

SA Report part 2

•
•
•

general upward trend in violent crimes although violent offences dropped in 2008/9 across West Northamptonshire. (ONS Neighbourhood Statistics and
Northamptonshire Police)
There are relatively low crime densities in South Northamptonshire and Daventry particularly. There is a downward trend in Daventry in vehicle crime. However,
there has been an upward trend in violent crimes since 2001. (ONS Neighbourhood Statistics)
There has been a slight overall rise in crime in South Northamptonshire, though from a very low base, with a particular growth in violence against the person,
criminal damage and burglary. (ONS Neighbourhood Statistics)
Key crime types in terms of recorded offences are criminal damage, burglary, theft and violence against the person.

Data gaps: none identified.
According to the available trend data, the likely evolution of these issues without the plan are likely to include:
•
•
•

The potential for an increase in violent crimes in all three areas;
The potential for a continued downward trend in vehicle crime; and.
The potential for a continued overall rise in crime in South Northamptonshire, though from a very low base, with a particular growth in criminal damage.

The plan will need to take into account the effect that new development can have on crime particularly with relation to the design of new development to minimise
opportunities for crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour. The plan should also seek to ensure that appropriate provision is made for young people in all
communities and that appropriate diversionary facilities/activities are promoted wherever possible.

Education and Training
The key policy framework for education and training is shown below.
Education and training policy context
Policy

Details of relevance to the plan and SA

Key International Policy

N/A

No International Policy Framework.
Includes targets for 16-18 year olds and adults in terms of gaining access to skills
and education and to increase the number of economically active adults.

Key National Policy

72

SA Report part 2

Education and training policy context
• A New Commitment to Neighbourhood Renewal – National Strategy Action

Plan (Social Exclusion Unit, 2001)
• Priorities for Success – Funding for Learning and Skills 2006-2008 (Learning

and Skills Council, 2005)
Priority sectors in the region are construction, health and social care, engineering
and manufacturing. The LSC has stated priorities relating to young people’s
education and, in particular, in Northamptonshire, the focus for young people is on
ensuring employer engagement continues locally to assure sufficient
apprenticeship places in line with Leitch growth plans and ensuring there is
sufficient emphasis on transferable skills including literacy, numeracy, Information
and Communication Technology (ICT) and personal learning and thinking skills to
support young people in a changing economy.

Key Local / Regional Policy
• East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy (East Midlands Regional

Assembly, 2005)
• A Flourishing Region - Regional Economic Strategy 2006-2020 (East

Midlands Development Agency, 2006)
• East Midlands Urban Action Plan 2005-2011 (East Midlands Development

Agency, 2005)
• Northamptonshire Sub-Regional Economic Strategy (Northamptonshire

Local targets also include improving educational attainment in schools, improving
care for under 3 year olds, supporting Skills for Life for adults and developing links
between employers and educational institutions.

County Council, 2006)
• Northamptonshire Local Area Agreement (Northamptonshire County

Council, 2006)
• LSC Regional Commissioning Statement 2009/2010 (Learning and Skills

Council East Midlands, 2008)
• A Sustainable Community Strategy for Northampton 2008-2011

(Northampton Local Strategic Partnership, 2008)
• Daventry Community Strategy (Daventry District Council, 2006)
• (Interim) Cultural Strategy 2008 – 2013 (Northampton Borough Council,

2008)
• South Northamptonshire Community Strategy (South Northamptonshire

Council, 2004)
The key issues identified for education and training in West Northamptonshire are:
•

Daventry and South Northamptonshire both have a strong skills base: this is an attraction for both households and businesses and may potentially influence
housing demand and economic investment.

73

SA Report part 2

•
•
•

•
•

•

There is a risk that below average educational attainment and a poor skills profile in Northampton acts as a disincentive to investment decisions by householders
and businesses. They can have a material affect on the economy and housing demand.
There is a particular need to improve educational attainment and promote lifelong learning in Northampton where there are issues with basic skills and a skills
profile biased towards lower levels. This will help to address deprivation.
Skills development needs to be carefully tailored to the needs of the economy. If skills development occurs too far in advance of economic change, people may
move elsewhere to access suitable employment. On the other hand, if skills development lags behind economic change, skills gap and recruitment problems may
impact upon productivity and economic growth and the risk of dis-investment heightens.
Retention rates in education post-16 are below average in Northampton and Daventry. Improving retention will be important in developing a successful knowledgebased economy and will help to address deprivation in the medium to long-term.
The University of Northampton was awarded University status in 2005. It is a medium-sized University with 10,000 students and two Northampton-based
campuses 2.5 miles apart. The University offers a range of courses from foundation and undergraduate level to postgraduate, professional and doctoral
qualifications covering arts, humanities and sciences subjects, as well as entrepreneurship, product design and advertising. There is a need to continue to attract
graduates and increase graduate retention in Northampton.
The implications of future levels and distribution of housing provision need to be carefully considered in planning for future education provision. Population change
may create requirements for new or extended school and further education provision in some areas. In other areas population dynamics may alter future school
age populations.

Data gaps:
• Due to the change over from the Local Labour Force Survey to the Annual Population Survey, it is not possible to provide a time series analysis of qualifications
post 2004.
According to the available trend data, the likely evolution of these issues without the plan are likely to include:
• The potential for a continued upward trend in the proportion of the working-age population with Level 3 and Level 4 skills and a reduction on the proportion with
Level 3 and particularly Level 2 skills (particularly in Daventry and South Northamptonshire);
• Below average educational attainment and a poor skills profile in Northampton may act as a disincentive to investment decisions by householders and businesses.
The plan will need to take into account the need to improve educational attainment and encourage lifelong learning, especially in Northampton, as a key component of
delivering a successful economy. All communities should have good access to education and lifelong learning, including by public transport. Planning for educational
needs should be integrated with planning for future housing provision.
Energy and Climatic Factors
The key policy framework for energy and climatic factors is shown below.
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Energy and climatic factors policy context
Policy

Details of relevance to the plan and SA

Key International Policy

The Kyoto protocol sets a climate change emissions target for the UK of 12.5%
(reduction in emissions below 1990 levels by 2012)

• Energy Performance in Buildings Directive (2002/91/EC) (European

Commission, 2002)

UK target for renewables is 10% of UK energy consumption by 2010.

• Electricity from Renewable Energy Directive (2001/77/EC) (European

The EC Green Paper (Adapting to Climate Change in Europe) is a consultation
document that sets out how Europe should respond and adapt to the changing
climate through integrating adaptation into EU external actions, reducing
uncertainty through climate research and involving European society, business and
public sector in the preparation of adaptation strategies.

Commission, 2001)
• Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate

Change (United Nations, 1997)
• Adapting to Climate Change in Europe - Options for EU Action – (European

Commission, 2007)
Key National Policy

Climate Change – The Climate Change Act has set legally binding targets to legally
binding targets to reduce carbon emissions by at least 26% by 2020 and by 80%
by 2050.

• Part L of the Building Regulations (ODPM 2006)
• PPG 25 Development and Flood Risk (ODPM, 2001)

The supplement to PPS 1: Planning and Climate Change sets out how planning
should contribute to reducing emissions and stabilising climate change, whilst also
taking into account its consequences. Local Authorities should include an
appropriate range of climate change and energy criteria when considering the
impacts of their plan on climate change.

• Climate Change: The UK Programme (Defra, 2006)
• Climate Change Act 2008
• Energy White Paper: Meeting the Energy Challenge (Department for

Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, 2007
• UK Renewable Energy Strategy Consultation (Department for Business,

The 2008 UK Renewable Energy Strategy Consultation seeks views on how to drive
up the use of renewable energy in the UK in order to meet a target of 20% of the
EU’s energy from renewable sources by 2020 (the UK’s share of the target is yet to
be agreed).

Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, 2008) CONSULTATION DOCUMENT
• Planning Policy Statement 1 Supplement: Planning and Climate Change –

Supplement to PPS1 (Department for Communities and Local Government,
2007)

The Energy White Paper also reflects the 2050 target and discusses making “real
progress” (set out in other policy documents such as PPS1) by 2020. The other
policy goals are maintaining the reliability of energy supplies, promoting
competitive markets and ensuring that every home is adequately and affordably
heated.

• Securing the Future: UK Sustainable Development Strategy (Defra, 2005)
• National Housing Policies Summary
• Environmental Quality in Spatial Planning (English Nature, Environment

Agency, Countryside Agency and English Heritage, 2005)

Adaptation to climate change is required and planning needs to contribute to this.
The planning system also needs to be more responsive to promotion of renewable
energy.

• The Planning Response to Climate Change – Advice on Better Practice

(ODPM, 2004)

75

SA Report part 2

Energy and climatic factors policy context
• Leading the way: how local authorities can meet the challenge of climate

change (Local Government Association, 2005)
• PPS22: Renewable Energy (ODPM, 2004)

Key Local / Regional Policy

In the East Midlands 5% of electricity is to be generated from renewable sources
by 2005, 8.3% of electricity to be generated from renewable sources by 2010.

• Regional Cultural Strategy (Culture East Midlands, 2006)
• Regional Environmental Strategy (East Midlands Regional Assembly, August

2002)
• East Midlands Regional Plan (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2009)

The Regional Environmental Strategy states that greenhouse gases should be
reduced by 12.5% below 1990 level over period 2008-2012. CO2 levels should be
reduced by 20% below 1990 levels by 2010. On renewable energy it aims for:
• An increase in the proportion of energy from CHP plants to 708MWe by 2010

• A Flourishing Region - Regional Economic Strategy for the East Midlands

2006 – 2020 (East Midlands Development Agency, 2006)

• An increase in the proportion of renewable energy to 465 MWe by 2010 and

1000 MWe by 2020.

• East Midlands Energy Challenge (East Midlands Regional Assembly and

partners, 2005)

The Regional Spatial Strategy requires Local Authorities to:

• The Potential Impact of Climate Change in the East Midlands – An update

• Promote the development of Combined Heat and Power (CHP) and district

report for East Midlands Sustainability Round Table (Entec, date not on
document)

heating infrastructure necessary to achieve the new regional target of 511 MWe
by 2010 and 1120 MWe by 2020; and

• Planning for Sustainable Communities - A Green Infrastructure Guide for

• Promote the development of a distributed energy network using local low

Milton Keynes & the South Midlands (Environment Agency, English Nature,
Countryside Agency Landscape Access and Recreation division, River Nene
Regional Park and English Heritage)

carbon and renewable resources:
• promote a reduction of energy usage in line with the ‘energy hierarchy’; and
• develop policies and proposals to secure a reduction in the need for energy

• East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy (East Midlands Regional

through the location of development, site layout and building design.

Assembly, 2005)

The East Midlands Regional Plan states that a 20% renewable energy mix by 2020
can only be achieved by adopting energy efficiency improvements and challenging
micro-generation targets as well as a mix of large scale grid connected renewable
energy.

• Northamptonshire County Structure Plan 1996-2016 (Northamptonshire

County Council, 2002)
• Northamptonshire Waste Management Strategy (Northamptonshire County

Council, 2002)
• Northampton Energy Strategy (Northampton Borough Council, 2003)
• Daventry District Council Affordable Warmth Strategy 2003-2010 (Daventry

District Council, 2003)
The key issues identified for energy and climatic factors in West Northamptonshire are:
• Annual rainfall is less than the UK average and expected to decrease, therefore there is a fairly high risk of drought in the region.
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•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

There is an increased risk of winter floods in the region under climate change scenarios.
Daventry and South Northamptonshire have the highest carbon emissions per capita in the region (ranked 1 and 2 respectively).
The region has the 3rd lowest renewable energy generating capacity of the UK regions at 2%, the majority of which comes from the combustion of landfill gas.
Electricity consumption is increasing within the East Midlands. Annual domestic electricity sales are rising by around 1% per customer and industrial and
commercial sales by 8% per consumer. To contribute to a 60% reduction in carbon emissions by 2050, (as identified in the Energy White Paper) would currently
require a reduction in electricity consumption of around 1.5% per year each year in the East Midlands.
There are no large scale renewable energy schemes in the Borough of Northampton, District of Daventry or the District of South Northamptonshire.
Daventry and South Northamptonshire are most dependent on oil for space heating and hot water.
The East Midlands Regional Plan has identified that the Growth Area designations in the Southern Sub-area presented offer the best opportunities for new carbon
neutral developments. There are also significant opportunities for biomass in what will remain a generally rural area. There are also some opportunities for wind
development at a variety of scales.
A Stage 1 Flood Risk Assessment has been completed for West Northamptonshire. Flood risk maps can be found at:
http://www.westnorthamptonshirejpu.org/Documents/EvidenceBase/StrategicFloodRiskAssessment/tabid/103/Default.aspx

Data gaps:
•
•
•
•
•

Local Greenhouse Gas Emissions data.
Local CO2 emission data.
Energy consumption per person.
Local level energy generation by renewable sources.
Annual SAP data for the Districts of South Northamptonshire and Daventry.

According to the available trend data the likely evolution of these issues without the plan are likely to include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

A
A
A
A
A
A

continued
continued
continued
continued
continued
continued

increase in the regions annual mean temperature;
increase in the pattern of wetter winters and drier summers;
decrease in greenhouse gas emissions;
increase in regional electricity use;
increase in energy generation by renewables; and
increase in the use of CHP in Northamptonshire.
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The plan will need to look for opportunities to encourage energy efficient design and construction and provide ‘affordable warmth’. Opportunities for large scale
renewable energy generating schemes and micro-generation should be encouraged and the districts of Daventry and South Northamptonshire need to decrease their
dependency on oil for space heating. Climate change adaptation (for example, in relation to flood risk, water efficiency and security, and increased summer
temperatures) should be considered as part of the plan and as part of individual development projects.

Heath and Well Being
The key policy framework for health and well-being is shown below.
Health and well-being policy context
Policy

Details of relevance to the plan and SA

Key International Policy

N/A

No International Policy Framework.
Well designed and implemented planning policies are fundamental in delivering
broader government objectives on sustainability.

Key National Policy
• Health Bill (Department of Health, 2009)
• White Paper – Our Health, Our Care, Our Say (Department of Health, 2006)
• PPS1: Delivering Sustainable Development (ODPM, 2005)
• PPG17: Sport and Recreation (ODPM, 2005)
• PPG24: Planning and Noise (ODPM, 1994)
• A New Commitment to Neighbourhood Renewal – National Strategy Action

Plan (Social Exclusion Unit, 2001)
• Sustainable Communities: Building for the Future (ODPM, 2003)

Local policy aims to improve health and reduce health inequalities. A number of
targets have been set including reducing death from heart disease, stroke, cancer,
suicide and accidents. Local policy also seeks to tackle some of the causes of ill
health including deprivation and lack of access to services.

Key Local / Regional Policy
• East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy (East Midlands Regional

Assembly, 2005)
• East Midlands Regional Plan (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2009).

Section 4.1: Milton Keynes - South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy
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Health and well-being policy context
• Planning for Sustainable Communities - A Green Infrastructure Guide for

Milton Keynes & the South Midlands (Environment Agency, English Nature,
Countryside Agency Landscape Access and Recreation division, River Nene
Regional Park and English Heritage)
• Northamptonshire Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (Northamptonshire

County Council and partners, 2008)
• Daventry Community Strategy (Daventry District Council, 2006)
• A Sustainable Community Strategy for Northampton 2008-2011

(Northampton Local Strategic Partnership, 2008)
• South Northamptonshire Community Strategy (South Northamptonshire

Council, 2004)
The key issues identified for health and well being in West Northamptonshire are:
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

Across the three authorities most indicators of ill-health suggest below average levels of illness, particularly in Daventry. (reference?).
An estimated 1 in 4 adults in Northampton, 1 in 5 in Daventry and 1 in 6 in South Northamptonshire smoke.
All districts in Northamptonshire have a higher proportion of obese adults than the national average. An estimated 1 in 4 adults in Northampton and Daventry and
1 in 5 adults in South Northamptonshire are obese. Obesity in children is a significant issue for the county. (Northamptonshire Joint Strategic Needs Assessment,
2008)
In Northampton there are above average rates of recorded road injuries or deaths.
Life expectancy is similar to the England and East Midland averages in Northampton, and is above average in Daventry and South Northamptonshire. Premature
death rates from major causes are average in Northampton but better than average in Daventry and South Northamptonshire.
Levels of teenage conception are above average in Northampton but significantly lower in Daventry and South Northamptonshire. Teenage conception rates in
Northamptonshire are falling, 40.9 girls per 1,000 2004–2006, which is a reduction of 10.4% since the 1998 baseline (source: Northamptonshire Teaching Primary
Care Trust Annual Report 2007-08 (2008).
Mental health is also an issue in Northampton with much higher levels of schizophrenia health episodes than regionally or nationally.

Data gaps:
•
•

Specific black and multi ethnic health issues and requirements.
Research quantifying issues of access to health services.
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According to the available trend data, the likely evolution of these issues without the plan are likely to include:
•
•
•

•

A continued decrease in premature death rates and an increase in life expectancy;
A continued decrease in teenage pregnancy within Northampton and South Northamptonshire however there is the potential that the increase noted in Daventry
may continue.
An increase in fertility rates and the number of births in recent years (countywide an additional 350 births in 2005 compared with the previous year) creates a need
or investment over the next 5 years in maternity services, nursery and pre-school provision, availability of flexible working patterns to accommodate more working
parents, early school years provision and community child health services (screening, immunisations, dental care). (Northamptonshire Joint Strategic Needs
Assessment, 2008)
Significant future changes in the age profile mean that the types and number of health services, and the way they are delivered, will need to be addressed in order
to meet needs. (Northamptonshire Joint Strategic Needs Assessment, 2008)

The plan will need to take into account the health needs of the local population to inform future policies. In planning for future housing provision, consideration should
be given to access to, the capacity of, and any additional requirements for primary healthcare and hospital services.
Labour Market and Economy
The key policy framework for labour market and economy is shown below.
Labour market and economy policy context
Policy

Details of relevance to the plan and SA

Key International Policy

The key focus of international economic policy is on jobs and growth. The ESDP
focuses more on goals which integrate environmental and social considerations.

• Lisbon Strategy for Jobs and Growth (European Commission, 2005)
• European Spatial Development Perspective (European Commission, 1999)

National government policy aims to strengthen productivity, growth and
employment together with increased investment in public services and macro
economic stability. Planning policy needs to help economic development deliver
environmental and social benefits.

Key National Policy
• Low Carbon Industrial Strategy, A Vision (Department for Business,

Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (BERR) and Department for Energy and
Climate Change (DECC) – ongoing CONSULTATION DOCUMENT at time of
writing)

BERR and DECC are consulting on a strategy for a national vision for the transition
to a low carbon economy, not just as an environmental and economic imperative
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Labour market and economy policy context
• UK National Reform Programme (Department for Trade and Industry, 2005)
• PPS1: Delivering Sustainable Development (ODPM, 2005)
• PPG4: Industrial and Commercial Development (ODPM, 1992)
• PPS6: Town Centres (ODPM, 2005)
• PPS7: Rural Areas (ODPM, 2004)
• A New Commitment to Neighbourhood Renewal – National Strategy Action

but as an opportunity for the UK to build a sustainable economic future. This
Strategy responds to the targets for carbon emission reductions set out in the
Climate Change Act - by at least 26% by 2020 and by 80% by 2050 - and aims to
maximize business and consumer benefit from savings through energy and
resource efficiency measures. It also recognizes that supplying the demands of s
low carbon economy offers a significant potential contribution to economic growth
and job creation in Britain.

Plan (Social Exclusion Unit, 2001)
• Sustainable Communities: Building for the Future (ODPM, 2003)

Local policy has several targets related to Gross Value Added (GVA), employment
rates, addressing sub regional disparities, increasing education and training
opportunities and increasing employment in rural areas.

Key Local / Regional Policy
• East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy (East Midlands Regional

Assembly, 2005)

Priorities for investment (Septmber 2006) are to continue to encourage
employment growth in the three main areas of:

• A Flourishing Region - Regional Economic Strategy for the East Midlands

2006 – 2020 (East Midlands Development Agency, 2006)

• Attraction of new businesses to the County

• East Midlands Regional Plan (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2009)

• New Business Starts

• East Midlands Urban Action Plan 2005-2011 (East Midlands Development

• Growth of existing businesses

Agency, 2005)

In addition, improve the skill profile of the resident workforce particularly (but not
exclusively) by increasing the numbers qualified to at least level 4 particularly in
those market segments selected as niche inward investment targets.

• Northamptonshire Sub-Regional Economic Strategy (Northamptonshire

County Council, 2006)
• Northamptonshire Enterprise Sub-Regional Investment Plan (September

2006)
• Daventry Community Strategy (Daventry District Council, 2006)
• A Sustainable Community Strategy for Northampton 2008-2011

(Northampton Local Strategic Partnership, 2008)
• South Northamptonshire Community Strategy (South Northamptonshire

Council, 2004)
• Daventry Economic Development Strategy (Daventry District Council, 2002)
• “Driving Forward” An Economic Development Strategy for South Northants

(South Northamptonshire Council, 2007)
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The key issues identified for labour market and economy in West Northamptonshire are:
•
•

•
•

Agriculture remains an important sector in Daventry and South Northamptonshire. Policies need to support the sector as well as the diversification of the rural
economy.
The area has a strong representation in logistics, transport and communications (related to good accessibility) and in financial services. South Northamptonshire
has a concentration of employment in other services. Other key sectors within the county include motor sport and high performance engineering, food and drink,
and environmental technologies. These are based on research (Northamptonshire Investment Promotion: Markets - Final Report 2004) which indicates likely
growth and employment generation that is compatible with MSKM aspirations and existing economic strengths. The need to plan to develop such sectors must be
considered within the Core Strategy.
The business base is strong in Daventry and South Northamptonshire. Business density in Northampton is below average although there has been a reasonable
rate of growth. Policies should continue to support and encourage growth in the business base, particularly in Northampton.
ICT connectivity is an important issue and there is the need to plan for future development using the ICT toolkit, as stated in the East Midlands Regional Plan. This
will have impacts spatially, but also in the areas of employment creation and transportation

Unemployment has been on the increase within the last 12 months. Unemployment numbers between February 2008 and February 2009 show significant increases in
unemployment over this period for all three authority areas, as shown below:
Claimant Count with Rates and Proportions
Area

February 2008

February 2009

% change

% unemployed

Daventry

594

1,331

124.07

2.7

Northampton

3,079

6,037

96.07

4.6

South Northamptonshire

395

1,142

189.11

2

Northamptonshire

7,956

16,780

110.91

3.9

East Midlands

56,078

104,703

86.71

3.8

Comparators

GB

3.8
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•
•

•

In Northampton programmes to support people into the labour market are required to address unemployment. Intervention may be necessary to address barriers
to work including transport, training, and health.
South Northamptonshire and Daventry have an occupational structure biased towards higher-paid occupations. It will be important to provide a balanced housing
profile to meet the need of all in the community and address affordability issues which threaten to have a labour market impact. Northampton has an occupational
structure more similar to the national profile and average earnings are below the national average. Investment in education, training and upskilling the current
workforce is required matched to requirement of the economy.
The economic strategy for South Northamptonshire identifies 4 inter-related Key Strategic Themes for future strategy for the district in the period 2007-2011 which
are:
−

Achieving Growth of Local Employment

−

Developing Silverstone

−

Revitalising Towcester and Brackley Town Centres

−

Strengthening the Rural Economy and Tourism Potential

Data gaps: none identified.
According to the available trend data, the likely evolution of these issues without the plan are likely to include:
•
•
•

A potential for continuing strong growth in the local economies;
Continued growth in employment terms in sectors including transport and communications; banking, finance and insurance; and other services; and
Unemployment could continue to rise.

The plan will need to ensure an appropriate provision of housing, including affordable housing, as well as a supply of employment land suited to the requirements of
growth sectors in order to maintain economic success. The plan will need to ensure provision of appropriate policies and support to address worklessness and improve
skills levels, including through lifelong learning and workforce development. Appropriate policies will be required to support the rural economy including supporting
agriculture but allowing diversification into new sectors. The plan will need to ensure an appropriate mix of land, premises and infrastructure are developed to meet the
requirements of the economy, which is related to an understanding of economic trends. The plan should also seek to work towards achieving a low carbon economy
could bring benefits in resource efficiency and employment and help achieve national carbon emission reduction targets.
Landscape and Townscape
The key policy framework for landscape and townscape is shown below.
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Landscape and townscape policy context
Policy

Details of relevance to the plan and SA

Key International Policy

The European Landscape Convention aims to encourage public authorities
to adopt policies and measures at local, regional, national and
international level for protecting, managing and planning landscapes (both
rural and urban) throughout Europe.

• European Landscape Convention (Council of Europe, 2006)

Key National Policy
• Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW)
• PPG 17 Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation (ODPM, 2002)
• Environmental Quality in Spatial Planning (English Nature, Environment Agency,

Countryside Agency and English Heritage, 2005)
• Planning Principles for Landscape, Access and Recreation - Moving on from ‘Planning

Tomorrow’s Countryside’ (Countryside Agency, 2005)
• The Countryside in and Around Towns – a vision for connecting town and country in

the pursuit of sustainable development (Countryside Agency, 2005)
• Green Infrastructure Guidance (Natural England, 2009)

Key Local / Regional Policy
• East Midlands Regional Plan (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2009)
• Regional Environmental Strategy (East Midlands Regional Assembly, August 2002)
• Planning for Sustainable Communities - A Green Infrastructure Guide for Milton

Keynes & the South Midlands (Environment Agency, English Nature, Countryside
Agency Landscape Access and Recreation division, River Nene Regional Park and
English Heritage)
• Northamptonshire Environmental Character and Green Infrastructure Suite (RNRPI,

2006)
• Green Infrastructure Making the Connection (Northamptonshire Green Infrastructure

Strategy) – no date on document. Web based.
http://www.rnrpenvironmentalcharacter.org.uk/
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Local Authorities should be more ambitious in their conservation and
enhancement initiatives and work positively with the relevant agencies.
Policy set out a number of key principles including ensuring development
is good enough to approve, enhancing the environment rather than
mitigating unavoidable impacts, respecting the character of all landscapes,
and sustaining the countryside through development. Countryside in and
around towns should provide a bridge to the country and will bring many
benefits to health and well being. Green infrastructure is increasingly being
recognised as an essential part of spatial planning. Green infrastructure
provides a ‘life support system’, able to deliver multiple environmental
functions, and to play a key part in adapting to and mitigating climate
change.
Local policy restates national policy in setting criteria to protect and
enhance the landscape in order to preserve its many benefits to the
community and the environment.
Green infrastructure is embedded within the East Midlands Regional Plan.
In particular, Policy 28
Regional Priorities for
Environmental and Green Infrastructure requires Local Authorities to
ensure the delivery, protection and enhancement of Environmental
Infrastructure across the Region.
Green Infrastructure Making the Connection sets out a strategic
sustainable movement network across the county and a strategic green
infrastructure framework which includes sub-regional corridors. Green
Infrastructure studies have been developed or in the process of being
developed for Northampton, Brackley and Towcester which will inform the
Plan and provide valuable baseline data for use in the SA.
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Landscape and townscape policy context
• East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy (East Midlands Regional Assembly,

2005)
• Sustainable Communities Plan, East Midlands (Government Office for the East

Midlands, 2003)
• Northamptonshire County Structure Plan 1996-2016 (Northamptonshire County

Council, 2002)
• Northampton Town Centre Commission Action Plan Draft Plan (Northampton Town

Centre Commission, 2006)
• SNC PPG 17 Study and Strategy.
• NBC PPG17 Study
• NBC PPG17 Strategy
• DDC PPG17 Strategy

The key issues identified for landscape and townscape in West Northamptonshire are:
•
•
•
•

Tree cover in recent years has been substantially affected by Dutch Elm disease and ash die back.
There is continued pressure for general extraction.
Significant losses of parkland have been recorded since 1918 in all three areas, but of the three, most has been lost in Northampton.
Agricultural intensification, in particular moving from pastoral/mixed to arable, has resulted in a consequent increase in field size, loss of hedgerows, fragmentation
or loss of semi-natural habitats and damage to historic features. In the predominantly arable areas, hedges are over-trimmed and mismanaged.

The above four issues are common across all three character areas. Changes to the landscape character of individual character areas have been recorded by the
Countryside Agency as follows:
•

•

Northamptonshire Vales: Development of large edge-of town buildings and new roads can be intrusive in what is often a very open landscape and there can be a
lack of vegetation to absorb new development, continued conversion to arable will increase the openness of the landscape and endanger the remaining areas of
ridge and furrow, riverside meadows and riverside trees are under threat from gravel extraction and neglect and the loss of floodplains to gravel extraction has
major archaeological and historic landscape implications.
Yardley- Whittlewood Ridge: The replanting of woodlands with conifers, and the introduction of non-native broadleaf species into ancient woodlands, has had an
impact both on the landscape and on the nature-conservation interest of the woodlands, the continuing occurrence of the disease prevents elm suckers from
establishing as hedgerow trees and pressures for leisure and recreational facilities, in particular golf courses, are increasing.
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•

Northamptonshire Uplands: The woodlands are generally suffering from a lack of appropriate management, the area is of outstanding interest for its ridge and
furrow and deserted settlements and these are vulnerable to ploughing up and unthinking damage, there is pressure for sand and gravel extraction in the area of
the M1 corridor, where it is allocated. Elsewhere it is restricted and decline in quality of Parkland through management neglect, e.g. at Fawsley or conversion to
more intensive agriculture.

More detailed landscape Character information for Northamptonshire can be found within the Landscape and Townscape Topic Paper (See Introduction to this
appendix) and at http://www.rnrpenvironmentalcharacter.org.uk/. This resource has been developed to assist Local Planning Authorities and Local Delivery Vehicles,
developers and land managers etc and will provide additional detailed baseline data for use in the SA.
In addition to landscape issues, there is a demand for sports facilities including sports halls, playing pitches and swimming pools within Northamptonshire and a
deficiency in specific sports development and recreational facilities. The Sports Facilities Strategy for West Northamptonshire has now been published on the West
Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit Website (http://www.westnorthamptonshirejpu.org/) which addresses these issues.
Landscape sensitivity and green infrastructure studies are currently being prepared for Towcester and Brackley and the Northampton Landscape Sensitivity and Green
Infrastructure Study has now been published on the West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit Website (see paragraph above), which will provide additional detailed
baseline data for use in the SA.
The Daventry Infrastructure Study (DIS) and Towcester and Brackley Landscape Sensitivity Studies also look at Landscape Character. Landscape Character Area
Assessments can be found for the entire area of West Northamptonshire at http://www.rnrpenvironmentalcharacter.org.uk/.
Data Gaps:
•

Management practices and state of the Councils Strategic Landscape Areas.

According to the available trend data, the likely evolution of these issues without the plan are likely to include:
•
•
•

There is increasing development on edge-of-town and edge-of-village locations.
Conversion to arable agriculture, thereby resulting in loss of hedgerows, an increase in field size and loss of semi-natural habitats.
An increase in the number of Northamptonshire’s ‘pocket parks’.

Changes to the landscape character have been recorded by the Countryside Agency as follows:
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•
•
•

Northamptonshire Vales: Substantial development of large edge-of town buildings and new roads, high density residential development at the edges of villages and
towns and continued conversion to arable.
Yardley- Whittlewood Ridge: Agricultural intensification.
Northamptonshire Uplands: Intensification on the land most appropriate for arable, a general decline in hedgerow trees, prominent radio masts having an impact
on the remote rural character of the landscape and decline in quality of Parkland through management neglect.

The plan has an integral role in ensuring the sensitive and appropriate siting of land uses in order to protect and enhance the quality of the local environment and
landscape. The plan needs to continue to encourage development which incorporates elements of multi-functional green infrastructure e.g. creating green networks /
corridors, open spaces and woodlands in line with green infrastructure strategies, and gives provision for public sports facilities. The Plan should seek to contribute to
the Northamptonshire Green Infrastructure Strategy.
Material Assets
The type and quality of material assets within a community is a central determinant of the sustainability of an area. Access to good housing, choice in dwelling type
and sufficient range of employment sites is vital to the success of an area’s economy and the well-being of its residents. Specifically housing is an important
component of the various indices of deprivation. As such this section reviews housing as the principal material asset for the Borough of Northampton and the Districts
of South Northamptonshire and Daventry.

Material assets policy context
Policy

Details of relevance to the plan and SA

Key International Policy

N/A

No International Policy Framework.
Government policy stresses the importance of development that supports existing
communities and contributes to the creation of safe, sustainable, liveable and
mixed communities. For housing it promotes a balanced approach to housing that
protects the environment through the sequential test, density standards, targets
for affordability and developing on previously developed land.

Key National Policy
• Securing the Future: UK Sustainable Development Strategy (Defra, 2005)
• PPS1: Delivering Sustainable Development (ODPM, 2005)
• Planning Policy Statement 1 Supplement: Planning and Climate Change –

Supplement to PPS1 (Department for Communities and Local Government,
2007)
• PPG3: Housing (ODPM, 2000)
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Material assets policy context
• Consultation Paper on Draft PPS3 (ODPM, 2005)
• PPS7: Rural Areas (ODPM, 2004)
• A New Commitment to Neighbourhood Renewal – National Strategy Action

Plan (Social Exclusion Unit, 2001)
Regional and local policy stresses the importance of bringing homes up the decent
homes standard, applying density standards, increasing development on previously
developed land and ensuring new housing is compliant with environmental
standards.

Key Local / Regional Policy
• East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy (East Midlands Regional

Assembly, 2005)
• Sustainable Communities Plan, East Midlands (Government Office for the

The East Midlands Regional Plan allocates a minimum of 62,125 new dwellings to
be built in West Northamptonshire during the period 2001-2026 (Policy 13b), of
which 17,900 should be affordable) indicative target set out in Policy 14).

East Midlands, 2003)
• East Midlands Regional Housing Strategy 2004 – 2010 (Government Office

for the East Midlands, 2004)

An appropriate mix of dwellings in terms of size, type, affordability and location
needs to be provided on the basis of local need.

• East Midlands Regional Plan (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2006).

Section 4.1: Milton Keynes - South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy
• East Midlands Regional Plan (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2009)
• East Midlands Urban Action Plan 2005-2011 (East Midlands Development

Agency, 2005)
• A Sustainable Community Strategy for Northampton 2008-2011

(Northampton Local Strategic Partnership, 2008)
• West Northamptonshire Strategic Housing Market Assessment (Daventry

District Council, Northampton Borough Council, Northamptonshire County
Council, South Northamptonshire Council, West Northamptonshire
Development, Corporation, The Housing Corporation, 2007)
• South Northamptonshire Community Strategy (South Northamptonshire

Council, 2004)
• Daventry Community Strategy (Daventry District Council, 2006)
• Northampton Housing Strategy 2006-11 (Northampton Borough Council,

2006)
• South Northamptonshire Housing Strategy 2005-2010 (South

Northamptonshire Council, 2005)
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Material assets policy context
• Daventry Housing Strategy 2007-2010 (Daventry District Council, 2006)

The key issues identified for material assets in West Northamptonshire are:
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

According to the 2001 census, the West Northamptonshire market area had 145,900 dwellings; over half of these (57%) were located in Northampton. Daventry
and South Northamptonshire had 20% and 22% of the market area total respectively.
In Daventry and South Northamptonshire, the predominant dwelling type is detached houses (43%) followed by semi-detached (32% and 36% respectively)
whereas in Northampton the largest category is terraced houses (34%). Daventry and South Northamptonshire generally have larger dwellings than Northampton.
(West Northamptonshire Strategic Housing Market Assessment, 2007)
Above average owner occupation in Daventry and South Northamptonshire. Higher levels of social rented and private rented dwellings in Northampton compared to
the other two local authorities. Private renting is below average in all three authorities. (West Northamptonshire Strategic Housing Market Assessment, 2007)
Vacancy rates are higher in Northampton and Daventry than in South Northamptonshire. However, the market area as a whole has a slightly lower rate of vacancy
than the East Midlands. (West Northamptonshire Strategic Housing Market Assessment, 2007)
An above average proportion of the dwelling stock in Northampton is unfit. Within the social sector, 26.5% is non-decent in Northampton and 33% in South
Northamptonshire.
Overall, the average house prices in the West Northamptonshire area in 2006 were £226,373 in Daventry District, £159,326 in Northampton Borough and
£241,735 in South Northamptonshire District, compared with a Northamptonshire average of £158,537 and the East Midlands average of £150,502.
(Northamptonshire Observatory website)
In comparison to the rest of the county average the West Northamptonshire market area remained marginally more affordable in 2006, but with South
Northamptonshire remaining the least affordable of all benchmarks. Daventry District and Northampton are more affordable, but remain less so than the East
Midlands average.

Data gaps:
•

Affordability ratios.

According to the available trend data, the likely evolution of these issues without the plan are likely to include:
•
•
•

Apparent reasonable consistency in the size of the social sector as a proportion of the total dwelling stock;
Growth in single households and EU immigration could continue to increase housing demand; and
Dwellings within Daventry District and Northampton Borough are likely to continue to be more affordable in comparison with those within South Northamptonshire.
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The plan will need to ensure the provision of appropriate housing to meet local needs, including the current/future needs of all in the community. It will also need to
ensure an appropriate range of housing in terms of type, tenure and location is delivered tailored to housing need and the needs of the economy and at locations which
will minimise the need to travel. The plan will also need to contribute to improvements in the fitness and energy efficiency of housing and achieve sustainable vacancy
levels.
Population
The key policy framework for population is shown below.
Population policy context
Policy

Details of relevance to the plan and SA

Key International Policy

N/A

No International Policy Framework.
Planning should be promoting socially inclusive communities and sustainable and
inclusive patterns of urban and rural development.

Key National Policy
• PPS1: Delivering Sustainable Development (ODPM, 2004)

Regional and local policy aims to deliver cohesive and diverse communities that
empower and engage people. Key principles include building community cohesion,
promoting the growth of social capital and reduce levels of social exclusion.

Key Local / Regional Policy
• East Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy, (Regional Assembly, 2009)
• A Flourishing Region - Regional Economic Strategy for the East Midlands

2006 – 2020 (East Midlands Development Agency, 2006)
• Northamptonshire Sub-Regional Economic Strategy (Northamptonshire

County Council, 2006)
• Daventry Community Strategy (Daventry District Council, 2006)
• A Sustainable Community Strategy for Northampton 2008-2011

(Northampton Local Strategic Partnership, 2008)
• South Northamptonshire Community Strategy (South Northamptonshire

Council, 2004)
The key issues identified for population in West Northamptonshire are:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Northampton is the only area with a sizeable proportion of people in the 20-34 age group. Daventry and South Northamptonshire have lower proportions aged 2034 but higher levels aged 34-59. Tentatively this reflects housing/locational choices of different age groups.
All three authorities have below average levels of population aged over 65. However significant growth is expected as the population ages: a high proportion of
population growth may well be in the over 65’s. This has implications for healthcare, access to services, the mix of housing provision, and access to transport.
While the authorities currently have an above average youth population this may well decline as a proportion of the population. In Northampton there is a risk that
the school age population drops in absolute terms. Changes in the school age population particularly have implications for educational provision.
There is a risk of the working-age population in Northampton falling. This could have implications for the labour market and commuting patterns.
There are very low proportions of non-white ethnic groups in Daventry and South Northamptonshire.
Levels, distribution and type of housing provision have clear implications for future population dynamics.
There is current evidence of strong net migration from Northampton to South Northamptonshire in particular, as well as to Wellingborough and Daventry.
2007 mid-year population estimates (Office of National Statistics) show the following totals for population per district:

2007 mid year population estimates
District

Population estimate in 2005

Population estimate in 2007

Difference

Northampton

197,300

203,400

+ 6,100

South Northamptonshire

87,000

89,700

+ 2,700

Daventry

76,900

79,000

+ 2,100

Population projections from Northamptonshire County Council are as follows:
Population projections
District

Population estimate for 2026

Northampton

261,300

South Northamptonshire

98,600

Daventry

104,500

Data gaps: none identified.
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According to the available trend data, the likely evolution of these issues without the plan are likely to include:
•
•
•

A steadily increasing population in all three authority areas;
Significant and consistent levels of net in-migration into Daventry and South Northamptonshire; and
The potential for an aging population and a fall in the working age population

The impact of new housing provision on future population distribution, commuting patterns and provision of services and facilities across the three local authorities
should be carefully considered. The implications of the changing population structure for the types of housing required and for evolving service and transport
requirements should be taken into account. Specific consideration should be given to the dynamics and requirements of Northampton’s Black or Multi Ethnic (BME)
community.
Social Deprivation
The key policy framework for social deprivation is shown below.
Social deprivation policy context
Policy

Details of relevance to the plan and SA

Key International Policy

N/A

• European Spatial Development Perspective (European Commission, 1999)

Strategies at national level address disadvantage and set out actions to ensure noone is living in a disadvantaged neighbourhood within the next 10-20 years.
Strategies aim to tackle worklessness, crime, health and the environment. Action
should be taken to prevent rather than treat social exclusion.

Key National Policy
• A New Commitment to Neighbourhood Renewal – National Strategy Action

Plan (Social Exclusion Unit, 2001)
• Reaching Out: An Action Plan on Social Exclusion (Social Exclusion Unit,

2006)
• PPS1: Delivering Sustainable Development (ODPM, 2005)

Plans aims to halve the gap in economic activity between the East Midlands and
the South East to 1.8% by 2009. One of the key themes is economic renewal and
economic inclusion to ensure all can participate in the benefits of any growth
experienced.

Key Local / Regional Policy
• A Flourishing Region - Regional Economic Strategy for the East Midlands

2006 – 2020 (East Midlands Development Agency, 2006)

92

SA Report part 2

Social deprivation policy context
• East Midlands Regional Housing Strategy 2004 – 2010 (Government Office

for the East Midlands, 2004)
• Draft East Midlands Regional Plan (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2009)
• Renewing and Sustaining Communities: Northamptonshire Neighbourhood

Renewal Strategy, 2005-2008
• Northamptonshire Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (Northamptonshire

Northamptonshire, like many other counties, have embraced the government’s
agenda set out in the 2001 National Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy. The
national strategy states that “within 10 to 20 years, no-one should be seriously
disadvantaged by where they live”. It sets out two long-term goals that have been
endorsed by partners across the County:
In all the poorest neighbourhoods, to have common goals of lower worklessness
and crime and better health, skills, housing and physical environment.

County Council and partners, 2008)
• Northamptonshire Sub-Regional Economic Strategy (Northamptonshire

To narrow the gap on these measures between the most deprived neighbourhoods
and the average

County Council, 2006)
• Daventry Community Strategy (Daventry District Council, 2006)
• A Sustainable Community Strategy for Northampton 2008-2011

(Northampton Local Strategic Partnership, 2008)
The key issues identified for social deprivation in West Northamptonshire are:
•

2004 index of multiple deprivation data indicated that 23 Super Output Areas (SOAs) in Northampton fell within the 20% most deprived areas nationally. 1 fell
within the 5% most deprived. 2007 index of multiple deprivation data indicates that 24 SOAs in Northampton fall within the 20% most deprived areas nationally
with 6 of these also falling within the 10% most deprived areas. One SOA within the Daventry area falls within the 20% most deprived areas nationally. No SOAs in
South Northamptonshire fall within the most deprived 20% areas.

Data gaps: Breakdown of Index of 2007 Multiple Deprivation data into functions for each area. It is difficult to compare post 2004 index of multiple deprivation data
with previous indices because of differing methodologies and data inputs.
Comprehensive multi-faceted solutions are required to regenerate deprived communities within the three districts which will particularly need to address economy,
education and skills, health, and crime. This can be supported by land use planning and policies which seek to promote integration and the provision of appropriate
services and facilities. Further research should be considered to assess access to services, particularly in rural areas, as a basis for planning for future provision.
Soils, Geology and Land Use
The key policy framework for soils, geology and land use is shown below.
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Soils, geology and land use policy context
Policy

Details of relevance to the plan and SA

Key International Policy

The Thematic Strategy for Soil Protection is aimed at raising awareness of potential
threats to soils and promoting an improved response from Member States.

• Thematic Strategy for Soil Protection (European Commission, 2006)

Government strategies aim to promote sustainable development by ensuring
geological diversity is conserved and enhanced; to ensure policies and decisions
relating to land use integrate geological diversity with other considerations, to
support the viability and diversity of rural and urban economies and communities
and respect and operate within the biological limits of natural resources (especially
soil, water and biodiversity). DEFRA is proposing a Soil Strategy for England which
would aim to protect and manage soils to optimise the varied functions they
perform for society and in the context of climate change.

Key National Policy
• The First Soil Action Plan For England: 2004-2006 (Defra, 2004)
• Consultation on the First Soil Strategy for England (DEFRA, 2008)
• Planning for soil: Advice on how the planning system can help to protect

and enhance soils (SNIFFER, April 2004)
• Planning Policy Statement 9 – Biodiversity and Geological Conservation

(ODPM, 2005)
• Farming and Food Strategy 2002 (Defra, 2002)
• National Housing Policies Summary

Key Local / Regional Policy
• Regional Environmental Strategy (East Midlands Regional Assembly, August

2002)
• A Flourishing Region - Regional Economic Strategy for the East Midlands

2006 – 2020 (East Midlands Development Agency, 2006)
• East Midlands Regional Plan (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2009).

Section4.1: Milton Keynes - South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy
• East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy (East Midlands Regional

Assembly, 2005)
• East Midlands Urban Action Plan 2005-2011 (East Midlands Development

Agency, 2005)
• Northamptonshire County Structure Plan 1996-2016 (Northamptonshire

County Council, 2002)
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The key issues identified for soils, geology and land use in West Northamptonshire are:
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

•

Emerging issues in the Northamptonshire Minerals Local Development Document include the long term (after circa 2020) development of options for sand and
gravel extraction within the Nene Valley.
According to the relevant Local Authority Environmental Health Officers (EHOs), Northamptonshire county experiences naturally occurring arsenic in places which
may need to be dealt with on development sites (if it is bio-available), including those that are Greenfield. If remediation were required, the type of action would be
largely determined by the type of development proposed as some uses are more sensitive.
The EHO at Daventry District has stated that naturally occurring radon gas is also dealt with on a case by case basis.
In all three authority areas, EHOs have confirmed that contamination has occurred on some sites and is considered on a site by site basis. In Northampton
Borough, no contaminated land has been formally identified although some sites have been identified as needed review in the future.
The East Midlands is predominantly a rural area. However, from 1991 to 2016 the region is expected to accommodate a further 4.4 million new households. It is
predicted that this will lead to the conversion of 21,100 ha from rural to urban land use, resulting in a significant loss of the region’s soil resource (Defra, 2006).
The East Midlands falls below the national average when it comes to housing being built on previously developed land.
Daventry District’s Annual Monitoring Report for the period 2004-2005 recorded that 53% of new/converted dwellings were built on previously developed land,
which is above the county target. The 2007-08 Annual Monitoring Report shows that this increased to 77.5% of all residential development on previously developed
land over the 2007-08 period. The Government has set a target of achieving housing densities of 30-50 dwellings. Daventry District has achieved a net density of
35 dwellings per hectare (Daventry District Council, 2006). Over the 2007-08 period, 78% of completions in the Daventry District occurred at a density of 30
dwellings per hectare or above.
South Northamptonshire District Council’s Annual Monitoring Report for the period 2004-2005 recorded that 50% of dwellings were built on previously developed
land (South Northamptonshire Council, 2005), which is above the county target. However, figures from previous years showed higher rates of development on
brownfield sites (2001-2002: 54%; 2002-2003: 59%; 2003-2004: 59%). The 2007-08 Annual Monitoring Report shows that over the 2007-08 period 88% of new
dwellings were built on previously developed land, including a mixture of both rural and urban locations. The average housing density of new development between
2004-05 was 19 dwellings per hectare, which is below the national target.
Northampton Borough Council Annual Monitoring Report for the Borough showed that 964 dwellings were built on brownfield sites between 2004 and 2005. This
constituted 73% of new homes being built on previously developed land (NBC, 2005). Data collected between 2000 and 2005 showed that Northampton Borough
consistently met the Government’s target of 60% of new homes being built on brownfield (NBC, 2005) and lies above the target of 35% set by the county. The
2007-08 Northampton Annual Monitoring Report showed that 54.81% of new or converted dwellings were built on previously developed land (NBC, 2008).

Data gaps:
•
•

Data is needed on which parts of land in the districts/borough are classified as Grade 3a (best and most versatile land).
Information regarding the amount of available brownfield land for development in each area.
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According to the available trend data, the likely evolution of these issues without the plan are likely to include:
•
•

The concentration of development on brownfield land; and
A changing pattern of mineral extraction in the river valleys of the Nene, Welland, Tove, Ise, and Great Ouse.

The plan will need to take into account the effect that new development can have on soil, geology and land use particularly with relation to how development may
affect soil structure, the availability of the best and most versatile agricultural land and the location of existing and future mineral working within the three districts.
The availability of brownfield sites and the use of greenfield sites for development will also be of importance particularly due to the pressure for housing development
in the area and the high levels of brownfield development in the past.
Waste
The key policy framework for waste is shown below.
Waste policy context
Policy

Details of relevance to the plan and SA

Key International Policy

Requires Member States to establish a network of disposal facilities to dispose of
waste safely. Emphasis is placed on the waste hierarchy. The Waste to Landfill
Directive set a target to reduce biodegradable waste going to landfill by 75% by
2006.

• The Waste Framework Directive (75/442/EEC) (European Commission,

1975)
• European Landfill Directive (1999/31/EC) (European Commission, 1999)

Key National Policy

Sets out the national strategy of how England will implement the waste hierarchy,
invest in clean technology and encourage communities and individuals to take
more responsibility for their own waste.

• PPS10 - Planning for Sustainable Waste Management (ODPM, 2005)
• Waste Strategy for England 2007 (DEFRA, 2007)

The revised Waste Strategy included higher recycling targets for household waste
than was previously the case. The new targets are:
• 40% in 2010;
• 45% by 2015; and
• 50% by 2020.

In addition, Waste Strategy 2007 set targets for the quantity of residual household
waste produced per person across the UK. The target is to move from a current
level of around 450kg/person to 225kg per person in 2020.
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Waste policy context
Key Local / Regional Policy

Sets out targets for the county and for some districts an action plan of how these
targets are to be achieved. These targets relate to a reduction in the growth in
waste production, in increase in the recycling and composting of household waste
and a reduction in biodegradable waste going to landfill.

• East Midlands Regional Plan (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2009)
• East Midlands Regional Waste Strategy (East Midlands Regional Assembly,

2006)

Targets for recycling and composting rates for the county are:

• Regional Environmental Strategy (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2002)

• 44% of household waste by 2009/10;

• A Flourishing Region - Regional Economic Strategy 2006-2020 (East

Midlands Development Agency, 2006)

• 48% of household waste by 2012/13;

• East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy (East Midlands Regional

• 52% of household waste by 2015/16; and

Assembly, 2005)

• 56% of household waste by 2019/20.

• Northamptonshire Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy

Within this target, the County Council is aiming to achieve a target of 70% for
recycling and composting of waste received at Household Waste Recycling Centres
(HWRCs) by 2012/13. If the HWRCs achieve this level, then the Districts combined
will need to achieve targets of:

(Northamptonshire Waste Partnership, 2008)

• 40% of household waste by 2009/10;
• 43% of household waste by 2012/13;
• 48% of household waste by 2015/16; and
• 53% of household waste by 2019/20.

Targets for residual household waste generated per person are:
• 295 kg in 2009/10;
• 275 kg in 2012/13;
• 255 kg in 2015/16; and
• 230 kg in 2019/20.

The key issues identified for waste in West Northamptonshire are:
•
•
•

The rate of increase in the generation of household waste in the East Midlands is greater than the rate of population growth.
The importance of local opportunities for waste to energy generation needs to be recognised. The LDF will need to reflect commitments within the Waste LDF in
terms of land allocation and look for opportunities within policies to encourage appropriate development of this.
Policies to encourage the local use of recycled materials at all levels from construction, to operation to within the community could be incorporated into the LDF.
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•
•

•

Northamptonshire will need to increase capacity for the disposal and/or treatment of special waste.
The approximate life span for mixed construction and demolition waste is 14 years not allowing for any reduction in waste production. This will not run to the end
of the LDF period, therefore policies need to be incorporated into the LDF in terms of waste minimisation, recycling and land needs to be designated for waste
management facilities.
Provisional 2006/07 figures for household waste arisings are as follows:
Waste arisings
Total household waste (tonnes)

Total recycling & composting (tonnes)

Daventry District

35,964

16,920

Northampton Borough

80,636

30,110

South Northamptonshire

38,472

15,734

Northamptonshire wide

345,013

135,329

Source: Northamptonshire Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy (Northamptonshire Waste Partnership, 2008)

Household Waste Recycling Rates, 2001/02, 2004/05 and 2006/07
2001/02 %

2004/05 %

2006/07* %

Daventry District

44

45

47.0

Northampton Borough

13

28

37.3

South Northamptonshire

11

28

40.9

Northamptonshire wide

18

28

39.2

Source: Northamptonshire Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy (Northamptonshire Waste Partnership, 2008)
•

Over the 14 year duration of the Northamptonshire Waste Strategy (2008) approximately 70,000 additional households are anticipated in Northamptonshire – an
increase of 24%. If the number of households increases in this way, this will result in a 24% increase in household waste needing to be managed in
Northamptonshire.
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•

Landfill "permits" means that since 2007 the majority of this waste has to be pre-treated prior to being landfilled. This pre-treatment could involve re-use,
recycling, composting, thermal treatment or any other form of recovery prior to disposal. Northamptonshire will need to plan to increase their capacity for the pretreatment of waste.

Data gaps:
•
•
•
•
•
•

There is little information available regarding the generation and management of waste from the construction and demolition sector, both locally and regionally.
There is no annual data available to show trends in the generation of special waste.
More local data is required regarding the production and management of different types of hazardous wastes locally.
There is no information regarding the County’s capacity to dispose of or treat special waste.
Until recently there was no data available to estimate the scale and extent of fly tipping, or illegal waste disposal, in England, therefore trends in fly tipping cannot
yet be identified.
Until recently there was no data available to estimate the scale and extent of street cleanliness in England, therefore trends cannot yet be identified.

According to the available trend data, the likely evolution of these issues without the plan are likely to include:
•
•
•

An increase in municipal waste arisings due to an increase in households;
A decrease in the amount of hazardous waste deposited in Northamptonshire; and
An increase in the rate of recycling. However, this is accompanied by an increase in the generation of household waste at a rate above that of population growth.

The plan will need to encourage the reduction in generation of waste in all sectors including domestic, commercial, construction and industrial, special and hazardous
waste. The plan needs to encourage initiatives that increase the amount of recycling, composting or incineration with energy, for domestic, commercial, construction
and industrial waste arisings wherever practical in order to meet the county targets. The plan needs to facilitate the management of waste, reducing the transportation
of wastes for treatment, providing appropriate infrastructure and land allocation and encouraging alternatives to landfill.
Water
The key policy framework for water is shown below.
Water policy context
Policy

Details of relevance to the plan and SA
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Water policy context
Key International Policy
• Directive 2000/60/EC establishing a framework for the Community action in

the field of water policy (‘The Water Framework Directive’) (European
Commission, 2000)
• Urban Waste Water Directive (98/15/EC) (European Commission, 1998)

Key international policy aims to protect inland surface waters, transitional waters
and groundwater in terms of their ecological status and water quality, promote
sustainable water use, reduce pollution, support fish life, reduce discharges to
priority waters and set binding targets for collection and treatment systems for
urban waste water.
Target to achieve ‘good ecological status’ of all inland water bodies by 2015.

• Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (91/271/EEC) (European

Water Framework Directive objective to prevent further deterioration of water
quality in inland surface waters, transitional waters, coastal waters and
groundwater (Article 1).

Commission, 1991)
• Freshwater Fish Directive (78/659/EC)
• Dangerous Substances in Water Directive (76/464/EC)

National planning policy aims to reduce risk from flooding and taking into account
the effects of climate change and reduction in water pollution. Other national
policy aims to reduce diffuse pollution, achieve better integration and planning
between water catchments and protect and manage groundwater resources.

Key National Policy
• PPG 25 Development and Flood Risk (ODPM, 2001)
• Securing the Future: UK Sustainable Development Strategy (Defra, 2005)
• Making space for water, Developing a new Government strategy for flood

and coastal erosion risk management in England (Defra, 2004)
• Water Act (2003)
• Directing the Flow – Priorities for future water policy (Defra, 2002)
• Environmental Quality in Spatial Planning (English Nature, Environment

Agency, Countryside Agency and English Heritage, 2005)
• Groundwater Protection: Policy and Practice GP3 (Consultation Document)

(Environment Agency, 2006)
Local policy aims to reduce water usage in development by 25-30%, attenuate
surface water run off, improve the regional flood warning service and assess the
impact of large scale urban development in the Upper Nene catchment.

Key Local / Regional Policy
• A Water Resources Strategy for the East Midlands (Environment Agency,

2006)
• Regional Environmental Strategy (East Midlands Regional Assembly, August

2002)
• East Midlands Regional Plan (East Midlands Regional Assembly, 2009)
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Water policy context
• The Nene Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy (Environment

Agency, 2005)
• River Nene Catchment Flood Management Plan, Draft Plan (Environment

Agency, 2006)
• The Potential Impact of Climate Change in the East Midlands – An update

report for East Midlands Sustainability Round Table (Entec, date not on
document)
• East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy (East Midlands Regional

Assembly, 2005)
• Northamptonshire Habitat Action Plans – various documents

(Northamptonshire County Council)
• Northamptonshire County Structure Plan 1996-2016 (Northamptonshire

County Council, 2002)
• West Northamptonshire Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (Northampton

Borough Council, South Northamptonshire District Council and Daventry
District Council, January 2009)
The key issues identified for water in West Northamptonshire are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The East Midlands streams are of improving quality and are generally at the higher end of the water quality rating spectrum.
Reducing the number of pollution incidents as a result of diffuse pollution.
In Northampton Borough there is a need to upgrade the sewer system to reduce the number of pollution incidents.
The increasing demand and decreasing availability of water resources is a problem which needs to be addressed through improved water efficiency and reduced
leakages.
The River Nene catchment is over licensed for abstractions.
The low rainfall is affecting groundwater recharge which is having a negative effect on water levels in streams and rivers, which is having a negative effect on
aquatic habitats and ecology.
In Northampton Borough flood risk needs to be managed through the attenuation of surface runoff and floodplain compensation to reduce the risk of flooding to
sites downstream of proposed development.

Data gaps:
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•
•
•
•
•

Areas where sewage infrastructure requires upgrading (Anglian Water).
Average water consumption per household within each borough/ district.
Purpose of the two groundwater abstractions in Northampton.
Groundwater quality within each borough/ district.
CAMS for other catchments in the districts.

According to the available trend data, the likely evolution of these issues without the plan are likely to include:
•
•
•
•
•

Potential for continued improvements in biological and chemical water quality;
Increasing pressure on water resources which will only worsen with the effects of climate change;
Increasing water consumption;
A decrease in the amount of water resources available for abstraction;
Potential for an increase in flood risk due to increasing surface runoff and reductions in the amount of floodplain.

Water efficiency measures should be promoted through the LDF as part of wider sustainable construction policies. Development in the floodplain should be avoided
and suitable policies designed to achieve this, particularly in the light of climate change. New development should include measures to improve water efficiency, reduce
surface runoff through the incorporation of sustainable drainage systems and provide flood compensation measures.
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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1

This report
This is Part 3a of the Daventry Local Plan Part 2 Sustainability Appraisal report (SA report). This
part of the report outlines the results of the appraisal of reasonable alternatives. The other parts
of the SA report are as follows:
• Part 1: Introduction, methodology and next steps;
• Part 2: Scoping information;
• Part 3b: Results of the assessment: Assessment of the Preferred Options Local Plan.
A Non-Technical Summary is also available.
Please note that this version is an amended version which takes into account comments made by
the Local Plan Inspector at the Local Plan Examination in Public. Any additions to this report
have been shown as underlined text. Please note that the only additions to this report are in
Section 2.1. No text has been deleted.

1.2

Assessment of reasonable alternatives
The purpose of this stage of the SA is to test reasonable alternative options for the Local Plan and
in doing so, identify and evaluate their sustainability effects. The SEA Regulations require that
the SA report identifies:
• The reasons for selecting the alternatives tested in light of the others available (SEA
Regulations Schedule 2 (8)); and
• The likely significant effects on the environment of reasonable alternatives (SEA Regulations
Part 3, Section 12(2b)).
This involves setting out the alternative options (both for overall strategy/policies and for sites)
that were considered by the Council, what the sustainability effects of those options were and
how the results of the SA have been taken into account. The generation of Local Plan
alternatives has been considered in two ways:
• Overall strategy / policy options; and
• Site options.
This report discusses these aspects in sections 2 and 3.
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2.

STRATEGY / POLICY ALTERNATIVES

2.1

Defining reasonable alternatives
The Council has fulfilled its obligations to identify strategy / policy alternatives through issuing
issues and options documents. In early 2016, the Council produced the Local Plan (Part 2a) for
Daventry District, Issues and Options Consultation paper (formal Regulation 18 consultation).
It was through this process that the Council identified alternatives for those issues that the Local
Plan can significantly influence. Identifying and testing alternatives as part of the Local Plan is
not a straightforward process and it is theoretically possible to construct a very extensive range
of alternative options. A large number of nuanced alternative options, each with minor variations
(or in areas where the Local Plan cannot significantly influence decision making) do not best
serve planning or sustainability requirements. Planning practice has shown that outlining a set of
clear and meaningful alternatives (that address the areas that the plan can significantly
influence) ensures a logical decision making process and a more sustainable plan outcome.
Once the issues and options had been identified by the Council these were then assessed for their
sustainability effects (where possible). The information presented by the Council in the Issues
and Options Consultation Paper was a mix of issues, options, general approaches, technical
assessments and general questions to consultees. Therefore, it was not possible or useful to
assess the effects of every element of the Issues and Options Consultation Paper. A screening
exercise was carried out to ascertain which issues and options were possible to assess and this
screening exercise also considered where the SA could add value to the decision making process.
This screening exercise is shown in Appendix 1 of the following report: Ramboll Environ (March,
2016): Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2a) For Daventry. SA of the Issues and
Options.
Please also note that an assessment was carried out of approaches that could be used to meet
the needs of gypsies, travellers and travelling showpeople. Daventry District Council had planned
to produce a separate Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople Local Plan (to be called Local
Plan Part 2B) and the Council produced an Issues and Options paper early in 2016. The latest
evidence available at the time showed an unmet need for 18 residential pitches, an emergency
stopping place plus provision for travelling showpeople. Ramboll Environ assessed some of the
options in this paper and produced an assessment report entitled Ramboll Environ (February,
2016): Daventry District SA of the Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople Local Plan (Part
2b) Issues and Options. However, in order to ensure the evidence base was up to date for this
part 2 plan the Council commissioned an updated version of the evidence base in 2016 to take
account of revised Government guidance. The updated study identified that there is a need for
one additional pitch. However, since May 2016 a further three pitches have been granted
planning permission and these permissions have been implemented. Therefore, the need has
been met and the Council will therefore need to treat applications on a case by case basis
however mindful that the justification for additional pitches will be increasingly limited. Due to
this reason the Council are no longer planning on producing a separate Gypsy, Travellers and
Travelling Showpeople Local Plan and have incorporated a policy and criteria into the Part 2 Plan.
Regarding the Northampton Related Development Area (NRDA), the decision was taken by the
Council that it was not reasonable to test alternatives for delivery to meet the needs of the
Northampton. It is not within the scope of the Part 2 Plan to plan for development that meets
the needs of Northampton (outside the SUEs that have already been allocated). If the current
strategy taken in the Part 1 plan is no longer felt to be the correct approach, then the testing of
reasonable alternatives needs to be done within the review of the Part 1 Plan (The West
Northamptonshire Joint Strategic Plan) on a strategic cross boundary basis looking at all
reasonable alternatives including both sites and strategy. This has been the Council’s approach
from the beginning of the Local Plan Part 2 process.
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Taking into account all of these considerations Table 2.1 sets out the reasons for selecting the
alternatives tested and also explains which preferred approach has been selected for inclusion in
the Local Plan.
2.2

Results of the assessment: strategy and policy alternatives
As can be seen from Table 2.1 only one issue was highlighted as having a reasonable approach
suitable for assessment and this was development in the open countryside. The alternative
approaches to this issue are assessed in Annex A. The identification of only one strategic
alternative is not unexpected in the case of Daventry as many strategic issues are very closely
guided by the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy. This means that many strategic
decisions are set (and therefore no alternative options exist).
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Table 2.1: Reason for selecting alternatives -policy / strategy approaches
Issue / Preferred
Approach

Reasonable alternatives /
options identified

Outline reasons for approach to selection of alternatives

Outline reason for selecting
the preferred approach

Vision and objectives

Set out a vision and objectives for
the Local Plan.

No reasonable alternative
identified.

Spatial strategy

To set out a spatial strategy which
allows for a sustainable pattern of
development (see policy SP1)

Development in rural
settlements

Development of a range of policies
which set out a settlement
hierarchy for the District and the
role of development in each of
these levels of the hierarchy
(Primary Service Villages,
Secondary Service Villages, Other
Villages and Small Settlements /
Hamlets) (see Policy RA1 – RA4)
Policy which restricts housing in the
open countryside and sets strict
criteria which set out when
development will be acceptable
(See Policy RA5)
At the issues and options stage two
additional options were tested in

It is not reasonable to test alternative visions and objectives.
Care has been taken to ensure that the vision and objectives are
reflective of Corporate priorities as outlined in the Strategic
Corporate Plan, and are realistic and are capable of being
achieved through the Local Plan. It is also important for the Local
Plan Vision to be consistent with the vision and objective of the
WNJCS. The vision and objectives have been consulted on with
the public and stakeholders and consultees were broadly
supportive of them.
The development strategy for the area is set by the WNJCS
(which was subject to an SA) so it is not reasonable to test
alternatives. Please see WNJCS Policy S1 and Policy S2 which set
out the spatial strategy, as well as Polices D1 – D5 which are
Daventry specific.
No reasonable alternative options are available for the issue of
settlement hierarchy as this is predominantly based on a
methodology which builds on the criteria of the first part of policy
R1 (1– 10) that includes a factual assessment of the settlement’s
level of service provision and accessibility.

Allowing unrestricted development in the countryside is not seen
as a reasonable alternative because it would not conform to the
spatial strategy as set out in the WNJCS. Therefore this was not
tested.

The preferred approach was to
set out a policy which restricts
development in the open
countryside. This policy
approach is considered to be in
accordance with the spatial
strategy set out in the WNJCS.

Development in the
open countryside

It is not felt that there are any other reasonable options to
development in the open countryside.
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No reasonable alternative
identified.

No reasonable alternative
identified.
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Table 2.1: Reason for selecting alternatives -policy / strategy approaches
Issue / Preferred
Approach

Reasonable alternatives /
options identified

Outline reasons for approach to selection of alternatives

relation to introducing an Article 4
Direction to remove permitted
development rights. The first
option was to introduce the Article 4
Direction and the other was to keep
permitted development rights

Self-Build and Custom
Housebuilding

Set out a policy to ensure good
design in self-build and custom built
development

The Council’s duty is to maintain a self-build register and give
sufficient planning permissions for self-build plots to meet the
need arising from the register. DDC are currently meeting this
need through existing planning permissions.

Outline reason for selecting
the preferred approach
Article 4 directions have not
been included in the plan at this
stage but can be initiated
outside of the local plan making
process, thus remains a
potential option for restricting
growth in the rural area. If it
were to be utilised, it is unlikely
to be applied in a blanket
approach across the rural area.
No reasonable alternative
identified.

An alternative is to specify a threshold or percentage of serviced
plots within larger development sites to ensure the delivery of
self- build plots however this must be based on a robust evidence
base, which is not currently available. Therefore, this is not a
reasonable alternative.
Rural workers
dwellings and rural
exception site
selection

Set out a policy which restricts
housing in the open countryside
whilst ensuring essential needs are
met (Policy HO5 and HO6)

Housing type and mix

Set out a policy to ensure
development should provide a mix
of dwelling sizes to cater for current
and forecast demand (Policy HO7)

There is no reasonable alternative. Rural worker’s dwellings and
rural exception policy identifies a specific set of circumstances
that must be met to identify appropriate rural exception sites or
the circumstance that would allow development to accommodate
a rural workers dwellings.
No reasonable alternative options relating to housing mix and
type are considered to be available as this is based on technical
up to date evidence that is reflective of local circumstance and
need within the District.
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Table 2.1: Reason for selecting alternatives -policy / strategy approaches
Issue / Preferred
Approach

Reasonable alternatives /
options identified

Outline reasons for approach to selection of alternatives

Outline reason for selecting
the preferred approach

Gypsy, travellers and
travelling showpeople

Set out a policy (Policy HO8) which
outlines that permissions will be
treated on a case by case basis
through the development
management process.
Outline a policy that sets out how
and where (on which routes)
sustainable transport measures will
be promoted / supported (Policy
ST1)

Updated evidence identified that there is a need for one additional
pitch. However, since May 2016 a further three pitches have been
granted planning permission and these permissions have been
implemented. Therefore, the need has been met and the Council
will now need to treat applications on a case by case basis.
The identification of routes identified in the policy is based on the
pattern of current and future development in the District. The
identified routes are those that are considered to reflect the
existing pattern of development between the main town, villages
and employment areas. Most of these routes area identified in
the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) and are also considered to
be achievable as they improve connections between the main
settlement of Daventry, and the rest of the District.

No reasonable alternative
identified.

Lorry parks

Outline a policy that sets out how
and where sustainable lorry parks
will be supported (Policy ST2)

It is not felt that there is a reasonable alternative to this
approach, as there is currently no defined need supported by
evidence available to support allocating a site. The policy is based
on provision of lorry parks in areas where they are needed and
where impacts can be controlled.

No reasonable alternative
identified.

The built and natural
environment

Set out a suite of policies to protect
designated and non-designated
assets (policies Env1 to Env10)

It is not reasonable to assess a wide range of different criteria
based policies. This is because they are based on government
guidance and specifically protecting what is special about
Daventry.

No reasonable alternative
identified.

Sustainable transport
infrastructure

With regard to green wedges and Special Landscape Areas,
reasonable alternatives could potentially be a variance in the
extent and location of green wedges and Special Landscape Areas
within the District. However, the location and extent of the green
wedges and the SLA are based on the robust evidence base of the
technical study of Landscape Study' ‘Assessment of landscape
character and quality, visual sensitivity and areas of high quality

6

No reasonable alternative
identified.

SA report part 3A-amended

Table 2.1: Reason for selecting alternatives -policy / strategy approaches
Issue / Preferred
Approach

Reasonable alternatives /
options identified

Outline reasons for approach to selection of alternatives

Outline reason for selecting
the preferred approach

landscape study, September 2017, Prepared by TEP on behalf of
DDC.’ The conclusions of this process (and the sites designated)
are effectively the sites that are considered to be the most
suitable/reasonable.
Community facilities

Set out policies to designate,
manage protect and enhance
existing facilities.

It is not reasonable to assess a wide range of different criteria
based policies.

No reasonable alternative
identified.

Open space standards

Set out a policy setting out the
open space standards required for
development

No reasonable alternative options are available for the open space
standards. These are based on an updated Open space, sport and
recreation study 2017.

No reasonable alternative
identified.
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3.

SITE ALTERNATIVES

3.1

Defining reasonable alternatives
Reasonable site alternatives have been identified at two stages in the Local Plan process. The
process began with the Local Plan (Part 2a) for Daventry District, Issues and Options
Consultation paper (formal Regulation 18 consultation) that the Council produced in early 2016.
At this stage in the process the Council identified the following site alternatives:
•
•

Issue 10: Daventry Central Area Sites (6 sites were discussed within the report); and
Issue 13: Daventry Town Housing (4 spatial approaches were identified that discussed which
direction the town should expand).

These issues were subject to SA and the results were published in the following report: Ramboll
Environ (March, 2016): Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2a) For Daventry. SA of the
Issues and Options.
Further work was then completed by the Council on identifying alternative housing and
employment sites in more detail. These alternative sites were assessed by Ramboll Environ in
2017 and assessment tables provided to the Council to assist in the selection of the housing and
employment sites. These assessments of the alternative sites have been included in Annex B of
this paper.
Taking all of the above into account the reasons for the selection of the sites are set out in Table
3.1.
3.2

Results of the assessment: site alternatives
The full results of the assessment of the alternatives sites are shown in Annex B. These are
divided into:
• The assessment of 6 Daventry Central Area Sites;
• The assessment of 4 spatial approaches for Daventry town housing (shown in Figure 3.1);
• The assessment of a large number of defined housing and employment sites as shown in
Figure 3.2.
The results have been presented in appraisal tables, which enable readers to clearly see the
performance of the issues and options against each individual SA objective.
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Figure 3.1: Broad development locations assessed at the issues and options stage
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Figure 3.2: Alternative housing and employment sites
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Table 3.1a: Reason for selecting alternatives – Sites (town centre proposals)
Issue / Preferred
Approach

Reasonable alternatives /
options identified

Outline reasons for approach to selection of alternatives

Outline reason for selecting
the preferred approach

Town centre
development
allocations

At the issues and options
assessment stage a number of
sites were identified and tested:
• Site 1 – A site with planning
permission for retail and a
retail allocation
• Site 2 - Potential for
refurbishment of the bus
station and further retail.
• Site 3 - Allocate for a range
of uses including housing
and leisure
• Site 4 - No need for any
specific allocations in the
plan.
• Site 5 - A site with planning
permission for a foodstore
and bulky goods retail
• Site 6 – A site with existing
educational uses and
planning permission for a
special school1

These sites resulted from the Town Centre vision developed in 2004
and are considered critical to deliver the regeneration aspirations of
the town as a whole.

Site 1 (listed as EC2) has been
selected for the plan
Sites 3 and 5 (listed as site EC3)
have been selected for the plan
These sites have been carried
forward from the saved local
plan and form part of wider
regeneration approach to the
town centre and will contribute
to maintaining the vitality and
viability of the town centre. The
approach taken for site selection
is one of a sequential approach,
which will contribute to
achieving sustainability
objectives.

Site 4 has not been assessed as there is no need for allocation within the plan. Sites 5 and 6 have been granted planning permission so have not been assessed
separately as part of this assessment.
1

11

SA report part 3A-amended

Table 3.1b: Reason for selecting alternatives – Sites (housing proposals)
Issue / Preferred
Approach

Reasonable alternatives /
options identified

Outline reasons for approach to selection of alternatives

Outline reason for selecting
the preferred approach

Allocating housing
sites on the edge of
Daventry (assessing
broad areas)

At the issues and options stage
the following broad approaches
were tested and helped the
Council to further develop the
strategy:
A. Expansion to the South East
B. Expansion to the North
C. Expansion
to
the
South/South West
D. Consolidate on existing sites
and within the Town (Please
note that this option is not
sufficient to meet the residual
requirement on its own)
E. E
Other
options
not
considered

•

A large number of sites were
assessed and these are shown in
Figure 3.2.

The alternatives for residential and employment sites have been
established through a combination of sources. Specifically the sites
submitted through the 2016 call for sites that informed the 2017

The Local Plan has chosen a
hybrid option which sees
expansion mainly to the, South
West and with some to the
North. The location of the sites
are connected to the Daventry
town centre and no sites remote
from the town have been
assessed The approach to
identifying sites outside of
Daventry town has been taken
due to the limited choice of sites
within the town that has
sufficient capacity to
accommodate an appropriate
level of sustainable growth.
The most appropriate location
for growth is based on an
assessment of the most suitable
sites informed by technical
assessments, location, capacity,
site visits and workshops with
stakeholders including agents
and landowners and statutory
consultees and balancing this
against identified issues and
constraints of each site.
With regard to housing, the
following sites have been
selected: HO1: Daventry South

Allocating housing
sites (detailed site

•

•

•

•

Option A: This is considered to represent a reasonable option by
virtue of proximity to the Town Centre and proximity to the A45
(a key transport route)
Option B: This is considered to represent a reasonable option by
virtue proximity to the A45 (a key transport route), the A361 and
existing residential development.
Option C: This is considered to represent a reasonable option by
virtue proximity to the A425 (a key transport route), the
Staverton Sports Park and existing residential development.
Option D: This is considered to represent a reasonable option by
virtue of it being in close proximity to services and facilities
within the Town
Option E: This provides opportunity for prospective landowners
to put forward alternative options to those listed above which will
be assessed at draft stage accordingly.

12
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Table 3.1b: Reason for selecting alternatives – Sites (housing proposals)
Issue / Preferred
Approach
assessments) (see
Figure 3.2)

Reasonable alternatives /
options identified
As well as being subject to SA,
various other assessments were
carried out as part of the Land
Availability Assessment (LAA)
2017 that will be published with
mapping during the Local Plan
consultation. This will form part
of the evidence base.

Outline reasons for approach to selection of alternatives

Outline reason for selecting
the preferred approach

LAA. Sites that were not submitted were included based on site
boundaries established through the addendum SA work that was
completed for the WNJCS along with sites submitted through the call
for sites process at the 2012 SHLAA. This enabled comprehensive
coverage around Daventry Town. With respect of the rural areas no
sites have been assessed for residential development as the
residential requirement has been met therefore it is not considered
reasonable to appraise alternative sites because no allocations are
proposed.

West Gateway; HO2: Micklewell
Park and HO3: Land at
Middlemore. The most
appropriate location for growth
is based on an assessment of
the most suitable sites informed
by a technical assessments,
location, capacity, site visits and
workshops with stakeholders
including agents and landowners
and balancing this against
identified issues and constraints
of each site.

Table 3.1c: Reason for selecting alternatives – Sites (employment proposals)
Issue / Preferred
Approach

Reasonable alternatives /
options identified

Outline reasons for approach to selection of alternatives

Outline reason for selecting
the preferred approach

Allocation of
employment sites
(see Figure 3.2)

A large number of sites were
assessed and these are shown in
Figure 3.2. Please also note that
the Council has designated a
number of existing employment
sites as strategic employment
areas. These are formerly
identified employments areas
that have been previously
recognised and relate to existing
employment areas. These are

No sites have been selected as alternatives in the rural area as the
jobs requirement set out in the WNJCS has been met.
However, the plan will make small scale allocations in Daventry town
to support the economy of the town and its role as a sub-regional
centre.

The following sites have been
selected:
• Site EC7 (land North West of
Nasmyth Road)
• Site EC9 (site 323)
southeast gateway.

The alternatives for residential and employment sites have been
established through a combination of sources. Specifically the sites
submitted through the 2016 call for sites that informed the 2017
LAA. Sites that were not submitted were included based on site

The most appropriate location
for growth is based on an
assessment of the most suitable
sites informed by a technical
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Table 3.1c: Reason for selecting alternatives – Sites (employment proposals)
Issue / Preferred
Approach

Reasonable alternatives /
options identified

Outline reasons for approach to selection of alternatives

Outline reason for selecting
the preferred approach

tested in Part 3B of the SA
report.

boundaries established through the addendum SA work that was
completed for the WNJCS along with sites submitted through the call
for sites process at the 2012 SHLAA. This enabled comprehensive
coverage around Daventry Town. With respect of the rural areas no
sites have been assessed for residential development as the
residential requirement has been met therefore it is not considered
reasonable to appraise alternative sites because no allocations are
proposed.

assessments, location, capacity,
site visits and workshops with
stakeholders including agents
and landowners and balancing
this against identified issues and
constraints of each site. The
preferred approach was selected
following assessment of the sites
through the SA. The sites
selected were deemed to be
most developable based on
suitability, availability and
achievability. Site EC7 In
particular this was deemed to
have the least environmental
constraints associated with it.
EC9 was identified due to its
proximity to the strategic
transport network, the town and
an existing employment site. By
virtue of its location the site is a
gateway to the town and
presents an opportunity for
regeneration and renewal.

With regard to strategic employment areas, one potential alternative
is located near Watford village and Watford Gap Services, an
industrial employment area located just off the A5. However its
location is not considered to be sustainable as there are few services
and facilities and limited public transport. Therefore is not identified
as a reasonable alternative and has not been assessed.
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ANNEX A
RESULTS OF THE ASSESSMENT OF STRATEGY/POLICY OPTIONS
Table 2.1 in the main report sets out the reasons for selecting the alternatives tested and also explains which preferred approach has been selected for inclusion in the
Local Plan. As can be seen from Table 2.1 only one issue was highlighted as having a reasonable approach for testing and this was development in the open
countryside. The alternative approaches to this issue are assessed below.
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Issue / Option being assessed: Open Countryside
In addition to the criteria in paragraph 55 of the NPPF. We consider that development should only be allowed in the open countryside in the following circumstances.
Criteria
A. Re-use or conversion of existing buildings essential for the purposes of employment within the immediate vicinity of the site
B. The replacement of an existing dwelling
Other options
Introduce an Article 4 direction to remove permitted development rights for the conversion of agricultural buildings to residential and retail uses, in all or any parts of
the District
This has been compared to the option of not introducing an Article 4 Direction (keeping permitted development rights – shown as PDR in the column below).
SA objective
Impact of the
Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
options
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)

SO1a: Travel

Criteria

Art.4

PDR

0

+

-

Summary and comparison of options
The criteria will ensure that development does not occur in the countryside where there is poor access to services
(including health and education services). This should have a neutral effect on traffic and congestion. The
introduction of the Article 4 direction will be helpful in ensuring that there is not widespread conversion to residential
and retail in areas that are unsustainable in the open countryside. Conversely, not introducing an Article 4 direction
could lead to development that would not be considered sustainable against a range of SA objectives including issues
related to travel and congestion and depending on the location of the development this could be significantly
negative.
Mitigation / Enhancement: If the Article 4 direction is introduced it would be helpful to test whether it is more
acceptable in some areas and others and more specific mitigation measures will need to be considered to reduce the
unacceptable sustainability effects.

SO1b: Air and noise
pollution

0

0

-

Summary and comparison of options
The criteria will have a neutral effect on air and noise pollution because development should have a neutral effect on
traffic. The introduction of the Article 4 direction will be helpful in ensuring that there is not widespread conversion
to residential and retail causing issues related to traffic (and secondary effects on noise and air quality). Conversely,
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Issue / Option being assessed: Open Countryside
not introducing an Article 4 direction could lead to development that would not be considered sustainable against a
range of SA objectives including issues related to air and noise pollution.
Mitigation / Enhancement: See SO1a
SO2a: Archaeology
and cultural
heritage

+

+

-

SO3a: Habitats

0

+

-

SO4a: Crime and
community safety

0

0

0

The options would have no effect on this SA objective.

SO5a: Access to
education

+

+

-

Summary and comparison of options
The criteria will ensure that development does not occur in the countryside where there is poor access to services
(including health and education services). This should be positive for the SA objective. The introduction of the
Article 4 direction will be helpful in ensuring that there is not widespread conversion to residential and retail in areas
that are unsustainable in the open countryside and have poor access to services. Conversely, not introducing the
Article 4 direction could lead to development that would not have appropriate access to services and depending on
the location of the development this could be negative.

SO3b: Greenspace
SO3c: BAP habitats
SO3d:Nondesignated sites

SO5b: Sustainable
modes of travel to
education

Summary and comparison of options
Paragraph 55 of the NPPF states that development in the open countryside could be allowed where such
development would represent the optimal viable use of a heritage asset or would be appropriate enabling
development to secure the future of heritage assets. This will be positive for this SA objective. The introduction the
Article 4 direction will be helpful in ensuring that there is not widespread conversion to residential and retail in areas
that are unsustainable in the open countryside. Conversely, not introducing the Article 4 direction could lead to
development that would not be considered sustainable against a range of SA objectives and depending on the
location of the development this could be negative if there is widespread conversion to other uses.
Mitigation / Enhancement: See SO1a
Summary and comparison of options
The introduction the Article 4 direction will be helpful in ensuring that there is not widespread conversion to
residential and retail in areas that are unsustainable in the open countryside. Conversely, not introducing the Article
4 direction could lead to development that would not be considered sustainable against a range of SA objectives and
depending on the location of the development this could be negative if there is widespread conversion to other uses.

Mitigation / Enhancement: See SO1a
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Issue / Option being assessed: Open Countryside
SO6a: Energy
efficiency, low
carbon technologies
and adaptation

?

+

-

SO6b: Renewable
energy

Summary and comparison of options
Paragraph 55 of the NPPF states that development in the open countryside could be allowed where such
development would be of exceptional quality or of an innovative nature with regard to design. However, it is unclear
whether this refers to matters of sustainable design and construction. The introduction of the Article 4 direction will
be helpful in ensuring that there is not widespread conversion to residential and retail causing issues related to
traffic (and secondary effects on carbon emissions). Conversely, not introducing the Article 4 direction could lead to
development that would not be considered sustainable against a range of SA objectives including issues related to
transport related climate emissions and depending on the location of the development this could be negative.
Mitigation / Enhancement: Clarification regarding whether the application of Paragraph 55 of the NPPF would address
issues of sustainable design and construction would be helpful.

SO7a: Health and
health inequalities

+

+

-

See the assessment against SO5

SO8a: Access to
employment

+

+

+

Summary and comparison of options
The criteria will ensure that local needs for employment are met but in a way that does not compromise wider
sustainability objectives or lead to development that is in an unsustainable location with poor access to services.
This will be positive for the SA objective. It could be argued that the introduction of the Article 4 direction could be
detrimental to this SA objective as permitted development rights could lead to further employment development in
the countryside. However, the Council are proposing adding that the re-use or conversion of existing buildings
essential for the purposes of employment within the immediate vicinity of the site should be allowed so this effect
would be minimal. Permitted development rights could also be positive.

SO9a: Landscape

+

+

-

Mitigation / Enhancement: None
Summary and comparison of options
Paragraph 55 of the NPPF states that development in the open countryside could be allowed where such
development would be of exceptional quality or of an innovative nature with regard to design. Such development
should significantly enhance its immediate setting and be sensitive to the defining characteristics of the local area.
The introduction of the Article 4 direction will be helpful in ensuring that there is not widespread conversion to
residential and retail in areas which could negatively impact on landscape character in the open countryside. This
will be positive for this SA objective. Conversely, not introducing the Article 4 direction could lead to development
that would not be considered sustainable against a range of SA objectives including issues related to landscape
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Issue / Option being assessed: Open Countryside
quality and character and depending on the location of the development this could be negative if widespread
conversion takes place.
Mitigation / Enhancement: See SO1a
SO9b: Built
environment

+

+

-

Paragraph 55 of the NPPF states that development in the open countryside could be allowed where such
development would be truly outstanding or innovative, helping to raise standards of design. Such development
should reflect the highest standards in architecture, significantly enhance its immediate setting and be sensitive to
the defining characteristics of the local area. The introduction of the Article 4 direction will be helpful in ensuring
that there is not widespread conversion to residential and retail in areas that are out of character in the open
countryside. This will be positive for this SA objective. Conversely, not introducing the Article 4 direction could lead
to development that would not be considered sustainable against a range of SA objectives including issues related to
the built environment and depending on the location of the development this could be negative.

SO10a: Housing

+

+

-

SO11a: Access to
services
SO11b: Social
opportunities
SO12a: Land and
soil

+

+

-

See the assessment against SO5

0

0

0

The criteria would have no effect on this SA objective.

SO13a: Waste

0

0

0

The criteria would have no effect on this SA objective.

Mitigation / Enhancement: See SO1a
Summary and comparison of options
The criteria will ensure that local needs for housing and employment are met but in a way that does not compromise
wider sustainability objectives or lead to development that is in an unsustainable location with poor access to
services. Not introducing an Article 4 direction could lead to an increase in conversions to housing but not all of this
would be housing that meets the needs of local people. Planning permission would not be needed, thus removing
any controls that the Council has on the type of housing delivered. This could be negative if it leads to market
housing being developed that does not meet local need. Conversely introducing the Article 4 direction means that
the Council keeps control on the type of housing delivered.
Mitigation / Enhancement: None
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Issue / Option being assessed: Open Countryside
SO14a: Water
quality

0

0

0

The criteria would have no effect on this SA objective.

SO14b: Flooding

0

0

0

The criteria would have no effect on this SA objective.

SO14d: Strategic
flood risk
management
SO14c: Water use

?

0

0

See the assessment against SO6 with relation to the criteria. It is unclear whether Paragraph 55 of the NPPF refers
to matters of sustainable design and construction.
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ANNEX B
RESULTS OF THE ASSESSMENT OF SITE OPTIONS
The site assessments below are divided into:
• The assessment of 4 spatial approaches for Daventry town housing as shown in Figure 3.1;
• The assessment of 6 Daventry Central Area Sites;
• The assessment of a large number of defined housing and employment sites as shown in Figure 3.2.
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Issue / Option being assessed: Issue 13: Daventry Town Housing
What spatial approach is considered to be appropriate for the delivery of at least 511 dwellings to meet the needs of Daventry Town?
Options
A. Expansion to the South East
B. Expansion to the North
C. Expansion to the South/South West
D. Consolidate on existing sites and within the Town (Please note that this option is not sufficient to meet the residual requirement on its own)
SA objective
Impact of the options Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial
extent of potential impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
A
B
C
D
SO1a: Travel

0

0

0

?

As a result of its planned expansion in the 1960s and 1970s, Daventry is a compact town
with a relatively high capacity road network for cars and public transport. However, public
transport usage is currently very low and only 38% of residents in Daventry work within 5km
of home2.
Option A – Transport statistics for Daventry do not indicate the A45 (London Road) as an
existing traffic hotspot, with average daily traffic flows not exceeding the LAQM guidance of
10,000. Therefore, it is considered unlikely that Option A would contribute to congestion. In
addition, the site is on existing public transport routes so the impact has been assessed as
neutral.
Option B - Transport statistics for Daventry do not indicate the A361 as an existing traffic
hotspot, with average daily traffic flows not exceeding the LAQM guidance of 10,000.
Therefore, it is considered unlikely that Option B would contribute to congestion. In addition,
the site is on existing public transport routes so the impact has been assessed as neutral.
Option C – Transport statistics for Daventry do not indicate the A45/A361 (London Road) as
an existing traffic hotspot, with average daily traffic flows not exceeding the LAQM guidance
of 10,000. Therefore, it is considered unlikely that Option C would contribute to congestion.
In addition, the site is on existing public transport routes so the impact has been assessed as
neutral.
Option D – The delivery of Option D would contribute to reducing the need to travel due to
the creation of new housing on existing sites, including within the town. However, it is

2

West Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring Report 2013/14
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Issue / Option being assessed: Issue 13: Daventry Town Housing
recognised that this option is not sufficient to meet the residual requirement on its own.
Therefore, an uncertain effect has been recorded.
Mitigation / Enhancement: Additional public transport provision should be provided to meet
the potential increased demand.
SO1b: Air and noise pollution

0

0

0

0

There are no AQMAs in the Daventry district. There have been no congestion studies carried
out in Daventry, and noise pollution information was not available.
Option A / B / C – No significant air and noise pollution impacts are anticipated through
development in these areas.
Option D – The delivery of Option D would contribute to reducing the need to travel.
Mitigation / Enhancement: None

SO2a: Archaeology and cultural heritage

-

-

-

-

Daventry town retains its historic core, which benefits from Conservation Area designation
and includes many listed buildings. There are also important historical and archaeological
sites around Daventry including historic outlying villages.
Option A – No significant impact on cultural heritage is anticipated through development to
the south east. However, it is recognised that Borough Hill Scheduled Ancient Monument,
and Burnt Walls Scheduled Ancient Monument lie on the eastern edge of Daventry’s urban
area.
Option B – Daventry Country Park Conservation Area and the Grand Union Canal
Conservation Area lie to the north of Daventry, and development of Option B may have
potential impacts on the settings of these features.
Option C – South of Daventry, there are a number of listed buildings, particularly clustered
within Newnham and Staverton, and development in this area may have potential impacts on
their setting.
Option D – Daventry town centre is designated as a Conservation Area and contains a
number of listed buildings, and development in this area may have impacts on the setting of
these features. Development on existing sites outside of the town centre is less likely to
have an impact on archaeological and cultural heritage features.
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Issue / Option being assessed: Issue 13: Daventry Town Housing
Mitigation / Enhancement: Any potential impacts on the setting cultural heritage features
should be identified through more detailed assessment and mitigation measures
implemented as appropriate.
SO3a: Habitats

-

-

-

0

SO3b: Greenspace
SO3c: BAP habitats

Option A –Borough Hill Local Wildlife Site is located to the east, and provides important green
infrastructure in terms of ecological connectivity. Development of Option A would have
potential for impact in terms of fragmentation of habitat.
Option B – The Grand Union Canal, to the north of Daventry, is recognised as a wildlife
corridor and development of Option B would have the potential for impact in terms of
disturbance to wildlife.

SO3d:Non-designated sites

Option C – South of Daventry, there is currently an area of publicly accessible greenspace,
while to the south west of the town is a cluster of Local Wildlife Sites which constrain
development between Daventry and the village of Staverton. Development of Option C
would have the potential for impact in terms of fragmentation of habitat.
Option D – A neutral impact is identified in relation to development on existing sites,
although it is recognised that such development may have the potential to enhance the
provision of green space.
Mitigation / Enhancement: Any new development should incorporate green infrastructure into
the design, in order to create green corridors, and links with the wider countryside.
SO4a: Crime and community safety

0

0

0

0

The regeneration and revitalisation of Daventry is the principal goal of the town’s masterplan.
There are various redevelopment proposals for the town centre, while the urban area
surrounding the town is largely comprised of modern mid-20th century housing development.
Crime has reduced by 8% in the period 2012-20133.
Option A / B / C – Development of Option A, B or C would be consistent with this objective,
provided that this includes consideration of security in design and incorporation of leisure
facilities and connectivity to the wider countryside and to the town centre.

3

West Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring Report 2013/14
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Issue / Option being assessed: Issue 13: Daventry Town Housing
Option D – Development of Option D would have the potential to improve community safety
through the introduction of improved community safety measures into the town centre.
Mitigation / Enhancement: Any new development should incorporate secured by design
features, including links to the wider countryside and/or town centre.
SO5a: Access to education

+

+

+

+

SO5b: Sustainable modes of travel to
education

Daventry's secondary and tertiary education facilities are not sufficient to meet its needs and
students are transported elsewhere. The District has a high percentage of people with no
qualifications (18%), 8% higher than the National average, and is below the National
average in attaining 5+ GCSEs at A-G Grade. All of the growth options would have the
potential to provide improved educational facilities.
Mitigation / Enhancement: any new development should incorporate new accessible
educational infrastructure, as required.

SO6a: Energy efficiency, low carbon
technologies and adaptation

0

0

0

0

SO6b: Renewable energy

All of the growth options would have the potential to incorporate low carbon technologies and
energy efficiency measures. No areas of flood risk are identified on any of the development
option sites; therefore, no locational-specific climate change adaptation measures would be
required.
Mitigation / Enhancement: any new development should incorporate low carbon technologies
and energy efficiency measures, where possible.

SO7a: Health and health inequalities

+

+

+

0

Option A - Daventry Country Park, to the east of the urban area, is one of the main strategic
green spaces in Daventry and development to the south east of Daventry could be linked to
this area, providing health benefits.
Option B – The Grand Union Canal, to the north of the urban area, is one of the main
strategic green spaces in Daventry and development to the north of Daventry could be linked
to this area, providing health benefits.
Option C – Staverton Sports Park and Golf Club, on the south west side of Daventry, could be
linked to development to the south and south west, providing health benefits.
Option D – A neutral impact is predicted in relation to development on existing sites,
although it is recognised that development outside the town centre could be linked to the
wider countryside.
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Issue / Option being assessed: Issue 13: Daventry Town Housing
Mitigation / Enhancement: Any new development should incorporate green infrastructure into
the design, in order to create green corridors and links with the wider countryside.
SO8a: Access to employment

++

++

0

+

Daventry town's employment space is dominated by industrial and warehouse floorspace in a
small number of large industrial/ commercial estates to the north-west and south-east of the
town in need of investment and renewal.
Option A – Development in this area would ensure good access to existing employment areas
to the south-east of the town and may provide the opportunity to assist in regeneration of
the area.
Option B - Development in this area would ensure good access to existing employment areas
to the north-west of the town and may provide the opportunity to assist in regeneration of
the area.
Option C - Development in this area would provide no benefits in terms of access to existing
employment areas and reduction of travel distances to work.
Option D – Development in this area may assist in reducing travel distances to work in the
town centre.
Mitigation / Enhancement: Public transport improvement should be incorporated into any
new development proposals in locations where existing public transport is poor.

SO9a: Landscape

-

-

-

0

Option A - To the south east, there are areas of high sensitivity landscape, including Borough
Hill and its setting, and the villages of Newnham, Dodford and Norton and their settings.
Development of Option A may adversely affect these landscapes.
Option B – To the north, there are areas of high sensitivity landscape, associated with the
Grand Union Canal, and the valley to the south east of Braunston. Development of Option B
may adversely affect these landscapes.
Option C – To the south and south west there are areas of high sensitivity landscape,
associated with the Conservation Areas of Staverton and Newnham, and the slopes that fall
towards the Leam Valley. Development of Option C may adversely affect these landscapes.
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Issue / Option being assessed: Issue 13: Daventry Town Housing
Option D – A neutral impact on landscapes around Daventry is anticipated from development
of Option D.
Mitigation / Enhancement: any new development should consider the existing character,
form and pattern of the surrounding area. Appropriate site screening should be incorporated
where potential significant impacts on the surrounding landscape are predicted.
SO9b: Built environment

+

+

+

+

The current masterplan recommends that high quality public spaces and buildings should be
set around water basins which will be used for short and long term canal boat moorings and
connected to the Grand Union Canal to the north.
All of the development options would provide the opportunity to enhance the form and design
of the existing built environment within Daventry town. Therefore, a positive impact is
identified.

SO10a: Housing

++

++

++

+

Options A, B and C – A need for 511 additional dwellings has been identified, as detailed
above, and any of Options A, B and C would be sufficient alone to meet this need. Therefore,
they have been scored as significant positive.
Option D – Option D alone would not be sufficient to meet the identified housing need in
Daventry. Therefore, it has been scored as minor positive.
Mitigation / Enhancement: sufficient affordable housing should be provided in order to meet
the requirements of local people.

SO11a: Access to services
SO11b: Social opportunities

0

0

0

+

Options A, B and C – Development on either of these sites would need to include new
community and social infrastructure, as appropriate. In addition, further public transport
measures would need to be incorporated in order to promote sustainable travel.
Option D – Development of Option D would ensure good access to existing services within
the town centre.
Mitigation / Enhancement: Option D alone will not be sufficient to meet the identified housing
need; therefore, new development on any of Options A, B or C should ensure provision of
new community and social infrastructure, as appropriate, as well as public transport
provision.
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Issue / Option being assessed: Issue 13: Daventry Town Housing
SO12a: Land and soil

0

-

-

-

Option A – Land to the south east of Daventry is classified as Grade 3 agricultural land;
development in this area would be on greenfield land.
Option B - Land to the north of Daventry is classified as Grade 3 agricultural land, with
smaller pockets of Grade 2 agricultural land. Development in this area would be on
greenfield land.
Option C -Land to the south and south west of Daventry is classified as Grade 3 agricultural
land, and a small part of this area is designated as a Mineral Safeguarding Area (MSA) for
sand and gravel extraction. Development in this area would be constrained by the MSA.
Option D – Development of Option D would provide opportunity for development on
brownfield sites and, potential for remediation of contaminated sites. However, Option D
cannot meet the housing requirement alone and additional potential greenfield sites may be
needed. Therefore a minor negative impact has been identified.
Mitigation / Enhancement: new development within Daventry town centre should be located
on brownfield sites where possible.

SO13a: Waste

0

0

0

0

All of the development options would be integrated with existing waste management and
recycling measures, and may help to enhance these. A neutral impact is identified.

SO14a: Water quality

0

0

0

0

No differentiators are identified

SO14b: Flooding

0

0

0

0

No existing areas of flood risk in Daventry are identified by the Environment Agency flood
mapping4; therefore, no differentiators are identified

0

0

0

0

No differentiators are identified

SO14d: Strategic flood risk management
SO14c: Water use

4

http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?x=357683.0&y=355134.0&scale=1&layerGroups=default&ep=map&textonly=off&lang=_e&topic=floodmap#x=457505&y=262387&lg=1,2,10,&scale=8, accessed

08/02/16
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Issue / Option being assessed: Issue 10: Daventry Central Area Sites
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site

1
2
3
4
5
6

-

Identify site as a site with planning permission for retail and an allocation for town centre retail
Identify potential for refurbishment of the bus station and potential further retail.
Allocate for a range of uses including housing, leisure etc. to create vibrant location around a waterspace.
No need for any specific designations/allocations in the plan.
Identify as a site with planning permission for a foodstore and bulky goods retail
Identify as a site with existing educational uses and planning permission for a special school

Site 4 has not been assessed as there is no need for allocation within the plan. Site 5 and 6 have been granted planning permission so have not been assessed
separately as part of this assessment. However, issues related to cumulative assessment have been identified in the assessment in Section 3.4 of the report. This
will highlight any potential risks if a number of sites are developed (including sites 5 and 6)
SA objective

SO1a: Travel

Impact of the options
1
2
3
4
5
0

++

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature
and spatial extent of potential impacts, probability, duration, frequency
and reversibility)

6

+

Summary and comparison of options:
Site 1 – The site is located in the centre of Daventry, within walking distance of
the bus station, and new retail development would be integrated with existing
town centre uses. However, it is recognised that this may increase traffic in the
town centre; therefore, a neutral impact is identified.
Site 2 – The site lies adjacent to the existing bus station, in the centre of
Daventry. Refurbishment of the bus station would enhance public transport
provision and new retail development would also be easily accessible; therefore, a
significant positive impact is identified.
Site 3 – A new waterspace with a range of uses has the potential to create a focus
for informal recreational uses at the edge of the town centre and add a tourist
attraction to Daventry5. This would also increase the need for improved public
transport in this area of Daventry; therefore a positive impact is identified.

5

Taken from Daventry Town Centre Vision 2021 (2004)
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Issue / Option being assessed: Issue 10: Daventry Central Area Sites
Mitigation / Enhancement: public transport improvement should be incorporated
into any new development proposals in locations where existing public transport is
poor.
SO1b: Air and noise pollution

?

?

?

Summary and comparison of options:
Site 1 – There are no AQMAs in Daventry town centre; however, it is not known
whether the new retail development would include late-night uses (which may
create additional noise sources). Therefore, an uncertain impact is identified.
Site 2 - There are no AQMAs in Daventry town centre; however, and it is not
known whether the new retail development would include late-night uses (which
may create additional noise sources). Therefore, an uncertain impact is identified.
Site 3 - There are no AQMAs in Daventry town centre; however, and it is not
known whether the new retail development would include late-night uses (which
may create additional noise sources). Therefore, an uncertain impact is identified.
Mitigation / Enhancement: If any of the new developments do include late night
uses an appropriate noise assessment will need to be undertaken. This should
take into account the effect of all the potential developments in the central area

SO2a: Archaeology and cultural heritage

-

-

+

Summary and comparison of options:
Site 1 – Most of the site lies within Daventry Town Centre Conservation Area, and
there are a number of listed buildings located along the High Street. A potential
negative on the setting of these features is identified.
Site 2 – The site lies within Daventry Town Centre Conservation Area and there
are various listed buildings located on Daventry High Street, the closest of which
lies adjacent to the site, at 15 High Street. A potential negative on the setting of
these features is identified.
Site 3 – The site has historical interest in that it incorporates a canal ‘cut’ which
was first authorised by Parliament in 17936. The development proposals would

6

Taken from Daventry Town Centre Vision 2021 (2004)
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Issue / Option being assessed: Issue 10: Daventry Central Area Sites
enhance this heritage feature and would also allow for a linkage to the Grand
Union Canal to be provided; therefore, a positive impact is identified.
Mitigation / Enhancement: New retail development on Site 1 would need to be
sensitively designed, such that it relates to the surrounding listed buildings and
conservation area.
SO3a: Habitats

-

0

++

Summary and comparison of options:

SO3b: Greenspace

Site 1 – Mature trees within the site include a lime tree, two sycamore trees with
extensive ivy cover and a mulberry tree, all of which are subject to Tree
Preservation Orders. An ecological assessment has confirmed that the site is not
of ecological value, although there is evidence to suggest that it is used by bats
for foraging7. A potential negative impact on foraging bats and on-site trees is
identified.

SO3c: BAP habitats
SO3d:Non-designated sites

Site 2 – It is understood that the site is currently comprised of buildings and
hardstanding only; therefore a neutral impact is identified.
Site 3 – The creation of a linkage to the Grand Union Canal would extend an
existing green corridor; therefore a significant positive impact is identified.
Mitigation / Enhancement: Any new development should incorporate
improvements to the public realm, including landscape planting and screening.
SO4a: Crime and community safety

+

+

+

Summary and comparison of options:
Site 1 – New retail development on the site would provide the opportunity to
provide a new area of high quality public realm, which would contribute to
improving community safety; therefore, a positive impact is identified.
Site 2 – Redevelopment of the bus station is likely to improve community safety,
and may provide opportunity for enhanced public realm; therefore, a positive
impact is identified.

7

Taken from Alliance Planning (Nov 2012) Planning Statement for Site 1, Land to North of High Street, Daventry Town Centre
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Site 3 – The redevelopment of this site would improve the public realm and assist
in the re-generation of Daventry by creating a new tourist attraction; therefore, a
positive impact is identified.
Mitigation / Enhancement: None
SO5a: Access to education

0

0

0

Summary and comparison of options:

SO5b: Sustainable modes of travel to
education

Site 1 – A neutral impact is identified. The site will not increase access to
education.
Site 2 - A neutral impact is identified. The site will not increase access to
education.
Site 3 - A neutral impact is identified. The site will not increase access to
education.
Mitigation / Enhancement: None

SO6a: Energy efficiency, low carbon
technologies and adaptation

+

+

+

Summary and comparison of options:
Site 1 – It is anticipated that any new development on the site would be designed
in accordance with current building standards, including energy efficiency
measures outlined within Daventry District Council Energy & Efficiency
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD); a positive impact is identified.

SO6b: Renewable energy

Site 2 - It is anticipated that any new development on the site would be designed
in accordance with current building standards, including energy efficiency
measures outlined within Daventry District Council Energy & Efficiency SPD; a
positive impact is identified.
Site 3 - It is anticipated that any new development on the site would be designed
in accordance with current building standards, including energy efficiency
measures outlined within Daventry District Council Energy & Efficiency SPD; a
positive impact is identified.
Mitigation / Enhancement: None
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SO7a: Health and health inequalities

-

0

+

Summary and comparison of options:
Site 1 – It is understood that a health centre is currently located on the site8, and
the redevelopment proposals do not include this; therefore a negative impact is
identified.
Site 2 – A neutral impact is identified
Site 3 – The redevelopment of the site to include a range of uses, including leisure
and waterspace, is likely to lead to improvements in health as new footpaths and
other recreational opportunities will be created. In addition, the site is located in
close proximity to Daventry Country Park, and its redevelopment will enhance
existing linkages to this location; therefore, a positive impact is identified.
Mitigation / Enhancement: new development proposal should incorporate
footpaths and walkways, where possible.

SO8a: Access to employment

++

++

++

Summary and comparison of options:
Site 1 – The site is highly permeable and accessible from Millennium Way, North
Street, High Street and Chapel Lane. Vehicular access to the site is from
Millennium Way, and the site lies within walking distance of the bus station. Retail
development on the site would provide employment opportunities in a highly
accessible location; therefore, a significant positive impact is identified.
Site 2 – The redevelopment of the bus station would contribute to enhanced travel
provision, improving access to town-centre employment opportunities. In
addition, new retail development would provide employment opportunities;
therefore, a significant positive impact is identified.
Site 3 – The redevelopment of the site for a range of uses would provide
employment opportunities, while the creation of a new tourist attraction would
enhance the town of Daventry and may, in turn, promote further investment;
therefore, a significant positive impact is identified.

8

Taken from Alliance Planning (Nov 2012) Planning Statement for Site 1, Land to North of High Street, Daventry Town Centre
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Mitigation / Enhancement: None
SO9a: Landscape

+

+

+

Summary and comparison of options:
Site 1 – The site currently comprises retail premises, the Daventry Library, a
health care centre and surface level car parking, comprised of hardstanding and
some amenity planting. The library building is not listed and a heritage
assessment has concluded that its architecture is not of significant value 9. New
retail development on the site would provide the opportunity for a new area of
high quality public realm; therefore, a positive townscape impact is identified.
Site 2 – A refurbished bus station along with new retail development on the site
would provide the opportunity for a new area of high quality public realm;
therefore, a positive townscape impact is identified.
Site 3 – A positive impact is identified, as the redevelopment of this site would
enhance its existing distinctiveness and enable existing heritage features to be
conserved and enhanced.
Mitigation / Enhancement: New retail development on Site 1 should incorporate
improvements to the public realm, including amenity planting.

SO9b: Built environment

+

+

+

Summary and comparison of options:
Site 1 – New retail development would provide the opportunity to improve the
existing character of the site; therefore, a positive townscape impact is identified.
Site 2 - A refurbished bus station along with new retail development would
provide the opportunity to improve the existing character of the site; therefore, a
positive townscape impact is identified.
Site 3 – The proposed mixed use development would provide the opportunity to
improve the existing character of the site; therefore, a positive townscape impact
is identified

9

Taken from Alliance Planning (Nov 2012) Planning Statement for Site 1, Land to North of High Street, Daventry Town Centre
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Mitigation / Enhancement: New development should aim to improve the existing
character of each site, and enhance the existing townscape as much as possible.
SO10a: Housing

0

0

0

Summary and comparison of options:
None of the sites are allocated for housing so the score against this objective is
neutral

SO11a: Access to services
SO11b: Social opportunities

+

+

+

Summary and comparison of options:
Site 1 – The site is located in the centre of Daventry, with good access to existing
services and social opportunities. New retail development would enhance existing
provision; therefore, a positive impact is identified.
Site 2 - The redevelopment of the bus station would contribute to enhanced travel
provision, improving access to town-centre services; therefore, a positive impact
is identified.
Site 3 – The redevelopment proposal include new leisure and recreational land
uses; therefore, this will enhance existing service provision in this respect and a
positive impact is identified.
Mitigation / Enhancement: None

SO12a: Land and soil

+

+

-

Summary and comparison of options:
Site 1 – The site is identified as a brownfield site; therefore, a positive impact is
identified in relation to redevelopment on this site.
Site 2 - The site is identified as a brownfield site; therefore, a positive impact is
identified in relation to redevelopment on this site.
Site 3 - The site is identified as a greenfield site; therefore, a negative impact is
identified in relation to redevelopment on this site.
Mitigation/Enhancement: None

SO13a: Waste

0

0

0

Summary and comparison of options:
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Site 1 – A neutral impact is identified in relation to waste. The site will not have an
influence with regard to waste generation and management.
Site 2 - A neutral impact is identified in relation to waste. As above
Site 3 - A neutral impact is identified in relation to waste. As above
Mitigation / Enhancement: None
SO14a: Water quality

0

0

0

Summary and comparison of options:
Site 1 – A neutral impact is identified in relation to water. The site will not have an
influence with regard to water quality.
Site 2 - A neutral impact is identified in relation to water. As above
Site 3 - A neutral impact is identified in relation to water. As above
Mitigation / Enhancement: None

SO14b: Flooding

0

0

0

Summary and comparison of options:

SO14d: Strategic flood risk management

Site 1 – The site is located within Environmental Agency Flood Zone 1, where the
probability of flooding is low; as such, a neutral impact is identified
Site 2 - The site is located within Environmental Agency Flood Zone 1, where the
probability of flooding is low; as such, a neutral impact is identified
Site 3 - The site is located within Environmental Agency Flood Zone 1, where the
probability of flooding is low; as such, a neutral impact is identified
Mitigation / Enhancement: None

SO14c: Water use

0

0

0

Summary and comparison of options:
Site 1 – A neutral impact is identified. The site will not have an influence with
regard to water quality.
Site 2 - A neutral impact is identified. The site will not have an influence with
regard to water quality.
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Site 3 - A neutral impact is identified. The site will not have an influence with
regard to water quality.
Mitigation / Enhancement: None
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INDIVIDUAL SITE ASSESSMENTS
Site 019
SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise
SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of people
who are affected by air and noise
pollution

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
Summary:
The site is located on the outskirts of Daventry. There is an access road leading into the site from the A45
to the north enabling easy connections into Daventry and the wider strategic road network. The north
western corner of the site is currently developed, comprising an ‘Intapart’ a car recycling centre, garden
centre and a kennels with associated areas of car parking and hardstanding which could result in noise
disturbance for residents. The southern part of the site comprises arable fields.
The sites eastern corner borders a minor road leading to Daventry Road linking the village of Newnham to
the south with the A45. Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network
with secondary effects on noise/air quality, although effects would be minimised by the sites good
connectivity to strategic routes.
The northern part of the site buffers the A45 which could result in noise disturbance for residents in the
north of the site; therefore a minor negative effect in relation to noise is likely. Development at the site
could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in secondary effects on air
quality and noise at certain points on the road network. This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of
traffic on the local road network.
In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is identified for air quality and
noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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A Transport assessment will be required prior to development and the noise and air quality assessments
could include consideration of key pinch points on the local road network. The Transport Assessment will
include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved
bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.

2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

-

Summary:
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows numerous historic Environment Assets located within
and close to the site boundary including; old Stratford to Dunchruch Turnpike, a late Saxon Charter
Boundary, Daventry Brickwork Field, John of Guant’s Castle Manor House and a Medieval Deer park.

SO2a: Protect and enhance designated
and undesignated heritage assets and
their setting, including listed buildings,
scheduled monuments, registered
parks and gardens, registered
battlefields, conservation areas and
other archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

There are no Listed Buildings on the site. The closest Listed Building is located 1.1km to the north west at
Daventry Hospital. It is noted that Daventry town centre Conservation Area is located 1.4km to the north
of this site.
This site lies approximately 800m to the south of Borough Hill Scheduled Monument and 50m to the south
of the ‘Burnt Walls’ earthworks. Development at the site could impact directly on archaeological and
cultural heritage features associated with Burnt Wall.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
See SO9: Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats, the
integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and conservation
status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs show a mix of habitats on site mainly comprising scrubland and arable fields.
Approximately 40% of the site is currently developed. The developed area to the north northern corner of
the site is not considered to offer significant wildlife value.
There are no Potential Wildlife Sites located on site, the closest is approximately 150m to the north.
There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat Regulations
Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next plan making
stage. The closest SSSI (Badby Wood) is located 2.7km south of the site. The site is located
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stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal

approximately 1.8km south of Daventry Country Park Local Nature Reserve. The Nene Valley Nature
Improvement Area is located approximately1.4km to the south of the site.

SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats within
the area

Overall, development of the site would result in a minor loss of habitats however these could be offset or
mitigate for in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.

SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

Potential mitigation / enhancement:

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.

If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.

4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community safety,
reduce crime and the fear of crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training
SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning
SO5b: Promote sustainable modes of
travel to access education

+

Summary:
The site is located on the outskirts of Daventry and is bound by the A45 to the north enabling easy
connections into Daventry and the wider strategic road network. The site is well connected to sustainable
transport modes with a bus route running along the A425 and A45 and shared pedestrian cycle ways
located opposite the A425 to the north of the site.
The site is located on the outskirts of Daventry, however there are numerous schools located within 2km
of the site connected to the site by bus, cycle and pedestrian routes.
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It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools
within Daventry.
6. Energy and climatic factors

0

Summary:

SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.

SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and reduce
health inequalities

+

Summary:
The site is located on the outskirts of Daventry and is bound by the A45 to the north enabling easy
connections into Daventry and the wider strategic road network. The site is well connected to sustainable
transport modes with a bus route running along the A425 and A45 and shared pedestrian cycle ways
located opposite the A425 to the north of the site. The national cycle network route is located
approximately 600m to the west of the site.
Danetre Hospital is located approximately 900m to the north west of this site. It is assumed that all of the
site options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or
the expansion of existing facilities.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
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planning policy. It is assumed that all of the site options would include the provision of new healthcare
facilities to support the growing population, or the expansion of existing facilities.
In conclusion, overall a minor positive effect is identified for health and leisure facilities.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
8. Labour market and economy

0

Summary:
The north western corner of the site is currently developed, comprising an ‘Intapart’ a car recycling centre,
garden centre and a kennels. In addition the site is situated to the south of High March and Long March
Industrial Estates. There are good transport links from the site into the centre of Daventry.

SO8a: Improve access to employment
opportunities

It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
A neutral effect is identified overall for labour market and economy as there will be loss of current
employment (hotel/Intrapart/garden centre) but potential for new employment opportunities.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features within
them are conserved and enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design of
the built environment

--

Summary:
The site falls within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character Area, an area of
fragmented parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography, medieval and later
fields and nucleated villages. The north of the site is currently developed and therefore, redevelopment
may not have a detrimental effect on the landscape at this location.
The site is located within a Special Landscape Area. The site is located within the Northamptonshire
Uplands National Character Area.
Development of this site could contribute to settlement coalescence as the site would extend towards the
village of Newnham to the south to create an almost continuous urban area, however the current
topography of the site would likely act as a barrier to development within the northern area of the site.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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The effects on landscape could be in part mitigated by sensitive architecture and landscaping, and by low
density housing.
10. Material assets

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.

SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of the
local people

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
11. Population and social
deprivation

Summary:
0/?

The site is located within Daventry 008D, ranked among the 10% most deprived LSOAs in the county.

SO11a: Ensure good access to services
SO11b: To reduce spatial inequalities
in social opportunities

The site is relatively close to the centre of Daventry and is adequately served by the local transport
network. The site currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale. Access to
services and spatial distribution of inequalities and social opportunities would primarily be driven by the
development design, housing mix and provision of local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s
location.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.

12. Soil, geology and land use
SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

0

A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities.
Summary:
The bedrock at the site is Whitby Mudstone Formation – Mudstone, defined as non-aquifer. There are no
superficial deposits recorded at the site.
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The site is currently developed in part. The Northamptonshire mapping shows a filling station to be
present to the north west of the site associated with the current hotel development. There are no records
of landfill at the site. Other risks such as geohazards and/or UXO may be present at the site but cannot be
assessed at this stage.
This site is urban land according to ALC mapping, the site is developed to the north and land surrounding
the site to the north of the A45 and the east is developed.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies should be undertaken to ascertain the risk of contamination.
13: Waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is currently developed in part and so could present opportunity for re-use of materials in
construction.

SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable management
of waste

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use

0

Summary:
There is one small drain shown on site. Running from the current development in the north to the east of
the site. The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming
incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site
be developed.
The site is not shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. EA surface water maps show
area surrounding the current development and the drain to the north of the site to be at high probability
of surface water flooding.
The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming
incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site
be developed.
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SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River Nene
and Great Ouse CFMPs

It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified as
an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the pressure
on available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building Regulations.
Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110 litres per person
per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.

Site 019b
SA objective

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects

Evidence
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1: Air Quality and Noise

+/-

Summary:
The site is located detached from the urban edge of Daventry, bordered along its northern boundary by
the A45. The site is well connected to sustainable transport modes with several bus routes running along
the A45 and its junction with the A425, approximately 450m west of the site. However, there is no
existing pedestrian access along the A45 from the site.

SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of people
who are affected by air and noise
pollution

The site is bordered directly on all other sides by farmland, but there are industrial/commercial land uses
located approximately 150m to the east and north. The sites eastern corner borders a minor road (Poets
Way) linking the village of Newnham to the south with the A45. Development at the site could result in
traffic impacts on the local road network with secondary effects on noise/air quality, although effects
would be minimised by the sites good connectivity to strategic routes.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA.
Aerial photographs also show a scrambler track located approximately 300m north of the site, which could
be a source of noise and air pollution (dust in particular) for the site.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to experience some degree of noise and air pollution from the Adjacent
A45 and nearby land uses. Development of the site for housing is unlikely to result in secondary air quality
and noise effects as a result of traffic on the local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor
positive and minor negative) impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:

2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage
SO2a: Protect and enhance designated
and undesignated heritage assets and
their setting, including listed buildings,
scheduled monuments, registered
parks and gardens, registered

-

A Transport assessment will be required prior to development and the noise and air quality assessments
could include consideration of key pinch points on the local road network. The Transport Assessment will
include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved
bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
Summary:
This site lies within 50m of Burnt Walls earthworks Scheduled Monument, located to the north of the A45,
and 800m of Borough Hill Scheduled Monument. There are no Listed Buildings within the vicinity of the
site.
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows several historic Environment Assets located within the
site boundary including; a Later Saxon Charter Boundary, the Old Stratford to Dunchurch Turnpike
forming the sites northern boundary.
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battlefields, conservation areas and
other archaeological sites,
monuments, structures, buildings and
historic landscapes

Development at the site could impact directly on archaeological and cultural heritage features associated
with on site and nearby recorded heritage assets, although the majority of the site area has no recorded
features.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
See SO9: Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats, the
integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and conservation
status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal
SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats within
the area
SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs and OS maps show the site to comprise a field made up of grazing pasture, bordered
to the north by continuous hedgerow and mature trees along the A45. The remaining site boundaries are
located part way within the field. There are no watercourses or ponds shown on or adjacent to the site.
The grassland and boundary features may be of some value for wildlife at the site or local scale.
There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat Regulations
Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next plan making
stage. There are no SSSIs within the vicinity of the site, the closest being situated more than 3km to the
south west (Badby Wood). The site is located approximately 2km south of Daventry Country Park Local
Nature Reserve. The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area is located approximately 1.26km to the south
of the site.
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows no Local Wildlife Sites or Potential Wildlife Sites on or
near the site.
Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats and net biodiversity loss which may be
difficult to offset or mitigate for within the confines of the site.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
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It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.
4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community safety,
reduce crime and the fear of crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training
SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning
SO5b: Promote sustainable modes of
travel to access education

+

Summary:
The site is located detached from the urban edge of Daventry, bordered along its northern boundary by
the A45. The site is well connected to sustainable transport modes with several bus routes running along
the A45 and its junction with the A425, approximately 450m west of the site. However, there is no
existing pedestrian access along the A45 from the site.
The site is located on the outskirts of Daventry, however there are numerous schools located within 2km
of the site connected to the site by bus, cycle and pedestrian routes. There is also a primary school at
Newnham, located 1.4km to the south.
It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
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6. Energy and climatic factors

0

SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.

SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and reduce
health inequalities

+

Summary:
The site is located detached from the urban edge of Daventry, bordered along its northern boundary by
the A45. The site is well connected to sustainable transport modes with several bus routes running along
the A45 and its junction with the A425, approximately 450m west of the site. However, there is no
existing pedestrian access along the A45 from the site.
There are no public rights of way located on or near the site and pedestrian access to the surrounding
countryside is limited. There are leisure facilities located within Daventry to the west of the site, connected
by bus routes.
Danetre Hospital is located approximately 1.2km to the west of this site. It is assumed that all of the site
options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the
expansion of existing facilities.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy. It is assumed that all of the site options would include the provision of new healthcare
facilities to support the growing population, or the expansion of existing facilities.
In conclusion, overall a minor positive effect is identified for health and leisure facilities.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
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8. Labour market and economy

+

Summary:
The site is situated close to to High March and Long March Industrial Estates and is served by major
transport routes and several bus routes.

SO8a: Improve access to employment
opportunities

It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, overall a minor positive effect is identified for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape

-

Summary:
The site is located within the Nene Valley: Dodford to Olney Historic Landscape Character Area,
characterised by the river valley, surrounding mostly modern fields and by nucleated villages. The site,
although close to industrial land uses, is rural.

SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features within
them are conserved and enhanced

Borough Hill Scheduled Monument to the north of the site is a prominent feature within the local landscape
and with an elevation of over 200m can be seen from a significant distance in all directions, including the
River Nene Valley to the east. The Burnt Walls Scheduled monument is located to the north of the site.
Development of the site could affect views from the Scheduled Monuments, and affect their setting, as
well as the wider historic landscape and landscape character.

SO9b: Enhance the form and design of
the built environment

The site is located within the Northamptonshire Uplands National Character Area.
Development of this site could contribute to settlement coalescence as the site would extend towards the
village of Newnham to the south to create an almost continuous urban area, however the current
topography of the site would likely act as a barrier to development within the northern area of the site.
In conclusion, overall a minor negative effect is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
The effects on landscape could be in part mitigated by sensitive architecture and landscaping, and by low
density housing.
10. Material assets
SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of the
local people

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
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assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
11. Population and social
deprivation

Summary:
0/?

The site is located within Daventry 010A, ranked among the 30% least deprived LSOAs in the county.

SO11a: Ensure good access to services
SO11b: To reduce spatial inequalities
in social opportunities

The site is relatively close to the centre of Daventry and is adequately served by the local transport
network. The site currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale. Access to
services and spatial distribution of inequalities and social opportunities would primarily be driven by the
development design, housing mix and provision of local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s
location.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.

12. Soil, geology and land use
SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

-

A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities.
Summary:
The bedrock at the site is Northampton Sand Formation – Sandstone, Limestone and Ironstone, defined as
non aquifer. The site is predominantly rural and therefore undeveloped, and there are no records of landfill
at the site, therefore risks from contamination are likely to be low. Other risks such as geohazards and/or
UXO may be present at the site but cannot be assessed at this stage.
This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality. The site is
primarily greenfield (aside from a small number of isolated buildings).
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land is likely to be difficult.
13: Waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is a greenfield site so presents little to no opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.

SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable management
of waste

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters

0

Summary:
There are no known watercourse on site, there is however a small drain shown to the west of the site in
an adjacent field.

SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding

The site and its immediate surrounds and downstream watercourses are not shown to be at risk of fluvial
flooding according to EA maps. EA surface water maps show the large majority of the site to be at very
low probability of flooding, with a small area to the north west corner shown to be at high probability of
surface water flooding. The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ).
Assuming incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely
should the site be developed.

SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use

It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.

SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River Nene
and Great Ouse CFMPs

Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified as
an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the pressure
on available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building Regulations.
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Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110 litres per person
per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk. Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed
with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.
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Site 098
SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise
SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of people
who are affected by air and noise
pollution

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
-

Evidence
Summary:
The site is connected to the road network by a single rural minor road, connecting to the wider road
network and Daventry to the north via Norton only, and is not served by bus, cycle or pedestrian routes.
The site is bordered on all sides by rural areas, comprising arable farming to the north, east and south,
and by Borough Hill to the west. The village of Norton is located approximately 860m north of the site.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA.
Given the limited access to the wider road network, significant traffic impacts could be expected on the
local road network. These may result in secondary effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the
road network. The location would necessitate road traffic through the village of Norton, potentially
increasing noise and air quality impacts for residents.
Given the limited access to the wider road network, it cannot be assumed that sustainable transport links
would be provided as part of the new development at this site therefore a minor negative impact is
scored.
Overall, the site could be affected by noise and air pollutants from the Marches employment area to the
west. In addition, development of the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise
effects as a result of traffic on the local road network.
In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is identified for air quality and
noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport assessment will be required prior to development and the noise and air quality assessments
could include consideration of key pinch points on the local road network. The Transport Assessment will
include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved
bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
A farm access track to the south could be upgraded to its junction with the A45, and therefore facilitate
transport to Daventry, Northampton and beyond and reducing road traffic through Norton.
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2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

--

Summary:
This site lies to immediately to the east of Borough Hill Scheduled Monument, which forms the site’s
western boundary, and a small area of the Scheduled Monument extends onto the sites south western
corner. The Scheduled Monument listing describes this feature as two iron age hill forts, a defended
enclosure, two bronze age barrows and a Roman building complex and barrow cemetery. The site is
located approximately 670m north east of Burnt Walls Scheduled Monument (undated fortified enclosure).

SO2a: Protect and enhance designated
and undesignated heritage assets and
their setting, including listed buildings,
scheduled monuments, registered
parks and gardens, registered
battlefields, conservation areas and
other archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

There are no Listed Buildings on or near the site. The closest Listed Buildings are located within the village
of Norton to the north.
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows a number of Historic Environment Assets across the
site, including medieval ridge and furrow, a hollow way, a possible satellite settlement for Borough Hill
hillfort, and a late Saxon charter boundary.
Development at the site could impact directly on archaeological and cultural heritage features associated
with Borough Hill which is partially located on site.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
See SO9: Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats, the
integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and conservation
status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs show a mix of habitats on site comprising woodland, individual trees, grassland
pasture and arable land. Field boundaries appear to comprise intact hedgerows and are dotted with
mature trees, both of which would offer some wildlife value. The site includes a small part of the
grasslands managed as part of the Borough Hill Scheduled Monument. OS maps show few surface water
features on site with the exception of two large ponds at Borough Hill farm.
There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat Regulations
Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next plan making
stage. There are no SSSIs within the vicinity of the site; the closest being situated more than 5km to the
south west.
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows two Local Wildlife Sites on site (Borough Hill Plantation
and Borough Hill Farm field). Borough Hill Spring Local Wildlife Site is shown located close to the north
western boundary of the site.
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SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats within
the area

In summary, the site can be divided into two halves: the west of the site contains woodland (Local Wildlife
Site), grassland, ponds and hedges which are likely to be of importance at least at a local scale; while
habitats in the east of the site (predominantly arable land with hedgerows) are likely to be of lower value
for wildlife, excepting the watercourse at this location.

SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to offset or mitigate
for entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.

4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community safety,
reduce crime and the fear of crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training
SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning
SO5b: Promote sustainable modes of
travel to access education

--

Summary:
The site is located in a rural area and there are no educational facilities within the immediate vicinity. The
nearest schools are located within Daventry but not connected to the site by existing bus routes. There is
no existing pedestrian or cycle access to the site, except for public footpaths across Borough Hill.
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It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy but
sustainable transport may be an issue for this relatively remote site.
In conclusion an overall major negative effect has therefore been identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Provision of new schools may be necessary to provide sufficient education facilities for this site, given its
distance from existing schools.
6. Energy and climatic factors

0

SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.

SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and reduce
health inequalities

-

Summary:
The site has no existing pedestrian, bicycle or public transport access and is served by a single minor rural
road via the village of Norton. Access to health and leisure facilities is likely to be limited to motorists,
short of significant improvements in the local transport network.
There are existing public rights of way on and connecting to the site, providing access to the countryside
to the north and south and to Daventry via Borough Hill.
Danetre Hospital located approximately 1.7km north west of the site. It is assumed that all of the site
options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the
expansion of existing facilities.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy.
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In conclusion, overall a minor negative effect is identified based on the sites lack of transport connections
to key health and leisure facilities.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
8. Labour market and economy

0

Summary:
The site is situated away from employment sites and away from Daventry Town centre, and is not directly
served by major transport routes. Some improvements to the local transport routes and facilities may be
required in order to improve access to employment from the site. The site does not benefit from existing
bus routes and is served by a single minor road via the village of Norton.

SO8a: Improve access to employment
opportunities

It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for rural communities.
A mixed (minor negative and minor positive) effect is identified overall due to the site’s isolation and poor
transport links.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A farm access track to the south could be upgraded to its junction with the A45 (via allocated site 323),
and therefore facilitate transport to employment sites in Daventry, Northampton and beyond. However,
the A45 at this location currently has no pedestrian or cycle routes.
9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features within
them are conserved and enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design of
the built environment

-

Summary:
The site is located within the Nene Valley: Dodford to Olney Historic Landscape Character Area
characterised by the river valley, surrounding mostly modern fields and by nucleated villages. The site is
located away from the urban fringe of Daventry and is predominantly rural in character. As a result
development of the site could present a significant change in landscape and a significant expansion of the
urban area of Daventry, effectively enclosing Borough Hill within urban development.
Borough Hill Scheduled Monument to the west of the site is a prominent feature within the local landscape
and with an elevation of over 200m can be seen from a significant distance in all directions, including the
River Nene Valley to the east. Development of the site could affect views to and from the Scheduled
Monument, and affect its setting, as well as the wider historic landscape.
The site is located within the Northamptonshire Uplands National Character Area.
Development of this site could also contribute to settlement encroachment on Norton village to the north.
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In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape on the basis of
the potential impacts to the setting and views to/from the Borough Hill Scheduled Monument and the
significant change in landscape character for a distinctly rural area.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
The effects on landscape could be in part mitigated by sensitive architecture and landscaping.
10. Material assets

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.

SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of the
local people

Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
11. Population and social
deprivation
SO11a: Ensure good access to services
SO11b: To reduce spatial inequalities
in social opportunities

Summary:
0/?

The site is located entirely within Daventry 009A LSOA, ranked among the 40% least deprived LSOAs in
the country. The site is relatively close to the centre of Daventry but is poorly served by the local
transport network, with a single minor road serving the site. The site currently has no access to local
amenities and services at the site scale. Access to services and spatial distribution of inequalities and
social opportunities would primarily be driven by the development design, housing mix and provision of
local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s location.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities.
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12. Soil, geology and land use

-

Summary:
The site is situated across three bedrock formations, from west to east, Whitby Mudstone Formation
(mudstone), Marlstone Rock Formation (limestone) and Dyrham Formation (siltstone and mudstone
interbedded). These bedrock formations are defined as non-aquifer, Secondary A aquifer and Secondary
Undifferentiated aquifer respectively.

SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

The site is predominantly rural and therefore undeveloped, and there are no records of landfill at the site,
therefore risks from contamination are likely to be low. Other risks such as geohazards and/or UXO may
be present at the site but cannot be assessed at this stage.
This site is on Grade 2/3 (good to very good quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality. The site is
primarily greenfield (aside from a small number of isolated buildings).
The site slopes gently from west to east and topography would be unlikely to present a constraint to
development.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land is likely to be difficult.
13: Waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is a greenfield site so presents little to no opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.

SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable management
of waste

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters

0

Summary:
The site is situated within the catchment of the Whilton branch of the River Nene. OS maps show few
surface water features on site with the exception of two large ponds at Borough Hill farm and a single
watercourse forming part of the site’s north eastern boundary.
Springs and wells are shown and EA surface water flood maps point to the presence of possible ephemeral
watercourses on site, possibly fed by groundwater from the adjacent Borough Hill. OS maps show wells
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SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use
SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River Nene
and Great Ouse CFMPs

within the vicinity of the site. The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone
(SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be
unlikely should the site be developed.
The site and its immediate surrounds and downstream watercourses are not shown to be at risk of fluvial
flooding according to EA maps. EA surface water maps do show some areas of surface water flood risk
possibly associated with ephemeral watercourses on site.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources. Effects on sewerage infrastructure will
depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and network to accommodate additional
demand from new development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on the basis of the
location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified as
an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the pressure
on available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building Regulations.
Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110 litres per person
per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.
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SITE 119 - Housing Site
SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
Summary:
The site is connected directly to the strategic road network (A361). The Drayton Fields Industrial Estate is
located adjacent to the south eastern site boundary. The A361 and activities associated with the Industrial
Estate may have a negative impact upon noise levels for new residents at the perimeter of the site.

SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion

Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in
secondary effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network.

SO1b: Reduce the numbers of
people who are affected by air and
noise pollution

This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air
quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of
traffic on the local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative)
impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport assessment will be required prior to development. Constraints from air quality and noise could
be mitigated through design and layout of the development. The Transport Assessment will include
mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved bus
services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.

2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage
SO2a: Protect and enhance
designated and undesignated
heritage assets and their setting,
including listed buildings, scheduled

--

Summary:
Northamptonshire County Council mapping indicates the presence of Historic Environment Assets across
the site including; The Grand Union canal Conservation Area, shown to intersect the middle of the site.
In addition there is the Banbury to Lutterworth Turnpike historic toll road shown along the eastern site
boundary, areas of medieval Ridge and Furrow shown to the east of the site, an unnamed historic asset to
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monuments, registered parks and
gardens, registered battlefields,
conservation areas and other
archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

the south of the site and the dismantled London and North Western Railway (Daventry to Marton) route
present towards the south. In addition there is a listed building associated with the Canal located
immediately adjacent to the west of the site and Farm buildings associated with Middlemore Farmhouse
(Grade II listed) shown to the south of the site.
It is noted that Daventry town centre conservation area is located 2.7km south east of the site and
Staverton Conservation Area is located 4.3km south of the site. There are no scheduled monuments within
1km of the site.
Development at the site could impact directly on archaeological and cultural heritage features associated
with the Grand Union Canal and on-site Historic Environment Assets.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
See SO9. Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats,
the integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and
conservation status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal
SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats
within the area

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs show the site to comprise grassland pasture, hedgerows and open fields. There are
two areas of deciduous woodland shown on site, an area associated with the dismantled railway route and
Middlemore Gorse, an area to the north of the site. Habitats on site have the potential to host protected
rare or notable species. There is also the potential for BAP habitats and species on site.
The Daventry Disused Railway Local Wildlife Site is located on site and the dismantled railway route
through the site is shown to be aLocal Wildlife Site (Site of Interest for Nature Conservation) designated
because of importance for wildlife at a county or local level.
There are three Potential Wildlife sites on site. The closest Local Wildlife Site is Braunston Covert, located
1.5km west of the site. The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area is located approximately 1.9km to the
east of the site.
There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat Regulations
Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next plan making
stage. The site is located approximately 1.3km north west of Daventry Country Park Local Nature Reserve.
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SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to offset or mitigate
for entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.

4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community
safety, reduce crime and the fear of
crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training
SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning
SO5b: Promote sustainable modes
of travel to access education

+

Summary:
The site is located in a rural area and there are no educational facilities within the immediate vicinity.
There is one primary school (Ashby Fields Primary School) and one secondary school (The Parker E-Act
Academy) located within 2km of the site. Neither of these are located within 800m (walking distance) of
the site but they are connected to the site by a shared pedestrian / cycleway. There are further primary
and secondary schools located within Daventry, connected to the site by bus, cycle and pedestrian routes.
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It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools
within Daventry.
6. Energy and climatic factors

0

SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.

SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and
reduce health inequalities

+

Summary:
The site is located adjacent the A361 Ashby Road. There is no existing pedestrian walkway on the A361. A
bus route serves the A361 into Daventry town centre and there is a shared pedestrian cycleway located to
the east of the site leading off the A361 towards Land Farm.
The Grand Union Canal and its associated towpaths and waterway are situated on site and lead to a
network of informal footpath routes associated with the suburban housing to the south. The site is also
located within close proximity to Daventry Country Park and Drayton Reservoir.
There are no public rights of way located on site, the closest being the Grand Union Canal towpath,
located immediately adjacent to the sites south eastern boundary.
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Danetre Hospital is located approximately 3.2km to the south east of this site. It is assumed that all of the
site options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or
the expansion of existing facilities.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for health and wellbeing.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
8. Labour market and economy

+

Summary:
The site is connected directly to the strategic road network (A361) to the east, facilitating good road
access to Rugby, Daventry town centre and Northampton, as well as the wider strategic road network. A
bus route serves the A361 into Daventry town centre and there is a shared pedestrian cycleway located to
the east of the site leading off the A361 towards Land Farm. The Drayton Fields Industrial Estate is
located adjacent to the site.

SO8a: Improve access to
employment opportunities

It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness
of the landscape, and the features
within them are conserved and
enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design
of the built environment

--

Summary:
The site is located within the Nene Valley: Dodford to Olney Historic Landscape Character Area,
characterised by the river valley, surrounding mostly modern fields and by nucleated villages. The site is
located close to the urban fringe of Daventry and is predominantly rural in character.
The Grand Union Canal Conservation Area is shown to intersect the middle of the site therefore
development could have significant negative effect on the landscape character. In addition the Braunston
Conservation area is located 1.4km to the west of the site.
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The site is not located within a Special Landscape Area, but it is within the Northamptonshire Uplands
National Character Area.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site could be designed sensitively with respect to the landscape character and views
to/from local landmarks.
10. Material assets

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.

SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of
the local people

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for Material Assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
11. Population and social
deprivation
SO11a: Ensure good access to
services
SO11b: To reduce spatial
inequalities in social opportunities

0/?

Summary:
The site is located adjacent the A361 Ashby Road. A bus route serves the A361 into Daventry town centre
and there is a shared pedestrian cycleway located to the east of the site adjacent to the A361.
The site is located within an LSOA ranked as part of the 30% least deprived areas in the country.
The site currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale, although as described
above, facilities within the remainder of Daventry are connected to the site. Access to services and spatial
distribution of inequalities and social opportunities would primarily be driven by the development design,
housing mix and provision of local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s location.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.

67

Appendix 1

Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities.
12. Soil, geology and land use

-

Summary:
The bedrock beneath the site comprises Dyrham Formation – Siltstone and Mudstone, designated as a
secondary (undifferentiated) aquifer and Marlstone Rock formation (limestone, ferruginous) designated as
a Secondary A aquifer. There are superficial deposits recorded at the site.

SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality.
The site is currently undeveloped. Drayton Fields Farm historic landfill is shown within the eastern corner
of the site therefore there is potential for historical land contamination. Other risks such as geohazards
and/or UXO may be present at the site but cannot be assessed at this stage.
The site is designated as a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel. Under Policy 32 of the
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan Mineral Safeguarding Areas will have to demonstrate
that the sterilisation of proven mineral resources of economic importance will not occur as a result of the
development, and that the development would not pose a serious hindrance to future extraction in the
vicinity.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies are required to investigate the economic importance of the mineral reserves that will be
affected by the development and whether these can be exploited before development goes ahead. Further
studies should be undertaken to ascertain the risk of contamination. Mitigation of the effects on
agricultural land is likely to be difficult.
13: Waste
SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable
management of waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is greenfield and therefore presents little opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
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14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use
SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River
Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs

0

Summary:
There is a drainage ditch located along the northern boundary of the site. The Grand Union Canal
Conservation area intersects the centre of the site from west to east and Drayton Reservoir is located 1km
to the east. The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming
incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site
be developed.
The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. The EA
surface water flood maps show the majority of the site to be at very low risk of surface water flooding
however localised areas of medium to high probability of surface water flooding are shown across the site
mainly along the field boundaries.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land therefore could result increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified as
an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the pressure
on available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building Regulations.
Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110 litres per person
per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.
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SITE 119 – Employment Site
SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
Summary:

SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion

The site is located to the north of the A45. The Drayton Fields Industrial Estate is present approximately
600m east of the site, and the Apex Park development has recently been constructed adjacent to the
south west of the site. The A45 and activities associated with the Apex Park and Industrial Estate may
have a negative impact upon noise levels for new employees at this site.

SO1b: Reduce the numbers of
people who are affected by air and
noise pollution

Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in
secondary effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air
quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of traffic on the
local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is
identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities. Constraints from air quality and noise could be mitigated through design and layout of the
development.

2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage
SO2a: Protect and enhance
designated and undesignated

-/?

Summary:
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows Historic Environment Assets across the site, including; a
possible site of prehistoric occupation towards the north western site boundary. The dismantled London
and North Western Railway (Daventry to Marton) route is located close (approximately 50m) to the
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heritage assets and their setting,
including listed buildings, scheduled
monuments, registered parks and
gardens, registered battlefields,
conservation areas and other
archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

northern site boundary. Development could therefore have a minor negative effect on the historic
environment assets, although further investigation would be needed at the planning application stage.
The Grand Union Canal Conservation area is located 350m to the north of the site. It is noted that
Braunston conservation area is located 950m north west, Daventry town centre conservation area is
located 2.75km south east of the site and Staverton Conservation Area is located 3 km south of the site.
There are no scheduled monuments within 1km of the site. The closest listed building to the site is located
approximately 350m to the north of the site. There are no listed buildings within 1km of the site.
See SO9. Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain minor negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural
heritage due to the lack of current data on the historic asset shown on site.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats,
the integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and
conservation status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal
SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats
within the area

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs show the site to comprise grassland pasture, hedgerows and open fields. The area to
the northern boundary of the site is shown to be deciduous woodland. Habitats on site have the potential
to host protected rare or notable species. There is also the potential for BAP habitats and species on site.
There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat Regulations
Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next plan making
stage. The site is located approximately 2.2km west of Daventry Country Park Local Nature Reserve.
The Daventry Disused Railway Local Wildlife Site is located 50m to the north of the site. The closest Local
Wildlife Site is Braunston Covert, located 480m west of the site. The Nene Valley Nature Improvement
Area is located approximately 2.7km to the east of the site.
The potential for green infrastructure provision at this assessed employment site depends on the proposed
employment use. Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to
offset or mitigate for entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required. If development of the site is
pursued an element of green infrastructure provision could be incorporated into the design, which may
help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat connectivity.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.

4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
employment site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings
to improve safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the
location of development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community
safety, reduce crime and the fear of
crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training

0

Summary:

SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning

Allocating land for employment could potentially increase opportunities for training and
apprenticeships. However, this is outside the scope of the planning regime so this has been scored as
neutral.

SO5b: Promote sustainable modes
of travel to access education
6. Energy and climatic factors
SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change
SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

0

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being

+

Summary:
The site is located to the north of the A45.

SO7a: To improve health and
reduce health inequalities

A bus route serves the A45 into Daventry town centre and there is a shared pedestrian cycleway located
to the east of the site adjacent to the Drayton Fields Industrial Estate. A public footpath is present to the
north of the Industrial Estate but is not connected to the site.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
employment sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It
is assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for health and wellbeing.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None

8. Labour market and economy

++

Summary:
This site is shown for consideration as employment and therefore will provide employment opportunities.
The site is located to the north of the A45. The Apex Park development has recently been constructed
adjacent to the south west of the site.

SO8a: Improve access to
employment opportunities

It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, an overall major positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features

--

Summary:
The site falls within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character Area, an area of
fragmented parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography, medieval and later
fields and nucleated villages. The area to the north and west is not characterised by urban development
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within them are conserved and
enhanced

and the site is previously undeveloped, therefore development may have a detrimental effect on the
landscape at this location. Drayton Fields Industrial Estate is located 600m to the east of the site and the
Apex Park development has recently been constructed adjacent to the south west.

SO9b: Enhance the form and design
of the built environment

The Grand Union Canal Conservation area is located 350m to the north of the site. It is noted that
Braunston Conservation Area is located 950m north west, Daventry town centre conservation area is
located 2.75km south east of the site and Staverton Conservation Area is located 3 km south of the site.
Development of the site could therefore impact upon landscape character.
Due to the size of this site it could contribute to settlement coalescence to the north west with the village
of Braunston, therefore a major negative effect is anticipated.
The site is not located within a Special Landscape Area, but it is within the Northamptonshire Uplands
National Character Area.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site could be designed sensitively with respect to the landscape character and views
to/from local landmarks. Further Assessment may be required.

10. Material assets
SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of
the local people
11. Population and social
deprivation
SO11a: Ensure good access to
services
SO11b: To reduce spatial
inequalities in social opportunities
12. Soil, geology and land use
SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

N/A

Summary:
Not applicable for employment sites.

0

Summary:
Allocating land for employment could increase job opportunities for the local population. However, this is
outside the scope of the planning regime so this as it is scored under SA objective 5, therefore it has been
scored as neutral.

-

Summary:
The bedrock beneath the site comprises Dyrham Formation – Siltstone and Mudstone, designated as a
secondary (undifferentiated) aquifer. There are superficial deposits recorded at the site.
This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality.
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The site is currently undeveloped. Drayton Fields Farm historic landfill is shown to the north eastern
corner of the site therefore there is potential for historical land contamination. Other risks such as
geohazards and/or UXO may be present at the site but cannot be assessed at this stage.
The site is designated as a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel. Under Policy 32 of the
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan Mineral Safeguarding Areas will have to demonstrate
that the sterilisation of proven mineral resources of economic importance will not occur as a result of the
development, and that the development would not pose a serious hindrance to future extraction in the
vicinity.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies are required to investigate the economic importance of the mineral reserves that will be
affected by the development and whether these can be exploited before development goes ahead.
Further studies should be undertaken to ascertain the risk of contamination. Mitigation of the effects on
agricultural land is likely to be difficult.
13: Waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is greenfield and therefore presents little opportunity for in situ re-use of materials in
construction.

SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable
management of waste

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding

0

Summary:
There are a number of drainage ditches and springs shown along the field boundaries within the northern
part of the site. The Grand Union Canal is located 350m to the north of the site and Drayton Reservoir is
located 875m to the east. The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone
(SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be
unlikely should the site be developed.
The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. The EA
surface water flood maps show localised areas of medium to high probability of surface water flooding
across the site mainly along the field boundaries.
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SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use

It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.

SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River
Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs

The site would involve development of greenfield land therefore could result increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.

Site 133
SA objective

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects

Evidence
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1: Air Quality and Noise

+/-

Summary:
The site is located on the outskirts of Daventry and is bound by High March Road and Admirals Way to
the west, leading to the A425, and Hackwood Road and the A45 to the south, enabling easy connections
into Daventry and the wider strategic road network. The site is well connected to sustainable transport
modes with a bus route running along the A425 and A45 and shared pedestrian cycle ways located
opposite the A425 to the west of the site. The site is surrounded by industrial uses at High March and
Long March Industrial Estates to the west with residential beyond and the A45 and Intapart to the south

SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of people
who are affected by air and noise
pollution

The site is bordered on all other sides by rural areas, comprising arable farming, and by Borough Hill to
the north. The village of Newnham is located approximately 1.2km south. Development at the site could
result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in secondary effects on air quality
and noise at certain points on the road network. This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA.
Aerial photographs also show a scrambler track located within the centre of the site, which could be a
source of noise and air pollution (dust in particular) for the site.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of
traffic on the local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative)
impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport assessment will be required prior to development and the noise and air quality assessments
could include consideration of key pinch points on the local road network. The Transport Assessment will
include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved
bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.

2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage
SO2a: Protect and enhance
designated and undesignated heritage
assets and their setting, including
listed buildings, scheduled
monuments, registered parks and

--

Summary:
This site lies to immediately the south of Borough Hill Scheduled Monument, which forms the sites
northern boundary, in addition the ‘Burnt Walls’ earthworks, another Scheduled Monument is located on
site towards the southern site boundary. The Scheduled Monument listing describes Borough Hill as two
iron age hill forts, a defended enclosure, two bronze age barrows and a Roman building complex and
barrow cemetery. The Burnt Walls Scheduled Monument is listed as an undated fortified enclosure.
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gardens, registered battlefields,
conservation areas and other
archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows numerous historic Environment Assets located within
the site boundary including; a Later Saxon Charter Boundary intersecting the centre of the site from
north to south, the dismantled London and North Western Railway (Weedon to Daventry) route,
intersecting the site from west to east, a 19th Century trackway to the south of the site, old Stratford to
Dunchruch Turnpike, Burnt Walls, a potential medieval military site, Hollow Way South East of Borough
Hill and Borough Hill camp.
There are no Listed Buildings on the site. The closest Listed Building is located 650m to the west at
Daventry Hospital. It is noted that Daventry town centre Conservation Area is located 1.2km to the north
of this site.
Development at the site could impact directly on archaeological and cultural heritage features associated
with Burnt Walls which is located on site.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
See SO9: Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats, the
integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and conservation
status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal
SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats within
the area

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs show a mix of habitats on site comprising woodland, individual trees, grassland
pasture and arable land. Field boundaries appear to comprise intact hedgerows and are dotted with
mature trees, both of which would offer some wildlife value. The Site Boundary also encloses developed
land to the west (Industrial Estates) and a scrambler track located within the centre of the site, which
are not considered to offer significant wildlife value.
There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat
Regulations Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next
plan making stage. There are no SSSIs within the vicinity of the site, the closest being situated more
than 5km to the south west. The site is located approximately 1.2km south east of Daventry Country
Park Local Nature Reserve. The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area is located approximately 2km to
the north of the site.
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows four Potential Wildlife Sites on site (Borough Hill
Spring Fields, Burnt Walls Farm Fields, and two other sites associated with the Burnt Walls Scheduled
monument to the south of the site. The Borough hills Plantation Local Wildlife site is shown adjacent to
the northern boundary of the site.
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SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to offset or
mitigate for entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a
landscape design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.

4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for
the site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to
improve safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the
location of development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community safety,
reduce crime and the fear of crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training
SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning
SO5b: Promote sustainable modes of
travel to access education

++

Summary:
The site is located on the outskirts of Daventry and is bound by High March Road and Admirals Way to
the west, leading to the A425, and Hackwood Road and the A45 to the south, enabling easy connections
into Daventry and the wider strategic road network. The site is well connected to sustainable transport
modes with a bus route running along the A425 and A45 and shared pedestrian cycle ways located
opposite the A425 to the west of the site.
The site is located on the outskirts of Daventry, however there are numerous schools located within 2km
of the site connected to the site by bus, cycle and pedestrian routes; the closest school, Abbey Church of
England Academy is located within walking distance (800m) of the site.
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It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or
new schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools
within Daventry.
6. Energy and climatic factors

0

Summary:

SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.

SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and reduce
health inequalities

+

Summary:
The site is located on the outskirts of Daventry and is bound by High March Road and Admirals Way to
the west, leading to the A425, and Hackwood Road and the A45 to the south, enabling easy connections
into Daventry and the wider strategic road network. The site is well connected to sustainable transport
modes with a bus route running along the A425 and A45 and shared pedestrian cycle ways located
opposite the A425 to the west of the site.
There existing public rights of way located within walking distance (800m) of the site, providing access
to the countryside to the north and south and to Daventry via Borough Hill.
Danetre Hospital is located approximately 1.2km to the west of this site. It is assumed that all of the site
options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the
expansion of existing facilities.
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It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy. It is assumed that all of the site options would include the provision of new healthcare
facilities to support the growing population, or the expansion of existing facilities.
In conclusion, overall a minor positive effect is identified for health and leisure facilities.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
8. Labour market and economy

+

Summary:
The site is situated adjacent to High March and Long March Industrial Estates and is served by major
transport routes.

SO8a: Improve access to employment
opportunities

It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and
cycle routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to
encouraging more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural
communities.
A minor positive effect is identified overall for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features within
them are conserved and enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design
of the built environment

--

Summary:
Part of the site is located within the Nene Valley: Dodford to Olney Historic Landscape Character Area,
characterised by the river valley, surrounding mostly modern fields and by nucleated villages. As a result
development of the site would present a significant change in landscape and a significant expansion of
the urban area of Daventry, effectively enclosing the Burnt Walls Scheduled Monument within urban
development.
Borough Hill Scheduled Monument to the north of the site is a prominent feature within the local
landscape and with an elevation of over 200m can be seen from a significant distance in all directions,
including the River Nene Valley to the east. The Burnt Walls Scheduled monument is located on site and
development of the site could affect views from the Scheduled Monument, and affect its setting, as well
as the wider historic landscape.
The site is located within the Northamptonshire Uplands National Character Area.
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In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape on the basis of
the potential impacts to the setting and views to/from the Borough Hill Scheduled Monument and Burnt
Walls Scheduled Monument and the significant change in landscape character for a distinctly rural area.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
The effects on landscape could be in part mitigated by sensitive architecture and landscaping, and by low
density housing.
10. Material assets

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council
policy requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport
links.

SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of the
local people

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
11. Population and social
deprivation
SO11a: Ensure good access to
services
SO11b: To reduce spatial inequalities
in social opportunities

Summary:
0/?

The site is located across three LSOAs, Daventry 008D, ranked among the 10% most deprived LSOAs in
the county, Daventry 009A, ranked among the 40% least deprived, and Daventry 010A, ranked among
the 30% least deprived.
The site is relatively close to the centre of Daventry and is adequately served by the local transport
networy. The site currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale. Access to
services and spatial distribution of inequalities and social opportunities would primarily be driven by the
development design, housing mix and provision of local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s
location.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
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A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the
development. Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian
and cycling facilities.
12. Soil, geology and land use

-

Summary:
The bedrock at the site is Northampton Sand Formation – Sandstone, Limestone and Ironstone, defined
as non aquifer.

SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

The site is predominantly rural and therefore undeveloped, and there are no records of landfill at the
site, therefore risks from contamination are likely to be low. Other risks such as geohazards and/or UXO
may be present at the site but cannot be assessed at this stage.
This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality. Land is
primarily greenfield (aside from a small number of isolated buildings). The site slopes from north to
south could present a constraint to development.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land is likely to be difficult.

13: Waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is a greenfield site so presents little to no opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.

SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable management
of waste

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical

0

Summary:
The site is situated within the catchment of the Whilton branch of the River Nene. A Secondary
watercourse is shown to run through the south of the site from the Industrial Estate before joining the
River Nene downstream east of Dodford. A small section of the watercourse is culverted adjacent to
London Road at the western corner of the site. In addition OS maps show a number of small surface
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quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use
SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River
Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs

water features around the industrial estate to the west and close to Burntwalls Farm in the south of the
site.
OS maps show wells within the vicinity of the site. The site is not located within or near a groundwater
Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to
groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.
The site and its immediate surrounds and downstream watercourses are not shown to be at risk of fluvial
flooding according to EA maps. EA surface water maps show many of the existing field boundaries and
areas around the watercourse to be at medium to high probability of flooding.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified
as an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the
pressure on available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building
Regulations. Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110
litres per person per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water
efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality
treatment and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.
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SITE 134
SA objective

SO1: Air quality and noise

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
0

Evidence
The site is connected directly to the strategic road network (A361) to the west. The A361 may have a
negative impact upon noise levels for new residents at the perimeter of the site. The site is served by
sustainable transport routes including a bus route serving the A361 into Daventry town centre.
Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in
secondary effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air
quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of
traffic on the local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative)
impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. It is
suggested that this includes a pedestrian walkway along the A361.
Constraints from air quality and noise could be mitigated through design and layout of the development.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

-/?

Northamptonshire County Council mapping indicates the presence of Historic Environment Assets across
the site including; an “uncertain, undated activity” and the Banbury to Lutterworth Turnpike historic toll
road shown along the western site boundary. There are no listed buildings on site, the closest Listed
building is the Farm buildings associated with Middlemore Farmhouse (Grade II listed) shown 800m south
west of the site. The Grand Union Canal Conservation area is located 450m to the south of the site.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain minor negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural
heritage.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.
SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

-

Aerial photographs show the site to comprise arable land and hedgerows. The majority of the site is
occupied by arable land with limited value for wildlife and hedgerow connectivity across the site is poor.
The Daventry Disused Railway Local Wildlife Site is located 450m south of the site.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to offset or mitigate
for entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.

SO4: Crime and community safety

SO5: Education and training

0

+

Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
The site is located in a rural area and there are currently no educational facilities within the immediate
vicinity however the site is adjacent to Micklewell Park which has permission for residential including a
school. There are two primary schools (Ashby Fields Primary School and Welton School) located within
2km of the site. There are further primary and secondary schools located within Daventry, connected to
the site by bus, cycle and pedestrian routes.
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It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools
within Daventry.
SO6: Energy and climatic factors

SO7: Health and well being

0

+

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current consumption
in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy
generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency.
However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the
location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
The site is connected directly to the strategic road network (A361) to the west. The site is served by
sustainable transport routes including a bus route serving the A361 into Daventry town centre. There is no
existing pedestrian walkway on the A361.
The site is located close to the Grand Union Canal and Drayton Reservoir and its associated towpaths and
waterway and to a network of informal footpath routes associated with the suburban housing to the south.
There are no public rights of way located on site, the closest being the Grand Union Canal towpath, located
immediately adjacent to the sites south eastern boundary.
Danetre Hospital is located approximately 4km to the south of this site. It is assumed that all of the site
options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the
expansion of existing facilities.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for health and wellbeing.
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SO8: Labour market and economy

+

The site is connected directly to the strategic road network (A361) to the east facilitating good road access
to Rugby, Daventry town centre and Northampton, as well as the wider strategic road network
It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

-

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.
The site is located within the Nene Valley: Dodford to Olney Historic Landscape Character Area,
characterised by the river valley, surrounding mostly modern fields and by nucleated villages. The site is
located close to the urban fringe of Daventry and is predominantly rural in character.
The Grand Union Canal Conservation area is located 450m to the south of the site, therefore development
has the potential to impact upon the landscape character of the area.
The site is not located within a Special Landscape Area, but it is within the Northamptonshire Uplands
National Character Area.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site could be designed sensitively with respect to the landscape character and views
to/from local landmarks.

SO10: Material assets

+

All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0/?

The site is well served by sustainable transport routes including a bus route serving the A361 into
Daventry town centre, and good pedestrian access via Welton Lane to the east of the site. There is no
existing pedestrian walkway on the A361.
The site is located within Daventry 003A LSOA, ranked among the 40% least deprived LSOAs in the
country.
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The site currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale, although as described
above, facilities within the remainder of Daventry are connected to the site. Access to services and spatial
distribution of inequalities and social opportunities would primarily be driven by the development design,
housing mix and provision of local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s location.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. It is
suggested that this includes a pedestrian walkway along the A361.
SO12: Soil, geology and land use

-

This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality.
The site is predominantly rural and therefore undeveloped, and there are no records of landfill at the site,
therefore risks from contamination are likely to be low.
The site is designated as a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel. Under Policy 32 of the
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan Mineral Safeguarding Areas will have to demonstrate that
the sterilisation of proven mineral resources of economic importance will not occur as a result of the
development, and that the development would not pose a serious hindrance to future extraction in the
vicinity.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies are required to investigate the economic importance of the mineral reserves that will be
affected by the development and whether these can be exploited before development goes ahead.
Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land is likely to be difficult.

SO13: Waste

0

Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is greenfield and therefore presents little opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.
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In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
SO14: Water

0

There are no waterbodies present on site.
The Grand Union Canal is located 450m to the south of the site and Drayton Reservoir is located 900m to
the south west. The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ).
Assuming incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely
should the site be developed.
The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. The EA
surface water flood maps show the majority of the site to be at very low probability of surface water
flooding however a localised area of low probability of surface water flooding is shown to the south of the
site.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be determined
at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land therefore could result increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.

SITE 135 – Employment Site
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SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
Summary:
The site is located to the south of the A45.. The Royal Oak Industrial Estate is present to the east of the
site, the Apex Park development has recently been constructed adjacent to the north of the site, and the
Drayton Fields Industrial Estate lies to the north east. The A45, Apex Park and activities associated with
the Industrial Estate may have a negative impact upon noise levels for new employees at this site.

SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of
people who are affected by air and
noise pollution

Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in
secondary effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air
quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of traffic on the
local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is
identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport assessment will be required prior to development. Constraints from air quality and noise
could be mitigated through design and layout of the development. The Transport Assessment will include
mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved bus
services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.

2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage
SO2a: Protect and enhance
designated and undesignated
heritage assets and their setting,
including listed buildings, scheduled
monuments, registered parks and
gardens, registered battlefields,

-/?

Summary:
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows Historic Environment Assets across the site, including; a
possible Romano-British settlement shown to be located towards the eastern site boundary, and the Old
Stratford to Dunchurch Turnpike toll road is shown to be located along the current route of the A45.
Development could therefore have a minor negative effect on the historic environment assets, although
further investigation would be needed at the planning application stage.
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conservation areas and other
archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

It is noted that Daventry town centre conservation area is located 2km east of the site and Staverton
Conservation Area is located 2km south of the site. There are no listed buildings within 1km of the site.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain minor negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural
heritage due to the lack of current data on the historic asset shown on site.
See SO9. Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats,
the integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and
conservation status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal
SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats
within the area
SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs show the site to comprise grassland pasture, hedgerows and open fields. Two areas of
deciduous woodland are shown within this site boundary and Kentle wood is shown to straddle the eastern
boundary of the site. Habitats on site have the potential to host protected rare or notable species. There is
also the potential for BAP habitats and species on site.
There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat Regulations
Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next plan making
stage. The site is located approximately 2.3km south west of Daventry Country Park Local Nature Reserve
and 4.5km north of the Badby Wood SSSI.
There is an unnamed Potential Wildlife site located in the north western corner of the site. The closest
Local Wildlife Site is Braunston Covert, located 500m north west of the site. Elderstubbs Farm Pasture, a
Local Wildlife Site is located 650m to the south west of the site.
The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area is located approximately 2.69km to the east of the site.
The potential for green infrastructure provision at this assessed employment site depends on the proposed
employment use.
Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to offset or mitigate
for entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required. If development of the site is
92

Appendix 1

pursued an element of green infrastructure provision could be incorporated into the design, which may
help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat connectivity.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.
4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
employment site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings
to improve safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the
location of development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community
safety, reduce crime and the fear of
crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training

0

SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning

Allocating land for employment could potentially increase opportunities for training and
apprenticeships. However, this is outside the scope of the planning regime so this has been scored as
neutral.

SO5b: Promote sustainable modes
of travel to access education
6. Energy and climatic factors
SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change
SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

Summary:

0

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None

7. Health and well being

+

Summary:
The site is located to the south of the A45. A bus route serves the A45 into Daventry town centre and a
public footpath runs along the southern boundary of the site towards the A425. There are currently no
designated cycle lanes in the vicinity of the site.

SO7a: To improve health and
reduce health inequalities

It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
employment sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It
is assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for health and wellbeing.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
8. Labour market and economy
SO8a: Improve access to
employment opportunities

++

Summary:
This site is shown for consideration as employment and therefore will provide employment opportunities.
The site is located to the south of the A45. There is a small track shown to be present off the A45 which
leads into the site at the northern boundary. The Royal Oak Industrial Estate is located adjacent to the
east of the site, the Apex Park development has recently been constructed adjacent to the north of the
site, and the Drayton Fields Industrial Estate lies to the north east.
It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, an overall major positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
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9. Landscape and townscape

--

Summary:
The current topography of the site would act as a barrier to development within the northern area of the
site. The site falls within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character Area, an area of
fragmented parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography, medieval and later
fields and nucleated villages. The area to the south and east is not characterised by urban development
and development of the site could lead to a loss of woodland which acts as a screen to current
development. The site is also previously undeveloped, therefore development would have a significant
detrimental effect on the landscape at this location.

SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features
within them are conserved and
enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design
of the built environment

The site is located within a Special Landscape Area and within the Northamptonshire Uplands National
Character Area.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site could be designed sensitively with respect to the landscape character and views
to/from local landmarks.

10. Material assets
SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of
the local people
11. Population and social
deprivation
SO11a: Ensure good access to
services
SO11b: To reduce spatial
inequalities in social opportunities
12. Soil, geology and land use
SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

N/A

Summary:
Not applicable for employment sites.

0

Summary:
Allocating land for employment could increase job opportunities for the local population. However, this is
outside the scope of the planning regime as it is scored under SA objective 5, therefore it has been scored
as neutral.

-

Summary:
The bedrock beneath the site comprises Dyrham Formation – Siltstone and Mudstone and Marlstone
Formation – Limestone Ferruginous designated as a secondary (undifferentiated) aquifer. There are no
superficial deposits at the site.
This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality.
The site is currently undeveloped. There are no records of landfill at the site, however Elderstubbs Farm
located to the sputh of the site is shown to be a historical landfill, therefore there is potential for historical
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land contamination. Other risks such as geohazards and/or UXO may be present at the site but cannot be
assessed at this stage.
The site is designated as a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel. Under Policy 32 of the
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan Mineral Safeguarding Areas will have to demonstrate
that the sterilisation of proven mineral resources of economic importance will not occur as a result of the
development, and that the development would not pose a serious hindrance to future extraction in the
vicinity.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies are required to investigate the economic importance of the mineral reserves that will be
affected by the development and whether these can be exploited before development goes ahead.
Further studies should be undertaken to ascertain the risk of contamination. Mitigation of the effects on
agricultural land is likely to be difficult.
13: Waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is greenfield and therefore presents little opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.

SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable
management of waste

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use

0

Summary:
There is one watercourse present within the north western area of the site boundary which is connected to
a tributary of the River Leam. This tributary is located along the western boundary of the site. There is a
well shown on site.
The majority of the site is defined as a Secondary aquifer. The site is not located within or near a
groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an appropriate drainage design
impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.
The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. The EA
surface water flood maps show localised areas of medium to high probability of surface water flooding
across the site associated with the location of the tributary and field boundaries.
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It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.

SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River
Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs

Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land therefore could result increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.

SITR 143 – Employment Site
SA objective

SO1: Air quality and noise

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in
secondary effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network. This site is not within close
proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site. Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of air
pollutants, development of the site for could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of
traffic on the local road network. The site is in very close proximity to a residential area only separated by
an historic railway cutting therefore any uses on the site, as well as the design and layout will need to
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carefully consider neighbouring residents and ensure any development does not adversely impact on their
amenity, particularly in terms of noise, for example by orientating buildings to act as an acoustic barrier.
In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is identified for air quality and
noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport Assessment may be required prior to development.
Constraints from air quality and noise could be mitigated through design and layout of the development.
SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows that the there are no known Historic Assets located on
site. The dismantled London and North Western Railway (Daventry to Marton) route is located close
(approximately 100m) to the northern site boundary. Development could therefore have a minor negative
effect on the historic environment assets, although further investigation would be needed at the planning
application stage. In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
Aerial photographs show the site to comprise grassland pasture, hedgerows and open fields. Habitats on
any site have the potential to host protected rare or notable species. However, the site itself is not
designated for its wildlife value. Therefore, the effect is expected to be neutral.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
employment site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings
to improve safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the
location of development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.

SO5: Education and training

0

Allocating land for employment could potentially increase opportunities for training and
apprenticeships. However, this is outside the scope of the planning regime so this has been scored as
neutral.
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SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current consumption
in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation
and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency. However, the
effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of the
development, instead it will be determined though the detailed proposals for each site. In conclusion, an
overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.

SO7: Health and well being

0

The site will have a neutral impact.

SO8: Labour market and economy

++

This site is shown for consideration as employment and therefore will provide employment opportunities.
The site is located to the north of the A45. The Drayton Fields Industrial Estate is located adjacent to the
site. A bus route serves the A45 into Daventry town centre and there is a shared pedestrian cycleway
located to the east of the site adjacent to the Drayton Fields Industrial Estate. There is a public footpath
located along the southern boundary of the site.
It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

-

In conclusion, an overall major positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.
The site is greenfield and falls within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character Area, an
area of fragmented parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography, medieval and
later fields and nucleated villages. The area to the north and west is not characterised by urban
development and the site is previously undeveloped, therefore development may have a detrimental effect
on the landscape at this location. The Drayton Fields Industrial Estate is located adjacent to the east of the
site. The site is on high ground and visually prominent from land to the north-west (including from
Braunston village) and the public right of way network and therefore it is important the development of this
site mitigates its impact on the landscape. In conclusion, a minor negative impact is identified for landscape
and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site could be designed sensitively with respect to the landscape character and views
to/from local landmarks.

SO10: Material assets

0

The site is not allocated for housing so will have a neutral effect.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

Allocating land for employment could increase job opportunities for the local population. However, this is
outside the scope of the planning regime therefore it has been scored as neutral.
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SO12: Soil, geology and land use

-

The site is currently undeveloped. Drayton Fields Farm historic landfill is shown within the eastern corner of
the site therefore there is potential for historical land contamination.
This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality.
The site is designated as a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel. Under Policy 32 of the
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan Mineral Safeguarding Areas will have to demonstrate that
the sterilisation of proven mineral resources of economic importance will not occur as a result of the
development, and that the development would not pose a serious hindrance to future extraction in the
vicinity.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies are required to investigate the economic importance of the mineral reserves that will be
affected by the development and whether these can be exploited before development goes ahead. Further
studies should be undertaken to ascertain the risk of contamination. Mitigation of the effects on agricultural
land is likely to be difficult.

SO13: Waste

0

Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective. In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is
identified for waste.

SO14: Water

0

The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. No other
ground or surface water sensitivities are present on site.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be determined
at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land therefore could result increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
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SITE 202
SA objective

SO1: Air quality and noise

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
The site is surrounded by roads to the north (A45), east (A361) and west (A425). Staverton Road intersects
the north western portion of the site. There are bus routes serving a number of stops along the A45, A361
and A425 and a cycle route through Staverton Road in the north western portion of the site. There are bus
stops in the vicinity of the site. The site buffers the A45, A361 and the A425, which could result in noise
disturbance for residents at the perimeter of the site; therefore a minor negative effect in relation to noise is
likely.
Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in
secondary effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network. This site is not within close
proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of
traffic on the local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact
is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
Constraints from air quality and noise could be mitigated through design and layout of the development.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

-

Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows a number of Historic Environment Assets across the site,
including; the Barwick to Northampton Turnpike toll road which runs through the north western part of the
site, a possible Romano-British settlement to the north east of the site, Badby House Park (post medieval
landscape park) to the south, and Ridge and Furrow (fields). There is an area of Ancient woodland located
immediately adjacent to the south western boundary of the site. In addition, Badby House Monastery
located 60m south of the eastern part of the site. Development could therefore have a minor negative effect
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on the historic environment assets, although further investigation would be needed at the planning
application stage.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more detailed
assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.
SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

-

Aerial photographs show the site comprises grassland pasture, hedgerows, open fields and small areas of
woodland and scrub. Habitats on site have the potential to host protected rare or notable species. There is
also the potential for BAP habitats and species on site. Stepnell Spinney and Oak Spinney, Local Nature
Reserves and areas of lowland mixed deciduous woodland are located towards the southern boundary of the
site. Pond Spinney and Staverton Wood Local Nature Reserves are located immediately adjacent to the
south of the site.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity. However given the extent of likely habitats on site it may be difficult to offset loss of
biodiversity at the site in line with the requirements of the NPPF.
Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to offset or mitigate
for entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of the
habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss of
biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
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In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
SO5: Education and training

+

There are five primary schools and two secondary schools located within 2km of the site, with primary,
secondary and higher education facilities located within 800m (walking distance) of the site. However there
is only access via A425 and the A45, which could create a barrier to accessing the town (in terms of children
crossing the road). The closest primary school is The Grange Primary School (375m to the north east), and
the closest secondary school is Daventry UTC which are both connected to the site by bus, cycle and
pedestrian routes. Northampton college is also located around 450m to the north east.
It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
Although the topography of the land on site is steep in places, this is not seen as a barrier to the existing
education facilities providing safe crossing points along the A45 are provided by the development of the site.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools
within Daventry.
Alternative access to educational facilities (without crossing the A45) could be considered, for example the
construction of a bridge or underpass connecting any new development.

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

SO7: Health and well being

+

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current consumption
in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation
and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency. However, the
effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of the
development, instead it will be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
The site is surrounded by roads to the north (A45), east (A361) and west (A425). Staverton Road is shown
to intersect the north western portion of the site. There are bus routes serving a number of stops along the
A45, A361 and A425 and a cycle route shown through Staverton Road in the north western portion of the
site. There are no existing public footpaths on site.
Danetre Hospital is located approximately 1.1 km to the north east of this site. It is assumed that all of the
site options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the
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expansion of existing facilities. In addition the site is close proximity of Daventry Sports Park, although
crossing improvements would be required.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within the
sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is assumed that
leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local planning policy.
SO8: Labour market and economy

+

SO9: Landscape and townscape

--

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for health and wellbeing.
The site borders the A45, A361 and A425, providing access into Daventry Town Centre and surrounding
areas enabling access to local employment opportunities. The site is located in close proximity to the Royal
Oak employment area. It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure
including walking and cycle routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in
relation to encouraging more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for
nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.
The site falls within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character Area, an area of
fragmented parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography, medieval and later
fields and nucleated villages. The area is not characterised by urban development and the site is previously
undeveloped, therefore development may have a detrimental effect on the landscape at this location. A golf
course is located in close proximity to the site and the A45 is located to the north of the site, creating a
clear urban edge to the town. The site is located to the south of this and would impact upon the current
landscape setting. The site is located within a Special Landscape Area. This is considered to affect the
suitability of the south-western part of the site. The site is located within the Northamptonshire Uplands
National Character Area.
In addition, development of this site could contribute to settlement coalescence as the site would extend
towards the village of Staverton to the south to create an almost continuous urban area. In conclusion, an
overall major negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site could be designed sensitively with respect to the landscape character and views
to/from local landmarks. This might involve sensitive architectural design and avoidance of developing the
high points at the site (e.g. near Big Hill).

SO10: Material assets

0

All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is assumed
that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable Housing
policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links. However,
due to the scale of development here, and the fact that it would not serve any existing wider catchments

104

Appendix 1

means that the scope for viable services is limited. In conclusion, a neutral impact is identified for material
assets.
SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0/?

The site is located to the south of the A45 and is relatively close to the centre of Daventry and has good
transport links to the major road network. Despite good transport links, the site currently has no access to
local amenities and services at the site scale. Access to services and spatial distribution of inequalities and
social opportunities would therefore be driven by the development design, housing mix and provision of
local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s location.
There are bus routes serving a number of stops along the A45, A361 and A425 and a cycle route shown
through Staverton Road in the north western portion of the site. However there is only access via A425 and
the A45, which could create a barrier to accessing the town
The closest populated area to the site is a suburban housing estate to the north of the A45, which is located
within an LSOA (008A) ranked as part of the 40% most deprived areas in the country.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for the
proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

--

The site is predominantly rural and therefore undeveloped, with the exception of Malabar farm and the
northern site boundary along the A45, and there are no records of landfill at the site, therefore risks from
contamination are likely to be low. This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land
according to Natural England ALC mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on
preserving soil quality. The site is primarily greenfield (aside from a small number of isolated buildings).
Part of the site is designated as a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel. Under Policy 32 of the
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan Mineral Safeguarding Areas will have to demonstrate that
the sterilisation of proven mineral resources of economic importance will not occur as a result of the
development, and that the development would not pose a serious hindrance to future extraction in the
vicinity.
Big Hill to the south of the site is a steep sided topographical feature and the sites topography may
influence the amount of land available for certain land uses and layouts.

105

Appendix 1

In conclusion, an overall major impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies are required to investigate the economic importance of the mineral reserves that will be
affected by the development and whether these can be exploited before development goes ahead. The
layout of the site will need careful consideration in light of the topography of the site. Mitigation of the
effects on agricultural land is likely to be difficult.
SO13: Waste

0

SO14: Water

0

Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective. The site is a greenfield site so presents
little to no opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
OS maps show two small waterbodies on site. Long pond to the south east of the site, and a small pond to
the north west. There may be field drains and other drainage features associated with the sites current
agricultural use. The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ).
Assuming incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should
the site be developed.
The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. EA maps
do show an area of the northern part of the site closer to the A45 to be at high probability of surface water
flooding, this extends into the site towards Oak Spinney and Long pond in the south. There is also a medium
to high probability of surface water flooding shown along Staverton Road to the north west. It is assumed
that drainage design of the site would be able to mitigate this.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no effect
is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be determined
at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and all
developments will adhere to building standards.

SITE 203
SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
Summary:

SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion

The site is bound by the A425 to the east. Browns Road, a small access road is present to the north eastern
corner of the site adjacent to the Royal Oak Industrial Estate, which may have a negative impact upon
noise levels for residents at the perimeter of the site therefore a minor negative effect in relation to noise,
is likely. There are bus routes serving a number of stops along the A425 and A45 east of the site.

SO1b: Reduce the numbers of
people who are affected by air and
noise pollution

Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in
secondary effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air
quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of
traffic on the local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative)
impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities. Constraints from air quality and noise could be mitigated through design and layout of the
development.
2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

-/?

Summary:
Northamptonshire County Council mapping indicates the presence of Historic Environment Assets across the
site including; possible prehistoric/Romano-British Settlement to west of the site.

SO2a: Protect and enhance
designated and undesignated
heritage assets and their setting,
including listed buildings, scheduled
monuments, registered parks and
gardens, registered battlefields,
conservation areas and other
archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

It is noted that Staverton Conservation Area is located 1.4km south west of the site, and Daventry town
centre conservation area is located 1.5km north east of the site. There are a number of listed buildings
within 1km including the closest Manor Farmhouse (Grade II listed, 850m north east), Manor Cottage
(Grade II listed), No.1 - 9 School Street (Grade II listed).
Development could therefore have a minor negative effect on the historic environment assets, although
further investigation would be needed at the planning application stage. See SO9. Landscape and
townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby historic/heritage features.
In conclusion, due to the lack of available information on the historical assets on site, an overall uncertain
minor negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more detailed
assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats,
the integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and
conservation status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal

0

Summary:
Aerial photographs show the site to comprise mainly recreational facilities including a sports park and
football pitch. Areas of woodland and trees are shown around the perimeter of the site.
There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat Regulations
Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next plan making
stage. The site is located approximately 2.2km south east of Daventry Country Park Local Nature Reserve
and 3.5km north of the Badby Wood SSSI.
There are no Potential Wildlife Sites or local wildlife sites located within the site boundary, the closest
potential wildlife site is Elderstubbs Farm Pasture South located adjacent to the south of the site, and
Elderstubbs Farm Pasture, a Local Wildlife Site, is located approximately 300m south of the site. Stepnall
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Spinney Wood Local Wildlife Site is approximately 440m to the south east and Staverton Wood Local
Wildlife Site is located approximately 500m to the south.

SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats
within the area

The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area is located approximately 3km to the east of the site.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.

SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of the
habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss of
biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.

4. Crime and community safety
SO4a: To improve community
safety, reduce crime and the fear of
crime

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None

109

Appendix 1

5. Education and training

+

SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning

Summary:
There are a number of primary schools and secondary schools located within 2km of the site, with primary
and higher education facilities located within 800m (walking distance) of the site. However there is only
access via A425 and the A45 could create a barrier to accessing the town.

SO5b: Promote sustainable modes
of travel to access education

The closest primary school is The Grange Primary School (500m east) and the closest secondary school is
Daventry UTC, both of which are connected to the site by bus, cycle and pedestrian routes. Northampton
college is also located around 850m to the east.
It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools
within Daventry.
Alternative access to educational facilities (without crossing the A45) could be considered for example the
construction of a bridge or underpass connecting any new development.

6. Energy and climatic factors

0

SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current consumption
in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation
and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency. However, the
effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of the
development, instead it will be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None

7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and
reduce health inequalities

-

Summary:
The site is bound by the A425 to the east. Browns Road, a small access road is present to the north eastern
corner of the site adjacent to the Royal Oak Industrial Estate. There is a public footpath to the north of the
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site, and a shared pedestrian cycle way crossing the A425, allowing access to Drayton and towards
Daventry town centre. Kentle wood is located to the north of the site, enabling easy accessibility to open
space.
Danetre Hospital is located approximately 1.75m to the east of this site. It is assumed that all of the site
options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the
expansion of existing facilities.
The southern part of the site currently comprises Staverton Sports park, Daventry indoor bowling club and
Communications Park. It is considered that the development of the site would result in a significant loss of
open outdoor recreational space within Daventry and would therefore require compensatory provision of an
equivalent standard.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within the
sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is assumed
that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local planning policy.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for health and wellbeing.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
8. Labour market and economy

+

Summary:
The site is bound by the A425 to the east, providing access into Daventry Town Centre and surrounding
areas enabling access to local employment opportunities. The Royal Oak Industrial Estate is located
adjacent to the northern boundary of the site, which may provide employment opportunities for new
residents.

SO8a: Improve access to
employment opportunities

It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness

-

Summary:
The site falls within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character Area, an area of
fragmented parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography, medieval and later
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of the landscape, and the features
within them are conserved and
enhanced

fields and nucleated villages. The site is currently developed; comprising recreational facilities including a
sports park and football pitch therefore development is unlikely to have a detrimental effect on the
landscape at this location.
The site is located within a Special Landscape Area and within the Northamptonshire Uplands National
Character Area.

SO9b: Enhance the form and design
of the built environment

In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site could be designed sensitively with respect to the landscape character and views
to/from local landmarks.
10. Material assets

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.

SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of
the local people

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
11. Population and social
deprivation
SO11a: Ensure good access to
services
SO11b: To reduce spatial
inequalities in social opportunities

0/?

Summary:
The site is located to the east of the A425 and relatively close to the centre of Daventry and afforded good
transport links via the major road network. There are bus routes serving a number of stops along the A425
and A45 east of the site, a public footpath to the north of the site, and a shared pedestrian cycle way
crossing the A425, allowing access to Drayton and towards Daventry town centre.
Despite good transport links, the site currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site
scale. Access to services and spatial distribution of inequalities and social opportunities would therefore be
driven by the development design, housing mix and provision of local services and amenities, rather than
by the site’s location. The closest populated area to the site is north east of the A425 which is located
within an LSOA ranked as part of the 30% least deprived areas in the country.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities.
12. Soil, geology and land use

0

Summary:
The bedrock beneath the site is defined as Marlstone Rock Formation (limestone, ferruginous) and is
designated as a Secondary A aquifer. There are no superficial deposits at the site.

SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

The site is currently developed, comprising recreational facilities including a sports park and football pitch.
There are no records of landfill at the site, however Elderstubbs Farm to the north of the site is shown to be
a historical landfill. Other risks such as geohazards and/or UXO may be present at the site but cannot be
assessed at this stage.
This site is on developed land according to Natural England ALC mapping therefore development would
have a neutral effect on preserving soil quality. In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for
soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None.

13: Waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is considered to be greenfield but comprises recreational facilities including a sports park and
football pitch. The site therefore presents little opportunity for re-use of materials in construction. Browns
Road Recycling Centre is located to the north of the site.

SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable
management of waste

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality

0

Summary:
OS maps show one waterbody on site, a small pond located south of the existing pavilion.
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SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use
SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River
Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs

The majority of the site is defined as a Secondary A aquifer. The site is not located within or near a
groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an appropriate drainage design
impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.
The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. EA maps
show an number of localised areas across the site to be at risk of surface water flooding, however this is
likely to be due to topographic levels across the site and could be mitigated by the earthwork and levels
design.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources. Effects on sewerage infrastructure will
depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and network to accommodate additional
demand from new development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on the basis of the
location of individual development sites. The site would involve development of land currently comprising
recreational facilities including a sports park and football pitch. Development could result increase in peak
runoff rates which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated
that this would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified as
an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the pressure on
available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building Regulations.
Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110 litres per person
per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and all
developments will adhere to building standards.

SITE 204 – Employment Site
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SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
Summary:

SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion

Browns Road, a small access road is present to the north eastern of the site adjacent to the Royal Oak
Industrial Estate. The closest main road is the A425 to the east. Activities associated with the Industrial
Estate may have a negative impact upon noise levels at the perimeter of the site, however as this site is
shown for consideration as employment use, a negligible effect in relation to noise is likely.

SO1b: Reduce the numbers of
people who are affected by air and
noise pollution

Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in
secondary effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air
quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of traffic on the
local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is
identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities. Constraints from air quality and noise could be mitigated through design and layout of the
development.

2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage
SO2a: Protect and enhance
designated and undesignated
heritage assets and their setting,

0

Summary:
There are no historic environment assets located on site. Northamptonshire County Council mapping
shows the closest asset to be located adjacent to the western boundary of the site.
It is noted that Daventry town centre conservation area is located 1.7 km north east of the site and
Staverton Conservation Area is located 2.3 km south west of the site. There are no listed buildings on site
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including listed buildings, scheduled
monuments, registered parks and
gardens, registered battlefields,
conservation areas and other
archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

however there are a number of listed buildings within 1km including the closest Manor Farmhouse (Grade
II listed, 1km north east), Manor Cottage (Grade II listed), No.1 - 9 School Street (Grade II listed).
See SO9. Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats,
the integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and
conservation status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal
SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats
within the area
SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs show the site to comprise hedgerows and open fields. Habitats on site have the
potential to host protected rare or notable species. There is also the potential for BAP habitats and species
on site.
There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat Regulations
Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next plan making
stage. The site is located approximately 2.2km south west of Daventry Country Park Local Nature Reserve
and 4km north of the Badby Wood SSSI.
Elderstubbs Farm Pasture, a Local Wildlife Site is located 500m to the south west of the site, and
Elderstubbs Farm Pasture South Potential Wildlife Site is located 400m to the south. The Nene Valley
Nature Improvement Area is located approximately 2.6km to the east of the site.
The potential for green infrastructure provision at this assessed employment site depends on the proposed
employment use.
Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to offset or mitigate
for entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required. If development of the site is
pursued an element of green infrastructure provision could be incorporated into the design, which may
help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat connectivity.
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It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.
4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
employment site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings
to improve safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the
location of development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community
safety, reduce crime and the fear of
crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training

0

Summary:

SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning

Allocating land for employment could potentially increase opportunities for training and
apprenticeships. However, this is outside the scope of the planning regime so this has been scored as
neutral.

SO5b: Promote sustainable modes
of travel to access education
6. Energy and climatic factors
SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change
SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

0

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
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7. Health and well being

+

Summary:
Browns Road, a small access road is present to the north eastern of the site adjacent to the Royal Oak
Industrial Estate. The closest main road is the A425 to the east. There is a cycle route to the south east of
the site which crosses the A425 east of the site allowing access to Drayton and towards Daventry town
centre. And a sports park located in close proximity.

SO7a: To improve health and
reduce health inequalities

It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
employment sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It
is assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for health and wellbeing.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
8. Labour market and economy

++

Summary:
This site is shown for consideration as employment use and therefore will create employment
opportunities. Browns Road, a small access road is present to the north east of the site. The Royal Oak
Industrial Estate is located adjacent to the north of the site.

SO8a: Improve access to
employment opportunities

It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features
within them are conserved and
enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design
of the built environment

-

Summary:
The site falls within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character Area, an area of
fragmented parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography, medieval and later
fields and nucleated villages. The area is not characterised by urban development and the site is
previously undeveloped, therefore development may have a detrimental effect on the landscape at this
location.
The site is located within a Special Landscape Area and within the Northamptonshire Uplands National
Character Area.
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In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site could be designed sensitively with respect to the landscape character and views
to/from local landmarks.
10. Material assets
SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of
the local people
11. Population and social
deprivation
SO11a: Ensure good access to
services
SO11b: To reduce spatial
inequalities in social opportunities
12. Soil, geology and land use
SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

N/A

Summary:
Not applicable for employment sites.

0

Summary:
Allocating land for employment could increase job opportunities for the local population. However, this is
outside the scope of the planning regime as it is scored under SA objective 5, therefore it has been scored
as neutral.

-

Summary:
The bedrock beneath the site comprises Dyrham Formation – Siltstone and Mudstone designated as a
secondary (undifferentiated) aquifer. There are no superficial deposits at the site.
This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality.
The site is currently undeveloped. There are no records of landfill at the site, however Elderstubbs Farm
located to the north of the site is shown to be a historical landfill, therefore there is potential for historical
land contamination. Other risks such as geohazards and/or UXO may be present at the site but cannot be
assessed at this stage.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies are required to investigate the economic importance of the mineral reserves that will be
affected by the development and whether these can be exploited before development goes ahead. The
layout of the site will need careful consideration in light of the topography of the site. Further studies
should be undertaken to ascertain the risk of contamination. Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land
is likely to be difficult.
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13: Waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is greenfield and therefore presents little opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.

SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable
management of waste

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water

0

Summary:

SO14a: Water quality

There are no waterbodies shown to be on site. There is one small waterbody to the south of the site, a
small pond located north of Elderstubbs Farm.

SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters

The majority of the site is defined as a Secondary aquifer. The site is not located within or near a
groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an appropriate drainage design
impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.

SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use
SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River
Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs

The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. EA maps
do not identify the site to be at risk of surface water flooding.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land therefore could result increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified as
an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the pressure
on available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building Regulations.
Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110 litres per person
per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.

Site 208
SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise
SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of people
who are affected by air and noise
pollution

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
Summary:
The site is connected to the road network by a single rural minor road, which links the village of Norton
to the east with Daventry to the west. Road traffic is not considered to be a significant source of air or
noise pollution for the site. The road is served by a single bus route, linking Daventry with rural villages
to the east. The site is bordered on all sides by rural areas, comprising arable farming to the north, east
and south, and by Borough Hill to the west. The village of Norton is located approximately 310m east of
the site.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA.
Given the size of the site, and the limited access to the wider road network, significant traffic impacts
could be expected on the local road network. These may result in secondary effects on air quality and
noise at certain points on the road network. The site’s location far to the east of Daventry and towards
the A5/M1 may encourage motorists/commuters to use rural and minor roads thus impacting upon
villages such as Weedon and Norton.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of
traffic on the local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative)
impact is identified for air quality and noise.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport assessment will be required prior to development and the noise and air quality assessments
could include consideration of key pinch points on the local road network. The Transport Assessment will
include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved
bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.

2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

--

Summary:
This site lies to the east of Borough Hill Scheduled Monument. The Scheduled Monument listing
describes this feature as two iron age hill forts, a defended enclosure, two bronze age barrows and a
Roman building complex and barrow cemetery. There are no other Scheduled Monuments within the
vicinity of the site. There are no Listed Buildings on or near the site. The closest Listed Buildings are
located within the village of Norton to the east.

SO2a: Protect and enhance designated
and undesignated heritage assets and
their setting, including listed buildings,
scheduled monuments, registered
parks and gardens, registered
battlefields, conservation areas and
other archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

The presence of arable agriculture and relatively modern field boundaries across almost all of the site is
likely to have disturbed any near-surface archaeological remains. Nevertheless the site is situated
immediately between the Roman features of Borough Hill and Bannaventa Roman town/Watling Street to
the east. Northamptonshire County Council mapping records a single Historic Environment Asset on site,
referring to the south-easternmost field and named ‘Uncertain Prehistoric Activity’. Although there are
relatively few recorded heritage features on site, the site is situated close to Borough Hill and within the
context of other historic features designated at a national level.
In conclusion, a significant negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
See SO9: Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats, the
integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and conservation
status of species

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs show predominantly arable land on site which is likely to have limited value for
wildlife. Field boundaries appear to comprise intact hedgerows and are dotted with mature trees, both of
which would offer some wildlife value. Overall the majority of the habitats at the site are likely to be of
importance at the site scale only. OS maps show few surface water features on site, although springs
and wells are shown and Environment Agency (EA) surface water flood maps point to the presence of
possible ephemeral watercourses on site.
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SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal

There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat Regulations
Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next plan making
stage. There are no SSSIs within the vicinity of the site; the closest being situated more than 5km to the
south west. The site is located approximately 850m east of Daventry Country Park LNR.
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows one Local Wildlife Site adjacent to the sites southern
boundary (Borough Hill Plantation).

SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats within
the area

In conclusion, the site is not affected by designated sites with the exception of adjacent Local Wildlife
Sites, and comprises mainly habitats of limited value for wildlife (arable land).

SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a
landscape design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.

4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for
the site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to
improve safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the
location of development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community safety,
reduce crime and the fear of crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training
SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning

?

Summary:
The site is currently located in a rural area and there are no educational facilities within the immediate
vicinity, however as part of the Daventry North East SUE primary and secondary education facilities will
be delivered. The nearest schools are located within Daventry but connected by bus routes. It is
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SO5b: Promote sustainable modes of
travel to access education

assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy, but
sustainable transport may be an issue for this relatively remote site.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain impact is identified for education and training due to the location of
the site.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools
within Daventry.

6. Energy and climatic factors

0

SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.

SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and reduce
health inequalities

+/-

Summary:
The site does benefit from existing bus routes, is located adjacent to Borough Hill, a large outdoor area
open for public recreation, and within 1km of Daventry Country Park. There are a number of existing
public rights of way on and connecting to the site, providing access to the countryside to the north and
south and the Grand Union Canal to the north.
Daventry town centre and associated facilities such as Daventry Leisure Centre are accessible by bus.
Danetre Hospital is connected to the site by existing bus routes. It is assumed that all of the site options
would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the
expansion of existing facilities.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
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assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy.
Overall, a mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is identified for health and wellbeing.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site could be used to improve pedestrian and cycle access along Daventry Road to
the north of the site, thus facilitating healthy modes of transport for the site and potentially for the
nearby village of Norton.
8. Labour market and economy

0

Summary:
The site is situated away from employment sites and away from Daventry Town centre, and is not
directly served by major transport routes. Some improvements to the local transport routes and facilities
may be required in order to improve access to employment from the site.

SO8a: Improve access to employment
opportunities

It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural
communities.
Overall, a neutral impact is identified for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features within
them are conserved and enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design of
the built environment

--

Summary:
The site is located within the Nene Valley: Dodford to Olney Historic Landscape Character Area
characterised by the river valley, surrounding mostly modern fields and by nucleated villages. The site is
located away from the urban fringe of Daventry and is predominantly rural in character. As a result
development of the site would present a change in landscape and an expansion of the urban area of
Daventry, effectively enclosing Borough Hill within urban development.
Borough Hill Scheduled Monument to the west of the site is a prominent feature within the local
landscape and with an elevation of over 200m can be seen from a significant distance in all directions,
including the River Nene Valley to the east. Development of the site could affect views to and from the
Scheduled Monument, and affect its setting, as well as the wider historic landscape.
The site is located within the Northamptonshire Uplands National Character Area.
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Development of this site could contribute to settlement coalescence as the site would extend towards the
village of Norton to the north.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape on the basis of
the potential impacts to the setting and views to/from the Borough Hill Scheduled Monument, settlement
encroachment
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
The effects on landscape could be in part mitigated by sensitive architecture and landscaping.
10. Material assets

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council
policy requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies.

SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of the
local people

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
11. Population and social
deprivation
SO11a: Ensure good access to services
SO11b: To reduce spatial inequalities
in social opportunities

0/?

Summary:
The site is located entirely within Daventry 009A LSOA, ranked among the 40% least deprived LSOAs in
the country. The site is relatively close to the centre of Daventry but is relatively poorly served by the
local transport network, with a single minor road serving the site. The site currently has no access to
local amenities and services at the site scale, although as described above, facilities within the remainder
of Daventry are connected to the site by a bus route. Access to services and spatial distribution of
inequalities and social opportunities would primarily be driven by the development design, housing mix
and provision of local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s location.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
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Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities.
12. Soil, geology and land use

-

Summary:
The site is situated across three bedrock formations, from west to east, Whitby Mudstone Formation
(mudstone), Marlstone Rock Formation (limestone) and Dyrham Formation (siltstone and mudstone
interbedded). These bedrock formations are defined as non-aquifer, Secondary A aquifer and Secondary
Undifferentiated aquifer respectively. There are no superficial deposits on site.

SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

The site is predominantly rural and therefore undeveloped, and there are no records of landfill at the
site, therefore risks from contamination are likely to be low. Other risks such as geohazards and/or UXO
may be present at the site but cannot be assessed at this stage.
This site is on Grade 2/3 (good to very good) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC mapping
therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality.
The site is primarily greenfield (aside from a small number of isolated buildings).The site slopes gently
from west to east and topography would be unlikely to present a constraint to development.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land is likely to be difficult.
13: Waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is a greenfield site so presents little to no opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.

SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable management
of waste

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality

0

Summary:
The site is situated within the catchment of the Whilton branch of the River Nene. OS maps show few
surface water features on site, although springs and wells are shown and EA surface water flood maps
point to the presence of possible ephemeral watercourses on site, possibly fed by groundwater from the

127

Appendix 1

SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use
SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River Nene
and Great Ouse CFMPs

adjacent Borough Hill. OS maps show wells within the vicinity of the site. The site is not located within or
near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an appropriate drainage
design, impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.
The site and its immediate surrounds and downstream watercourses are not shown to be at risk of fluvial
flooding according to EA maps. EA surface water maps do show some areas of surface water flood risk
possibly associated with ephemeral watercourses on site. It is assumed that all new developments will be
built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water
resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified
as an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the
pressure on available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building
Regulations. Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110
litres per person per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water
efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality
treatment and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.
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Site 209
SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise
SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of people
who are affected by air and noise
pollution

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
Summary:
The site is detached from the urban edge of Daventry. The site borders the A45, minimising the impacts of
traffic on minor roads. The site is served by five bus routes including routes between Daventry and
Northampton. There are no designated cycle routes and there is no existing pedestrian walkway on the
A45. The site is bordered to the north and west by rural fields, to the south by the A45 and to the east by
the village of Dodford. The site’s linear alignment along the A45 is such that a significant area of the site
will be subject to potential noise and air quality impacts from the road.
There is a vehicle hire and car wash located to the south of the site on the far side of the A45. This could
present a source of minor noise pollution for the site. This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA.
Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network which could result in
secondary noise and air quality effects, although these would be minimised by the sites good links with
the strategic road network (A45).
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
In summary, part of the site area could potentially be affected by noise and air pollution from the adjacent
A45. Development of the site would not be expected to cause noise or air quality impacts on surrounding
receptors and would be expected to benefit sustainable transport.
In conclusion, a mixed positive/negative effect has been identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport assessment will be required prior to development and the noise and air quality assessments
could include consideration of key pinch points on the local road network. The Transport Assessment will
include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved
bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
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2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

-

Summary:
There are no Scheduled Monuments or Listed Buildings on site. The closest Scheduled Monuments are
Borough Hill, located approximately 640m north of the site and Burnt Walls earthworks, located 430m
west of the site. The closest Listed Buildings are located within the village of Dodford to the east of the
site, the closest of which are the Grade II listed ‘Manor Farm House’, and the Grade I listed Church of St
Mary (also several Grade II listed headstones in the churchyard. Both of these features are located
approximately 400m east of the site.

SO2a: Protect and enhance designated
and undesignated heritage assets and
their setting, including listed buildings,
scheduled monuments, registered
parks and gardens, registered
battlefields, conservation areas and
other archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

Northamptonshire County Council mapping show some Historic Environment Assets on site, including
remnants of ridge and furrow fields in the west of the site, The Old Stratford to Dunchurch Turnpike
(associated with the alignment of the A45) and part of Dodford Park, a Deer Park in the eastern extremity
of the site. Development at the site could impact directly on archaeological and cultural heritage features
associated on-site and nearby Historic Environment Assets, although much of the site area has no
recorded features.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage as
development could impact upon the setting or Borough Hill.
See SO9: Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting or integrity of cultural heritage features should be identified through
more detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats, the
integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and conservation
status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs show a mix of habitats on site to comprise pastoral grazing pasture, some of which
show ridge and furrow markings, suggesting little disturbance over centuries. The grassland habitats at
the site may therefore be of significant biodiversity value. Field boundaries appear to comprise mostly
fences with broken lengths of hedgerow dotted with mature trees. There is a stream/river forming the
northern boundary of the site, bordered by trees, and OS maps show a number of marshy areas in the
east of the site possibly spring fed and forming minor tributaries to the above described watercourse.
There are few ponds shown on site with the exception of two large ponds close to the northern boundary
and a pond adjacent to Brookfield farm. The A45 is bordered by trees and intact hedgerow, forming a
continuous linear habitat feature for the length of the site.
There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat Regulations
Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next plan making
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SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats within
the area

stage. There are no SSSIs within the vicinity of the site. The closest SSSI is Badby Wood SSSI, located
approximately 3.3km south west of the site.
Daventry Country Park Local Nature Reserve is located approximately 2.3km north west of the site. There
are no Local Wildlife Sites shown on site, but Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows one
Potential Wildlife Sites on site related to the large pond close to the northern boundary described above.

SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area (an area that will deliver a step change in nature conservation,
where a local partnership has a shared vision for their natural environment) is located approximately
400m south of the site.
The majority of the site is occupied by arable land with limited value for wildlife and hedgerow connectivity
across the site is poor. The blocks of grassland and woodland on site, ponds and watercourses therefore
form the primary ecological interest at the site, and these may present less of a spatial constraint to
sensitive development proposals.
In conclusion, a minor negative effect is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:

4. Crime and community safety

0

If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community safety,
reduce crime and the fear of crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training
SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning
SO5b: Promote sustainable modes of
travel to access education

?

Summary:
The site is located in a rural area and there are no educational facilities within the immediate vicinity.
There are no schools at Dodford to the east. There are primary and secondary schools located within
Daventry, connected to the site by bus routes, but pedestrian and cycle access is poor and the site is
located some distance from Daventry town centre.
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It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain impact is identified for education and training due to the location of the
site.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Provision of new schools may be necessary to provide sufficient education facilities for this site, given its
distance from existing schools.
6. Energy and climatic factors

0

SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.

SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and reduce
health inequalities

0

Summary:
The site borders the A45 and is served by bus routes including routes between Daventry and
Northampton. There are no designated cycle routes and there is no existing pedestrian walkway on the
A45.
There are public rights of way located on site, including two bridleways linking to Dodford in the eastern
part of the site. A byway/green lane is located to the north of the site (off site) which links Dodford to
Daventry and Borough Hill, but this route cannot be reached from the site except via Dodford to the east.
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It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyle, however the
site is detached from Daventry.
It is assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy. It is assumed that all of the site options would include the provision of new healthcare
facilities to support the growing population, or the expansion of existing facilities.
In conclusion, a neutral effect has been identified overall, based on the site’s current distance and limited
pedestrian connectivity to health and recreational facilities, and the potential to improve access to health
and recreation on a site scale through development of the site.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
8. Labour market and economy

0

Summary:
The site borders the A45, facilitating good road access to Daventry town centre and Northampton, as well
as the wider strategic road network and is served by bus routes including routes between Daventry and
Northampton. The site is poorly served by existing cycle and pedestrian routes.,

SO8a: Improve access to employment
opportunities

Due to the relatively isolated location of the site, access to employment facilities is scored as neutral.
In conclusion, overall, a neutral effect is identified for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features within
them are conserved and enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design of
the built environment

--

Summary:
The site falls within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character Area, an area of
fragmented parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography, medieval and later
fields and nucleated villages. The site has a rural character and is previously undeveloped therefore
development may have a detrimental effect on the landscape at this location.
There are no Scheduled Monuments or Listed Buildings on site. The closest Scheduled Monuments are
Borough Hill, located approximately 640m north of the site and Burnt Walls earthworks, located 430m
west of the site. The closest Listed Buildings are located within the village of Dodford to the east of the
site, the closest of which are the Grade II listed ‘Manor Farm House’, and the Grade I listed Church of St
Mary (also several Grade II listed headstones in the churchyard. Both of these features are located
approximately 400m east of the site.
The site is located within the Northamptonshire Uplands National Character Area.
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Development of the site could result in coalescence of the urban areas of Daventry and the village of
Dodford to the east, and could result in detrimental effects on the setting and views to/from nearby
heritage features including Borough Hill Scheduled Monument and Listed Buildings at Dodford.
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows a number of Historic Environment Assets on or close to
the site, including amongst others Dodford Deer Park, remnants of which are likely to remain in the
landscape. Parts of the site also exhibit medieval ridge and furrow field markings. Both of these historic
landscape features could be affected by development at the site.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
The effects on landscape could be in part mitigated by sensitive architecture and landscaping and by low
density housing.
10. Material assets

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.

SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of the
local people

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
11. Population and social
deprivation
SO11a: Ensure good access to services
SO11b: To reduce spatial inequalities
in social opportunities

Summary:
0/?

The site is located across Daventry 010A and 009C LSOAs, ranked among the 30% least deprived LSOAs
in the country according to the Indices of Multi-Deprivation. The site is located more than 2.5km from the
centre of Daventry, but serviced by five bus routes and linked to Daventry and Northampton by the A45.
The site currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale. Access to services and
spatial distribution of inequalities and social opportunities would primarily be driven by the development
design, housing mix and provision of local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s location.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities.
12. Soil, geology and land use

-

Summary:
The site, owing to its size and linear shape is located across a number of different geological formations.
Bedrock comprises mudstone/siltstone and limestones of the Whitby Mudstone/Dyrham Formation and the
Marlstone formation respectively, defined as Secondary A and Secondary Undifferentiated aquifers. BGS
maps also show superficial deposits comprising glaciofluvial sand and gravel, mainly in the east of the site,
defined as a Secondary A aquifer.

SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

The site is predominantly rural and therefore undeveloped. There are two records for historic landfill on
site, both in the east of the site named Dodford Gravel Pit and Manor Farm, which accepted inert and
commercial wastes and were active in the mid to late 20th Century. Landfill is a potential source of ground
contamination. Other risks such as geohazards and/or UXO may be present at the site but cannot be
assessed at this stage.
This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality. The site is
primarily greenfield (aside from a small number of isolated farm buildings).
The site is undulating, generally sloping from south to north towards the watercourse at the northern
boundary. Topography would be unlikely to present a constraint to development.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies should be undertaken to ascertain the risk of contamination. Mitigation of the effects on
agricultural land is likely to be difficult.
13: Waste
SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable management
of waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is a greenfield site so presents little to no opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use
SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River Nene
and Great Ouse CFMPs

-

Summary:
The site is situated within the catchment of the Whilton branch of the River Nene. OS maps show a
number of small watercourses, marshy ground and some ponds on site. Surface water generally flows
from south to north or west to east on site, joining the watercourse which forms the sites northern
boundary. Parts of the northern boundary of the site are located within Flood Zone 3, and therefore
considered to be at risk of fluvial flooding associated with the adjacent watercourse. There are larger parts
of the site shown to be at risk of surface water flooding, possibly associated with small on-site ephemeral
watercourses.
The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming
incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site
be developed.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources. Effects on sewerage infrastructure will
depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and network to accommodate additional
demand from new development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on the basis of the
location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified as
an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the pressure
on available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building Regulations.
Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110 litres per person
per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for water, based on the flood risk at the site
from a number of sources and the presence of sensitive water receptors on site.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk. Other flood attenuation measures may be
required.
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Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.

Site 298
SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise
SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of people
who are affected by air and noise
pollution

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
0/-

Evidence
Summary:
The site is connected to the strategic road network by a single road which connects to the A361 880m
south of the site. The site is well served by sustainable transport routes including a national cycle route
and good pedestrian access, all via Welton Lane to the west of the site. The site is bordered to the north
east, east and south by rural fields, and to the south west and north west by urban areas of Daventry and
Welton respectively.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA. Development at the site could result in traffic impacts
on the local road network. These may result in secondary effects on air quality and noise at certain points
on the road network.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of
traffic on the local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (neutral or minor negative) impact is
identified for air quality and noise.
In conclusion, an overall mixed (neutral and minor negative) impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport assessment will be required prior to development and the noise and air quality assessments
could include consideration of key pinch points on the local road network. The Transport Assessment will
include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved
bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
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2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

--

Summary:
There are no Scheduled Monuments or Listed Buildings on site. The closest Scheduled Monument is
Borough Hill, located approximately 1.7km south of the site. The closest Listed Buildings are located within
the village of Welton to the north of the site, the closest of which is the Grade II listed Welton Manor. A
further Listed Building, Crockwell Cottage (Grade II) is located 480m north east of the site.

SO2a: Protect and enhance designated
and undesignated heritage assets and
their setting, including listed buildings,
scheduled monuments, registered
parks and gardens, registered
battlefields, conservation areas and
other archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

The site is located immediately adjacent to the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area, therefore
development at the site could impact directly on archaeological and cultural heritage features associated
with the Grand Union Canal and other nearby heritage features.
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows a number of Historic Environment Assets across the
site, including medieval ridge and furrow and features associated with the Grand Union Canal and Welton
Manor.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage due to
the proximity of the Grand Union Conservation Area.
See SO9: Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats, the
integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and conservation
status of species

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs show a mix of habitats on site to comprise mainly arable fields in the west and
grassland pasture in the east. Field boundaries appear to comprise intact hedgerows and are dotted with
mature trees, both of which would offer some wildlife value. There are two substantial watercourses on
site. The Grand Union Canal embankment comprises woodland and scrub habitat throughout the length of
the southern site boundary.

SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal

There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat Regulations
Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next plan making
stage. There are no SSSIs within the vicinity of the site.
Thrupp Covert Local Wildlife Site lies approximately 80m to the south east of this site. Borough Hill Field
Local Wildlife Site is within approximately 850m of the south of this site, and there are also a number of
Potential Wildlife Sites within and adjacent to the site.

SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats within
the area

The majority of habitats on site are of limited value or could be retained and/or replaced should the site
be developed. Replacement of large areas of grassland habitat may be more challenging within the
confines of the site and the watercourses on site could be affected with regards to their biodiversity.
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Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to offset or mitigate
for entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.

SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.

4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community safety,
reduce crime and the fear of crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training
SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning
SO5b: Promote sustainable modes of
travel to access education

+

Summary:
The site is located in a rural area and there are no educational facilities within the immediate vicinity
however as part of the Daventry North East SUE, primary and secondary education facilities will be
provided. There is a single primary school within Welton to the north of the site (within walking distance).
There are further primary and secondary schools located within Daventry, connected to the site by bus,
cycle and pedestrian routes.
It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy but
sustainable transport may be an issue for this relatively remote site.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools
within Daventry.

6. Energy and climatic factors

0

SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.

SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and reduce
health inequalities

+

Summary:
The site is well served by sustainable transport routes including a national cycle route, a bus route and
good pedestrian access, all via Welton Lane to the west of the site. Access to healthcare and leisure
facilities in Daventry is therefore likely to be good. The site is also located adjacent to the Grand Union
Canal and its associated towpaths and waterway. The site is also located within close proximity to
Daventry Country Park. The Daventry Country Park is to be extended as part of the North East SUE.
There is a single public right of way (bridle path) located on site, crossing the site north/south and linking
the villages of Welton and Norton.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy. It is assumed that all of the site options would include the provision of new healthcare
facilities to support the growing population, or the expansion of existing facilities.
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In conclusion, overall, a minor positive effect is identified based on the site’s proximity to walking and
cycling routes, good connection to healthcare facilities and close proximity to outdoor recreation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
8. Labour market and economy

0

Summary:
The site, although situated away from Daventry town centre and other employment sites, is served by a
minor road that connects to the A361 approximately 880m south of the site. The site is served by a bus
route and by cycle and pedestrian routes from Daventry town centre.

SO8a: Improve access to employment
opportunities

It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, overall, a neutral effect is identified for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features within
them are conserved and enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design of
the built environment

--

Summary:
The site is located within the Nene Valley: Dodford to Olney Historic Landscape Character Area
characterised by the river valley, surrounding mostly modern fields and by nucleated villages. The site is
located close to the urban fringe of Daventry and is predominantly rural in character.
There are no Scheduled Monuments or Listed Buildings on site. The closest Scheduled Monument is
Borough Hill, located approximately 1.7km south of the site. The closest Listed Buildings are located within
the village of Welton to the north of the site, the closest of which is the Grade II listed Welton Manor. The
site is located immediately adjacent to the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area.
The site is located within the Northamptonshire Uplands National Character Area.
Development of the site could result in coalescence of the urban areas of Daventry and the village of
Welton, and could result in detrimental effects on the setting and views to/from nearby heritage features
such as the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area and the nearby Welton Manor Listed Building.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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The effects on landscape could be in part mitigated by sensitive architecture and landscaping.
10. Material assets

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.

SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of the
local people

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
11. Population and social
deprivation

Summary:
0/?

The site is located within Daventry 009A LSOA and Daventry 003A LSOA, both ranked among the 40%
least deprived LSOAs in the country. The site is located more than 2.5km from the centre of Daventry, but
serviced by an existing bus route and a cycle route on Welton Lane to the west of the site. The site
currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale, although as described above,
facilities within the remainder of Daventry are connected to the site by a bus route. Access to services and
spatial distribution of inequalities and social opportunities would primarily be driven by the development
design, housing mix and provision of local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s location.

SO11a: Ensure good access to services
SO11b: To reduce spatial inequalities
in social opportunities

In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities.
12. Soil, geology and land use
SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

-

Summary:
The site is mainly situated on mudstone bedrock belonging to the Charmouth Mudstone Formation
(Secondary Undifferentiated aquifer).BGS maps also show superficial deposits comprising alluvium
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associated with the watercourse on site, and glaciofluvial sand and gravel in the south west and south
east of the site, both defined as Secondary A aquifers.
The site is predominantly rural and therefore undeveloped, and there are no records of landfill at the site,
therefore risks from contamination are likely to be low. Other risks such as geohazards and/or UXO may
be present at the site but cannot be assessed at this stage.
This site is on Grade 2/3 (good to very good quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality. The site is
primarily greenfield (aside from a small number of isolated buildings).
The site slopes gently from west to east and topography would be unlikely to present a constraint to
development.
The site is designated as a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel. Under Policy 32 of the
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan Mineral Safeguarding Areas will have to demonstrate
that the sterilisation of proven mineral resources of economic importance will not occur as a result of the
development, and that the development would not pose a serious hindrance to future extraction in the
vicinity.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies are required to investigate the economic importance of the mineral reserves that will be
affected by the development and whether these can be exploited before development goes ahead.
Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land is likely to be difficult.
13: Waste
SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable management
of waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is a greenfield site so presents little to no opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
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14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use
SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River Nene
and Great Ouse CFMPs

-

Summary:
The site is situated within the catchment of the Whilton branch of the River Nene. A network of tributaries,
part of the Welton Village Tributary, confluence on site, generally flowing eastwards. The Welton Village
Tributary links Daventry Reservoir with the River Nene.

The watercourses on site are associated within medium to high fluvial flood risk (Flood Zones 2 and 3) and
low to high surface water flood risk comprising a large proportion of the site area. The site is located
immediately adjacent to the Grand Union Canal. The site is located within an area considered to be at risk
of flooding from reservoirs. The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone
(SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be
unlikely should the site be developed. It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high
standards of water efficiency, as such; no effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified as
an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the pressure
on available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building Regulations.
Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110 litres per person
per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for water, based on the flood risk at the site
from a number of sources and the presence of sensitive water receptors on site.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk. Further measures to reduce flood risk may be
required.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.
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SITE 300
SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
0/-

Evidence
Summary:
The northern boundary of this site buffers the A45, and the eastern boundary buffers the A361. Daventry
Road is shown to intersect the north east portion of the site. Two bus routes and a cycle route serve the
unnamed lane to the east of the site, linking the village of Newnham to the south with Daventry. It is
unlikely that the current access to the site could support traffic generated by additional development.

SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of people
who are affected by air and noise
pollution

The site buffers the A45 and A361, which could result in noise disturbance for residents in the north of the
site; therefore a minor negative effect in relation to noise is likely. Development at the site could result in
traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in secondary effects on air quality and noise at
certain points on the road network.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air
quality.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of
traffic on the local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (neutral or minor negative) impact is
identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport assessment will be required prior to development. Constraints from air quality and noise could
be mitigated through design and layout of the development. The Transport Assessment will include
mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved bus
services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.

2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage
SO2a: Protect and enhance designated
and undesignated heritage assets and

-/?

Summary:
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows a number of Historic Environment Assets across the
site, including; Ridge and Furrow (fields) and the late Saxon Charter boundary, which runs through the
northern portion of the site. There are three listed buildings within 1km including the Grade II listed
windmill located approximately 60m south of the eastern part of the site.
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their setting, including listed buildings,
scheduled monuments, registered
parks and gardens, registered
battlefields, conservation areas and
other archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

Development could therefore have a minor negative effect on the historic environment assets, although
further investigation would be needed.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / minor negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural
heritage.
See SO9. Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats, the
integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and conservation
status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs show the site to comprise grassland pasture, hedgerows, open fields and small areas
of woodland and scrub. Habitats on site have the potential to host protected rare or notable species. There
is also the potential for BAP habitats and species on site.
There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat Regulations
Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next plan making
stage.The site is located approximately 1.9km south east of Daventry Country Park Local Nature Reserve
and 2.4km north of the Badby Wood SSSI.
There is a Potential Wildlife Sites located within the site boundary (between Fox Hill and the A45) and
Pond Spinney and Oak Spinney Local Wildlife Sites both lie between 500 and 600m to the north west of
this site.

SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats within
the area

The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area (an area that will deliver a step change in nature conservation,
where a local partnership has a shared vision for their natural environment) is located approximately
1.25km to the north east of the site.

SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
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It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.
4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community safety,
reduce crime and the fear of crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training

+

SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning

Summary:
There are four primary schools and a secondary school located within 2km of the site. The closest primary
school is The Grange Primary School which is within walking distance of the site (800m). The site is
connected to Daventry town centre by several bus routes which would facilitate transport to educational
facilities across the town.

SO5b: Promote sustainable modes of
travel to access education

It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools
within Daventry.
6. Energy and climatic factors
SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change

0

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be

147

Appendix 1

determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.

SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being

+

Summary:
The northern boundary of this site buffers the A45, and the eastern boundary buffers the A361. Daventry
Road is shown to intersect the north east portion of the site. Two bus routes and a cycle route serve the
unnamed lane to the east of the site, linking the village of Newnham to the south with Daventry. There
are no existing public footpaths on site. There is a rugby/ athletics club located to the north of the A45.

SO7a: To improve health and reduce
health inequalities

Danetre Hospital is located approximately 500m to the north of this site. It is assumed that all of the site
options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the
expansion of existing facilities.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for health and wellbeing.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
8. Labour market and economy
SO8a: Improve access to employment
opportunities

+

Summary:
The northern boundary of this site buffers the A45, and the western boundary buffers the A361, providing
access into Daventry Town Centre and surrounding areas enabling access to local employment
opportunities.
It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape

--

Summary:
The site falls within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character Area, an area of
fragmented parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography, medieval and later
fields and nucleated villages. The area is not characterised by urban development and the site is
previously undeveloped, therefore development may have a detrimental effect on the landscape at this
location. Fox Hill is likely to be visible from a significant distance to the north and from view points and
historic features to the east and west including Borough Hill Scheduled Monument. Fox Hill is a steep sided
topographical feature at the centre of the site and the sites topography may influence the amount of land
available for certain land uses and layouts.

SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features within
them are conserved and enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design of
the built environment

The site is located within a Special Landscape Area. The site is located within the Northamptonshire
Uplands National Character Area.
In addition, development of this site could contribute to settlement encroachment as the site would extend
towards the village of Newnham to the south.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site could be designed sensitively with respect to the landscape character and views
to/from local landmarks. This might involve sensitive architectural design and avoidance of developing the
high points at the site (e.g. Fox Hill)
10. Material assets
SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of the
local people

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
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11. Population and social
deprivation

?/0

Summary:
The site is located to the south of the A45 and relatively close to the centre of Daventry and afforded good
transport links via the major road network. Despite good transport links, the site currently has no access
to local amenities and services at the site scale. Access to services and spatial distribution of inequalities
and social opportunities would therefore be driven by the development design, housing mix and provision
of local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s location.

SO11a: Ensure good access to services
SO11b: To reduce spatial inequalities
in social opportunities

Two bus routes and a cycle route serve the unnamed lane to the east of the site, linking the village of
Newnham to the south with Daventry. The closest populated area to the site is a suburban housing estate
to the north of the A45, which is located within a Lower Super Output Area (LSOA) which is ranked as part
of the 30% least deprived areas in the country.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements. A Transport
Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The Transport
Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples
includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
12. Soil, geology and land use
SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

--

Summary:
The bedrock beneath the site is defined as Whitby Mudstone formation (mudstone), which is a nonaquifer, with the exception of Fox hill at the centre of the site, which comprises an outcrop of
Northampton Sandstone formation (sandstone, limestone and ironstone), a Secondary A aquifer. There
are no superficial deposits at the site.
The site is predominantly rural and therefore undeveloped, with the exception of Fox Hill farm and the
northern site boundary along Stefen Way/A45, and there are no records of landfill at the site, therefore
risks from contamination are likely to be low. Other risks such as geohazards and/or unexploded ordnance
(UXO) may be present at the site but cannot be assessed at this stage.
This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality. The site is
primarily greenfield (aside from a small number of isolated buildings), which would contribute further to
the already negative likely effect identified.
The site is designated as a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel. Under Policy 32 of the
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan Mineral Safeguarding Areas will have to demonstrate
that the sterilisation of proven mineral resources of economic importance will not occur as a result of the
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development, and that the development would not pose a serious hindrance to future extraction in the
vicinity.
Fox Hill is a steep sided topographical feature at the centre of the site and the sites topography may
influence the amount of land available for certain land uses and layouts.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies are required to investigate the economic importance of the mineral reserves that will be
affected by the development and whether these can be exploited before development goes ahead. The
layout of the site will need careful consideration in light of the topography of the site. Mitigation of the
effects on agricultural land is likely to be difficult.
13: Waste

-

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is a greenfield site so presents little to no opportunity for in situ re-use of materials in
construction.
The topography at the site may necessitate extensive earthworks in order to facilitate development, and
this may result in significant quantities of soil waste to be removed from the site.

SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable management
of waste

In conclusion, a minor negative impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Sustainable waste management need to be built into the design of the development to manage both
construction and operational waste.
14: Water

0

Summary:

SO14a: Water quality

OS maps show two small watercourses on site and a small pond. There may be field drains and other
drainage features associated with the current agricultural use.

SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters

OS maps show a well at the site. The majority of the site is defined as a non-aquifer, with the exception of
Fox Hill (Secondary A aquifer). The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection
Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be
unlikely should the site be developed.

SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding

The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. EA maps
do show an area of the northern part of the site to be at risk of surface water flooding.

151

Appendix 1

SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use

It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.

SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River Nene
and Great Ouse CFMPs

Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites. The site would
involve development of greenfield land and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates which could have
an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this would be managed
through an appropriate drainage design.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.

Site 301
SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise
SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of people
who are affected by air and noise
pollution

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
Summary:
The site is well served by sustainable transport routes including a national cycle route and good pedestrian
access via Welton Lane to the east of the site, and by two bus routes on the A361 to the west of the site.
The site is bordered to the north by rural fields, to the west by the A361 beyond which lie rural fields, to
the north east by the village of Welton, to the west by Welton Lane and rural fields and to the south by
the Grand Union Canal and a suburban housing estate.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA.
Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network which could result in
secondary noise and air quality effects, although these would be minimised by the site’s good links with
the strategic road network. It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor
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positive effect on sustainable transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be
provided as part of the new development at any site.
Overall, the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants, and any secondary
effects on local air quality and noise as a result of increased traffic would be minimal.
In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is identified for air quality and
noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport assessment will be required prior to development and the noise and air quality assessments
could include consideration of key pinch points on the local road network. The Transport Assessment will
include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved
bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage
SO2a: Protect and enhance designated
and undesignated heritage assets and
their setting, including listed buildings,
scheduled monuments, registered
parks and gardens, registered
battlefields, conservation areas and
other archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

--

Summary:
There are no Scheduled Monuments or Listed Buildings on site. The closest Scheduled Monuments are
Borough Hill, located approximately 2km south east of the site and the Medieval Settlement of Ashby
Ledgers, located 2km to the north of the site. The closest Listed Buildings are located within the village of
Welton to the north east of the site, the closest of which is the Grade II listed ‘The Manor House’, the
grounds of which are located immediately adjacent to the site.
The south of the site is within the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area. Northamptonshire County Council
mapping shows a number of Historic Environment Assets across the site, including amongst others Welton
Place landscaped park which occupies much of the eastern half of the site, a Romano British settlement,
the Banbury to Lutterworth Turnpike (the sites western boundary), the Grand Union Canal and a probable
early-Saxon cemetery.
Development at the site could impact directly on archaeological and cultural heritage features associated
with the Grand Union Canal and on-site Historic Environment Assets.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
See SO9: Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting or integrity of cultural heritage features should be identified through
more detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.
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3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs show a mix of habitats on site comprising mainly arable land interspersed with
significant bodies of woodland, large and small ponds and watercourses with springs. Field boundaries
appear to comprise broken lengths of hedgerow dotted with mature trees. The Grand Union Canal
embankment is set within a block of woodland on site.

SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats, the
integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and conservation
status of species

There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat Regulations
Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next plan making
stage. There are no SSSIs within the vicinity of the site. Daventry Country Park Local Nature Reserve is
located approximately 900m south of the site.

SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal

The southern area of the site is shown to be a Local wildlife site (Site of Interest for Nature Conservation)
designated because of importance for wildlife at a county or local level.

SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats within
the area

The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area (an area that will deliver a step change in nature conservation,
where a local partnership has a shared vision for their natural environment) is located approximately
200m east of the site.

SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

The majority of the site is occupied by arable land with limited value for wildlife and hedgerow connectivity
across the site is poor. The blocks of woodland on site, ponds and watercourses therefore form the
primary ecological interest at the site, and these may present less of a spatial constraint to sensitive
development proposals.
It is assumed that all sites would incorporate an element of green infrastructure provision, which may help
to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat connectivity; therefore all sites could have a
minor positive effect on this element of the objective. It is expected that any net loss of biodiversity value
could be addressed through sensitive development proposals and on-site mitigation.
In conclusion, a minor negative effect is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
It may be possible at this site to achieve net gains in biodiversity through implementation of ecological
enhancement and protection of those site features with ecological value.

4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
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SO4a: To improve community safety,
reduce crime and the fear of crime

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None

5. Education and training

+

Summary:

SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning

There is a single primary school within Welton to the north east of the site (within walking distance).
There are further primary and secondary schools located within Daventry, connected to the site by bus,
cycle and pedestrian routes.

SO5b: Promote sustainable modes of
travel to access education

It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools
within Daventry.

6. Energy and climatic factors
SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change
SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

0

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being

+

Summary:
The site is connected directly to the strategic road network (A361) to the west. The site is well served by
sustainable transport routes including a national cycle route, a bus route and good pedestrian access via
Welton Lane to the east of the site, and by two bus routes on the A361 to the west of the site. There is no
existing pedestrian walkway on the A361. Access to healthcare and leisure facilities in Daventry is
therefore likely to be good.
The site is also located adjacent to the Grand Union Canal and its associated towpaths and waterway and
to a network of informal footpath routes associated with the suburban housing to the south. The site is
also located within close proximity to Daventry Country Park and Drayton Reservoir.

SO7a: To improve health and reduce
health inequalities

There are no public rights of way located on site, the closest being the Grand Union Canal towpath,
located immediately adjacent to the sites south eastern boundary.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy. It is assumed that all of the site options would include the provision of new healthcare
facilities to support the growing population, or the expansion of existing facilities.
In conclusion, overall, a minor positive effect is identified based on the sites proximity to walking and
cycling routes, good connection to healthcare facilities and close proximity to outdoor recreation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
8. Labour market and economy
SO8a: Improve access to employment
opportunities

+

Summary:
The site is well served by sustainable transport routes including a national cycle route, a bus route and
good pedestrian access via Welton Lane to the east of the site, and by two bus routes on the A361 to the
west of the site.
The site is situated close to existing and proposed employment sites in the western quarter of Daventry,
connected by main roads avoiding Daventry town centre.
In conclusion, overall, a minor positive effect is identified for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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None
9. Landscape and townscape

--

Summary:
The site is located within the Nene Valley: Dodford to Olney Historic Landscape Character Area,
characterised by the river valley, surrounding mostly modern fields and by nucleated villages. The site is
located close to the urban fringe of Daventry and is predominantly rural in character.

SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features within
them are conserved and enhanced

There are no Scheduled Monuments or Listed Buildings on site. The closest Scheduled Monuments are
Borough Hill, located approximately 2km south east of the site and the Medieval Settlement of Ashby St
Ledgers, located 2km to the north of the site. The closest Listed Buildings are located within the village of
Welton to the north east of the site, the closest of which is the Grade II listed ‘The Manor House’, the
grounds of which are located immediately adjacent to the site.

SO9b: Enhance the form and design of
the built environment

The south of the site is shown to be within the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area. A significant
proportion of the eastern part of the site is occupied by a Tree Protection Order (TPO) Area and two TPO
woodlands, therefore development will have a negative impact upon the character of the area.
The site is located within the Northamptonshire Uplands National Character Area.
Development of the site could result in coalescence of the urban areas of Daventry and the village of
Welton, and could result in detrimental effects on the setting and views to/from nearby heritage features
such as the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area and the nearby The Manor House Listed Building.
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows a number of Historic Environment Assets across the
site, including amongst others Welton Place landscaped park which occupies much of the eastern half of
the site. Remnants of this parkland appear to remain in the form of TPO trees/woodland and ponds.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
The effects on landscape could be in part mitigated by sensitive architecture and landscaping.
10. Material assets
SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of the
local people

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
11. Population and social
deprivation

Summary:
0/?

The site is located within Daventry 003A LSOA, ranked among the 40% least deprived LSOAs in the
country. The site is located more than 2.5km from the centre of Daventry, but serviced by an existing bus
routes and a cycle routes on Welton Lane and the A361. The site currently has no access to local
amenities and services at the site scale, although as described above, facilities within the remainder of
Daventry are connected to the site. Access to services and spatial distribution of inequalities and social
opportunities would primarily be driven by the development design, housing mix and provision of local
services and amenities, rather than by the site’s location.

SO11a: Ensure good access to services
SO11b: To reduce spatial inequalities
in social opportunities

In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities.
12. Soil, geology and land use
SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

-

Summary:
The site is mainly situated on mudstone bedrock belonging to the Dyrham, Charmouth and Whitby
Formations, with some limestone belonging to the Marlstone Rock formation in the west of the site (all
Secondary undifferentiated aquifers). BGS maps also show superficial deposits comprising glaciofluvial
sand and gravel in the east of the site, defined as a Secondary A aquifer.
The site is predominantly rural and therefore undeveloped, and there are no records of landfill at the site,
therefore risks from contamination are likely to be low. Other risks such as geohazards and/or UXO may
be present at the site but cannot be assessed at this stage.
This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality. The site is
primarily greenfield (aside from a small number of isolated farm buildings).
The site slopes gently from north west to south east and topography would be unlikely to present a
constraint to development.
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The site is designated as a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel. Under Policy 32 of the
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan Mineral Safeguarding Areas will have to demonstrate
that the sterilisation of proven mineral resources of economic importance will not occur as a result of the
development, and that the development would not pose a serious hindrance to future extraction in the
vicinity.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies are required to investigate the economic importance of the mineral reserves that will be
affected by the development and whether these can be exploited before development goes ahead.
Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land is likely to be difficult.
13: Waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is a greenfield site so presents little to no opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.

SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable management
of waste

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use

0

Summary:
The site is situated within the catchment of the Whilton branch of the River Nene. OS maps show a
number of small watercourses and ponds, possibly linked, on site. OS maps show a number of ‘issues’ and
a spring on site, suggesting upwelling of groundwater and/or emergence of streams from culverts. Surface
water generally flows from north west to south east on site, joining tributaries to the River Nene off site to
the east. The majority of surface water features on site are associated with areas of woodland or field
boundaries.
There are no areas shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding on site, but a number of areas are shown as at
risk of surface water flooding corresponding to the network of watercourses and ponds on site. The site is
located immediately adjacent to the Grand Union Canal. The south eastern corner of the site is located
within an area considered to be at risk of flooding from reservoirs, with Drayton Reservoir located 690m
upstream. The canal enters the Braunston Tunnel adjacent to the site boundary.

SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
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management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River Nene
and Great Ouse CFMPs

The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming
incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site
be developed.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.Effects on sewerage infrastructure will
depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and network to accommodate additional
demand from new development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on the basis of the
location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.

SITE 303
SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise
SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
Summary:
The site is connected directly to the strategic road network (A361) to the east and Welton Road to the
north. The A361 may have a negative impact upon noise levels for new residents at the perimeter of the
site.
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SO1b: Reduce the numbers of
people who are affected by air and
noise pollution

The site is well served by sustainable transport routes including a bus route serving the A361 into
Daventry town centre, and good pedestrian access via Welton Lane to the east of the site. There is no
existing pedestrian walkway on the A361.
Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in
secondary effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air
quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of
traffic on the local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative)
impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities. Constraints from air quality and noise could be mitigated through design and layout of the
development.

2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage
SO2a: Protect and enhance
designated and undesignated
heritage assets and their setting,
including listed buildings, scheduled
monuments, registered parks and
gardens, registered battlefields,
conservation areas and other
archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

-

Summary:
Northamptonshire County Council mapping indicates the presence of Historic Environment Assets across
the site, including; an uncertain, prehistoric activity on site and the Banbury to Lutterworth Turnpike
historic toll road shown along the eastern site boundary. There are no listed buildings on site, the closest
Listed building is the Farm buildings associated with Middlemore Farmhouse (Grade II listed) shown 500m
south of the site. The Grand Union Canal Conservation area is located 250m to the south of the site.
Development is therefore likely to have a minor negative effect on the historic environment assets and
further investigation would be needed at the planning application stage.
It is noted that Daventry town centre conservation area is located 3.2km south of the site and Staverton
Conservation Area is located 5km south of the site. There are no scheduled monuments within 1km of the
site.
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See SO9. Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.
3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats,
the integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and
conservation status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal
SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats
within the area
SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs show the site to comprise arable land and hedgerows. The majority of the site is
occupied by arable land with limited value for wildlife and hedgerow connectivity across the site is poor.
There is an area of deciduous woodland shown towards the west of the site designated as a Potential
Wildlife Site. This habitat has the potential to host protected rare or notable species. The Daventry
Disused Railway Local Wildlife site is located 650m south of the site. The Nene Valley Nature Improvement
Area is located approximately 1.7km to the east of the site.
There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat Regulations
Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next plan making
stage. The site is located approximately 1.8km north west of Daventry Country Park Local Nature Reserve.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to offset or mitigate
for entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
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Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.

4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community
safety, reduce crime and the fear of
crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training
SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning
SO5b: Promote sustainable modes
of travel to access education

+

Summary:
The site is located in a rural area and there are no educational facilities within the immediate vicinity.
There is one primary school (Ashby Fields Primary School) located within 2km of the site. There are
further primary and secondary schools located within Daventry, connected to the site by bus, cycle and
pedestrian routes.
It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools
within Daventry.
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6. Energy and climatic factors

0

SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.

SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and
reduce health inequalities

+

Summary:
The site is well served by sustainable transport routes including a bus route serving the A361 into
Daventry town centre, and good pedestrian access via Welton Lane to the east of the site. There is no
existing pedestrian walkway on the A361.
The site is located close to the Grand Union Canal and its associated towpaths and waterways, Drayton
Reservoir and to a network of informal footpath routes associated with the suburban housing to the south.
There are no public rights of way located on site, the closest being the Grand Union Canal towpath,
located immediately adjacent to the sites south eastern boundary.
Danetre Hospital is located approximately 3.8km to the south of this site. It is assumed that all of the site
options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the
expansion of existing facilities.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for health and wellbeing.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
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8. Labour market and economy

+

Summary:
The site is connected directly to the strategic road network (A361) to the east, facilitating good road
access to Rugby, Daventry town centre and Northampton, as well as the wider strategic road network. The
site is well served by sustainable transport routes including a bus route serving the A361 into Daventry
town centre, and good pedestrian access via Welton Lane to the east of the site.

SO8a: Improve access to
employment opportunities

It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape

-

Summary:
The site is located within the Nene Valley: Dodford to Olney Historic Landscape Character Area,
characterised by the river valley, surrounding mostly modern fields and by nucleated villages. The site is
located close to the urban fringe of Daventry and is predominantly rural in character.

SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features
within them are conserved and
enhanced

The site is not located within a Special Landscape Area, but it is within the Northamptonshire Uplands
National Character Area.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative neutral impact is identified for landscape and townscape.

SO9b: Enhance the form and design
of the built environment

Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site could be designed sensitively with respect to the landscape character and views
to/from local landmarks.

10. Material assets
SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of
the local people

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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None
11. Population and social
deprivation

0/?

Summary:
The site is well served by sustainable transport routes including a bus route serving the A361 into
Daventry town centre, and good pedestrian access via Welton Lane to the east of the site. There is no
existing pedestrian walkway on the A361.

SO11a: Ensure good access to
services
SO11b: To reduce spatial
inequalities in social opportunities

The site is located within Daventry 003A LSOA, ranked among the 40% least deprived LSOAs in the
country.
The site currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale, although as described
above, facilities within the remainder of Daventry are connected to the site. Access to services and spatial
distribution of inequalities and social opportunities would primarily be driven by the development design,
housing mix and provision of local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s location.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities.

12. Soil, geology and land use
SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

-

Summary:
The bedrock beneath the site comprises Lias Group – Mudstone, Siltstone, Limestone and Sandstone
designated as a secondary (undifferentiated) aquifer There are superficial deposits recorded at the site.
This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality.
The site is currently undeveloped. Drayton Fields Farm historic landfill is shown approximately 1.1km
south of the site therefore there is potential for historical land contamination. Other risks such as
geohazards and/or UXO may be present at the site but cannot be assessed at this stage.
The site is designated as a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel. Under Policy 32 of the
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan Mineral Safeguarding Areas will have to demonstrate
that the sterilisation of proven mineral resources of economic importance will not occur as a result of the
development, and that the development would not pose a serious hindrance to future extraction in the
vicinity.
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In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies are required to investigate the economic importance of the mineral reserves that will be
affected by the development and whether these can be exploited before development goes ahead.
Further studies should be undertaken to ascertain the risk of contamination. Mitigation of the effects on
agricultural land is likely to be difficult.
13: Waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is greenfield and therefore presents little opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.

SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable
management of waste

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use
SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River
Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs

0

Summary:
There is a drainage ditch located along the southern boundary of the site. The Grand Union Canal is
located 800m to the south of the site and Drayton Reservoir is located 700m to the south.
The Northamptonshire County Council online mapping indicates the presence of a reservoir to the north of
the site, however the current status of this is unknown and no water is shown on google earth imagery.
The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming
incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site
be developed.
The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. The EA
surface water flood maps show the majority of the site to be at very low risk of surface water flooding
however localised areas of medium to high probability of surface water flooding are shown across the site
mainly along the field boundaries.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
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The site would involve development of greenfield land therefore could result increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified as
an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the pressure
on available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building Regulations.
Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110 litres per person
per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.

Site 311
SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise
SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of people
who are affected by air and noise
pollution

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
Summary:
The site borders minor roads to the north, south and east. The site’s north west corner borders the
B4036 which links Daventry with the A5 and Long Buckby to the north east. Road traffic is not
considered to be a significant source of air or noise pollution for the site. The site is bordered to the west
by residential areas, to the north and east by open countryside (mostly arable fields) and to the south by
commercial and light industrial units of High March industrial estate.
Aerial photographs show a scrambler track located approximately 220m south of the site, which could be
a source of noise and air pollution (dust in particular) for the site. Overall, with the exception of the
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scrambler track mentioned above, it is expected that ambient levels of noise and air pollutants at the site
will be low.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA. Given the size of the site, and the limited access to
the wider road network, traffic impacts could be expected on the local road network. These may result in
secondary effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of
traffic on the local road network.
In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is identified for air quality
and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport assessment will be required prior to development. Noise and air quality assessments could
include consideration of key pinch points on the local road network. The Transport Assessment will
include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved
bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage
SO2a: Protect and enhance designated
and undesignated heritage assets and
their setting, including listed buildings,
scheduled monuments, registered
parks and gardens, registered
battlefields, conservation areas and
other archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

--

Summary:
This site is dominated by Borough Hill Scheduled Monument, which occupies the majority of the site
area. The Scheduled Monument listing describes this feature as two iron age hill forts, a defended
enclosure, two bronze age barrows and a Roman building complex and barrow cemetery.
Development on or adjacent to the Scheduled Monument would likely result in major negative effects on
archaeology and cultural heritage. Furthermore, exclusion of development on or adjacent to the
Scheduled Monument would only leave small ribbons of land on steep ground along the eastern and
western boundaries of the site which would severely constrain development for housing. Development of
the land close to the Scheduled Monument may also have the potential to impact upon undiscovered
archaeological features or on the landscape character, setting and views to/from the Scheduled
Monument.
There are no Listed Buildings on or near the site. Furthermore, according the Northamptonshire County
Council mapping, much of the remainder of the site outside the Scheduled Monument boundary is
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designated as part of multiple Historic Environment Assets which are considered important at the local
level.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
See SO9. Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate. The size and nature of the
archaeological/heritage features on this site may make mitigating effects difficult or unfeasible at the site
scale.
3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats, the
integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and conservation
status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal
SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats within
the area
SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

--

Summary:
Aerial photographs show a number of different habitats on site, including open grassland, ditches,
hedgerows, scrub and a significant proportion of broadleaf woodland, particularly along the sites western
and eastern boundaries. The north western corner of the site comprises a golf course. There is the
potential for BAP habitats to be present on site. OS maps show few surface water features on site with
the exception of a small number of ponds, mainly on lower ground to the west and north west of the site.
There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. There are no SSSIs within the vicinity
of the site, the closest being situated more than 5km to the south west. There are two areas of the site
(north west and east) shown to be Local Wildlife Sites designated because of importance for wildlife at a
county or local level. The site is located approximately 410m south east of Daventry Country Park LNR.
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows two Local Wildlife Sites on site and a further three
Potential Wildlife Sites. A further Local Wildlife Site is located immediately adjacent to the sites eastern
boundary.
In conclusion, the site hosts a number of Local Wildlife Sites and Potential Wildlife Sites which would
indicate that at least some of the habitats identified on site from aerial photographs are important for
wildlife at the county scale. The remainder of habitats on site, in particular the linear features such as
ditches, hedgerows and woodland are likely to provide connective habitat between designated sites and
with the surrounding landscape. The site may host a number of protected species, rare or notable
species, in particular bats, birds and mammals such as badger.
Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to offset or
mitigate for entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a
landscape design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.
4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for
the site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to
improve safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the
location of development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community safety,
reduce crime and the fear of crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training
SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning
SO5b: Promote sustainable modes of
travel to access education

+

Summary:
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows two schools within the vicinity of the site, an ‘all
through’ school and a Sure Start children’s centre. The site is connected to Daventry town centre by
several bus routes which would facilitate transport to educational facilities across the town. As part of the
Daventry North East SUE, primary and secondary education facilities will be provided.
It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or
new schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools
within Daventry.
6. Energy and climatic factors

0

SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.

SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and reduce
health inequalities

+/-

Summary:
The site is not currently connected by existing named cycle routes but the nearest routes begin close to
the sites northern boundary on the B4036. The site is served by existing bus routes. There are a number
of existing public rights of way on and connecting to the site and the majority of the site area is currently
open to public access and recreation, and part of the site is currently in use as a golf course. Loss of
these features would result in a loss of outdoor recreational space within Daventry.
Daventry town centre and associated facilities such as Daventry Leisure Centre are accessible by bus or
within reasonable walking/cycling distance of the site at 1.1km. Danetre Hospital is connected to the site
by bus routes. In addition development of the Daventry North East SUE will include links to and from
sustainable modes of transport.
It is assumed that all of the site options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to
support the growing population, or the expansion of existing facilities.
The site is within close proximity of Daventry Country Park. It is assumed that new green infrastructure
including walking and cycle routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect
in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and
outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local planning policy.
It is considered that the development of the site would result in a significant loss of open outdoor
recreational space within Daventry, which would only be partly offset by provision of new facilities on
site, producing a minor negative effect.

172

Appendix 1

In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is identified for health and
wellbeing.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Options for mitigating the loss of open outdoor recreational space need to be investigated
8. Labour market and economy

+

Summary:
The site is located close to the business/industrial park to the south and within walking or cycling
distance from Daventry town centre. The site is connected to Daventry town centre by bus several bus
routes. The site is close to the A45, facilitating transport to Northampton and the M1.

SO8a: Improve access to employment
opportunities

It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural
communities.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features within
them are conserved and enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design of
the built environment

--

Summary:
The site is located within the Nene Valley: Dodford to Olney Historic Landscape Character Area
characterised by the river valley, surrounding mostly modern fields and by nucleated villages. The site,
although located on the edge of Daventry, is predominantly rural in character.
Borough Hill Scheduled Monument is a prominent feature within the local landscape and with an
elevation of over 200m can be seen from a significant distance in all directions, including the River Nene
Valley to the east. Development of the site could affect views to and from the Scheduled Monument, and
affect its setting, as well as the wider historic landscape.
The site is located within the Northamptonshire Uplands National Character Area.
At a local scale the bank of trees/woodland along the sites western boundary and along the road to the
north screen the site from the adjacent housing and from the road respectively.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape on the basis of
the potential impacts to the setting and views to/from the Borough Hill Scheduled Monument and its
prominence within the wider landscape.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Given the dominance of the Scheduled Monument, both in terms of site area and topographically,
mitigating any potential landscape impacts is unlikely to be feasible at a site scale.
10. Material assets

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council
policy requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.

SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of the
local people

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
11. Population and social
deprivation

+

Summary:
The site is located adjacent to the suburban area of Southbrook. The site is partially located within LSOA
Daventry 008D, ranked within the top 10% most deprived LSOAs in the country. The site is relatively
close to the centre of Daventry but is relatively poorly served by the local transport network, with only
minor roads adjoining the site.

SO11a: Ensure good access to services
SO11b: To reduce spatial inequalities
in social opportunities

The site currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale, although as described
above, facilities within the remainder of Daventry are connected to the site by bus routes and located
within walking/cycling distance of the site. Access to services and spatial distribution of inequalities and
social opportunities would primarily be driven by the development design, housing mix and provision of
local services and amenities and could have a positive impact on the area of Southbrook.

12. Soil, geology and land use
SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

-

Summary:
The bedrock beneath the site is defined as Northampton Sandstone formation (sandstone, limestone and
ironstone), a Secondary A aquifer. The north west corner of the site is underlain by Whitby Mudstone
formation (mudstone), which is a non-aquifer. There are no superficial deposits at the site.
The site is predominantly rural and therefore undeveloped, with the exception of the transmitter station
and associated infrastructure, and there are no records of landfill at the site, therefore risks from
contamination are likely to be low. Other risks such as geohazards and/or UXO may be present at the
site but cannot be assessed at this stage.
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This site is on Grade 4 (poor) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC mapping therefore
development would have a neutral effect on preserving soil quality. The site is primarily greenfield (aside
from a small number of isolated buildings).
Borough Hill and banks and ditches associated with the historic features of the site are steep sided
topographical features that dominate the majority of the site area and the sites topography may
influence the amount of land available for certain land uses and layouts.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
The layout of the site will need careful consideration in light of the topography of the site. Mitigation of
the effects on agricultural land is likely to be difficult.
13: Waste

-

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is a greenfield site so presents little to no opportunity for in situ re-use of materials in
construction.
The topography at the site may necessitate extensive earthworks in order to facilitate development, and
this may result in significant quantities of soil waste to be removed from the site.

SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable management
of waste

In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Sustainable waste management need to be built into the design of the development to manage both
construction and operational waste.
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding

0

Summary:
The site is situated on a minor watershed, with minor tributaries to the Whilton branch of the River Nene
flowing east from the site, and water from the west of the site forming flowing west and north through
urban Daventry as part of the ‘Whelton Village Tributary’, joining the River Nene Whilton branch to the
north east near Buckby. OS maps show few surface water features on the site, probably due to the site
topography and the dominance of Borough Hill. A single watercourse is shown on OS maps, in the west
of the site running east to west. Surface water flood maps appear to show this watercourse connecting
via suburban housing with the catchment of Daventry Reservoir to the north west.
The site may provide base flow to the surrounding network of small tributaries via groundwater flow and
OS maps show a number of springs on or adjacent to the perimeter of the site. OS maps show wells
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SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use
SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River Nene
and Great Ouse CFMPs

within the vicinity of the site. The majority of the site is defined as a Secondary A aquifer. The site is not
located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an
appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.
The site and its immediate surrounds and downstream watercourses are not shown to be at risk of fluvial
flooding according to EA maps. EA surface water maps do show some limited areas of surface water flood
risk associated with the upper reaches of small tributaries at the edge of the site.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified
as an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the
pressure on available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building
Regulations. Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110
litres per person per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water
efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality
treatment and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.

Site 312
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SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise
SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of people
who are affected by air and noise
pollution

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
Summary:
The site is located on the outskirts of Daventry, bound by High March Road and Admirals Way to the
west. The A45 intersects the centre of the site from west to east. There is a track leading to Burnt Walls
Farm located towards the east of the site.
The western area of the site to the north of the A45 currently comprises light industrial units in High
March Industrial Estate and the area to the south of the A45 comprising a car recycling centre, garden
centre and a kennels with associated areas of car parking and hardstanding which could result in noise
disturbance for residents. The eastern area of the site is predominately arable land.
The site is well connected to sustainable transport modes with several bus routes running along the A45
and its junction with the A425, approximately 450m west of the site. However, there is no existing
pedestrian access along the A45 from the site. This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA.
Aerial photographs also show a scrambler track located partly within the northern boundary of the site,
adjacent to Burnt Walls Farm which could be a source of noise and air pollution (dust in particular) for the
site.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to experience some degree of noise and air pollution from the Adjacent
A45 and nearby land uses. Development of the site for housing is unlikely to result in secondary air
quality and noise effects as a result of traffic on the local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed
(minor positive and minor negative) impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport assessment will be required prior to development and the noise and air quality assessments
could include consideration of key pinch points on the local road network. The Transport Assessment will
include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved
bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
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2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

--

Summary:
This site lies immediately to the south of Borough Hill Scheduled Monument, which forms the sites
northern boundary, in addition the ‘Burnt Walls’ earthworks, another Scheduled Monument is located on
site towards the centre of the site, north of the A45. The Scheduled Monument listing describes Borough
Hill as two iron age hill forts, a defended enclosure, two bronze age barrows and a Roman building
complex and barrow cemetery. The Burnt Walls Scheduled Monument is listed as an undated fortified
enclosure.

SO2a: Protect and enhance designated
and undesignated heritage assets and
their setting, including listed buildings,
scheduled monuments, registered
parks and gardens, registered
battlefields, conservation areas and
other archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows numerous historic Environment Assets located within
the site boundary including; a Later Saxon Charter Boundary intersecting the centre of the site from
north to south, the dismantled London and North Western Railway (Weedon to Daventry) route,
intersecting the site from west to east, a 19th Century trackway, old Stratford to Dunchruch Turnpike,
Burnt Walls, a potential medieval military site, Hollow Way South East of Borough Hill, Borough Hill camp,
Daventry Brickwork Field, John of Guant’s Castle Manor House and a Medieval Deer park.
There are no Listed Buildings on the site. The closest Listed Building is located 650m to the west at
Daventry Hospital. It is noted that Daventry town centre Conservation Area is located 1.2km to the north
of this site.
Development at the site could impact directly on archaeological and cultural heritage features associated
with Borough hill and Burnt Walls on site and nearby recorded heritage assets, although the majority of
the site area has no recorded features.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats

-

Summary:

SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats, the
integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and conservation
status of species

Aerial photographs show the undeveloped areas of the site to comprise a mix of habitats on site including
woodland, individual trees, grassland pasture and arable land. Field boundaries appear to comprise intact
hedgerows and are dotted with mature trees, both of which would offer some wildlife value. The Site
Boundary also encloses developed land to the west (Industrial Estates) and a scrambler track located
within the centre of the site and some development to the south including a car recycling centre, garden
centre and hotel, which are not considered to offer significant wildlife value.

SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat

There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. There are no SSSIs within the vicinity
of the site, the closest being situated more than 3km to the south west. The site is located approximately
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connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal

1.2km south east of Daventry Country Park Local Nature Reserve. The Nene Valley Nature Improvement
Area is located approximately 1.2km to the south of the site at its closest point.
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows four Potential Wildlife Sites on site (Borough Hill Spring
Fields, Burnt Walls Farm Fields, and two other sites associated with the Burnt Walls Scheduled monument
close to the A45). The Borough Hills Plantation Local Wildlife site is shown adjacent to the northern
boundary of the site.

SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats within
the area
SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to offset or
mitigate for entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a
landscape design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.

4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for
the site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to
improve safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the
location of development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community safety,
reduce crime and the fear of crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training
SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning

++

Summary:
The site is located on the urban fringe of Daventry. The site is well connected to sustainable transport
modes with several bus routes running along the A45 and its junction with the A425, approximately
450m west of the site. These provide easy access to Daventry town centre and the nearby village of
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SO5b: Promote sustainable modes of
travel to access education

Newham to the south of the site. There are numerous schools located within 2km of the site connected to
the site by bus, cycle and pedestrian routes. There is also a primary school at Newnham, located 1.4km
to the south.
It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or
new schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
In conclusion, an overall major positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None

6. Energy and climatic factors

0

SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed
proposals for each site.

SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and reduce
health inequalities

+

Summary:
The site is located on the urban fringe of Daventry. The site is well connected to sustainable transport
modes with a bus route running along the A425 and A45 and shared pedestrian cycle ways located
opposite the A425 to the north of the site. The national cycle network route is located approximately
400m to the west of the site. There is an athletics club located in close proximity to the site.
There existing public rights of way located within walking distance (800m) of the site, providing access to
the countryside to the north and south and to Daventry via Borough Hill. Danetre Hospital is located
approximately 875m to the west of this site. It is assumed that all of the site options would include the
provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the expansion of existing
facilities.
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It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy. It is assumed that all of the site options would include the provision of new healthcare
facilities to support the growing population, or the expansion of existing facilities.
In conclusion, overall a minor positive effect is identified for health and leisure facilities.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
8. Labour market and economy

+

Summary:
The site is located on the urban fringe of Daventry, however it is served by major transport routes and
several bus routes.

SO8a: Improve access to employment
opportunities

It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural
communities.
In conclusion, overall a minor positive effect is identified for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features within
them are conserved and enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design of
the built environment

--

Summary:
The majority of the site is located within the Nene Valley: Dodford to Olney Historic Landscape Character
Area, characterised by the river valley, surrounding mostly modern fields and by nucleated villages, with
the south western area located within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character
Area, an area of fragmented parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography,
medieval and later fields and nucleated villages.
There are two scheduled monuments on site, Borough Hill Scheduled Monument and Burnt Walls
Scheduled Monument, both north of the A45 therefore development within this part of the site would
impact upon views from the Scheduled Monuments, and affect its setting, as well as the wider historic
landscape. The south of the site is currently part developed comprising a car recycling centre, and garden
centre and so redevelopment within this part of the site may not have a detrimental effect on the
landscape.
The site is located within the Northamptonshire Uplands National Character Area.
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In addition, development of this site could contribute to settlement coalescence as the site would extend
towards the village of Dodford to the east.
In conclusion, overall a major negative effect is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
The effects on landscape could be in part mitigated by sensitive architecture and landscaping, and by low
density housing.
10. Material assets

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council
policy requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.

SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of the
local people

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
11. Population and social
deprivation

+

Summary:
The site is located within three LSOAs, Daventry 008D to the west, ranked among the 10% most
deprived LSOAs in the county, Daventry 009a to the east, ranked among the 40% least deprived LSOAs
in the county and Daventry 010A to the south, ranked among the 30% least deprived LSOAs in the
county.

SO11a: Ensure good access to services
SO11b: To reduce spatial inequalities
in social opportunities

The site is relatively close to the centre of Daventry and is adequately served by the local transport
network. The site currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale. Access to
services and spatial distribution of inequalities and social opportunities would primarily be driven by the
development design, housing mix and provision of local services and amenities and could have a positive
impact on the area of Southbrook.
12. Soil, geology and land use
SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

-

Summary:
The bedrock at the site is mainly Whitby Mudstone Formation – Mudstone defined as non aquifer. BGS
mapping indicates that there are no superficial deposits at site.
The site is on the urban fridge on Daventry, with existing industrial development shown in the western
area of the site. There are no records of landfill at the site, therefore risks from contamination are likely
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to be low. Other risks such as geohazards and/or UXO may be present at the site but cannot be assessed
at this stage.
This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality. The site is
primarily greenfield (aside from industrial units to the west).
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land is likely to be difficult.
13: Waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The majority of the site is a greenfield so presents little to no opportunity for re-use of materials in
construction.

SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable management
of waste

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use
SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk

0

Summary:
The northern part of the site is situated within the catchment of the Whilton branch of the River Nene. A
Secondary watercourse is shown to run through the south of the site from the Industrial Estate before
joining the River Nene downstream east of Dodford. A small section of the watercourse is culverted
adjacent to London Road at the western corner of the site. In addition OS maps show a number of small
surface water features around the industrial estate to the west and close to Burntwalls Farm in the south
of the site.
OS maps show wells within the vicinity of the site. The site is not located within or near a groundwater
Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to
groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.
Within the southern part of the site there is one small drain shown on site. Running from the current
garden centre development to the east of the site. OS maps show two small surface water features on
site, one to the south and one to the east.
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management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River Nene
and Great Ouse CFMPs

The site and its immediate surrounds and downstream watercourses are not shown to be at risk of fluvial
flooding according to EA maps.
EA surface water maps show many of the existing field boundaries and areas around the watercourse
within the northern part of the site to be at medium to high probability of flooding. The large majority of
the south of the site is shown to be at very low probability of flooding, with a small area to the north west
corner shown to be at high probability of surface water flooding.
The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming
incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site
be developed.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified as
an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the pressure
on available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building Regulations.
Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110 litres per person
per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality
treatment and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.
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Site 323 - Employment
SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise
SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of people
who are affected by air and noise
pollution

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
Summary:
The site is located on the outskirts of Daventry. The A45 intersects the centre of the site from west to
east. There is a track leading to Burnt Walls Farm located towards the east of the site.
The northern area of the site, to the north of the A45 currently comprises light industrial units in High
March Industrial Estate and the area to the south of the A45 comprising a car recycling centre, garden
centre and a kennels with associated areas of car parking and hardstanding which could result in noise
disturbance for residents. The eastern area of the site is predominately arable land.
The site is well connected to sustainable transport modes with several bus routes running along the A45
and its junction with the A425, However, there is no existing pedestrian access along the A45 from the
site. This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA.
Aerial photographs also show a scrambler track located to the east of the northern boundary of the site,
adjacent to Burnt Walls Farm which could be a source of noise and air pollution (dust in particular) for the
site.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to experience some degree of noise and air pollution from the Adjacent
A45 and nearby land uses. Development of the site for housing is unlikely to result in secondary air quality
and noise effects as a result of traffic on the local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor
positive and minor negative) impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport assessment will be required prior to development and the noise and air quality assessments
could include consideration of key pinch points on the local road network. The Transport Assessment will
include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved
bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
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2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

--

Summary:
This site lies 600m the south of Borough Hill Scheduled Monument, which forms the sites northern
boundary, in addition the ‘Burnt Walls’ earthworks, another Scheduled Monument is located adjacent to
the east of the site, north of the A45. The Scheduled Monument listing describes Borough Hill as two iron
age hill forts, a defended enclosure, two bronze age barrows and a Roman building complex and barrow
cemetery. The Burnt Walls Scheduled Monument is listed as an undated fortified enclosure.

SO2a: Protect and enhance designated
and undesignated heritage assets and
their setting, including listed buildings,
scheduled monuments, registered
parks and gardens, registered
battlefields, conservation areas and
other archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows numerous historic Environment Assets located within
the site boundary including; a Later Saxon Charter Boundary intersecting the centre of the site from north
to south, the dismantled London and North Western Railway (Weedon to Daventry) route, intersecting the
site from west to east, a 19th Century trackway, old Stratford to Dunchruch Turnpik, Borough Hill camp,
Daventry Brickwork Field, John of Guant’s Castle Manor House and a Medieval Deer park.
There are no Listed Buildings on the site. The closest Listed Building is located 800m to the north west at
Daventry Hospital.
Development at the site could impact directly on archaeological and cultural heritage features associated
with Borough hill and Burnt Walls on site and nearby recorded heritage assets, although the majority of
the site area has no recorded features.
In conclusion, an overall major negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats, the
integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and conservation
status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs show the undeveloped areas of the site to comprise a mix of habitats on site including
woodland, individual trees, grassland pasture and arable land. Field boundaries appear to comprise intact
hedgerows and are dotted with mature trees, both of which would offer some wildlife value. The Site
Boundary also encloses developed land to the west (Industrial Estates) and some development to the
south including a car recycling centre, garden centre and hotel, which are not considered to offer
significant wildlife value.
There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. There are no SSSIs within the vicinity of
the site, the closest being situated more than 3km to the south west. The site is located approximately
1.2km south east of Daventry Country Park Local Nature Reserve. The Nene Valley Nature Improvement
Area is located approximately 1.2km to the south of the site at its closest point.
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Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows four Potential Wildlife Sites on site (Borough Hill Spring
Fields, Burnt Walls Farm Fields, and two other sites associated with the Burnt Walls Scheduled monument
close to the A45). The Borough Hills Plantation Local Wildlife site is shown adjacent to the northern
boundary of the site.

SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats within
the area
SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to offset or mitigate
for entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF. The potential for green infrastructure
provision at this assessed employment site depends on the proposed employment use.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required. The potential for green
infrastructure provision at this assessed employment site depends on the proposed employment use.
If development of the site is pursued an element of green infrastructure provision could be incorporated
into the design, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.

4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
employment site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings
to improve safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the
location of development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community safety,
reduce crime and the fear of crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training

0

Summary:
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SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning

Allocating land for employment could potentially increase opportunities for training and
apprenticeships. However, this is outside the scope of the planning regime so this has been scored as
neutral.

SO5b: Promote sustainable modes of
travel to access education
6. Energy and climatic factors

0

SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed proposals
for each site.

SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and reduce
health inequalities

+

Summary:
The site is located on the urban fringe of Daventry. The site is well connected to sustainable transport
modes with a bus route running along the A425 and A45 and shared pedestrian cycle ways located
opposite the A425 to the north of the site. The national cycle network route is located approximately 400m
to the west of the site. There is an athletics club located in close proximity to the site.
There existing public rights of way located within walking distance (400m) of the site, providing access to
the countryside to the north and south and to Daventry via Borough Hill. Danetre Hospital is located
approximately 900m to the west of this site. It is assumed that all of the site options would include the
provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the expansion of existing
facilities.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy. It is assumed that all of the site options would include the provision of new healthcare
facilities to support the growing population, or the expansion of existing facilities.
In conclusion, overall a minor positive effect is identified for health and leisure facilities.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
8. Labour market and economy

++

Summary:
This site is shown for consideration as employment and therefore will provide employment opportunities.
The A45 intersects the centre of the site from west to east. The High March Industrial Estate is located to
the north of the site.

SO8a: Improve access to employment
opportunities

It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, an overall major positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features within
them are conserved and enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design of
the built environment

--

Summary:
The majority of the site is located within the Nene Valley: Dodford to Olney Historic Landscape Character
Area, characterised by the river valley, surrounding mostly modern fields and by nucleated villages, with
the south western area located within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character Area,
an area of fragmented parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography, medieval
and later fields and nucleated villages.
There are two scheduled monuments on site in close proximity to the site, Borough Hill Scheduled
Monument and Burnt Walls Scheduled Monument, both north of the A45 therefore development within this
part of the site would impact upon views from the Scheduled Monuments, and affect its setting, as well as
the wider historic landscape. The south of the site is currently part developed comprising a car recycling
centre, and garden centre and so redevelopment within this part of the site may not have a detrimental
effect on the landscape.
The site is located within the Northamptonshire Uplands National Character Area.
In addition, development of this site could contribute to settlement coalescence as the site would extend
towards the village of Dodford to the east.
In conclusion, overall a major negative effect is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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The effects on landscape could be in part mitigated by sensitive architecture and landscaping, and by low
density housing.
10. Material assets

N/A

Not applicable for employment sites.

SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of the
local people
11. Population and social
deprivation
SO11a: Ensure good access to services
SO11b: To reduce spatial inequalities
in social opportunities
12. Soil, geology and land use

Summary:

0

Summary:
Allocating land for employment could increase job opportunities for the local population. However, this is
outside the scope of the planning regime as it is scored under SA objective 5, therefore it has been scored
as neutral.

-

Summary:
The bedrock at the site is mainly Whitby Mudstone Formation – Mudstone defined as non aquifer. BGS
mapping indicates that there are no superficial deposits at site.

SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

The site is on the urban fridge on Daventry, with existing industrial development shown in the north
western area of the site. There are no records of landfill at the site, therefore risks from contamination are
likely to be low. Other risks such as geohazards and/or UXO may be present at the site but cannot be
assessed at this stage.
This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC
mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land is likely to be difficult.

13: Waste
SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable management
of waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The majority of the site to the east is a greenfield so presents little to no opportunity for re-use of
materials in construction.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding

0

Summary:
A Secondary watercourse is shown to run through the south of the site from the Industrial Estate before
joining the River Nene downstream east of Dodford. A small section of the watercourse is culverted
adjacent to London Road at the western corner of the site. In addition OS maps show a number of small
surface water features around the industrial estate to the west and close to Burnt Walls Farm in the south
of the site.
OS maps show wells within the vicinity of the site. The site is not located within or near a groundwater
Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an appropriate drainage design impacts to
groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.

SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use

Within the southern part of the site there is one small drain shown on site. Running from the current
garden centre development to the east of the site. OS maps show two small surface water features on
site, one to the south and one to the east.

SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River Nene
and Great Ouse CFMPs

The site and its immediate surrounds and downstream watercourses are not shown to be at risk of fluvial
flooding according to EA maps.
EA surface water maps show many of the existing field boundaries and areas around the watercourse
within the northern part of the site to be at medium to high probability of flooding. The large majority of
the south of the site is shown to be at very low probability of flooding, with a small area to the north west
corner shown to be at high probability of surface water flooding.
The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation
of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified as
an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the pressure
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on available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building Regulations.
Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110 litres per person
per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.

Site 313
SA objective

1: Air Quality and Noise
SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion
SO1b: Reduce the numbers of people
who are affected by air and noise
pollution

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
Summary:
The site is located on the outskirts of Daventry, bound by the A45 to the north enabling easy connections
into Daventry and the wider strategic road network. The site is surrounded by industrial uses at High
March and Long March Industrial Estates to the north of the A45 and the site with residential beyond. A
number of light industrial units are situated to the east of the site, including a car recycling centre,
garden centre and a kennels with arable fields beyond. Development at the site could result in traffic
impacts on the local road network.
The proximity of the A45 could result in noise disturbance for residents; therefore a minor negative effect
in relation to noise is likely.
These may result in secondary effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network. This
site is not within close proximity of an AQMA.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
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Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of
traffic on the local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative)
impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport assessment will be required prior to development and the noise and air quality assessments
could include consideration of key pinch points on the local road network. The Transport Assessment will
include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved
bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

Summary:
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows numerous historic Environment Assets located within
and close to the site boundary including; old Stratford to Dunchruch Turnpike, Daventry Brickwork Field,
John of Guant’s Castle Manor House and a Medieval Deer park.
There is a moat located on site.

SO2a: Protect and enhance designated
and undesignated heritage assets and
their setting, including listed buildings,
scheduled monuments, registered
parks and gardens, registered
battlefields, conservation areas and
other archaeological sites, monuments,
structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

There are no Listed Buildings on the site. The closest Listed Building is located 900m to the north west at
Daventry Hospital. It is noted that Daventry town centre Conservation Area is located 1.3km to the north
of this site. This site lies approximately 800m to the south of Borough Hill Scheduled Monument and 400m
to the west of the ‘Burnt Walls’ earthworks.
The site is considered to be predominately brownfield therefore an overall neutral impact is identified for
archaeology and cultural heritage.
See SO9: Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats, the
integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and conservation
status of species

+

Summary:
Aerial photographs show a mix of habitats on site mainly comprising scrubland, with a woodland area
shown to the south of the site. Approximately 50% of the site is currently developed.
There are no Potential Wildlife Sites located on site, the closest is approximately 275m to the west.
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There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. The closest SSSI (Badby Wood) is
located 3km south of the site. The site is located approximately 2km south of Daventry Country Park Local
Nature Reserve. The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area is located approximately 1.5km to the south
of the site.

SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal

Overall, development of the site would result in a minor loss of habitats however these could be offset or
mitigate for in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.

SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats within
the area

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.

SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.
4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community safety,
reduce crime and the fear of crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training
SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning
SO5b: Promote sustainable modes of
travel to access education

+

Summary:
The site is located on the outskirts of Daventry and is bound by the A45 to the north enabling easy
connections into Daventry and the wider strategic road network. The site is well connected to sustainable
transport modes with a bus route running along the A425 and A45 and shared pedestrian cycle ways
located opposite the A425 to the north of the site.
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The site is located on the outskirts of Daventry, however there are numerous schools located within 2km
of the site connected to the site by bus, cycle and pedestrian routes.
It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools
within Daventry.
6. Energy and climatic factors

0

SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed proposals
for each site.

SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
7. Health and well being
SO7a: To improve health and reduce
health inequalities

+

Summary:
The site is located on the outskirts of Daventry and is bound by High March Road and Admirals Way to the
west, leading to the A425, and Hackwood Road and the A45 to the south, enabling easy connections into
Daventry and the wider strategic road network. The site is well connected to sustainable transport modes
with a bus route running along the A425 and A45 and shared pedestrian cycle ways located opposite the
A425 to the north of the site.
The national cycle network route is located approximately 400m to the west of the site.
There existing public rights of way located within walking distance (800m) of the site, providing access to
the countryside to the north and south and to Daventry via Borough Hill.
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Danetre Hospital is located approximately 800m to the north of this site. It is assumed that all of the site
options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the
expansion of existing facilities.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy. It is assumed that all of the site options would include the provision of new healthcare
facilities to support the growing population, or the expansion of existing facilities.
In conclusion, overall a minor positive effect is identified for health and leisure facilities.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
8. Labour market and economy

+

Summary:
The site is situated to the south of High March and Long March Industrial Estates, there are a number of
light industrial uses to the east of the site and is served by major transport routes.

SO8a: Improve access to employment
opportunities

It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, overall a minor positive effect is identified overall for labour market and economy.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape
SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the landscape, and the features within
them are conserved and enhanced
SO9b: Enhance the form and design of
the built environment

-

Summary:
The site falls within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character Area, an area of
fragmented parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography, medieval and later
fields and nucleated villages. The site currently comprises a hotel and therefore, redevelopment may not
have a detrimental effect on the landscape at this location.
The site is located within a Special Landscape Area. The site is located within the Northamptonshire
Uplands National Character Area.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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The effects on landscape could be in part mitigated by sensitive architecture and landscaping, and by low
density housing.
10. Material assets

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.

SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of the
local people

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
11. Population and social
deprivation

0/?

Summary:
The site is located within Daventry 008D, ranked among the 10% most deprived LSOAs in the county.

SO11a: Ensure good access to services
SO11b: To reduce spatial inequalities
in social opportunities

The site is relatively close to the centre of Daventry and is adequately served by the local transport
network. The site currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale. Access to
services and spatial distribution of inequalities and social opportunities would primarily be driven by the
development design, housing mix and provision of local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s
location.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities.

12. Soil, geology and land use
SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

+

Summary:
The bedrock at the site is Whitby Mudstone Formation – Mudstone, defined as non-aquifer. There are no
superficial deposits recorded at the site.
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The site is currently developed in part. The Northamptonshire mapping shows a filling station to be
present on site therefore there may be risks from contamination but development of the site will provide
an opportunity for remediation. There are no records of landfill at the site. Other risks such as geohazards
and/or UXO may be present at the site but cannot be assessed at this stage. This site is urban land
according to ALC mapping, the site is mainly developed and land surrounding the site to the north of the
A45 and the east is developed.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies should be undertaken to ascertain the risk of contamination.
13: Waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is currently developed in part and so could present opportunity for re-use of materials in
construction.

SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable management
of waste

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use

0

Summary:
There are no known watercourses on site. OS maps show two small surface water features on site, one to
the south and one to the east.
The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation
of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.
The site and its immediate surrounds and downstream watercourses are not shown to be at risk of fluvial
flooding according to EA maps. EA surface water maps show the area west of the existing hotel building,
the boundary of the site to the east and the area south of Daventry wood beyond the south of the site
boundary to be at high probability of surface water flooding.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.

SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
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management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River Nene
and Great Ouse CFMPs

Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified as
an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the pressure
on available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building Regulations.
Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110 litres per person
per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.

SITE 314
SA objective

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects

Evidence
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1: Air Quality and Noise

+/-

Summary:

SO1a: Reduce the need to travel,
facilitate modal shift and minimise
congestion

There is currently no direct access to the site by road. The closest road is the A425 to the east. Browns
Road, a small access road is present to the north eastern of the site adjacent to the Royal Oak Industrial
Estate. Activities associated with the Industrial Estate may have a negative impact upon noise levels for
residents at the perimeter of the site therefore a minor negative effect in relation to noise is likely.

SO1b: Reduce the numbers of
people who are affected by air and
noise pollution

Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in
secondary effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air
quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of
traffic on the local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative)
impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport assessment will be required prior to development. Constraints from air quality and noise could
be mitigated through design and layout of the development. The Transport Assessment will include
mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved bus
services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.

2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage
SO2a: Protect and enhance
designated and undesignated
heritage assets and their setting,
including listed buildings, scheduled
monuments, registered parks and
gardens, registered battlefields,
conservation areas and other
archaeological sites, monuments,

- /?

Summary:
Northamptonshire County Council mapping indicates the presence of Historic Environment Assets across
the site including; Ridge and Furrow (fields). It is noted that Staverton Conservation Area is located 1.2
km south west of the site, and Daventry town centre Conservation Area is located 1.6km north east of the
site. There are a number of listed buildings within 1km including the Manor Farmhouse (Grade II listed,
1km north east), Manor Cottage (Grade II listed), No.1 - 9 School Street (Grade II listed).
Development could therefore have an uncertain / potentially minor negative effect on the historic
environment assets, although further investigation would be needed at the planning application stage.
In conclusion, overall an uncertain minor negative impact is identified for archaeology and cultural
heritage,
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structures, buildings and historic
landscapes

See SO9. Landscape and townscape for consideration of the historic landscape and views from nearby
historic/heritage features.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

3. Biodiversity, flora and fauna
SO3a: Habitats
SO3a: Conserve and enhance the
structure and function of habitats,
the integrity of designated and
undesignated sites, and
conservation status of species
SO3b: Enhance and protect
greenspace networks and habitat
connectivity, including river and
stream corridors, to assist in species
migration and dispersal
SO3c: Increase the land area of UK
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats
within the area
SO3d: Maintain and improve the
conservation status of selected nondesignated nature conservation sites

-

Summary:
Aerial photographs show the site to comprise grassland pasture, hedgerows and open fields. An area of
Lowland Meadow is shown to be present along the western boundary of the site. Habitats on site have the
potential to host protected rare or notable species. There is also the potential for BAP habitats and species
on site.
There are no SACs, SPAs or Ramsar Sites within 10km of the site. Please note that a Habitat Regulations
Screening exercise will look at the impacts on internationally designated sites at the next plan making
stage. The site is located approximately 2.5km south west of Daventry Country Park Local Nature Reserve
and 3.5km north of the Badby Wood SSSI.
Elderstubbs Farm Pasture South Potential Wildlife Site and Elderstubbs Farm Pasture, a Local Wildlife Site
and both located within the site boundary. Stepnall Spinney Wood Local Wildlife Site is approximately
420m to the south east and Staverton Wood Local Wildlife Site is located approximately 480m to the
south. The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area is located approximately 3km to the east of the site.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity. Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to
offset or mitigate for entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.
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4. Crime and community safety

0

Summary:
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.

SO4a: To improve community
safety, reduce crime and the fear of
crime

In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
5. Education and training

+

Summary:

SO5a: Improve access to education
and lifelong learning

There are a number of primary schools and secondary schools located within 2km of the site, however the
A425 and A45 could create a barrier to access. There are no schools located within walking distance
(800m) of the site. The closest primary school is The Grange Primary School (1km north east) and the
closest secondary school is Daventry UTC, both of which are connected to the site by cycle routes.
It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.

SO5b: Promote sustainable modes
of travel to access education

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools
within Daventry.
6. Energy and climatic factors
SO6a: Improve energy efficiency of
dwellings, use of low carbon
technologies and adaptation to long
term climate change
SO6b: Increase the local renewable
energy generating capacity

0

Summary:
While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed proposals
for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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None

7. Health and well being

+

Summary:
There is currently no direct access to the site by road. The closest road is the A425 to the east. Browns
Road, a small access road is present to the north eastern of the site adjacent to the Royal Oak Industrial
Estate. There is a cycle route to the south east of the site which crosses the A425 east of the site allowing
access to Drayton and towards Daventry town centre.

SO7a: To improve health and
reduce health inequalities

Danetre Hospital is located approximately 1.9km to the south east of this site. It is assumed that all of the
site options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or
the expansion of existing facilities. The area to the north of the site currently comprises Staverton Sports
park, Daventry indoor bowling club and Communications Park, providing easy access to sports facilities
within walking distance of the site. In addition, Kentle wood is located 250m north of the site, providing
open space for residents.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for health and wellbeing.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
8. Labour market and economy
SO8a: Improve access to
employment opportunities

+

Summary:
There is currently no direct access to the site by road. The closest road is the A425 to the east. Browns
Road, a small access road is present to the north east of the site. However it is assumed that sustainable
transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided
within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles and
may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
The Royal Oak Industrial Estate is located 250m north of the site, which may provide employment
opportunities for new residents.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
9. Landscape and townscape

--

Summary:
The site falls within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character Area, an area of
fragmented parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography, medieval and later
fields and nucleated villages. The area is not characterised by urban development and the site is
previously undeveloped, therefore development may have a detrimental effect on the landscape at this
location.

SO9a: Ensure that the quality,
character and local distinctiveness
of the landscape, and the features
within them are conserved and
enhanced

The site is located within a Special Landscape Area and within the Northamptonshire Uplands National
Character Area.

SO9b: Enhance the form and design
of the built environment

In conclusion, a significant negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site could be designed sensitively with respect to the landscape character and views
to/from local landmarks.

10. Material assets

+

Summary:
All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.

SO10a: To ensure that the housing
stock meets the housing needs of
the local people

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
11. Population and social
deprivation
SO11a: Ensure good access to
services
SO11b: To reduce spatial
inequalities in social opportunities

0/?

Summary:
There is currently no direct access to the site by road therefore this site is currently not afforded good
transport links. There are good transport links within 250m of the site. Bus routes serving a number of
stops along the A425 and A45 east of the site, a public footpath to the north of the site, and a shared
pedestrian cycle way crossing the A425, allowing access to Drayton and towards Daventry town centre.
In addition the site currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale. Access to
services and spatial distribution of inequalities and social opportunities would therefore be driven by the
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development design, housing mix and provision of local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s
location.
The closest populated area to the site is north east of the A425 which is located within an LSOA ranked as
part of the 30% least deprived areas in the country.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities.
12. Soil, geology and land use

-

Summary:
The bedrock beneath the site comprises Dyrham Formation – Siltstone and Mudstone and Charmouth
Mudstone Formation – Mudstone, designated as a secondary (undifferentiated) aquifer.

SO12a: Reduce land contamination,
and safeguard soil and geological
quality and quantity

There are no superficial deposits at the site. This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural
land according to Natural England ALC mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect
on preserving soil quality.
The site is currently undeveloped. There are no records of landfill at the site, however Elderstubbs Farm
located within the northern part of the site is shown to be a historical landfill, therefore there is potential
for historical land contamination. Other risks such as geohazards and/or UXO may be present at the site
but cannot be assessed at this stage.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies should be undertaken to ascertain the risk of contamination. Mitigation of the effects on
agricultural land is likely to be difficult.

13: Waste
SO13a: To reduce waste generation
and disposal, increase recycling and
achieve the sustainable
management of waste

0

Summary:
Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is greenfield and therefore presents little opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
None
14: Water
SO14a: Water quality
SO14a: Maintain and continue to
improve the ecological and chemical
quality of groundwater and surface
waters
SO14b: Reduce risk of flooding
SO14c: Improve efficiency of water
use
SO14d: Identify opportunities to
implement strategic flood risk
management options / measures to
reflect the objectives in the River
Nene and Great Ouse CFMPs

0

Summary:
OS maps show one waterbody on site, a small pond located east of Elderstubbs Farm. There is also a
watercourse present within the site boundary which is connected to a tributary of the River Leam. This
tributary is located along the western boundary of the site.
The majority of the site is defined as a Secondary aquifer. The site is not located within or near a
groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an appropriate drainage design
impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.
The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. EA maps
show a number of localised areas across the site to be at risk of surface water flooding, an area at low to
medium probability of surface water flooding associated with the watercourse, an area extending across
the centre of the site from west to east shown to be at low probability, and areas along field boundaries to
the north of the site, shown to be at medium to high probability of surface water flooding.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of land currently comprising recreational facilities including a sports
park and football pitch. Development could result increase in peak runoff rates which could have an impact
on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this would be managed through an
appropriate drainage design.
According to Anglian Water’s Water Resource Management Plan, Daventry sits within an area classified as
an area of serious water stress. High population density and high levels of demand increase the pressure
on available supplies demonstrating a clear local need for tighter water efficiency Building Regulations.
Accordingly a policy for new developments to achieve a water efficiency standard of 110 litres per person
per day is in line with the Government’s Optional Housing Standards for water efficiency.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.

SITE 315
SA objective

SO1: Air quality and noise

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects
+/-

Evidence
The site is located within a housing estate, adjacent to Drayton Reservoir. Farnborough Drive intersects
the two areas of the site and leads to the strategic road network (A361) to the west. The site is well
connected to sustainable transport modes with a bus route running through the site leading into Daventry
town centre, and a shared pedestrian cycleway located to the west. Development at the site could result in
traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in secondary effects on air quality and noise at
certain points on the road network.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air
quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable
transport, as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new
development at any site/ potential residents can utilise existing transport options.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants,
development of the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of
traffic on the local road network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative)
impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
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Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities.
Constraints from air quality and noise could be mitigated through design and layout of the development.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

Northamptonshire County Council mapping indicates the presence of Historic Environment Assets across
the site including; a “possible Romano- British Settlement” to the east of the site and the dismantled
London and North Western Railway (Daventry to Marton) route. There are no listed buildings on site, the
closest Listed building is the Farm buildings associated with Middlemore Farmhouse (Grade II listed)
shown 200m east of the northern section of the site.
The Grand Union Canal Conservation area is located 400m to the north of the site.
There are no scheduled monuments within 1km of the site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more
detailed assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

-

Aerial photographs show the site to comprise unused greenfield land and hedgerows. The area
immediately to the north of the site comprises recently built residential houses. The majority of the site is
occupied by arable land with limited value for wildlife and hedgerow connectivity across the site is poor.
Drayton Reservoir to the east of the site is identified as a Potential Wildlife Site and a Local Wildlife site
(Site of Interest for Nature Conservation) designated because of importance for wildlife at a county or
local level. The Daventry Disused Railway Local Wildlife site is located adjacent to the south of the site.
The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area is located approximately 1.3km to the east of the site.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to offset or mitigate
for entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of
the habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss
of biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
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It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape
design which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.
The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve
safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.

SO5: Education and training

+

The site is located in a residential area and there are numerous schools located within 2km of the site
connected to the site by bus, cycle and pedestrian routes; however none of these are in walking distance
(800m).
It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to
expand that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools
within Daventry.

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current
consumption in Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy generation and it is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy
efficiency. However, the effects of new development on efficient energy consumption will not be
determined by the location of the development, instead it will be determined though the detailed proposals
for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors
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SO7: Health and well being

+

The site is located within a housing estate, adjacent to Drayton Reservoir. The site is well connected to
sustainable transport modes with a bus route running through the site leading into Daventry town centre,
and a shared pedestrian cycleway located to the west.
The site is located close to the Grand Union Canal and its associated towpaths and waterways, Daventry
Country Park and to a network of informal footpath routes associated with the suburban housing to the
south.
Danetre Hospital is located approximately 2.7km to the south of this site. It is assumed that all of the site
options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the
expansion of existing facilities.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within
the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is
assumed that leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local
planning policy.

SO8: Labour market and economy

+

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for health and wellbeing.
The site is connected directly to the strategic road network (A361) to the east facilitating good road access
to Rugby, Daventry town centre and Northampton, as well as the wider strategic road network. The site is
located close to Drayton Fields employment areas
It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle
routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

0

In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.
The site is located within the urban area of Daventry and is not within a Special Landscape Area, but it is
within the Northamptonshire Uplands National Character Area.
There are no Scheduled Monuments or Listed Buildings on site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site could be designed sensitively with respect to the landscape character and views
to/from local landmarks.

SO10: Material assets

+

All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is
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assumed that all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable
Housing policies. It is also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0/?

The site is well connected to sustainable transport modes with a bus route running through the site
leading into Daventry town centre, and a shared pedestrian cycleway located to the west.
The site is located within Daventry 006C LSOA, ranked among the 30% least deprived LSOAs in the
country.
The site currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale, although as described
above, facilities within the remainder of Daventry are connected to the site. Access to services and spatial
distribution of inequalities and social opportunities would primarily be driven by the development design,
housing mix and provision of local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s location.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for
the proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development.
Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling
facilities.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

+

This site is urban land according to according to Natural England ALC mapping. Land surrounding the site
is developed, therefore a minor positive impact has been recorded.
There are no records of landfill at the site, the nearest historic landfill is 350m west of the site at Drayton
Fields Farm. Risks from contamination are likely to be low.

SO13: Waste

0

Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of
sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore
development here will have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is greenfield and therefore presents little opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.
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In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.
SO14: Water

0

There are no waterbodies present on site however Drayton Reservoir is located adjacent to the southern
area of the site and the Grand Union Canal is located 450m to the north of the site.
The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation
of an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.
The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. The EA
surface water flood maps show the majority of the site to be at very low probability of surface water
flooding.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no
effect is recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and
network to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be
determined at this stage on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land therefore could result increase in peak runoff rates
which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this
would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment
and/or decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and
all developments will adhere to building standards.
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1.

THIS REPORT

1.1

Introduction
This is Part 3B of the Daventry Local Plan Part 2 SA report. This part of the report outlines the
results of the appraisal of the Preferred Options. The other parts of the SA report are as follows:


Part 1: Introduction, methodology and next steps;



Part 2: Scoping information; and



Part 3A: Results of the Assessment: Assessment of Alternatives.

A Non-Technical Summary is also available.
1.2

Reporting the results
The results of the assessment of the Preferred Options are reported in Annex A of this report in
appraisal matrices. The results of the assessment have also been summarised within this report.
Table 2.1 presents a summary that focuses mainly on the significant effects and the uncertain
effects identified (as required by the SEA regulations). This table identifies the mitigation
measures recommended for the potential significant and uncertain effects. Mitigation for minor
negative effects and enhancement measures suggested can be found in the assessment matrices
in Annex A.
Mitigation measures are measures outlined to prevent, reduce or offset effects. Where a policy
or development area has a significant adverse effect, measures should be implemented to
prevent, reduce or offset these effects (please note that Annex A also outlines mitigation
measures for minor adverse effects). This may take the form of compensatory measures to be
implemented prior to the policy itself being implemented or it can take the form of a change in
wording of policy laid out in the plan. In addition, any uncertain effects should have mitigation
suggested in order to reduce uncertainty and the potential for this to give rise to a significant
negative effect. In addition, where relevant, enhancement measures have been suggested to
enhance the positive or neutral effects of policies.

1.3

Cumulative effects assessment
The SEA Regulations require an assessment of cumulative effects. Cumulative effects arise,
where several developments each have insignificant effects but together have a significant effect;
or where the effects of different elements of the Local Plan will have a combined significant
effect. The term can also be used to describe synergistic effects, which interact to produce a total
effect greater than the sum of the individual effects.
Cumulative assessment has been considered in Table 2.2 and this addresses how the effects of
development proposed within the plan and other plans and programmes could have an effect on
the sustainability objectives.
The significance of cumulative effects is difficult to assess because of the uncertainty attached to
whether and when developments are likely to go ahead. Therefore, it is difficult to attach a
significance score to the effects. Because of this a likely direction of change has been assigned
(i.e. positive or negative) and all negative effects will be treated as potentially significant.
Mitigation will be included and all negative and uncertain effects will be monitored.
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2.

RESULTS OF THE ASSESSMENT

2.1

Significant and uncertain effects
There are a number of significant negative, significant positive effects and uncertain effects recorded as a result of the plan and these are reported in Table 2.1 below.
Annex A also reports on minor negative and minor positive effects.
Table 2.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

SA Table 3B(1): Vision and objectives
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The vision and objectives are generally supportive of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(2): Community led planning and neighbourhood planning – NP1
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policies will have a neutral effect on all the SA objectives. The policy sets out the
administrative processes to be followed by neighbourhood groups so the policy in itself will not have
sustainability implications. Individual Neighbourhood Plans could have sustainability implications
but these will be addressed by their own SEA screening. If plans are expected to have
sustainability effects they will need to carry out their own SA processes.
SA Table 3B(3): Daventry District Spatial Strategy – SP1
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The spatial strategy is generally supportive of the sustainability objectives as it will ensure
development is focused on Daventry town ensuring good access to services and public transport
whilst also providing support to rural areas to meet their housing needs. This will have positive
effects on a large number of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(4): Development in the rural areas (please note that this is an assessment of
RA1, RA2, RA3 and RA4 and represents an assessment of the settlement hierarchy and
the approach to rural development at different levels of the settlement hierarchy)
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A
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Table 2.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

The policies are generally supportive of the sustainability objectives through helping to provide a
scale of housing development that is appropriate to each particular settlement taking into account
that the rural housing requirement has been met. Application of the settlement hierarchy will
ensure that development is focused on the most sustainable locations helping to provide good
access to services and public transport. The policies should also help to protect the character of the
natural environment and townscape / landscape as the settlement hierarchy takes into account the
suitability of settlements in accommodating development in terms of environmental constraints.
SA Table 3B(5): Development in the open countryside – RA5
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policies are generally supportive of the sustainability objectives through restricting housing
development in the open countryside. This will help to protect the character of the open
countryside and also support other sustainability objectives through ensuring that development is
focused in areas with better access to sustainable transport and other services.
SA Table 3B(6): Daventry South West – HO1
The site will have a significant negative effect on soil, geology and land use. The site is on Grade 3
(good to moderate quality) agricultural land, is primarily greenfield, part of the site is designated as
a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel and part of the site (Big Hill) is a steep sided
topographical feature and the sites topography may influence the amount of land available for
certain land uses and layouts.

Development of the site could be designed sensitively with
respect to the landscape character and views to/from local
landmarks. This might involve sensitive architectural design
and avoidance of developing the high points at the site (e.g.
near Big Hill).

The site will also have minor negative effects on landscape and townscape, heritage and
biodiversity. The site is previously undeveloped, and would impact upon the current landscape
setting. The site is also located within a Special Landscape Area. However the policy requires
sensitive design to respect the landscape and townscape character.

Further studies are required to investigate the economic
importance of the mineral reserves that will be affected by the
development and whether these can be exploited before
development goes ahead. The layout of the site will need
careful consideration in light of the topography of the site.
Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land is likely to be
difficult.

The site will have minor positive effects on health and well-being, education and training and labour
market and the economy.
SA Table 3B(7): Micklewell Park – HO2
The site will have no significant negative or significant positive effects.

Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local
services and amenities to meet the demand for the proposed
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Table 2.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

The site will have an uncertain effect on population and social exclusion as the site currently has no
access to local amenities and services at the site scale. Facilities within the remainder of Daventry
are connected to the site, however, there is no existing pedestrian walkway on the A361.

development and in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements. A Transport Assessment will be required to
ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these
should be incorporated into the development. It is suggested
that this includes a pedestrian walkway along the A361.

The site will have minor negative effects on and soil, geology and land use.
The site will have minor positive effects on education and training, health and well-being, labour
market and economy and material assets.
SA Table 3B(8): Land at Middlemore – HO3
The site will have no significant negative or significant positive effects.
The site will have an uncertain effect on population and social exclusion as the site currently has no
access to local amenities and services at the site scale, although facilities within the remainder of
Daventry are connected to the site.
The site will have a minor negative effect on air quality and noise.
The site will have minor positive effects on education and training, health and well-being, labour
market, economy and material assets and soil, geology and land use.

Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local
services and amenities to meet the demand for the proposed
development and in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements. A Transport Assessment will be required to
ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services.
The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these
should be incorporated into the development. Examples
includes improved bus services, improved footways and
improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.

SA Table 3B(9): Self-build and custom housebuilding – HO4
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a minor positive effect on landscape and townscape in ensuring developers of
self-build and custom built homes adhere to a design code. This will be positive for townscape
character.
SA Table 3B(10): Rural worker dwellings – HO5
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have minor positive effects on air quality and noise, labour market and economy and
landscape and townscape through restricting housing development in the open countryside and
through supporting rural businesses and workers.
SA Table 3B(11): Rural exception site selection – HO6
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Table 2.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The site will have a minor positive effect on air quality and noise, material assets and population
and social deprivation by ensuring rural exception sites are on the most sustainable sites and
through helping to meet rural housing need.
SA Table 3B(12): Housing mix and type – HO7
No significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a significant positive effect on material assets through ensuring that the
housing mix of the area reflects that needed by the population and can be as flexible as possible as
the needs of the population change. This will particularly help to plan for the ageing population as
the plan addresses special needs accommodation. The policy will have a neutral effect on the other
SA objectives.
SA Table 3B(13): Gypsy, travellers and travelling showpeople – HO8
No significant (negative or positive) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a minor positive effect on material assets through setting out the provision that
will be made for gypsy, traveller and travelling showpeople sites within the area based on an up to
date assessment of need. The policy will have a minor positive effect on a large number of the
other SA objectives through setting clear criteria regarding the acceptability of sites.
SA Table 3B(14): Vibrant town centre – EC1
No significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a significant positive effect on labour market and economy through helping to
stop retail leakage to other town centres by planning for a mix and offer that meets the needs of
the local catchment area and supports businesses. The policy will have a minor positive effect on a
large number of the other SA objectives through focusing uses which are trip attractors in the town
centre and through protection of environmental assets.
SA Table 3B(15): North of High Street (Site 1) – EC2
The site will have no significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A
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Table 2.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

The site will have a significant positive effect on labour market and economy through providing
employment opportunities in a highly accessible location. The site will have minor negative effects
on biodiversity and health and well-being and minor positive effects on landscape and townscape,
population and social deprivation and soil, geology and land use.
SA Table 3B(16): Land to the North and West of Daventry town centre (Site 3 and 5) –
EC3
The site will have no significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The site will have a significant positive effect on biodiversity through creation of a linkage to the
Grand Union Canal which would extend an existing green corridor.
The site would also have a significant positive effect on labour market and economy as
development of the site for a range of uses would provide employment opportunities, while the
creation of a new tourist attraction would enhance the town of Daventry and may, in turn, promote
further investment. The site would have a number of minor positive effects on the other
sustainability objectives through protecting heritage assets and providing development
opportunities on brownfield sites.
SA Table 3B(17): Strategic Employment Areas – EC41
The site will have no significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will be significantly positive in protecting and enhancing the role of the Strategic
Employment Areas which make an important contribution to Daventry’s economy.
The policy will have a neutral effect on the rest of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(18): Land off Newnham Drive, Heartlands Strategic Employment Area – EC5
The site will have no significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The site will have a significant positive effect on labour market and economy as it lies within the
Heartlands employment area and provides an opportunity for further economic development in an
existing and accessible employment area.

1

Please note that this is not a site level assessment of individual Strategic Employment Areas as there are not concrete proposals / allocation being made under this policy. This assessment is a strategic assessment of the

effectiveness of the policy.
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Table 2.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

The site will have a minor negative effect on air quality and noise. The site will have a neutral effect
on the rest of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(19): The Knoll, Marches Strategic Employment Area – EC6
The site will have no significant negative effects.
The site will have a significant positive effect on labour market and economy as it as it lies within
the Marches employment area and provides an opportunity for further economic development in an
existing and accessible employment area.
The site will have an uncertain effect on biodiversity as there is a Potential Wildlife Site (site 44)
present on site.

If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal
would be required to ascertain the value of the habitats at the
site and the likelihood that it might support protected species.
Mitigation to offset loss of biodiversity and to prevent effects
on protected species may be required.

The site will have a minor negative effect on air quality and noise. The site will have a neutral effect
on the rest of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(20): Land North West of Nasmyth Road, Daventry – EC7
The site will have no significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The site will have a significant positive effect on labour market and economy as the site is adjacent
to Drayton Fields Industrial Estate and is accessible to Daventry town centre along the A45.
The site will have a minor negative effect on air and noise and landscape and townscape. The site
will have a neutral effect on the rest of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(21): Regeneration and renewal – EC8 (please note that this table assesses
the sensitivities of the Focus DIY site and the table below addresses the South East
Gateway)
The site will have no significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The site will have a significant positive effect on labour market and economy as the site lies within
the Drayton Fields employment area and provides an opportunity for further economic development
in an existing and accessible employment area. The site will have a minor negative effect on air
and noise and soil, geology and land use. The site will have a neutral effect on the rest of the
sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(22): South East Gateway – EC9
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Table 2.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

The site will have no significant positive, negative or uncertain effects.

Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage
features should be identified through more detailed
assessment and mitigation measures implemented as
appropriate.

The site will also have minor negative effects air quality and noise, biodiversity, archaeology and
cultural heritage, landscape and townscape and soil, geology and land use. The site will have a
minor positive effect on labour market and the economy and a neutral effect on the rest of the
sustainability objectives.

The effects on landscape could be in part mitigated by
sensitive architecture and landscaping, and by low density
development.

SA Table 3B(23): Sustainable transport infrastructure – ST1
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a minor positive effect on the majority of the sustainability objectives through
working to address the dominance of car use over other more sustainable modes in Daventry. The
policy will have a neutral effect on the rest of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(24): Lorry parking – ST2
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a minor positive effect on air quality and noise, crime and community safety,
labour market and economy and landscape and townscape through planning lorry parks on the
strategic road network which will be planned to be safe and secure and minimise their effects
through screening.
The policy will have a neutral effect on the rest of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(25): Built and natural environment policies (landscape and biodiversity) –
policies ENV1, ENV2, ENV3, ENV4
No significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policies will have a significant positive effect on landscape and townscape as they seek to
ensure that the natural and cultural environment of Special Landscape Areas including the Nene
corridor are enhanced and protected in recognition of their contribution to the area’s landscape,
townscapes, regeneration, recreation and historic environment. In addition the policies will ensure
protection of the Green Wedges in the District which help to protect the identity, character and
setting of settlements within the fringe areas of Daventry and Northampton
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Table 2.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

The policies will have a minor positive effect on a large number of the other sustainability
objectives.
SA Table 3B(26): Built and natural environment policies (recreation) – policies ENV5 and
ENV6
No significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policies will have a significant positive effect on biodiversity as they seek to achieve net
biodiversity gain.
The policies will have a minor positive effect on a large number of the other sustainability
objectives.
SA Table 3B(27): Built and natural environment policies (historic environment) – policies
ENV7, ENV8, ENV9
No significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policies will have a significant positive effect on landscape and townscape and archaeology and
cultural heritage through ensuring that all new development protects and enhances the features
which contribute to the character of an area, such as Conservation Areas, historical landscapes and
the skyline and setting of towns and villages. New development should also be sympathetic to
locally distinctive landscape features including safeguarding the route of the proposed cycle path,
walkway and Canal arm through the Daventry North East Sustainable Urban Extension and also
protect Borough Hill and Burnt Walls Scheduled Monuments and their settings.
The policies will have a minor positive effect on a large number of the other sustainability
objectives.
SA Table 3B(28): Built and natural environment policies (energy and carbon) – ENV10
No significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a significant positive effect on energy and climatic factors by supporting
renewable energy generating schemes which contribute to national renewable energy production
targets in terms of addressing climate change. The policy is particular positive through its
encouragement of the use of local energy networks, such as combined heat and power (CHP)
systems. The policy have a neutral effect on the remaining sustainability objectives.
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Table 2.1: Results of the SA for each aspect of the Local Plan
Potential effects

Mitigation measures identified for significant and
uncertain effects

SA Table 3B(29): Built and natural environment policies (design) – ENV11
No significant negative or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a significant positive effect on landscape and in particular townscape by
promoting design which reinforces local distinctiveness and provides landscaping and open space
solutions and responds to the wider landscape context.
The policy will have a minor positive effect on air and noise and archaeology and cultural heritage.
The policy will have a neutral effect on the rest of the sustainability objectives.
SA Table 3B(30): Built and natural environment policies (local flood risk) –12)
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a neutral effect on the majority of the sustainability objectives. However, it will
have a minor positive effect on energy and climate and water in that it sets out how development
will be expected manage flood risk and improve drainage. This will be positive in climate change
scenarios which will involve wetter conditions at certain times of the year and stormier conditions.
SA Table 3B(31): Community facilities – policies CF1, CF2 and CF3
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a minor positive effect on a large number of the sustainability objectives
through provision of community facilities in sustainable locations including co-location of services
and setting open space standards.
SA Table 3B(31): Local Green Space – PA1
No significant (positive or negative) or uncertain effects.

N/A

The policy will have a minor positive effect on biodiversity, landscape and townscape by protecting
Local Green Spaces. The policy will have a neutral effect on the rest of the sustainability
objectives.
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Table 2.2: Potential cumulative effects
Project, plan or programme /
issue

Potential cumulative effect2

Mitigation / enhancement
measures needed

Effects of the town centre sites
proposed within the Local Plan



New retail development would need
to be sensitively designed, such that
it relates to the surrounding listed
buildings and conservation area.

The following sites are allocated in
the centre of Daventry:



North of High Street (Site 1) –
EC2
Land to the North and West of
Daventry town centre (Site 3
and 5) – EC3










Effects of sites on the edge of
Daventry and affecting the North /
North West of Daventry in
particular. A cluster of
development sites is proposed both
through this plan and through the
WNJCS. This includes:

2





There could be a cumulative effect in terms of increased noise pollution if several
of the developments contain night uses. However, the sites will be subject to
planning and pollution control which should reduce this to an acceptable level.
Both of the sites are located within or adjacent to the Daventry Conservation Area
so there is the potential for a cumulative impact if sites are not sensitively
designed.
If sites 3 and 5 both go ahead it is recognised that this may increase traffic in the
town centre. However, proposals must be accompanied by a transport strategy
that will include how walking and cycling links will be incorporated into the
development, how the development will contribute towards modal shift and also
set out how any increased demand for car parking will be accommodated whilst
mitigating the impacts resulting from any potential loss of car parking.
There is likely to be a positive cumulative impact on landscape and the built
environment in Daventry town centre if a number of the developments go ahead
as this should create new areas of high quality public realm;
There is likely to be a positive cumulative impact in terms of improving access to
employment opportunities if a number of the developments go ahead as various
new employment opportunities will be created; and
There is likely to be a positive cumulative impact in terms of promoting
development on brownfield sites if a number of the developments go ahead.
With regard to coalescence, if unmitigated, development would extend towards
the village of Welton to the north and could create an almost continuous urban
area. However, Policy ENV3 seeks to protect the areas of Green Wedges within
the District to prevent this happening and to protect the identity, character and
setting of settlements within the fringe areas of Daventry and Northampton.
Development could have a negative cumulative effect on the setting of the Grand
Union Canal Conservation Area to the north of Daventry. However, policy HO2

The transport assessment / strategy
that is prepared for any site should
take into account other reasonably
foreseeable development, include
mitigation measures which will help
ease traffic in this area and include
sustainable transport measures which
will benefit the area as a whole.

The transport assessment / strategy
that is prepared for any site should
take into account other reasonably
foreseeable development, include
mitigation measures which will help
ease traffic in this area and include

Rather than judging effects according to their significance for cumulative effects, a likely direction of change has been assigned (i.e. positive or negative) and all negative effects will be treated as potentially significant. Mitigation

has been included and all negative and uncertain effects will be monitored (Please see section 1.3 for the reasoning behind this).
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Table 2.2: Potential cumulative effects
Project, plan or programme /
issue

Potential cumulative effect2

Mitigation / enhancement
measures needed



provides for Structural Green Space and wildlife corridors which protect and
enhance the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area and include appropriate
landscape buffers to mitigate the impact on Welton village and its setting.
 There could be a negative cumulative effect on traffic flows near the A45, and
A361 and further public transport measures are likely to be required.
 There is likely to be a positive cumulative effect on health and well-being, as the
developments will incorporate footpaths and links to recreational opportunities on
the edge of Daventry. This includes the Grand Union Canal and Drayton Reservoir
and its associated towpaths and waterway.
Generally, adjoining authorities are not proposing development allocations near to the
Daventry boundary or are proposing development which would otherwise cumulatively
impact upon the area.

sustainable transport measures which
will benefit the area as a whole.



As part of the Local Plan: Site
EC5, EC7, HO2 and HO3
As part of the WNJCS / sites
with planning permission:
Middlemore, Micklewell Park
and Monksmoor Farm

Adjacent authority’s development
plans

The main area which could have a cumulative impact upon Daventry is Northampton.
This is due to the constrained nature of the Northampton boundary which means that
Northampton Borough Council is unlikely to be able to maintain a five year supply of
housing (the current shortfall is currently being calculated as part of Northampton
Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment). This could have implications for
Daventry as further sites may need to be allocated within South Northamptonshire in
the future to assist Northampton to address the shortfall. However, it is not possible
to assess the implications of this at the moment and no sites have been allocated in
the Daventry Local Plan at this stage.
Any proposals that may come forward will need to be carefully considered with regard
to their cumulative effect on sites within the NRDA already with planning permission /
allocated in the WNJCS.
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3.

MONITORING

3.1

Introduction
The SEA Regulations require the significant environmental effects of plans and programmes to be
monitored, in order to identify at an early stage unforeseen adverse effects, and to be able to
take appropriate remedial action. The monitoring undertaken on the Local Plan will help to:
 Monitor the significant effects of the Local Plan;
 Track whether the Local Plan has had any unforeseen effects; and
 Ensure that action can be taken to reduce / offset the significant effects of the Local Plan.
The requirements of the SEA Regulations focus on monitoring the significant and unforeseen
effects of the Local Plan. Therefore, the SA monitoring framework is focused only on monitoring
those effects that are significant (negative) or uncertain. The Local Plan process will itself include
a comprehensive monitoring programme which is focused on the achievement of the Local Plan’s
objectives. This monitoring programme will enable the council to track the success of individual
policies and also to monitor the baseline environmental, economic and social conditions of the
Local Plan area.
The final SA monitoring programme will be included in the SA adoption statement (once the Local
Plan is adopted) and this will reflect any changes made at Public Examination and prior to
adoption. However, at this stage it is possible to outline a draft monitoring programme. Table
3.1 set out this draft monitoring programme. Please note that should the suggested mitigation
be taken on board then there would be fewer resultant residual potential significant effects or
uncertain effects and therefore the need for monitoring would be much less. The monitoring
required as identified in Table 3.1 will be reflected in policy wording as either proposed mitigation
measures (ie any application would require a biodiversity assessment) or development
conditioned via development management.
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Table 3.1: Monitoring programme
Significant negative and uncertain effects

Monitoring required

SA Table 3B(6): Daventry South West – HO1
Soil, geology and land use
The site will have a significant negative effect on soil, geology and land use. The site is on Grade 3
(good to moderate quality) agricultural land, is primarily greenfield, part of the site is designated as
a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel and part of the site (Big Hill) is a steep sided
topographical feature and the sites topography may influence the amount of land available for
certain land uses and layouts.

Monitoring will be required on the extent of the development
and the extent of greenfield land / Mineral Safeguarding Area
taken up.

SA Table 3B(7): Micklewell Park – HO2
Population and social deprivation
The site will also have an uncertain effect on population and social deprivation as the site currently
has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale. Facilities within the remainder of
Daventry are connected to the site, however, there is no existing pedestrian walkway on the A361.

Monitoring will be required on the level of services provided by
the development and the measures put in place to ensure safe
and sustainable access to Daventry.

SA Table 3B(8): Land at Middlemore – HO3
Population and social deprivation
The site will have an uncertain effect on population and social deprivation as the site currently has
no access to local amenities and services at the site scale, although facilities within the remainder
of Daventry are connected to the site.

Monitoring will be required on the level of services provided by
the development and the measures put in place to ensure safe
and sustainable access to Daventry.

SA Table 3B(19): The Knoll, Marches Strategic Employment Area – EC6
Biodiversity
The site will have an uncertain effect on biodiversity as there is a Potential Wildlife Site (site 44)
present on site.

Monitoring will be required on the mitigation put in place and
the effectiveness of the mitigation in reducing ecological
effects.

Cumulative effects
Cumulative effects of the town centre sites proposed within the Local Plan. Effects on the Daventry
Conservation Area and potential increased traffic in the town centre.
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applications for these sites and the measures put in place to
mitigate townscape and traffic impacts.
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Table 3.1: Monitoring programme
Significant negative and uncertain effects

Monitoring required

Cumulative effects of sites in the North West of Daventry including effects on landscape character
and traffic flows.

Monitoring will be required on the progress of any planning
applications for these sites and the measures put in place to
mitigate landscape and traffic impacts.
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ANNEX A: MATRICES
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SA Table 3B(1): Vision and objectives
SA objective

Sust effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability,
duration, frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

+

The vision discusses the provision of an enhanced walking and cycling environment. Objective 1 addresses
sustainable travel and objective 3 discusses reducing the need to travel shortening travel distances and
maximising the use of alternative travel modes. This should help to reduce air and noise issues caused by
traffic and reduce congestion.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

+

The vision discusses the district blending the best of cultural living with green spaces and high quality parks and
gardens. This is supported by objectives 13 and 14 which address high quality design and heritage respectively
and which will help to protect and enhance designated and undesignated assets and also promote well designed
development which is well related to the area.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

+

The vision discusses being a national example of low environmental impact development in response to climate
change and high biodiversity and habitat protection. This is supported by objective 12 on green infrastructure
which aims to protect natural species present in the District and enhance the existing strategic green
infrastructure network, including biodiversity corridors. This will help to preserve and also enhance biodiversity.

SO4: Crime and community safety

+

The vision discusses social cohesion and integration. This is supported by objective 2 which discusses
enhancing local services to ensure all services are adequately provided. Objective 4 also discusses linking new
communities to addresses areas of deprivation. This should help to reduce crime and improve community
safety.

SO5: Education and training

+

The vision discusses being an outstanding location of choice for high academic and vocational educational
achievement. This is supported by objective 8 on educational attainment which addresses not only schools but
strengthening vocational skills.

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

+

The vision discusses being a national example of low environmental impact development in response to climate
change and high biodiversity and habitat protection. This is supported by objective 1 which discusses measures
such as resilience to climate change, promoting sustainable design and construction and encouraging renewable
energy production.

SO7: Health and well being

+

The vision discusses providing a superb quality of life for communities, community diversity and integration.
Services, facilities and infrastructure will support the communities adding to the quality of life, and supporting
their residents and visitors. This is supported by objective 2 which discusses enhancing local services to ensure
all services are adequately provided and objective 13 which discusses providing a safe, healthy and attractive
environment. These will all be positive for health and well-being.
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SO8: Labour market and economy

+

The vision discusses being an outstanding location of choice for diverse employment opportunities and the fact
that the proximity to London will continue to be a great economic strength. It also discusses building a robust
commercial core and maintaining the role of DIRFT. The vision is geared towards the strengths of the district.
The vision is supported by objective 6 on economic advantage, objective 7 on specialist business development
and objective 11 on rural diversification and employment. This will all be positive for the economy.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

0

The vision discusses Daventry having a thriving town centre which values its historic assets, with a high quality
public realm. It also discusses villages retaining their local distinctiveness and character and providing homes
set within a beautiful landscape. This is supported by objective 13 which addresses high quality design and
objective 12 which supports green infrastructure protection and enhancement. However, the protection of
landscape outside villages and towns is not addressed in the objectives.
Enhancement measure: The objectives should directly address protection and enhancement of the landscape.

SO10: Material assets

+

The vision discusses being an outstanding location of choice for high quality housing and a superb quality of life
for communities. It also discusses providing affordable homes for local people. This is supported by objective 9
which discusses providing a range of housing in sustainable locations to ensure all residents have access to a
home that they can afford and that meets their needs.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

+

The vision discusses social cohesion and integration. This is supported by objective 2 which discusses
enhancing local services to ensure all services are adequately provided. Objective 4 also discusses linking new
communities to addresses areas of deprivation and objective 10 discusses supporting rural communities. This
will all be positive for social inclusion.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

Soil and geology are not specifically addressed (however, this would not be expected at this strategic level of
plan making).

SO13: Waste

+

Objective 2 discusses the provision of appropriate infrastructure and this includes waste infrastructure.

SO14: Water

+

The vision discusses being a national example of low environmental impact development. This is supported by
objective 1 which discusses promoting sustainable design and construction. Flooding is addressed by objective
1. This will be positive water use, flooding and water quality.
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SA Table 3B(2): Community led planning and neighbourhood planning – NP1
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability,
duration, frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective. The policy sets out the administrative processes to be followed by
neighbourhood groups so the policy will not in itself have sustainability implications. Individual Neighbourhood
Plans could have sustainability implications but these will be addressed by their own SEA screening. If plans are
expected to have sustainability effects they will need to carry out their own SA processes.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO5: Education and training

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO7: Health and well being

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO8: Labour market and economy

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO9: Landscape and townscape

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO10: Material assets

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO14: Water

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective
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SA Table 3B(3): Daventry District Spatial Strategy – SP1
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability,
duration, frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

+

The spatial strategy will ensure development is focused on Daventry town ensuring good access to services and
public transport whilst also providing support to rural areas to meet their housing needs. This will have positive
effects on transport by private car which will have secondary positive effects on air and noise pollution.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

+

The spatial strategy will be positive as it will protect and enhance the natural and built environment. “Protecting
and enhancing the built and natural environment and the district’s heritage assets, including protecting the Open
Countryside” is one of the spatial principles.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

+

The spatial strategy will be positive as it will protect and enhance the natural and built environment. “Protecting
and enhancing the built and natural environment and the district’s heritage assets, including protecting the Open
Countryside” is one of the spatial principles.

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO5: Education and training

+

The spatial strategy will ensure that development is focused on Daventry which has the best access to educational
facilities. The strategy also states that development should support the development of Daventry District’s
learning infrastructure to raise educational achievement and the skills base

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective.

SO7: Health and well being

+

The spatial strategy will ensure that development is focused on the settlements which have the best access to
health facilities. The strategy also states that development should protect and enhance existing services and
facilities within villages and promote healthy and active lifestyles.

SO8: Labour market and economy

+

The spatial strategy will ensure that development is focused on Daventry town which has the best access to
employment. The strategy also states that development should encourage the regeneration of Daventry town
centre and protecting and enhancing identified employment areas across the district.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

+

The spatial strategy will be positive as it will protect and enhance the natural and built environment. “Protecting
and enhancing the built and natural environment and the district’s heritage assets, including protecting the Open
Countryside” is one of the spatial principles.

SO10: Material assets

+

The spatial strategy will ensure that housing needs are met in the most sustainable locations. The spatial
strategy will ensure development is focused on Daventry town ensuring good access to services and public
transport whilst also providing support to rural areas to meet their housing needs.
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SO11: Population and social
deprivation

+

The spatial strategy will ensure that development is focused on the most sustainable locations ensuring good
access to services and public transport. Small scale development will still continue in smaller settlement ensuring
that they are not fossilised

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

+

The policy will be positive as it will encourage the use of previously developed land and buildings.

SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect this SA objective

SO14: Water

+

The spatial strategy will be positive as it will protect and enhance the natural and built environment. “Protecting
and enhancing the built and natural environment and the district’s heritage assets, including protecting the Open
Countryside” is one of the spatial principles.

SA Table 3B(4): Development in the rural areas (please note that this is an assessment of RA1, RA2, RA3 and RA4 and represents an assessment of
the settlement hierarchy and the approach to rural development at different levels of the settlement hierarchy)
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability,
duration, frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

+

Providing new development in rural areas could increase the amount of traffic and congestion in those
communities. However, the policies should help provide a scale of housing development that is appropriate to
each particular settlement taking into account that the rural housing requirement has been met. Application of
the settlement hierarchy will ensure that development is focused on the most sustainable locations helping to
provide good access to services and public transport. This should have positive effects on transport by private car
which will have secondary effects on air and noise pollution.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

+

The policies should help to protect and enhance the character and quality of the rural area’s historic buildings and
areas of environmental importance, as the settlement hierarchy takes into account the suitability of settlements in
accommodating development in terms of environmental constraints.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

+

The policies should help to protect and enhance areas of environmental importance as the settlement hierarchy
takes into account the suitability of settlements in accommodating development in terms of environmental
constraints.

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO5: Education and training

+

The application of the settlement hierarchy will ensure that development is focused on the settlements which have
the best access to educational facilities and could have a positive impact in terms of retaining schools in some of
the larger villages. In this way, the policy should help contribute to the achievement of the SA objectives.
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SO6: Energy and climatic factors

+

Providing new development in rural areas could increase the amount of traffic and congestion in those
communities. However, the policies should result in a scale of housing development that is appropriate to each
particular settlement taking into account that the rural housing requirement has been met. Application of the
settlement hierarchy will ensure that development is focused on the most sustainable locations ensuring good
access to services and public transport. This should help to limit traffic and congestion to acceptable levels and
have a positive secondary effect on greenhouse gas emissions.

SO7: Health and well being

+

The application of the settlement hierarchy will ensure that development is focused on the settlements which have
the best access to health facilities and could have a positive impact in terms of retaining health facilities in some
of the larger villages. In this way, the policy should help contribute to the achievement of the SA objectives.

SO8: Labour market and economy

+

Application of the settlement hierarchy will ensure that development is focused on the settlements which have the
best access to employment. In addition the policies specifically protect employment land within identified
employment areas.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

+

The policies should help to protect and enhance the character and quality of the rural area’s historic buildings and
areas of environmental importance as the settlement hierarchy takes into account the suitability of settlements in
accommodating development in terms of environmental constraints. In addition the policies specifically address
the form and character of villages.

SO10: Material assets

+

Application of the settlement hierarchy will ensure that housing needs are met in the most sustainable locations
taking into account that the rural housing requirement has been met.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

+

Application of the settlement hierarchy will ensure that development is focused on the most sustainable locations
ensuring good access to services and public transport. Small scale development will still continue in smaller
settlement ensuring that they are not fossilised.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO14: Water

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective
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SA Table 3B(5): Development in the open countryside – RA5
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability,
duration, frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

+

Restricting housing development in the open countryside to those exceptions listed in the policy will ensure a
more sustainable pattern of development that will help to minimise dependency on car use and will ensure that
development is focused in areas with better access to sustainable transport. This should have positive effects on
transport by private car which will have secondary effects on air and noise pollution.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

+

The policy could help support development which enables optimal viable use of a heritage asset or enabling
development. Therefore, the policy will be positive.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

+

The policy aims to protect the intrinsic character and beauty and tranquillity of the countryside and this should
have secondary effects on biodiversity.

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO5: Education and training

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO7: Health and well being

+

Restricting housing development in the open countryside to those exceptions listed in the policy will ensure a
more sustainable pattern of development that will help to ensure development is focused in areas that has access
to health facilities in a sustainable way. The policy will be positive.

SO8: Labour market and economy

+

The policy will help to support some rural businesses by ensuring that they can develop new dwellings that are
legitimately linked to their business. The policy will be positive.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

+

The policy could help support positive re-use of buildings that are worthy of retention and will ensure that they
lead to an enhancement of their setting and they respect the character of their rural surroundings. The policy will
be positive.

SO10: Material assets

+

The policy will help ensure that where housing in the open countryside is needed to meet certain needs it can go
ahead in a sustainable manner. The policy will be positive.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

+

Restricting housing development in the open countryside to those exceptions listed in the policy will ensure a
more sustainable pattern of development that will help to ensure development is focused in areas that has access
to community and social infrastructure in a sustainable way. The policy will be positive.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective
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SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO14: Water

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SA Table 3B(6): Daventry South West – HO1
SA objective

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential impacts,
probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects

SO1: Air quality and noise

+/-

Evidence
The site is surrounded by roads to the north (A45), east (A361) and west (A425). Staverton Road intersects the
north western portion of the site. There are bus routes serving a number of stops along the A45, A361 and A425
and a cycle route through Staverton Road in the north western portion of the site. There are bus stops in the vicinity
of the site. The site buffers the A45, A361 and the A425, which could result in noise disturbance for residents at the
perimeter of the site; therefore a minor negative effect in relation to noise is likely.
Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in secondary
effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network. This site is not within close proximity of an
AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable transport, as
it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants, development of the
site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of traffic on the local road network.
In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
The policy sets out the access arrangements that will be required. A Transport Assessment will be required to
ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The Transport Assessment will include mitigation and
these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes improved bus services, improved footways
and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
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Constraints from air quality and noise could be mitigated through design and layout of the development.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

-

Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows a number of Historic Environment Assets across the site,
including; the Barwick to Northampton Turnpike toll road which runs through the north western part of the site, a
possible Romano-British settlement to the north east of the site, Badby House Park and Grade II Listed Building
(post medieval landscape park) to the south, and Ridge and Furrow (fields). There is an area of Ancient woodland
located immediately adjacent to the south western boundary of the site. In addition, Badby House Monastery
located 60m south of the eastern part of the site. The policy seeks to protect these features and states that
Structural Green Space and wildlife corridors should be included which retain important existing landscape features
including hedgerows, woodlands and mature trees and include appropriate landscape buffers to mitigate the impact
on the setting of Big Hill and Badby House. However, in conclusion, the policy would still have a minor negative
impact on archaeology and cultural heritage.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more detailed
assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

-

Aerial photographs show the site comprises grassland pasture, hedgerows, open fields and small areas of woodland
and scrub. Habitats on site have the potential to host protected rare or notable species. There is also the potential
for BAP habitats and species on site. Stepnell Spinney and Oak Spinney, Local Nature Reserves and areas of lowland
mixed deciduous woodland are located towards the southern boundary of the site. Pond Spinney and Staverton
Wood Local Nature Reserves are located immediately adjacent to the south of the site.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green infrastructure
provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat connectivity. However
given the extent of likely habitats on site it may be difficult to offset loss of biodiversity at the site in line with the
requirements of the NPPF.
Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to offset or mitigate for
entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of the habitats
at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss of biodiversity and to
prevent effects on protected species may be required.
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It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green infrastructure
provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape design
which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.
SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the site
options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve safety and
security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of development and will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.

SO5: Education and training

+

There are five primary schools and two secondary schools located within 2km of the site, with primary, secondary
and higher education facilities located within 800m (walking distance) of the site. However there is only access via
A425 and the A45, which could create a barrier to accessing the town (in terms of children crossing the road). The
closest primary school is The Grange Primary School (375m to the north east), and the closest secondary school is
Daventry UTC which are both connected to the site by bus, cycle and pedestrian routes. Northampton college is also
located around 450m to the north east.
It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new schools
to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
Although the topography of the land on site is steep in places, this is not seen as a barrier to the existing education
facilities providing safe crossing points along the A45 are provided by the development of the site. In addition the
policy would require the inclusion of a primary school and local centre.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to expand that
existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools within Daventry.
Alternative access to educational facilities (without crossing the A45) could be considered, for example the
construction of a bridge or underpass connecting any new development.
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SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current consumption in
Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is
assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency. However, the effects of new
development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of the development, instead it
will be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.

SO7: Health and well being

+

The site is surrounded by roads to the north (A45), east (A361) and west (A425). Staverton Road is shown to
intersect the north western portion of the site. There are bus routes serving a number of stops along the A45, A361
and A425 and a cycle route shown through Staverton Road in the north western portion of the site. There are no
existing public footpaths on site.
Danetre Hospital is located approximately 1.1 km to the north east of this site. It is assumed that all of the site
options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the expansion
of existing facilities. In addition the site is close proximity of Daventry Sports Park, although crossing improvements
would be required.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within the sites,
which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is assumed that leisure
facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local planning policy.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for health and wellbeing.

SO8: Labour market and economy

+

The site borders the A45, A361 and A425, providing access into Daventry Town Centre and surrounding areas
enabling access to local employment opportunities. The site is located in close proximity to the Royal Oak
employment area. It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking
and cycle routes would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging
more active lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

-

The site falls within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character Area, an area of fragmented
parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography, medieval and later fields and nucleated
villages. The area is not characterised by urban development and the site is previously undeveloped, therefore
development may have a detrimental effect on the landscape at this location. A golf course is located in close
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proximity to the site and the A45 is located to the north of the site, creating a clear urban edge to the town. The
site is located to the south of this and would impact upon the current landscape setting. The site is located within a
Special Landscape Area. This is considered to affect the suitability of the south-western part of the site. The site is
located within the Northamptonshire Uplands National Character Area. The site could also have an impact on Badby
House Park (Grade II Listed Building) and consideration needs to be given to the setting of the Listed Building. In
conclusion, a minor negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape. With regard to settlement
coalescence, policy ENV3 proposes creation of a green wedge to avoid coalescence with Staverton and this will help
to protect the identity, character and setting of Staverton.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site should be designed sensitively with respect to the landscape character and views to/from
local landmarks. This might involve sensitive architectural design and avoidance of developing the high points at the
site (e.g. near Big Hill).
SO10: Material assets

0

All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is assumed that all
new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable Housing policies. It is also
assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links. However, due to the scale of
development here, and the fact that it would not serve any existing wider catchments means that the scope for
viable services is limited. In conclusion, a neutral impact is identified for material assets.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

The site is located to the south of the A45 and is relatively close to the centre of Daventry and has good transport
links to the major road network. A provision of an at level crossing will also make access to the local centre easier
and safer and the policy references provision of a Local Centre providing local shopping facilities of an appropriate
scale to serve the needs of the community and surrounding areas. This should be sited in an accessible location to
also benefit residents and businesses in the surrounding area.
There are bus routes serving a number of stops along the A45, A361 and A425 and a cycle route shown through
Staverton Road in the north western portion of the site. An at level crossing will be provided which will make access
to the town easier and safer.
The closest populated area to the site is a suburban housing estate to the north of the A45, which is located within
an LSOA (008A) ranked as part of the 40% most deprived areas in the country.
In conclusion, a neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

--

The site is predominantly rural and therefore undeveloped, with the exception of Malabar farm and the northern site
boundary along the A45, and there are no records of landfill at the site, therefore risks from contamination are likely
to be low. This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC

28

SA report Part 3B

mapping therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality. The site is primarily
greenfield (aside from a small number of isolated buildings).
Part of the site is designated as a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel. Under Policy 32 of the
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan Mineral Safeguarding Areas will have to demonstrate that the
sterilisation of proven mineral resources of economic importance will not occur as a result of the development, and
that the development would not pose a serious hindrance to future extraction in the vicinity.
Big Hill to the south of the site is a steep sided topographical feature and the sites topography may influence the
amount of land available for certain land uses and layouts. Appropriate mitigation through design and layout could
address this issue to some extent.
In conclusion, an overall major impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies are required to investigate the economic importance of the mineral reserves that will be affected by
the development and whether these can be exploited before development goes ahead. The layout of the site will
need careful consideration in light of the topography of the site. Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land is
likely to be difficult.
SO13: Waste

0

Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of sustainable
waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore development here will
have a negligible effect on this objective. The site is a greenfield site so presents little to no opportunity for re-use
of materials in construction.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.

SO14: Water

0

OS maps show two small waterbodies on site. Long pond to the south east of the site, and a small pond to the north
west. There may be field drains and other drainage features associated with the sites current agricultural use. The
site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an
appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.
The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. EA maps do show
an area of the northern part of the site closer to the A45 to be at high probability of surface water flooding, this
extends into the site towards Oak Spinney and Long pond in the south. There is also a medium to high probability of
surface water flooding shown along Staverton Road to the north west. It is assumed that drainage design of the
site would be able to mitigate this.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no effect is
recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
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Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and network to
accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on the
basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates which could
have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this would be managed
through an appropriate drainage design.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment and/or
decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and all
developments will adhere to building standards.

SA Table 3B(7): Micklewell Park – HO2
SA objective

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential impacts,
probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects

SO1: Air quality and noise

0

Evidence
The site is connected directly to the strategic road network (A361) to the west. The A361 may have a negative
impact upon noise levels for new residents at the perimeter of the site. The site is served by sustainable transport
routes including a bus route serving the A361 into Daventry town centre.
Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in secondary
effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air quality.
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It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable transport, as
it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants, development of the
site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of traffic on the local road network.
In conclusion, a neutral effect is identified for air quality and noise
SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

Northamptonshire County Council mapping indicates the presence of Historic Environment Assets across the site
including; an “uncertain, undated activity” and the Banbury to Lutterworth Turnpike historic toll road shown along
the western site boundary. There are no listed buildings on site, the closest Listed building is the Farm buildings
associated with Middlemore Farmhouse (Grade II listed) shown 800m south west of the site. The Grand Union Canal
Conservation area is located 450m to the south of the site. However, the policy requires Structural Green Space and
wildlife corridors which protect and enhance the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area and include appropriate
landscape buffers to mitigate the impact on Welton village and its setting.
In conclusion, a neutral effect is identified.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

Aerial photographs show the site to comprise arable land and hedgerows. The majority of the site is occupied by
arable land with limited value for wildlife and hedgerow connectivity across the site is poor. The Daventry Disused
Railway Local Wildlife Site is located 450m south of the site.
The policy provides for Structural Green Space and wildlife corridors which protect and enhance the Grand Union
Canal Conservation Area and include appropriate landscape buffers to mitigate the impact on Welton village and its
setting. This should offset any negative impacts of the development on existing species and habitats.
In conclusion, a neutral impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the site
options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve safety and
security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of development and will
instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.

SO5: Education and training

+

The site is located in a rural area and there are currently no educational facilities within the immediate vicinity
however the site is adjacent to Micklewell Park which has permission for residential including a school. There are two
primary schools (Ashby Fields Primary School and Welton School) located within 2km of the site. There are further
primary and secondary schools located within Daventry, connected to the site by bus, cycle and pedestrian routes.
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It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new schools to
accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within the sites,
which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to expand that
existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools within Daventry.
SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current consumption in
Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is
assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency. However, the effects of new
development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of the development, instead it
will be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.

SO7: Health and well being

+

The site is connected directly to the strategic road network (A361) to the west. The site is served by sustainable
transport routes including a bus route serving the A361 into Daventry town centre. There is no existing pedestrian
walkway on the A361.
The site is located close to the Grand Union Canal and Drayton Reservoir and its associated towpaths and waterway
and to a network of informal footpath routes associated with the suburban housing to the south. There are no public
rights of way located on site, the closest being the Grand Union Canal towpath, located immediately adjacent to the
sites south eastern boundary.
Danetre Hospital is located approximately 4km to the south of this site. It is assumed that all of the site options
would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the expansion of
existing facilities.
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It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within the sites,
which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is assumed that leisure
facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local planning policy.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for health and wellbeing.
SO8: Labour market and economy

+

The site is connected directly to the strategic road network (A361) to the east facilitating good road access to Rugby,
Daventry town centre and Northampton, as well as the wider strategic road network
It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes
would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active
lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

0

The site is located within the Nene Valley: Dodford to Olney Historic Landscape Character Area, characterised by the
river valley, surrounding mostly modern fields and by nucleated villages. The site is not located within a Special
Landscape Area. The site is located close to the urban fringe of Daventry and is predominantly rural in character. The
Grand Union Canal Conservation area is located 450m to the south of the site. However, the policy provides for
Structural Green Space and wildlife corridors which protect and enhance the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area
and include appropriate landscape buffers to mitigate the impact on Welton village and its setting. Therefore, the
site will have a neutral impact on the SA objectives.

SO10: Material assets

+

All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is assumed that all
new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable Housing policies. It is also
assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for the
proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0/?

The site is well served by sustainable transport routes including a bus route serving the A361 into Daventry town
centre, and good pedestrian access via Welton Lane to the east of the site. There is no existing pedestrian walkway
on the A361.
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The site is located within Daventry 003A LSOA, ranked among the 40% least deprived LSOAs in the country.
The site currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale, although as described above,
facilities within the remainder of Daventry are connected to the site. Access to services and spatial distribution of
inequalities and social opportunities would primarily be driven by the development design, housing mix and provision
of local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s location.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for the
proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
A HO2Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. It is suggested
that this includes a pedestrian walkway along the A361.
SO12: Soil, geology and land use

-

This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC mapping
therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality.
The site is predominantly rural and therefore undeveloped, and there are no records of landfill at the site, therefore
risks from contamination are likely to be low.
The site is designated as a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel. Under Policy 32 of the Northamptonshire
Minerals and Waste Local Plan Mineral Safeguarding Areas will have to demonstrate that the sterilisation of proven
mineral resources of economic importance will not occur as a result of the development, and that the development
would not pose a serious hindrance to future extraction in the vicinity.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies are required to investigate the economic importance of the mineral reserves that will be affected by
the development and whether these can be exploited before development goes ahead. Mitigation of the effects on
agricultural land is likely to be difficult.

SO13: Waste

0

Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of sustainable
waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore development here will have
a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is greenfield and therefore presents little opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.
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In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.

SO14: Water

0

There are no waterbodies present on site.
The Grand Union Canal is located 450m to the south of the site and Drayton Reservoir is located 900m to the south
west. The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation of
an appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.
The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. The EA surface
water flood maps show the majority of the site to be at very low probability of surface water flooding however a
localised area of low probability of surface water flooding is shown to the south of the site.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no effect is
recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and network to
accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on the
basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land therefore could result increase in peak runoff rates which
could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this would be managed
through an appropriate drainage design.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment and/or
decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and all
developments will adhere to building standards.
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SA Table 3B(8): Land at Middlemore – HO3
SA objective

SO1: Air quality and noise

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential impacts,
probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects

Evidence

+/-

The site is located within a housing estate, adjacent to Drayton Reservoir. Farnborough Drive intersects the two
areas of the site and leads to the strategic road network (A361) to the west. The site is well connected to
sustainable transport modes with a bus route running through the site leading into Daventry town centre, and a
shared pedestrian cycleway located to the west. Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the
local road network. These may result in secondary effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road
network.
This site is not within close proximity of an AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable transport,
as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new development at any site/
potential residents can utilise existing transport options.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants, development of
the site for housing could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of traffic on the local road
network. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is identified for air quality
and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples
includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
Constraints from air quality and noise could be mitigated through design and layout of the development.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

Northamptonshire County Council mapping indicates the presence of Historic Environment Assets across the site
including; a “possible Romano- British Settlement” to the east of the site and the dismantled London and North
Western Railway (Daventry to Marton) route. There are no listed buildings on site, the closest Listed building is
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the Farm buildings associated with Middlemore Farmhouse (Grade II listed) shown 200m east of the northern
section of the site.
The Grand Union Canal Conservation area is located 400m to the north of the site.
There are no scheduled monuments within 1km of the site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for archaeology and cultural heritage.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more detailed
assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.
SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

Aerial photographs show the site to comprise unused greenfield land and hedgerows. The area immediately to
the north of the site comprises recently built residential houses. The majority of the site is occupied by arable
land with limited value for wildlife and hedgerow connectivity across the site is poor. Drayton Reservoir to the
east of the site is identified as a Potential Wildlife Site and a Local Wildlife site (Site of Interest for Nature
Conservation) designated because of importance for wildlife at a county or local level. The Daventry Disused
Railway Local Wildlife site is located adjacent to the south of the site. The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area
is located approximately 1.3km to the east of the site.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity and the policy states that the development should take account of the setting of Drayton Reservoir.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the site
options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to improve safety and
security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of development and
will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.
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SO5: Education and training

+

The site is located in a residential area and there are numerous schools located within 2km of the site connected
to the site by bus, cycle and pedestrian routes; however none of these are in walking distance (800m).
It is assumed that all of the site options would incorporate either the expansion of existing facilities or new
schools to accommodate growing demand in line with West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.
It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within the
sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for education and training.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Due to the close proximity of education services, it may be easier and more resource/cost efficient to expand
that existing facility to accommodate new residents as required, rather than building new schools within
Daventry.

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current consumption in
Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it
is assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency. However, the effects of
new development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of the development,
instead it will be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors

SO7: Health and well being

+

The site is located within a housing estate, adjacent to Drayton Reservoir. The site is well connected to
sustainable transport modes with a bus route running through the site leading into Daventry town centre, and a
shared pedestrian cycleway located to the west.
The site is located close to the Grand Union Canal and its associated towpaths and waterways, Daventry Country
Park and to a network of informal footpath routes associated with the suburban housing to the south.
Danetre Hospital is located approximately 2.7km to the south of this site. It is assumed that all of the site
options would include the provision of new healthcare facilities to support the growing population, or the
expansion of existing facilities.
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It is assumed that new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes would be provided within the
sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active lifestyles. It is assumed that
leisure facilities such as parks and outdoor spaces would be provided in line with local planning policy.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for health and wellbeing.
SO8: Labour market and economy

+

The site is connected directly to the strategic road network (A361) to the east facilitating good road access to
Rugby, Daventry town centre and Northampton, as well as the wider strategic road network. The site is located
close to Drayton Fields employment areas
It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes
would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active
lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

0

The site is located within the urban area of Daventry and is not within a Special Landscape Area, but it is within
the Northamptonshire Uplands National Character Area.
There are no Scheduled Monuments or Listed Buildings on site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site could be designed sensitively with respect to the landscape character and views to/from
local landmarks.

SO10: Material assets

+

All of the site options are assumed to provide a mix of housing in line with Daventry District Council policy
requirements, therefore all site options are expected to have positive effects on this objective. It is assumed that
all new development would be built to high standards and in accordance with Affordable Housing policies. It is
also assumed that all of the site options will incorporate sustainable transport links.
In conclusion, an overall minor positive impact is identified for material assets.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for the
proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0/?

The site is well connected to sustainable transport modes with a bus route running through the site leading into
Daventry town centre, and a shared pedestrian cycleway located to the west.
The site is located within Daventry 006C LSOA, ranked among the 30% least deprived LSOAs in the country.
The site currently has no access to local amenities and services at the site scale, although as described above,
facilities within the remainder of Daventry are connected to the site. Access to services and spatial distribution of
inequalities and social opportunities would primarily be driven by the development design, housing mix and
provision of local services and amenities, rather than by the site’s location.
In conclusion, an overall uncertain / neutral impact is identified for population and social deprivation.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Inclusion of a suitable housing mix and provision of local services and amenities to meet the demand for the
proposed development and in line with Daventry District Council policy requirements.
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples
includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

+

This site is urban land according to according to Natural England ALC mapping. Land surrounding the site is
developed, therefore a minor positive impact has been recorded.
There are no records of landfill at the site, the nearest historic landfill is 350m west of the site at Drayton Fields
Farm. Risks from contamination are likely to be low.

SO13: Waste

0

Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of sustainable
waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore development here will
have a negligible effect on this objective.
The site is greenfield and therefore presents little opportunity for re-use of materials in construction.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.

SO14: Water

0

There are no waterbodies present on site however Drayton Reservoir is located adjacent to the southern area of
the site and the Grand Union Canal is located 450m to the north of the site.
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The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an
appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.
The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. The EA surface
water flood maps show the majority of the site to be at very low probability of surface water flooding.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such; no effect is
recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and network
to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be determined at this stage
on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
The site would involve development of greenfield land therefore could result increase in peak runoff rates which
could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this would be
managed through an appropriate drainage design.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
All developments should include Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) to provide water quality treatment and/or
decrease surface water runoff to reduce flood risk.
Discharge of foul water will need to be agreed with the local sewerage operator.
All developments would meet Daventry District Council planning policy in relation to water efficiency and all
developments will adhere to building standards.

SA Table 3B(9): Self-build and custom housebuilding – HO4
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability,
duration, frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective
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SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO5: Education and training

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO7: Health and well being

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO8: Labour market and economy

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO9: Landscape and townscape

+

The policy will be positive in ensuring developers of self-build and custom built homes adhere to a design code.
This will be positive for townscape character.

SO10: Material assets

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO14: Water

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SA Table 3B(10): Rural worker dwellings – HO5
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability,
duration, frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

+

Restricting housing development in the open countryside will ensure a more sustainable pattern of development
that will help to minimise dependency on car use and will ensure that development is focused in areas with better
access to sustainable transport. This will have secondary positive effects on air and noise.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective
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SO5: Education and training

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO7: Health and well being

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO8: Labour market and economy

+

The policy will help to support some rural businesses by ensuring that they can develop new dwellings that are
legitimately linked to their business. The policy will be positive.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

+

The policy will ensure that rural workers dwellings are appropriately reflect the rural character and surrounding
countryside. The policy will be positive.

SO10: Material assets

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO14: Water

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SA Table 3B(11): Rural exception site selection – HO6
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability,
duration, frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

+

The policy will contribute to the SA objective as it seeks to place rural exception sites, which meet the needs of
more than one related settlement, on sites at the relevant settlement in the highest category in the settlement
hierarchy. This will ensure a more sustainable pattern of development that will help to minimise dependency on car
use and will ensure that development is focused in areas with better access to sustainable transport. This will have
positive effects on transport by private car which will have secondary effects on air and noise pollution. The policy
will be positive.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective
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SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO5: Education and training

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO7: Health and well being

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO8: Labour market and economy

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO9: Landscape and townscape

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO10: Material assets

+

Throughout the district rural exception sites play an important role in meeting local housing need. The policy will
contribute to the SA objective as it seeks to place rural exception sites that meet the needs of more than one
related settlement on sites at the settlement that is in the highest category in the settlement hierarchy. This will
meet the housing need of local people and also enhance access to facilities and services. The policy will be positive.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

+

The policy will contribute to the SA objective as it seeks to place rural exception sites that meet the needs of more
than one related settlement on sites at the settlement that is in the highest category in the settlement hierarchy.
This will help to ensure development is focused in areas that have access to community and social infrastructure in
a sustainable way. The policy will be positive.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO14: Water

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SA Table 3B(12): Housing mix and type – HO7
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability,
duration, frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective
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SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO5: Education and training

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO7: Health and well being

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO8: Labour market and economy

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO9: Landscape and townscape

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO10: Material assets

++

The policy will help ensure that the housing mix of the area reflects that needed by the population and can be as
flexible as possible as the needs of the population change. This will particularly help to plan for the ageing
population as the plan addresses special needs accommodation.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

+

The policy will help ensure that the housing mix of the area reflects that needed by the population and this should
be positive for social inclusion.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO14: Water

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SA Table 3B(13): Gypsy, travellers and travelling showpeople – HO8
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability,
duration, frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

+

The policy makes it clear that sites should be reasonably accessible to a range of services and that sites which are
exposed to high levels of noise and air pollution are not acceptable. These provisions will help to avoid development
in areas of high noise or poor air quality.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective
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SO4: Crime and community safety

+

The policy will contribute towards the SA objective, as it specifies that gypsy, traveller and travelling showpeople
sites should provide an acceptable standard of amenity for the proposed residents and have safe vehicular access
from the public highway. These measures will help to reduce fear of crime and improve safety.

SO5: Education and training

+

The policy will contribute to the SA objectives, as it specifies that sites for accommodation of gypsies, travellers and
travelling showpeople must be reasonably accessible to a range of services, such as public transport and schools.

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO7: Health and well being

+

The policy will contribute to the SA objective, as it specifies that sites for accommodation of gypsies, travellers and
travelling showpeople must be reasonably accessible to a range of services, such as primary health care, and should
provide an acceptable standard of amenity for the proposed residents.

SO8: Labour market and economy

+

Adequate access to schools, health services and other community facilities within reasonable travelling distance and
by foot, car or public transport is included as a criterion in the policy. This should have a secondary positive impact
in relation to employment sites as employment opportunities are likely to be in the same places as the above.
There are also provisions in the policy that will ensure travelling showpeople have adequate space to work.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

+

The policy will contribute to the SA objectives, as it specifies that sites for accommodation of gypsies, travellers and
travelling showpeople must not have an unacceptable impact on the landscape.

SO10: Material assets

+

The policy will meet the SA objective with regard to this population group, as it sets out the provision that will be
made for gypsy, traveller and travelling showpeople sites within the area based on an up to date assessment of
need.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

+

The policy will fully meet the SA objective, as it specifies that gypsy, traveller and travelling showpeople sites
should be located where they are accessible to a range of services such as shops, primary health care and schools.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO13: Waste

+

The policy will contribute to the SA objective, as it specifies that gypsy, traveller and travelling showpeople sites
should be capable of providing adequate on-site services, including waste disposal, composting and recycling
facilities.

SO14: Water

+

The policy will contribute to the SA objective, as it specifies that gypsy, traveller and travelling showpeople sites
should not be located on sites which are exposed to high levels of flood risk.
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SA Table 3B(14): Vibrant town centre – EC1
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability,
duration, frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

+

Focusing uses which are trip attractors in the town centre should be positive for public transport use. If this leads to
modal shift this will be positive for congestion, air quality and noise.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

+

A large part of the town centre is a conservation area. However, the policy recognises that and state that proposals
must be sensitive to the heritage assets and their setting and accord with policy ENV7. The policy will be positive.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO4: Crime and community safety

+

The policy will be positive as it is clear that proposals must contribute to the provision of a safe environment and
provide appropriate access and servicing.

SO5: Education and training

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

+

Focusing uses which are trip attractors in the town centre should be positive for public transport use. If this leads to
modal shift this will be positive for greenhouse gas emissions.

SO7: Health and well being

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO8: Labour market and economy

++

Daventry has a strong town centre retail market. However, there is still retail leakage to other town centres. The
policy will put in place conditions to provide additional retail space within Daventry town centre and also will plan for
a mix and offer that meets the needs of the local catchment area and supports businesses. The policy will have a
significant positive effect.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

+

The policy is focused on improving the vitality of the town centre but in a sensitive manner which is sensitive to
heritage assets and their setting (such as the conservation area). Therefore, the policy will be positive in terms of
townscape. The policy will have a neutral effect on landscape.

SO10: Material assets

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

+

The development of additional retail in the town centre will enable better access to retail services. This will
contribute positively towards the achievement of the objective.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO14: Water

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective
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SA Table 3B(15): North of High Street (Site 1) – EC2
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of
potential impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

0

The site is located in the centre of Daventry, within walking distance of the bus station, and new retail
development would be integrated with existing town centre uses. There are no AQMAs in Daventry town centre;
however, it is not known whether the new retail development would include late-night uses (which may create
additional noise sources). The site will be subject to planning and pollution control which should reduce this to an
acceptable level.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows that most of the site lies within Daventry Town Centre
Conservation Area, and there are a number of listed buildings located along the High Street. However, the
development will be designed to improve the quality of the built environment including the public realm so should
be neutral overall.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

-

Mature trees within the site include a lime tree, two sycamore trees with extensive ivy cover and a mulberry tree,
all of which are subject to Tree Preservation Orders. An ecological assessment has confirmed that the site is not
of ecological value, although there is evidence to suggest that it is used by bats for foraging 3. A potential
negative impact on foraging bats and on-site trees is identified.
Mitigation / Enhancement: Any new development should incorporate improvements to the public realm, including
landscape planting and screening. An ecological appraisal is needed which includes an assessment of the impact
of the development on bat populations.

3

SO4: Crime and community safety

+

New retail development on the site would provide the opportunity to provide a new area of high quality public
realm, which would contribute to improving community safety; therefore, a positive impact is identified.

SO5: Education and training

0

A neutral impact is identified. The site will not increase access to education.

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current consumption in
Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is
assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency. However, the effects of new

Taken from Alliance Planning (Nov 2012) Planning Statement for Site 1, Land to North of High Street, Daventry Town Centre
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SA Table 3B(15): North of High Street (Site 1) – EC2
development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of the development, instead
it will be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors
SO7: Health and well being

-

It is understood that a health centre is currently located on the site4, and the redevelopment proposals do not
include this; therefore a minor negative impact is identified as this will lead to people living near this site having
to travel further to access healthcare.
Mitigation / Enhancement: new development proposal should incorporate footpaths and walkways, where
possible so people can access other healthcare facilities sustainably.

SO8: Labour market and economy

++

The site is highly permeable and accessible from Millennium Way, North Street, High Street and Chapel Lane.
Vehicular access to the site is from Millennium Way, and the site lies within walking distance of the bus station.
Retail development on the site would provide employment opportunities in a highly accessible location; therefore,
a significant positive impact is identified.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

+

The site currently comprises retail premises, the Daventry Library, a health care centre and surface level car
parking, comprised of hardstanding and some amenity planting. The library building is not listed and a heritage
assessment has concluded that its architecture is not of significant value5. New retail development on the site
would provide the opportunity for a new area of high quality public realm; therefore, a positive townscape impact
is identified.

SO10: Material assets

0

The site is not specifically allocated for housing so the score against this objective is neutral. Residential
development will be specifically supported but only where this is above ground floor and has alternative access.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

+

The site is located in the centre of Daventry, with good access to existing services and social opportunities. New
retail development would enhance existing provision; therefore, a positive impact is identified. The site provides
the only opportunity for further retail led development of any significance in the town centre.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

+

The site is identified as a brownfield site; therefore, a positive impact is identified in relation to redevelopment on
this site.

SO13: Waste

0

A neutral impact is identified in relation to waste. Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the
development and the incorporation of sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of
the development.

4

Taken from Alliance Planning (Nov 2012) Planning Statement for Site 1, Land to North of High Street, Daventry Town Centre

5

Taken from Alliance Planning (Nov 2012) Planning Statement for Site 1, Land to North of High Street, Daventry Town Centre
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SA Table 3B(15): North of High Street (Site 1) – EC2
SO14: Water

0

The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps.
ground or surface water sensitivities are present on site.

No other

It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no effect is
recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and network
to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be determined at this stage
on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
A neutral impact on water is identified.

SA Table 3B(16): Land to the North and West of Daventry town centre (Site 3 and 5) – EC3
SA objective

Sust
effects

SO1: Air quality and noise

-

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of
potential impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
A new waterspace with a range of uses has the potential to create a focus for informal recreational uses at the
edge of the town centre and add a tourist attraction to Daventry6. However, when sites 3 and 5 are taken
together it is recognised that this may increase traffic in the town centre. However, proposals must be
accompanied by a transport strategy that will include how walking and cycling links will be incorporated into the
development, how the development will contribute towards modal shift and also set out how any increased
demand for car parking will be accommodated whilst mitigating the impacts resulting from any potential loss of
car parking. New development is likely to include late-night uses (which may create additional noise sources)
which could have a minor negative effect on people’s amenity.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A noise assessment should be carried out that addresses the cumulative effects of all new development in the
town centre which could affect noise.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

+

6

Taken from Daventry Town Centre Vision 2021 (2004)

7

Taken from Daventry Town Centre Vision 2021 (2004)

Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows that the site has historical interest in that it incorporates a
canal ‘cut’ which was first authorised by Parliament in 17937. The development proposals would enhance this
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SA Table 3B(16): Land to the North and West of Daventry town centre (Site 3 and 5) – EC3
heritage feature and would also allow for a linkage to the Grand Union Canal to be provided; therefore, a positive
impact is identified.
SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

++

The creation of a linkage to the Grand Union Canal would extend an existing green corridor; therefore a
significant positive impact is identified.

SO4: Crime and community safety

+

The redevelopment of this site would improve the public realm and assist in the re-generation of Daventry by
creating a new tourist attraction; therefore, a positive impact is identified.

SO5: Education and training

0

A neutral impact is identified. The site will not change access to education.

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current consumption in
Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is
assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency. However, the effects of new
development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of the development, instead
it will be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.

SO7: Health and well being

+

The redevelopment of the site to include a range of uses, including leisure and waterspace, is likely to lead to
improvements in health as new footpaths and other recreational opportunities will be created. In addition, the
site is located in close proximity to Daventry Country Park, and its redevelopment will enhance existing linkages
to this location; therefore, a positive impact is identified.

SO8: Labour market and economy

++

The redevelopment of the site for a range of uses would provide employment opportunities, while the creation of
a new tourist attraction would enhance the town of Daventry and may, in turn, promote further investment;
therefore, a significant positive impact is identified.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

+

A positive impact is identified, as the redevelopment of this site would enhance its existing distinctiveness and
enable existing heritage features to be conserved and enhanced. Therefore, a positive townscape impact is
identified

SO10: Material assets

0

The site is not allocated for housing so the score against this objective is neutral

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

+

The redevelopment proposal include new leisure and recreational land uses; therefore, this will enhance existing
service provision in this respect and a positive impact is identified.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

+

Part of the site is the former Waterloo and former Gas Works. Therefore, this represents brownfield development
and will be positive. The site will need to be remediated in line with relevant policy and guidance.
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SA Table 3B(16): Land to the North and West of Daventry town centre (Site 3 and 5) – EC3
SO13: Waste

0

A neutral impact is identified in relation to waste. Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the
development and the incorporation of sustainable waste management measures, rather than by the location of
the development.

SO14: Water

0

There are pockets of the site, in particular at the Eastern edge of the site that have a high risk of flooding from
surface water. However, proposals must also demonstrate how they will mitigate against surface water flooding.
No other ground or surface water sensitivities are present on site.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no effect is
recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and network
to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be determined at this stage
on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
A neutral impact on water is identified.

SA Table 3B(17): Strategic Employment Areas – EC48

8

SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability,
duration, frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO5: Education and training

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO7: Health and well being

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

Please note that this is not a site level assessment of individual Strategic Employment Areas as there are not concrete proposals / allocation being made under this policy. This assessment is a strategic assessment of the

effectiveness of the policy.
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SA Table 3B(17): Strategic Employment Areas – EC48
SO8: Labour market and economy

++

The policy will be significantly positive in protecting and enhancing the role of the Strategic Employment Areas
which make an important contribution to Daventry’s economy.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO10: Material assets

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO14: Water

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SA Table 3B(18): Land off Newnham Drive, Heartlands Strategic Employment Area – EC5
SA objective

Sust
effects

SO1: Air quality and noise

+/-

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of
potential impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in secondary
effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network. This site is not within close proximity of an
AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable transport,
as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants, development of
the site for could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of traffic on the local road network.
In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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SA Table 3B(18): Land off Newnham Drive, Heartlands Strategic Employment Area – EC5
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples
includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
Constraints from air quality and noise could be mitigated through design and layout of the development.
SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows that the dismantled London and North Western Railway
(Daventry to Marton) (Sites and Monuments Register No: 5657/1) lies to the north of the site. The policy does
not recognise this or provide specific protection for this feature. However, other policies within the development
plan will provide protection for this feature and the effect of the policy should be neutral.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

Aerial photographs show the site to comprise grassland pasture, hedgerows and open fields. Habitats on any site
have the potential to host protected rare or notable species. However, the site itself is not designated for its
wildlife value. Therefore, the effect is expected to be neutral.

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
employment site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to
improve safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.

SO5: Education and training

0

Allocating land for employment could potentially increase opportunities for training and
apprenticeships. However, this is outside the scope of the planning regime so this has been scored as neutral.

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current consumption in
Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is
assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency. However, the effects of new
development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of the development, instead
it will be determined though the detailed proposals for each site. In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is
identified for energy and climatic factors.

SO7: Health and well being

0

The site will have a neutral impact.

SO8: Labour market and economy

++

The site will have a major positive effect on access to employment as it lies within the Heartlands employment
area and provides an opportunity for further economic development in an existing and accessible employment
area.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

0

The site will have a neutral effect in that it lies within an already built up area of Daventry in the Heartlands
employment area.

54

SA report Part 3B

SA Table 3B(18): Land off Newnham Drive, Heartlands Strategic Employment Area – EC5
SO10: Material assets

0

The site is not allocated for housing so will have a neutral effect.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

Allocating land for employment could increase job opportunities for the local population. However, this is outside
the scope of the planning regime therefore it has been scored as neutral.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The site is currently undeveloped. The site does not appear to be highly graded in terms of Agricultural Land
Classification according to Natural England ALC mapping and the site is not designated as a Mineral Safeguarding
Area for Sand and Gravel. Therefore a neutral impact has been recorded.

SO13: Waste

0

Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of sustainable
waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore development here will
have a negligible effect on this objective. The site is greenfield and therefore presents little opportunity for in
situ re-use of materials in construction. In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.

SO14: Water

0

The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. No other
ground or surface water sensitivities are present on site.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no effect is
recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and network
to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be determined at this stage
on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
A neutral impact on water is identified.

SA Table 3B(19): The Knoll, Marches Strategic Employment Area – EC6
SA objective

Sust
effects

SO1: Air quality and noise

+/-

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of
potential impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in secondary
effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network. This site is not within close proximity of an
AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air quality.
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SA Table 3B(19): The Knoll, Marches Strategic Employment Area – EC6
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable transport,
as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants, development of
the site for could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of traffic on the local road network.
In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples
includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
Constraints from air quality and noise could be mitigated through design and layout of the development.
SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows that the site potentially affects a small area of historic ridge
and furrow (SMR No: 5938/0/3). However, other policies within the development plan will provide protection for
this feature and the effect of the policy should be neutral.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

?

Aerial photographs show the site to comprise mainly woodland. The site itself is not currently designated for its
wildlife value although Northamptonshire GIS website lists a Potential Wildlife Site (site 44) as present on the
site. Due to this, the policy could have an uncertain effect on the SA objective.
Potential mitigation/enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of the
habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to reduce the effects on
habitats and species and to prevent effects particularly on protected species may be required.

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
employment site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to
improve safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.

SO5: Education and training

0

Allocating land for employment could potentially increase opportunities for training and
apprenticeships. However, this is outside the scope of the planning regime so this has been scored as neutral.

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current consumption in
Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is
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SA Table 3B(19): The Knoll, Marches Strategic Employment Area – EC6
assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency. However, the effects of new
development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of the development, instead
it will be determined though the detailed proposals for each site. In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is
identified for energy and climatic factors.
SO7: Health and well being

0

The site will have a neutral impact.

SO8: Labour market and economy

++

The site will have a major positive effect on access to employment as it lies within the Marches employment area
and provides an opportunity for further economic development in an existing and accessible employment area.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

0

The site will have a neutral effect in that it lies within an already built up area of Daventry in the Heartlands
employment area.

SO10: Material assets

0

The site is not allocated for housing so will have a neutral effect.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

Allocating land for employment could increase job opportunities for the local population. However, this is outside
the scope of the planning regime therefore it has been scored as neutral.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The site is currently undeveloped. The site does not appear to be highly graded in terms of Agricultural Land
Classification according to Natural England ALC mapping and the site is not designated as a Mineral Safeguarding
Area for Sand and Gravel. Therefore a neutral impact has been recorded.

SO13: Waste

0

Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of sustainable
waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore development here will
have a negligible effect on this objective. The site is greenfield and therefore presents little opportunity for in
situ re-use of materials in construction. In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.

SO14: Water

0

The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. No other
ground or surface water sensitivities are present on site.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no effect is
recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and network
to accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be determined at this stage
on the basis of the location of individual development sites.
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SA Table 3B(20): Land North West of Nasmyth Road, Daventry – EC7
SA objective

SO1: Air quality and noise

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential impacts,
probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects

Evidence

+/-

Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in secondary
effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network. This site is not within close proximity of an
AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable transport, as
it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new development at any site. Overall,
although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of air pollutants, development of the site for could result
in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of traffic on the local road network. The site is in very close
proximity to a residential area only separated by an historic railway cutting therefore any uses on the site, as well as
the design and layout will need to carefully consider neighbouring residents and ensure any development does not
adversely impact on their amenity, particularly in terms of noise, for example by orientating buildings to act as an
acoustic barrier. In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is identified for air
quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The Transport
Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples includes
improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
Constraints from air quality and noise could be mitigated through design and layout of the development.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

-

Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows that the there are no known Historic Assets located on site. The
dismantled London and North Western Railway (Daventry to Marton) route is located close (approximately 100m) to
the northern site boundary. Development could therefore have a minor negative effect on the historic environment
assets, although further investigation would be needed at the planning application stage.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

Aerial photographs show the site to comprise grassland pasture, hedgerows and open fields. Habitats on any site
have the potential to host protected rare or notable species. However, the site itself is not designated for its wildlife
value. Therefore the effect is expected to be neutral.
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SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
employment site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to
improve safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.

SO5: Education and training

0

Allocating land for employment could potentially increase opportunities for training and apprenticeships. However,
this is outside the scope of the planning regime so this has been scored as neutral.

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current consumption in
Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is
assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency. However, the effects of new
development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of the development, instead it
will be determined though the detailed proposals for each site. In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified
for energy and climatic factors.

SO7: Health and well being

0

The site will have a neutral impact.

SO8: Labour market and economy

++

This site is shown for consideration as employment and therefore will provide employment opportunities. The site is
located to the north of the A45. The Drayton Fields Industrial Estate is located adjacent to the site. A bus route
serves the A45 into Daventry town centre and there is a shared pedestrian cycleway located to the east of the site
adjacent to the Drayton Fields Industrial Estate. There is a public footpath located along the southern boundary of
the site.
It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes
would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active
lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, an overall major positive impact is identified for labour market and economy.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

-

The site is greenfield and falls within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character Area, an area of
fragmented parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography, medieval and later fields and
nucleated villages. The area to the north and west is not characterised by urban development and the site is
previously undeveloped, therefore development may have a detrimental effect on the landscape at this location. The
Drayton Fields Industrial Estate is located adjacent to the east of the site. The site is on high ground and visually
prominent from land to the north-west (including from Braunston village) and the public right of way network and
therefore it is important the development of this site mitigates its impact on the landscape. In conclusion, a minor
negative impact is identified for landscape and townscape.
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Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Development of the site could be designed sensitively with respect to the landscape character and views to/from
local landmarks.
SO10: Material assets

0

The site is not allocated for housing so will have a neutral effect.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

Allocating land for employment could increase job opportunities for the local population. However, this is outside the
scope of the planning regime therefore it has been scored as neutral.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

-

The site is currently undeveloped. Drayton Fields Farm historic landfill is shown within the eastern corner of the site
therefore there is potential for historical land contamination.
This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC mapping
therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality.
The site is designated as a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel. Under Policy 32 of the Northamptonshire
Minerals and Waste Local Plan Mineral Safeguarding Areas will have to demonstrate that the sterilisation of proven
mineral resources of economic importance will not occur as a result of the development, and that the development
would not pose a serious hindrance to future extraction in the vicinity.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies are required to investigate the economic importance of the mineral reserves that will be affected by
the development and whether these can be exploited before development goes ahead. Further studies should be
undertaken to ascertain the risk of contamination. Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land is likely to be
difficult.

SO13: Waste

0

Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of sustainable
waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore development here will have
a negligible effect on this objective. In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.

SO14: Water

0

The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. No other ground or
surface water sensitivities are present on site.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no effect is
recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and network to
accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on the
basis of the location of individual development sites.
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The site would involve development of greenfield land therefore could result increase in peak runoff rates which
could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology downstream. However it is anticipated that this would be managed
through an appropriate drainage design.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.

SA Table 3B(21): Regeneration and renewal – EC8 (please note that this table assesses the sensitivities of the Focus DIY site and the table below
addresses the South East Gateway)
SA objective

Sust
effects

SO1: Air quality and noise

+/-

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential
impacts, probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in secondary
effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network. This site is not within close proximity of an
AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air quality.
It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable transport,
as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of noise and air pollutants, development of
the site for could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of traffic on the local road network.
In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples
includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
Constraints from air quality and noise could be mitigated through design and layout of the development.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows that the there are no known Historic Assets located on site.
Therefore, the effect is expected to be neutral.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

The site is a brownfield site and is not affected by any ecological designations. Therefore, the effect is expected to
be neutral.
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SA Table 3B(21): Regeneration and renewal – EC8 (please note that this table assesses the sensitivities of the Focus DIY site and the table below
addresses the South East Gateway)
SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
employment site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to
improve safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.

SO5: Education and training

0

Allocating land for employment could potentially increase opportunities for training and apprenticeships. However,
this is outside the scope of the planning regime so this has been scored as neutral.

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current consumption in
Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is
assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency. However, the effects of new
development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of the development, instead it
will be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for energy and climatic factors.

SO7: Health and well being

0

The site will have a neutral impact.

SO8: Labour market and economy

++

The site will have a major positive effect on access to employment as it lies within the Drayton Fields employment
area and provides an opportunity for further economic development in an existing and accessible employment
area. There are no specific proposals at the moment so this has been scored as minor positive.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

0

The site will have a neutral effect in that it lies within an already built up area of Daventry in the Drayton Fields
employment area.

SO10: Material assets

0

The site is not allocated for housing so will have a neutral effect.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

Allocating land for employment could increase job opportunities for the local population. However, this is outside
the scope of the planning regime as it is scored under SA objective 5, therefore it has been scored as neutral.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

-

The site is a brownfield site but is designated as a Mineral Safeguarding Area for Sand and Gravel. Under Policy
32 of the Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan Mineral Safeguarding Areas will have to demonstrate
that the sterilisation of proven mineral resources of economic importance will not occur as a result of the
development, and that the development would not pose a serious hindrance to future extraction in the vicinity.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
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SA Table 3B(21): Regeneration and renewal – EC8 (please note that this table assesses the sensitivities of the Focus DIY site and the table below
addresses the South East Gateway)
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Further studies are required to investigate the economic importance of the mineral reserves that will be affected
by the development and whether these can be exploited before development goes ahead. Further studies should
be undertaken to ascertain the risk of contamination. Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land is likely to be
difficult.
SO13: Waste

0

Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of sustainable
waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore development here will
have a negligible effect on this objective. In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.

SO14: Water

0

The site is not located within an area shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding according to EA maps. No other ground
or surface water sensitivities are present on site.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no effect is
recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and network to
accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on
the basis of the location of individual development sites. In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for
water.

SA Table 3B(22): South East Gateway – EC9
SA objective

Commentary and comparison of options (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential impacts,
probability, duration, frequency and reversibility)
Sust
effects

SO1: Air quality and noise

+/-

Evidence
Development at the site could result in traffic impacts on the local road network. These may result in secondary
effects on air quality and noise at certain points on the road network. This site is not within close proximity of an
AQMA; therefore a negligible effect is likely in relation to air quality.
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It is assumed that all of the options, including this site, will have a minor positive effect on sustainable transport,
as it is assumed that sustainable transport links would be provided as part of the new development at any site.
Overall, although the site is likely to benefit from low ambient levels of air pollutants, development of the site for
could result in secondary air quality and noise effects as a result of traffic on the local road network. The site is in
very close proximity to a residential area only separated by an historic railway cutting therefore any uses on the
site, as well as the design and layout will need to carefully consider neighbouring residents and ensure any
development does not adversely impact on their amenity, particularly in terms of noise, for example by orientating
buildings to act as an acoustic barrier.
In conclusion, an overall mixed (minor positive and minor negative) impact is identified for air quality and noise.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
A Transport Assessment will be required to ensure connectivity to the town centre and wider services. The
Transport Assessment will include mitigation and these should be incorporated into the development. Examples
includes improved bus services, improved footways and improved pedestrian and cycling facilities.
Constraints from air quality and noise could be mitigated through design and layout of the development.
SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

-

This site lies in the vicinity of Borough Hill Scheduled Monument. In addition the ‘Burnt Walls’ earthworks, another
Scheduled Monument is located adjacent to the site. The Scheduled Monument listing describes Borough Hill as
two iron age hill forts, a defended enclosure, two bronze age barrows and a Roman building complex and barrow
cemetery. The Burnt Walls Scheduled Monument is listed as an undated fortified enclosure.
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows numerous historic Environment Assets located within or
adjacent to the site boundary including; a Later Saxon Charter Boundary intersecting the centre of the site from
north to south, the dismantled London and North Western Railway (Weedon to Daventry) route, intersecting the
site from west to east, a 19th Century trackway, old Stratford to Dunchruch Turnpike, Burnt Walls, a potential
medieval military site, Hollow Way South East of Borough Hill, Borough Hill camp, Daventry Brickwork Field, John
of Guant’s Castle Manor House and a Medieval Deer park. There are no Listed Buildings on the site.
Development at the site could impact on archaeological and cultural heritage features associated with Borough hill
and Burnt Walls on site and nearby recorded heritage assets, although the majority of the site area has no
recorded features and mitigation is included within the policy. In conclusion, a minor negative impact is identified
for archaeology and cultural heritage.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
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Any potential impacts on the setting of cultural heritage features should be identified through more detailed
assessment and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate.
SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

-

Aerial photographs show the undeveloped areas of the site to comprise a mix of habitats on site including
woodland, individual trees, grassland pasture and arable land. Field boundaries appear to comprise intact
hedgerows and are dotted with mature trees, both of which would offer some wildlife value.
Northamptonshire County Council mapping shows four Potential Wildlife Sites on or near the site (Borough Hill
Spring Fields, Burnt Walls Farm Fields, and two other sites associated with the Burnt Walls Scheduled monument
close to the A45). The Borough Hills Plantation Local Wildlife site is shown adjacent to the northern boundary of
the site.
Overall, development of the site would result in loss of habitats which may be difficult to offset or mitigate for
entirely in accordance with the requirements of the NPPF.
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for biodiversity, flora and fauna.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
If development of the site is pursued an ecological appraisal would be required to ascertain the value of the
habitats at the site and the likelihood that it might support protected species. Mitigation to offset loss of
biodiversity and to prevent effects on protected species may be required.
It is assumed that all of the assessed sites (including this site) would incorporate an element of green
infrastructure provision, which may help to create new areas of BAP habitats and contribute to habitat
connectivity.
Linear habitats and trees could be retained or replaced where necessary and incorporated into a landscape design
which brings net benefits for biodiversity at the site.

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The effects of new development on safety, crime and fear of crime will depend on design proposals for the
employment site options and factors such as the inclusion of open spaces that are overlooked by buildings to
improve safety and security and sufficient lighting. However, these issues will not be influenced by the location of
development and will instead be determined though the detailed proposals for each site.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for crime and community safety.

SO5: Education and training

0

Allocating land for employment could potentially increase opportunities for training and apprenticeships. However,
this is outside the scope of the planning regime so this has been scored as neutral.
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SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

While all new development is likely to involve an increase in energy consumption over current consumption in
Daventry, new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy generation and it is
assumed that new development will be built to high standards of energy efficiency. However, the effects of new
development on efficient energy consumption will not be determined by the location of the development, instead it
will be determined though the detailed proposals for each site. In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is
identified for energy and climatic factors.

SO7: Health and well being

0

The site will have a neutral impact.

SO8: Labour market and economy

+

The site is located on the urban fringe of Daventry, however it is served by major transport routes and several bus
routes.
It is assumed that sustainable transport options and new green infrastructure including walking and cycle routes
would be provided within the sites, which should have a positive effect in relation to encouraging more active
lifestyles and may improve access to employment opportunities for nearby rural communities.
In conclusion, overall a minor positive effect is identified for labour market and economy.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

-

The majority of the site is located within the Nene Valley: Dodford to Olney Historic Landscape Character Area,
characterised by the river valley, surrounding mostly modern fields and by nucleated villages, with the south
western area located within the Everdon-Badby Upper Valley Historic Landscape Character Area, an area of
fragmented parliamentary enclosure characterised by undulating natural topography, medieval and later fields and
nucleated villages.
There are two scheduled monuments in the vicinity of the site, Borough Hill Scheduled Monument and Burnt Walls
Scheduled Monument, The south of the site is currently part developed comprising a car recycling centre, and
garden centre and so redevelopment within this part of the site may not have a detrimental effect on the
landscape. The site is located within the Northamptonshire Uplands National Character Area.In addition,
development of this site could contribute to settlement coalescence as the site would extend towards the village of
Dodford to the east. In conclusion, overall a minor negative effect is identified for landscape and townscape.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
The effects on landscape could be in part mitigated by sensitive architecture and landscaping, and by low density
development.

SO10: Material assets

0

The site is not allocated for housing so will have a neutral effect.
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SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

Allocating land for employment could increase job opportunities for the local population. However, this is outside
the scope of the planning regime therefore it has been scored as neutral.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

-

The site is on the urban fridge on Daventry, with existing industrial development shown in the western area of the
site. There are no records of landfill at the site, therefore risks from contamination are likely to be low.
This site is on Grade 3 (good to moderate quality) agricultural land according to Natural England ALC mapping
therefore development would have a minor negative effect on preserving soil quality. The site is primarily
greenfield (aside from industrial units to the west).
In conclusion, an overall minor negative impact is identified for soil, geology and land use.
Potential mitigation / enhancement:
Mitigation of the effects on agricultural land is likely to be difficult.

SO13: Waste

0

Potential effects will be influenced by the design and use of the development and the incorporation of sustainable
waste management measures, rather than by the location of the development; therefore development here will
have a negligible effect on this objective. The site is greenfield and therefore presents little opportunity for in situ
re-use of materials in construction. In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for waste.

SO14: Water

0

The site and its immediate surrounds and downstream watercourses are not shown to be at risk of fluvial flooding
according to EA maps.
EA surface water maps show many of the existing field boundaries and areas around the watercourse within the
northern part of the site to be at medium to high probability of flooding. The large majority of the south of the site
is shown to be at very low probability of flooding, with a small area to the north west corner shown to be at high
probability of surface water flooding.
The site is not located within or near a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ). Assuming incorporation of an
appropriate drainage design impacts to groundwater would be unlikely should the site be developed.
It is assumed that all new developments will be built to high standards of water efficiency, as such, no effect is
recorded in relation to safeguarding water resources.
Effects on sewerage infrastructure will depend on the capacity of existing sewage treatment works and network to
accommodate additional demand from new development, something that cannot be determined at this stage on
the basis of the location of individual development sites. The site would involve development of greenfield land
and a corresponding increase in peak runoff rates which could have an impact on flood risk and hydrology
downstream. However it is anticipated that this would be managed through an appropriate drainage design.
In conclusion, an overall neutral impact is identified for water.
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SA Table 3B(23): Sustainable transport infrastructure – ST1
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability, duration,
frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

+

Policy D5 of the WNJCS supports improvements to the transport network in Daventry town which includes the
completion of the cycling network to connect residential areas, the town centre, employment areas and Long Buckby
railway station. As recognised in the Local Plan, this plan offers the opportunity to further promote walking and
cycling as a form of active travel, reduce the number of car journeys and link settlements, employment sites and
transport hubs. As stated in the SA of the WNJCS, public transport currently plays a very minor role in movement
within Daventry town and car use is dominant. This situation needs to be addressed in line with policy aspirations for
sustainability and to prevent growth reinforcing unsustainable patterns of behaviour. Working in conjunction with the
WNJCS and the Local Transport Plan, the overall effect of this policy on congestion, air quality and noise should be
positive if it is successful in reducing out commuting and facilitating modal shift. However, without more detailed
traffic modelling of the proposed changes it is not possible to predict how significant this effect will be.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

+

The policy states that in assessing proposals regard will be had to the impact on the character of the settlement and
its surroundings. This will be positive for heritage and townscape.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

+

If the policy is successful in promoting modal shift it could have a slight positive effect on this SA objective.

SO4: Crime and community safety

+

Measures to improve walking and cycling facilities and links in particular could be positive for safety. The policy will
have no effect on crime or fear of crime

SO5: Education and training

+

Development of a public transport and walking and cycling network could make educational facilities more accessible
for people who do not have access to a car. This could have a slight positive effect on the SA objective.

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

+

If the plan is successful in improving availability of sustainable modes of transport (including electric vehicles) the
impact on carbon emissions will be positive.

SO7: Health and well being

+

The policy aims to improve walking and cycling networks and if successful this should help to improve people’s
health.

SO8: Labour market and economy

+

The policy may help to ensure access to employment by public transport, walking and cycling through the
improvements suggested.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

+

If the policy is successful in promoting modal shift it could have a slight positive effect. In addition, the policy states
that in assessing proposals regard will be had to the impact on the character of the settlement and its surroundings.
This will be positive for heritage and townscape.

SO10: Material assets

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective
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SO11: Population and social
deprivation

+

Connections between places are vital. They allow people to access healthcare, education, retail and leisure facilities.
A particular problem in many areas of Northamptonshire is access to services and facilities for the young, old and
economically disadvantaged. The measures (in conjunction with the WNJCS and the Local Transport Plan) should
help to improve connectivity and access to services.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO14: Water

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SA Table 3B(24): Lorry parking – ST2
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability, duration,
frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

+

The provision of lorry parks does have the potential to cause or exacerbate localised noise and air quality issues.
However, the policy seeks to minimise this by ensuring that developments are located on the strategic road network
and should not be accessed through a residential area. The policy also states that the parks should not affect
residential amenity.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO4: Crime and community safety

+

The policy states that lorry parks should provide a safe and secure environment. This will be positive for crime and
safety.

SO5: Education and training

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO7: Health and well being

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO8: Labour market and economy

+

The provision of lorry parks will ensure that businesses can operate in a safe and legal manner. This is positive for
the road haulage sector of the economy.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

+

The policy puts in place safeguards aimed at protecting landscape and townscape such as screening and ensuring
that lorry parks are not accessed through a residential area. This should be positive.
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SA Table 3B(24): Lorry parking – ST2
SO10: Material assets

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO14: Water

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SA Table 3B(25): Built and natural environment policies (landscape and biodiversity) – policies ENV1, ENV2, ENV3, ENV4
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability, duration,
frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

+

The majority of the policies will not affect the SA objective. ENV4 refers to restoring and enhancing a green
infrastructure network which could encourage the use of more sustainable modes of transport which could have
secondary effects on noise and air pollution. As stated in the SA of the WNJCS, public transport currently plays a
very minor role in movement within Daventry town and car use is dominant. This situation needs to be addressed in
line with policy aspirations for sustainability and to prevent growth reinforcing unsustainable patterns of behaviour.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

+

These policies aim to ensure that development will respect the historic character of an area and should help to
protect and enhance historic buildings and areas of environmental importance. Daventry’s central area and
surrounding Special Landscape Areas are valued for their heritage therefore this will be positive for cultural heritage.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

+

The policies should help to protect and enhance areas of environmental importance. ENV3 states that the biodiversity
value of Green Wedge’s should be preserved or enhanced. In addition, ENV4 states that proposals contributing to
habitat restoration, creation and connectivity of the Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area will be supported, and it
seeks to ensure that new development is supported by the creation and enhancement of green infrastructure
networks.

SO4: Crime and community safety

+

Measures to improve walking and cycling facilities and links in particular could be positive for safety. The policy will
have no effect on crime or community safety.

SO5: Education and training

0

These policies will not affect the SA objective.
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SA Table 3B(25): Built and natural environment policies (landscape and biodiversity) – policies ENV1, ENV2, ENV3, ENV4
SO6: Energy and climatic factors

+

The majority of the policies will not affect the SA objective. ENV4 promotes the restoration and enhancement of
green infrastructure assets which could encourage the use of more sustainable modes of transport and have a
positive effect on greenhouse gas emissions.

SO7: Health and well being

+

The majority of the policies will not affect the SA objective. ENV4 promotes the restoration and enhancement of
green infrastructure assets which should ensure that services and facilities can be easily accessed by walking, cycling
of public transport. These measures are likely to protect and enhance green space and have secondary effects on
people’s health.

SO8: Labour market and economy

+

The majority of the policies will not affect the SA objective. ENV4 promotes the restoration and enhancement of
green infrastructure assets which could encourage more sustainable access to employment.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

++

These policies will fully meet the SA objective as they seek to ensure that the natural and cultural environment of
Special Landscape Areas including the Nene corridor are enhanced and protected in recognition of their contribution
to the area’s landscape, townscapes, regeneration, recreation and historic environment. Policy ENV3 specifies that
the character and setting of the Green Wedge should be protected and that visual and spatial separation between
settlements should not occur, avoiding settlement coalescence. The Green Wedges help to protect the identity,
character and setting of settlements within the fringe areas of Daventry and Northampton. Development proposals
should be assessed in accordance with the Daventry District Landscape Character Assessment and the Council’s
Landscape Assessment Tool to ensure SA objectives are not negatively impacted upon.

SO10: Material assets

0

These policies will not affect the SA objective.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

These policies will not affect the SA objective.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

These policies will not affect the SA objective.

SO13: Waste

0

These policies will not affect the SA objective.

SO14: Water

+

The majority of the policies will not affect the SA objective. ENV4 states that proposals contributing to habitat
restoration, creation and connectivity of the Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area will be supported which could
lead to improvement in, the access to and enhancement of, riverside and water based recreation activities and
overall water quality.
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SA Table 3B(26): Built and natural environment policies (recreation) – policies ENV5 and ENV6
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability,
duration, frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

+

ENV5 mentions that footpath/cycleway connections to the Grand Union canal and open space should be incorporated
in the Daventry North East Sustainable Urban Extension. This policy encourages the use of more sustainable
methods of transport which will have secondary effects on noise and air pollution. As stated in the SA of the WNJCS,
public transport currently plays a very minor role in movement within Daventry town and car use is dominant. This
situation needs to be addressed in line with policy aspirations for sustainability and to prevent growth reinforcing
unsustainable patterns of behaviour.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

+

Development in close proximity to Daventry Country Park should protect or enhance the setting of the Daventry
Reservoir Conservation Area and the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area. This will have a beneficial impact upon
policy objectives.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

++

These policies will fully meet the SA objective as they specify that development should maintain and enhance
existing designations and should seek to achieve net biodiversity gain. In addition, development that has the
potential to harm sites of ecological importance must demonstrate why benefits of development outweigh nature
conservation value. Development proposals should comply with principles set out in the Biodiversity Supplementary
Planning Document.

SO4: Crime and community safety

+

Measures to improve walking and cycling facilities and links in particular could be positive for safety. The policy will
have no effect on crime or fear of crime

SO5: Education and training

0

These policies will not affect the SA objective.

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

+

ENV5 mentions that footpath/cycleway connections to the Grand Union canal and open space should be incorporated
in the Daventry North East Sustainable Urban Extension. This policy could encourage the use of more sustainable
method of transport and have a secondary positive effect on greenhouse gas emissions.

SO7: Health and well being

+

ENV5 mentions that footpath/cycleway connections to the Grand Union canal and open space should be incorporated
in the Daventry North East Sustainable Urban Extension. In addition policy measures such as conserving and
enhancing designated areas are likely to protect and enhance green space.

SO8: Labour market and economy

+

These policies will not affect the SA objective. ENV5 mentions that footpath/cycleway connections to the Grand
Union canal and open space should be incorporated in the Daventry North East Sustainable Urban Extension which
should ensure that access to employment is by more sustainable modes of transport / could encourage more
sustainable access to employment.
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SA Table 3B(26): Built and natural environment policies (recreation) – policies ENV5 and ENV6
SO9: Landscape and townscape

+

ENV6 helps to meet the SA objective as it ensures that provision to extend the Country Park is incorporated into
development proposals.

SO10: Material assets

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

+

Policy ENV6 mentions that proposals to enhance Daventry Country Park’s recreation and leisure facilities will be
supported. This policy will therefore be positive with regard to the SA objective.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

+/0

ENV5 supports the conservation and enhancement of Important Geological/Geomorphological Sites (RIGs) and will
therefore have a positive effect on conserving soil resources and will help contribute towards the SA objective. ENV6
supports the development of the North East Sustainable Urban Extension which is an area mainly comprising
greenfield land. This policy will not help meet brownfield land targets and will therefore score neutral in this regard.

SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective.

SO14: Water

+

These policies support the SA objective. ENV5 promotes the conservation and enhancement of designated sites in
Daventry, some of which are designated for their water environment attributes. ENV6 specifically addresses the
reservoir feeder and the Daventry Reservoir Conservation Area and Grand Union Conservation Area, promoting
maintenance and enhancement of existing features.

SA Table 3B(27): Built and natural environment policies (historic environment) – policies ENV7, ENV8, ENV9
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability, duration,
frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

++

These policies will fully meet the SA objective as they aim to conserve and enhance the setting of heritage assets.
Development should enhance the setting of the Daventry Reservoir Conservation Area and the Grand Union Canal
Conservation Area and create a transitional zone between the Country Park and the proposed route of transport
infrastructure associated with the Daventry North East Sustainable Urban Extension. Policy ENV9 will also help to
conserve and enhance the significance of the Borough Hill and Burnt Walls Scheduled Monuments and their setting.
This will have a beneficial impact upon policy objectives.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective
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SA Table 3B(27): Built and natural environment policies (historic environment) – policies ENV7, ENV8, ENV9
SO4: Crime and community safety

+

Measures to improve walking and cycling facilities and links in particular could be positive for safety. The policy will
have no effect on crime or fear of crime

SO5: Education and training

0

These policies will not affect the SA objective.

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

These policies will not affect the SA objective.

SO7: Health and well being

+

ENV6 safeguards the route of the proposed cycle path, walkway and Canal arm through the Daventry North East
Sustainable Urban Extension which could assist access to employment by more sustainable modes of transport. In
addition policy measures such as conserving and enhancing designated areas are likely to protect and enhance green
space.

SO8: Labour market and economy

+

These policies will not affect the SA objective. ENV6 safeguards the route of the proposed cycle path, walkway and
Canal arm through the Daventry North East Sustainable Urban Extension. Enhancement of green infrastructure
assets should ensure that access to employment is by more sustainable modes of transport. This will have a
beneficial impact upon policy objectives.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

++

These policies will fully meet the SA objective as they aim to conserve and enhance the setting of heritage assets
through ensuring that all new development protects and enhances the features which contribute to the character of
an area, such as Conservation Areas, historical landscapes and the skyline and setting of towns and villages. New
development should also be sympathetic to locally distinctive landscape features including safeguarding the route of
the proposed cycle path, walkway and Canal arm through the Daventry North East Sustainable Urban Extension.

SO10: Material assets

0

These policies will not affect the SA objective.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

+

The proposed Canal Arm, associated visitor facilities and links to Daventry Country Park will protect and enhance the
setting of the Daventry Reservoir Conservation Area and the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area, and protect the
amenity of prospective residents at Daventry North East. This will have a beneficial impact upon policy objectives.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

ENV7 supports the development of the North East Sustainable Urban Extension which is an area mainly comprising
greenfield land. This policy will not help meet brownfield land targets and will therefore score neutral in this regard.

SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective.

SO14: Water

+

These policies support the SA objective. ENV7 promotes safeguards the route of the proposed cycle path, walkway
and Canal arm through the Daventry North East Sustainable Urban Extension which would enhance the recreational
use. In addition the policy specifically addresses the Daventry Reservoir Conservation Area and Grand Union
Conservation Area, promoting maintenance and enhancement of existing features.
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SA Table 3B(28): Built and natural environment policies (energy and carbon) – ENV10
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability, duration,
frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

0

The policy will contribute towards the SA objectives by only supporting renewable energy generating schemes where
these do not have a significant adverse impact on the amenity of the area.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

The policy will ensure that renewable energy generating schemes do not have a significant adverse impact on the
natural and built environment, heritage assets and landscape (including effects on the open countryside and public
rights of way). This will have a neutral effect on the SA objective.

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

The policy will ensure that renewable energy generating schemes do not have a significant adverse impact on the
natural and built environment, heritage assets and landscape (including effects on the open countryside and public
rights of way). This will have a neutral effect on the SA objective.

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO5: Education and training

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

++

The policy will contribute towards the SA objectives, by supporting renewable energy generating schemes which
contribute to national renewable energy production targets in terms of addressing climate change. The policy is
particular positive through its encouragement of the use of local energy networks, such as combined heat and power
(CHP) systems.

SO7: Health and well being

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO8: Labour market and economy

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO9: Landscape and townscape

0

The policy will ensure that renewable energy generating schemes do not have a significant adverse impact on the
natural and built environment, heritage assets and landscape (including effects on the open countryside and public
rights of way). This will have a neutral effect on the SA objective.

SO10: Material assets

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy promotes renewable energy generating schemes, and these may have the potential for an adverse impact
on soil and geology. However, the impact on soil and geology should be managed through other aspects of the Local
Plan regime.
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SA Table 3B(28): Built and natural environment policies (energy and carbon) – ENV10
SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO14: Water

0

The policy promotes renewable energy generating schemes, and these may have the potential for an adverse impact
on water resources. However, the impact on soil and geology should be managed through other aspects of the Local
Plan regime.

SA Table 3B(29): Built and natural environment policies (design) – ENV11
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability, duration,
frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

+

The policy will be positive in that it will promote design which takes account of local building traditions and materials

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO5: Education and training

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO7: Health and well being

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO8: Labour market and economy

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO9: Landscape and townscape

++

The policy will have a significant positive effect on landscape and in particular townscape by promoting design which
reinforces local distinctiveness and provides landscaping and open space solutions and responds to the wider
landscape context

SO10: Material assets

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective
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SA Table 3B(29): Built and natural environment policies (design) – ENV11
SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO14: Water

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SA Table 3B(30): Built and natural environment policies (local flood risk) –12)
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability, duration,
frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO5: Education and training

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

+

The policy will be positive in that it sets out how development will be expected manage flood risk and improve
drainage. This will be positive in climate change scenarios which will involve wetter conditions at certain times of the
year and stormier conditions.

SO7: Health and well being

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO8: Labour market and economy

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO9: Landscape and townscape

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO10: Material assets

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective
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SA Table 3B(30): Built and natural environment policies (local flood risk) –12)
SO14: Water

+

The policy will be positive in that it sets out how development will be expected manage flood risk and protect and
where appropriate improve the quality of the water environment.

SA Table 3B(31): Community facilities – policies CF1, CF2 and CF3
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability, duration,
frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

+

As the plan recognises, poor air quality can have a detrimental effect on health and supporting active travel can
make a difference. Policy CF1 encourages co-location of services, the provision of sustainable links plus sets out that
the design of new sports and leisure facilities should be accessible by a range of active travel means and should
create traffic free or safe walking and cycling linkages. Policy CF3 aims to protect local services and these are the
services which are more accessible by active travel means. This will all have positive effects on congestion, road
traffic and therefore secondary effects on air and noise pollution.

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

The policies will not affect the SA objective

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

+

Policy CF1 requires that new sports and leisure facilities result in enhancement to the strategic and local green
infrastructure network and policy CF2 sets out the open space standards that will be expected in new development
(including natural and semi natural greenspace). This will be positive for open space and biodiversity.

SO4: Crime and community safety

+

The policies will contribute towards the SA objective by providing for new community facilities and open space (and
protecting existing facilities) which should help improve liveability of communities and potentially fear of crime.

SO5: Education and training

0

The policies will not affect the SA objective

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

+

Policy CF1 encourages co-location of services, the provision of sustainable links plus sets out that the design of new
sports and leisure facilities should be accessible by a range of active travel means and should create traffic free or
safe walking and cycling linkages. Policy CF3 aims to protect local services and these are the services which are
more accessible by active travel means. This should all have positive effects on congestion, road traffic and
therefore secondary effects on emissions.

SO7: Health and well being

+

The policies will contribute towards the SA objective, through requiring that new residential and commercial
development provides for new community facilities and open space, including the retention of existing sports facilities
or the building of new. The policies also specify the open space standards that will be expected in new development
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SA Table 3B(31): Community facilities – policies CF1, CF2 and CF3
and aim to protect local services and these are the services which are more accessible by active travel means. This
will all be positive for people’s health and well-being through providing sports and leisure facilities and open space.
SO8: Labour market and economy

+

Policy CF3 will be positive for the economy in that it aims to protect existing local services and businesses.

SO9: Landscape and townscape

+

The policies will contribute towards the SA objectives, by requiring that new residential and commercial development
make provision for public open space. In addition Policy CF1 requires that new sports and leisure facilities result in
enhancement to the strategic and local green infrastructure network.

SO10: Material assets

+

The policies will contribute towards the SA objectives, by requiring new residential and commercial development to
make provision for community facilities and public open space, including sports facilities.

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

+

The policy will contribute towards the SA objective, by requiring new residential and commercial development to
make provision for community facilities and open space, as well as retaining existing sports facilities and developing
new facilities. This should help improve provision of key services. In addition policy CF3 aims to protect local
services and this will help reduce social inequality.

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policies will not affect the SA objective

SO13: Waste

0

The policies will not affect the SA objective

SO14: Water

0

The policies will not affect the SA objective

SA Table 3B(31): Local Green Space – PA1
SA objective

Sust
effects

Commentary (including if appropriate nature and spatial extent of potential effects, probability, duration,
frequency and reversibility)

SO1: Air quality and noise

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO2: Archaeology and cultural
heritage

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO3: Biodiversity, flora and fauna

+

The policy will be positive for biodiversity by protecting Local Green Spaces. Local Green Spaces have been
proposed. Communities have set out evidence to show that the green space is in reasonable proximity to the
community that it serves; that the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular
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SA Table 3B(31): Local Green Space – PA1
local significance and that the area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land (criteria set
out in paragraph 77 of the National Planning Policy Framework).
SO4: Crime and community safety

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO5: Education and training

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO6: Energy and climatic factors

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO7: Health and well being

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO8: Labour market and economy

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO9: Landscape and townscape

+

The policy will be positive for landscape and townscape by protecting Local Green Spaces. Local Green Spaces have
been proposed. Communities have set out evidence to show that the green space is in reasonable proximity to the
community that it serves; that the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular
local significance and that the area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land (criteria set
out in paragraph 77 of the National Planning Policy Framework).

SO10: Material assets

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO11: Population and social
deprivation

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO12: Soil, geology and land use

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO13: Waste

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective

SO14: Water

0

The policy will not affect the SA objective
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