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1 LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 

1.1 Why has this document been produced? 

 
Daventry District Council is currently undertaking reviews of existing 

conservation areas within the District, and assessing the designation of 

new conservation areas where appropriate. The Everdon Conservation 

Area was designated in 1976 and reviewed in 2000 and subsequently 

2019. This document was produced as part of the 2019 review. This 

appraisal outlines the special interest of the Everdon Conservation Area 

and should be used to inform the planning process with a view to 

preserving and enhancing the character and appearance of the 

conservation area. Public consultation was undertaken to inform this 

document, which is set out in Section 1.3 below.  

1.2 What status does this document have? 

 

This document has been adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document. 

As such it is a material planning consideration in the determination of 

future planning applications. 

1.3 Public Consultation  

 
This final document has been informed by several rounds of public 
consultation.  

Initial discussions regarding the process, scopes and aims of the 

conservation area appraisal were undertaken with the Parish Council. 

During the drafting process an exhibition was held in the Village Hall on 
Monday 19th November 2018. This created the opportunity for local 
people to provide information and also be informed on the drafting 
process and ongoing schedule.  
The draft was released for wider public consultation on Monday 3rd June 
2019 for six weeks; during which time hard copies were made available for 
inspection at the major local libraries and the Daventry District Council 
offices. It was also accessible on the DDC website along with the draft 
boundary map and comments survey. A further drop-in session was held 
on Tuesday 9th July 2019 which gave residents a chance to comment on 
the draft document and discuss any issues which may have arisen.  
As part of the reporting process, the Statement of Consultation (October 

2019) has been published on the DDC website which notes the comments 

from respondents in full; the response to these made by DDC and any 

appropriate action taking place as a result of these comments. 

1.4 How is this document structured? 

 

The appraisal begins with an introduction to conservation areas and 

background policy and legislation at Section 2. Details of the 2019 review 

and the current conservation area boundary can be found in Section 3, 

followed by a Summary of Special Interest for the conservation area in 

Section 4. Section 5 provides information on the location of the 

conservation area and its wider landscape context, whilst Section 6 

contains a brief explanation of the historic development of the 

conservation area including historic mapping. A spatial analysis is set out in 
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Section 7, including examination of the contribution of important green 

spaces, areas of archaeological potential, views and an open landscape 

analysis.  

Following on from this, Section 8 provides details on local architectural 

styles, materials and building forms, including boundary treatments. 

Section 9 expands on this, setting out design guidelines within the 

conservation area. 

Section 10 sets out opportunities to enhance the character and 

appearance of the conservation area, based on the findings of the review. 

This includes proposals for Article 4 Directions and a list of adopted Local 

List entries for Everdon.  

A Management Plan is set out in Section 10. This plan takes forward the 

findings of the appraisal and sets out threats and corresponding 

recommendations to aid future management of the conservation area. 

Sources, further reading and information as well as copyright details can 

be found following the Management Plan.  

A list of all designated assets in the conservation area can be found at 

Appendix A.  

 

1.5 Who is this document intended for? 

 

This document is intended for anyone with an interest in development 

which may affect the character or appearance of the Everdon 

Conservation Area. This includes, but is not limited to, homeowners, 

developers, statutory undertakers, planning officers and inspectors.  
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2 tƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

2.1 What is a conservation area? 

 

A conservation area can be defined as an 

άΧŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ƻǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ 

character and appearance of which it is desirable to 

ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǊ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜέΦ 

Section 69 Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 
 

These areas contain features and characteristics which make them unique, 

locally distinctive, historic places. Conservation areas can take many and 

varied forms; those in Daventry District are largely centred on rural 

villages, but also include several historic parks, the Grand Union and 

Oxford Canals, Daventry Town Centre, and the Daventry Reservoir.  

 

2.2 Why do we designate conservation areas? 
 

/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ 5ŀǾŜƴǘǊȅ 

District Council has an obligation to assess and designate areas of special 

architectural or historic interest as conservation areas. In undertaking this 

duty, the Council must then pay special attention to the desirability of 

preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of designated 

conservation areas. The intention of conservation area designation is not 

to stop development, but rather to manage change in a way which 

preserves rather than erodes the qualities which make it special.  

The National Planning Policy Framework (2019, paragraph 185) also 

encourages Daventry District Council to provide a positive strategy for 

conservation, allowing for,   

¶ The desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of 

heritage assets, and putting them to viable uses consistent with 

their conservation; 

¶ The wider social, cultural and economic benefits which the 

conservation of the historic environment can bring.  

¶ The desirability of new development making a positive 

contribution to local character and distinctiveness; and 

¶ Opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the historic 

environment to the character of place.  

2.3 What does it mean to live and work in a conservation 

area? 

 

Whilst living or working in a conservation area means some extra planning 

considerations, these exist to care for the historic or architectural features 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ 

are most likely to affect owners who wish to undertake works to the 

outside of their building or trees on their property. 
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Demolition 

If you wish to demolish a building within a conservation area you will need 

planning permission.  

Trees 

If you wish to cut down, top or lop any tree over 75mm in diameter at 

1.5m above ground, you must inform Daventry District Council six weeks 

before work begins. This allows the authority to consider the contribution 

the tree makes to the character of the area and if necessary create a Tree 

Preservation Order to protect it.  

Other works 

Some works within conservation areas require planning permission: 

¶ Cladding the exterior of a house; 

¶ Any side extensions or rear extensions of more than one storey; 

¶ Alterations to roofs, including dormer windows; 

¶ The installation or satellite dishes and antennae; 

¶ Demolition or erection of walls, gates and fences over 1m in 

height adjacent to a public highway.  

hǘƘŜǊ ƳƛƴƻǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀǎ ΨǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

conservation areas, including the replacement of windows and doors.  

Where such changes would harm local character the District Council can 

introduce special controls, known as Article 4 Directions, that withdraw 

particular permitted development rights. The result is that planning 

permission is required for these changes. 

Daventry District Council is exploring the possible use of Article 4 

Directions as part of this conservation area appraisals project. See page 41 

for more information.  

If you are considering undertaking work to your property and are unsure 

about whether it requires permission, please contact the District Council 

at plancare@daventrydc.gov.uk. Please note that works may also require 

Listed Building Consent, if your property is listed.  

2.4 Further Information 

 

Further information regarding conservation areas can be found on our 

website at www.daventrydc.gov.uk/ConservationAreas. For advice relating 

to development within conservation areas, please contact the District 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ Ǿƛŀ  

Email: plancare@daventrydc.gov.uk or 

Telephone: 01327 871100.  

Information and advice for those living and working within conservation 

areas can also be found on the Historic England website at:  

www.historicengland.org.uk/advice/your-home/owning-historic-

property/conservation-area/. 

mailto:plancare@daventrydc.gov.uk
http://www.daventrydc.gov.uk/ConservationAreas
mailto:plancare@daventrydc.gov.uk
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/advice/your-home/owning-historic-property/conservation-area/
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/advice/your-home/owning-historic-property/conservation-area/
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As of the publication of this draft appraisal, a Village Design Statement 

(VDS) is also being produced for Everdon parish, by the Parish Council. If 

adopted, the VDS and Conservation Area Appraisal will both have the 

status of Supplementary Planning Documents. 
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3 нлмф wŜǾƛŜǿ 

3.1 Conservation Area Boundary (2000) and Area of Study 

(2019) 

 

The Everdon Conservation Area was first 

designated in 1976, and was reviewed in 

2000 and subsequently 2019. The extent of 

the conservation area boundary as reviewed 

in 2000 is shown at Figure.2. This also shows 

the area of study for the 2019 review.  

The current boundary as adopted in October 

2019, alongside other designated heritage 

assets in the village, is shown at Figure.3.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 Conservation Area Boundary in 2000 and area of study for 2019 review. 
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Figure 3 Current conservation area boundary and local landmarks, listed buildings and scheduled monuments. 



11 

 

4 {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ 
 

Special architectural or historic interest can manifest in a variety of forms. 

Current guidance from Historic England sets out types of special interest 

which have led to designation, including; 

¶ Areas with high numbers of designated heritage assets, and a 

variety of architectural styles and historic associations 

¶ Those linked to a particular industry or individual with a particular 

local interest 

¶ Where an earlier, historically significant, layout is visible in the 

modern street pattern 

¶ Where a particular style of architecture or traditional building 

materials predominate 

¶ Areas designated because of the quality of the public realm or a 

spatial element, such as a design form or settlement pattern, 

green spaces which are an essential component of a wider historic 

area, and historic parks and gardens and other designed 

landscapes, including those on the Historic England Register of 

parks and gardens of special historic interest. 

The special interest of the Everdon Conservation Area derives from the 

following key characteristics: 

¶ Everdon is an historic linear settlement; the street pattern has 

been laid out in its current form since at least the 17th century.  

¶ Prior to this, there is evidence for continuous settlement of the 

area since prehistoric times. The current village lies close to the 

remains of prehistoric settlement on Everdon Hill; to the east a 

late Saxon Charter boundary forms part of the extent of the 

conservation area; and evidence of medieval settlement has been 

suggested to the south of the village. 

¶ The secluded character of the village; as it is surrounded on all 

sides by rolling ironstone hills and valleys, and approached via 

small country lanes lined with high hedgerows, and a proliferation 

of mature trees.  

¶ A strong agricultural character and integration with the 

countryside, preserved in historic, rectilinear plot boundaries and 

continuing agricultural practice within the conservation area. 

¶ There is a strong vernacular style. The majority of properties are 

simple and agricultural in style, built in local ironstone with slate 

roofing.  

¶ A high number of nationally designated assets; 27 listed buildings 

ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŘŜ L {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜǊŘƻƴ 

Bridge, a Scheduled Monument.  

¶ The prevalence of significant ironstone walling as boundary 

treatments, with varied styles of stone and tile capping. 

¶ Diversity is created by properties of higher status, such as The 

Rectory, The Manor House, White House Farm and Ash Tree 

House.  

¶ Significant views from the conservation area over the surrounding 

countryside and equally views towards the village and in particular 

{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  
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5 [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘ 
 

The Everdon Conservation Area is situated in the village of Everdon, within 

the parish of Everdon, Weedon ward, Daventry District.  Everdon is a 

remote parish 4 miles south of Daventry and 12 miles west of 

Northampton, reachable via rural tracks from both the A45 and A5. The 

parish also contains the smaller settlements of Little Everdon, a hamlet 

situated directly to the north of Great Everdon; and Snorscomb, a 

collection of buildings which lies to the south east.  The Council is 

consulting, alongside this consultation, on a proposal to designate Little 

Everdon as a conservation area.  

The surrounding landscape is typified by rolling ironstone hills and 

valleys; Everdon and its surrounding landscape lie within the National 

/ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ !ǊŜŀ фр άbƻǊǘƘŀƳǇǘƻƴǎƘƛǊŜ ¦ǇƭŀƴŘǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǾŜƴǘǊȅ 

[ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ !ǊŜŀ άмоŀ ²ŜŜŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƻŘŦƻǊŘ IŀƭǎŜέΦ The area 

is also covered by the Daventry District Special Landscape Area 

designation. Villages and hamlets in the area are often located within the 

valley plains adjacent to water courses such as at Newnham and 

Charwelton, or on valley sides as at Everdon. As a result of this, many 

share a remote and tranquil character. Everdon has a strong relationship 

with the immediate and surrounding landscape, which helps define its 

rural character. The gradient of the land rises gradually from the river in 

the east to the west at Everdon Hill and to the north at Little Everdon. 

Woodland copses are a feature of rising ground, whilst lowland fields are 

characterised by a patchwork of hedgerows.  

 

 

 

In the valley floor, trees line the nearby River Nene tributary. Everdon lies 

on a mixture of clays, Marlstone rock and Northamptonshire Ironstone, 

reflected in the local vernacular.  

LƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ǾŜǊŘƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

significant earthworks and well preserved ridge and furrow.  

 

Figure 4 Map showing location of Everdon within Daventry District. Source: Google Maps. 
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6 IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
 

Archaeological evidence in the form of pit circles, ditched enclosures and 

linear features at Everdon Hill and north of High Street has been found 

through the National Mapping Programme in the 1990s and aerial survey, 

suggesting that areas surrounding Everdon have been settled since at least 

the Neolithic period (4000-2500 BC).1 

Great Everdon is situated on the edge of a late-Saxon charter boundary, 

described in the Badby Charter of AD944, including reference to a 

άƘŜŀǘƘŜƴ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜέ in the vicinity of Everdon Stubbs.2The name 

Everdon denotes an area used for boar hunting by the Saxon settlers.  

The current settlement at Great Everdon possibly developed along a 

route-way from important Saxon settlements at Fawsley and Weedon. The 

current Everdon Bridge (grade II, Scheduled Monument) is dated to the 

17th century, but probably has earlier origins.3 

The Domesday Book notes that Great Everdon was a very small settlement 

in the period AD1066-1086, noted as having land enough for 1 plough, 2 

villains and 2 bordars, equivalent to 4 households all under the tenancy of 

Bishop Odo of Bayeux.4  

                                                           
1
 Northamptonshire Historic Environment Record No. 9630/0/1 

2
 Northamptonshire Historic Environment Record No. 6422/0/1 

3
 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1003889 

4
http://opendomesday.org/place/SP5957/everdon 

After the Norman Conquest the manor of Everdon was passed to the 

Abbey of St Mary of Bernay in 1156-7 by Henry II; a priory was then 

installed at Everdon to administer the lands under the control of the 

abbey.5 The priory was situated in the east of the village adjacent to the 

ancient Manor House belonging to Eton College, to whom the lands of 

Everdon were granted by Henry VIII. This is most likely near to the current 

Manor House on Stubbs Road which dates from the late 17th century. 

The current church of St Mary (grade I) was first constructed in the 14th 

century, remodelled in the 19th century.  

Possible medieval settlement remains have also been discovered through 

ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ 

church. This includes large depressions thought to have possibly been 

fishponds, two hollow-ways to the south west, as well as at least three 

embanked closes extending south from the existing gardens of properties 

on Stubbs Road.6 Medieval ridge and furrow is still evident in the parkland 

surrounding Little Everdon and to the far north east of Great Everdon, on 

approaches from Weedon and Dodford and provides evidence of the 

medieval landscape.  

The village grew in the 17th and 18th centuries, from when the majority of 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŘŀǘŜ from. In 1764 Everdon was 

enclosed by an Inclosure Act. The 1777 Militia lists for the Northampton 

Regiment provide evidence of local business within Everdon at the time, 

which includes many yeoman farmers and labourers, as well as tradesmen 

                                                           
5
 https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/northants/vol2/p182 

6
 https://www.british-history.ac.uk/rchme/northants/vol3/pp80-82 
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such as a baker and a butcher, two millers, two blacksmiths; other skilled 

workers also lived in the village including a mason, glaziers, carpenters and 

a wheelwright.7 The influence of the boot and shoe industry is also 

ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άŎƻǊŘǿƛƴŘŜǊέ or cordwainer, 

somebody who makes shoes from new leather, as opposed to a cobbler. A 

fire destroyed 40 properties in the village in 1786.  

In the 19th century the village contained both a Congregational Chapel 

(1813) and a Methodist Chapel (date unknown), located on High Street. 

The Congregational Chapel remains and has been converted into the 

residential Chapel Court.  

In 1877 an elementary school was built in the arts and crafts style on The 

Green, which remains today as an outdoor centre. An earlier school with 

possible links to the Methodist Sunday School was located near the church 

on High Street.  

Many former public houses have been converted into residential use, 

including the Plume of Feathers on Stubbs Road (grade II).  

The current village remains a similar size to that of the early 19th century, 

with a population of approximately 350. 

 

 

 

                                                           
7
 http://www.everdon.com/militia.htm 
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 Figure 5 1st Edition Ordnance Survey mapping 1883 showing Everdon village. 




















































































