Daventry District
For Business, Living and Leisure

Open for business,
opportunities and
investments
Welcome to
Daventry District,
well connected for
business, living
and leisure
Our District is growing fast, offering
new markets and development
opportunities for investors of all
sizes in an affordable location to live
and work at the heart of the nation’s
transport network.
Daventry District Council has a clear
vision to Develop a Better District and
an innovative strategy for business
growth and jobs, for new quality
housing, education, retail, leisure
and community facilities.
Central to this strategy is our Town
Centre Vision – an ambitious
investment programme to regenerate
the heart of Daventry into a thriving
destination town.
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We are bringing this Vision to life
by working with our partners in
the private and public sectors to
deliver an improved leisure and
shopping experience, new homes,
new employment sites, schools and
infrastructure for a growing District.
Daventry District Council prides itself
on taking a forward-thinking approach
and we’re keen to work closely with
like-minded investors on a range of
opportunities aimed at unlocking our
District’s full potential as a desirable
location to live, work and prosper.
If you’re thinking of moving to,
investing or expanding in Daventry
District and would like to know more
about the opportunities available,
please get in touch and we’ll be
happy to talk about your plans.

Councillor Chris Millar
Leader
Daventry District Council

Well connected
for commerce
Daventry District is in the west of
Northamptonshire with excellent
transport links, proving itself to be
a popular location in the centre of
the UK for businesses seeking
distribution bases, company
headquarters and warehousing
and manufacturing facilities.

By road
 trategically placed at the heart of
S
the national road network, with easy
access to the M1 motorway, the M6/
A14 interchange, the A5 and the A45.
Regular bus services provide
strong links to the local area and
surrounding region, with a new bus
interchange in Daventry town among
further investment planned.

By rail
Home to the Daventry
International Rail Freight Terminal,
the UK’s premier rail-linked
logistics development on the
West Coast Mainline, connecting
businesses to continental Europe.
London is just 78 minutes’ travel
time from Daventry District’s train
station at Long Buckby, while
journeys to Birmingham take
less than an hour.

By air
 ive international airports within
F
convenient reach – Heathrow,
Luton, Stansted, East Midlands
and Birmingham International.
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A homely destination
About Daventry District
Defined by its beautiful west
Northamptonshire countryside setting
and strategically placed at the centre
of the national road network, Daventry
District provides a rare and sought-after
balance of urban and rural lifestyles.
The District covers more than 250
square miles and is made up of the
historic market town of Daventry, and
78 villages, contributing to its distinctive
character and rural charm.
Latest figures give a district population
of about 79,000, with approximately
25,000 living in Daventry town itself.
The health of people in Daventry District
is generally better than the England
average and crime levels are low.

A growing
property market
Daventry District is located in a place
where the economic strength of London
and the South East meets reasonable
land and house prices. Commuters are
increasingly attracted to the area’s key
location on the national road network
and convenient rail links to London
and Birmingham.
Close to Northampton, Rugby, Coventry
and Banbury in particular, Daventry District
is a significant housing market area.
It works in partnership with other
councils to respond to the drivers and
dynamics of the housing market to
help support future development and
sustainable growth.
Daventry town is growing fast, with the
current population expected to grow
to 40,000 over the next decade.
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An increasing number of homes have
been built across the District in recent
years, with housing completions more
than doubling over the past six years
and over 500 homes built during the past
year alone. Further substantial housing
growth is planned to the North-East and
South West of Daventry town and to the
North and West of Northampton.

Helping to meet
housing demand
Daventry District Council is seeking
sustainable solutions to the rise in
housing demand.
The authority has completed an
innovative £3.45million scheme to
build 45 new homes for rent in the
Middlemore area of Daventry, retaining
a proportion for private rental to
meeting local demand and generating
a new income stream to help sustain
the Council’s service delivery. It is
working with developers and housing
associations to deliver high quality
and affordable housing.

Investing in
infrastructure
Improving local infrastructure is
essential to support future
housing growth. Daventry District
Council is working closely with
partners on delivering these priorities
and in doing so broadening its remit
into new service areas including
highways, telecoms and education.
The Daventry Development Link Road
was recently completed and opened
to the public, a £36m project that
improves access to Daventry from the
M1 motorway at Junction 16 in the face
of the town’s significant future growth.
Through an innovative funding
agreement with Northamptonshire
County Council, Daventry District
Council contributed £20m towards
the project through finance streams
including Community Infrastructure
Levy (CIL), New Homes Bonus and
developer contributions.

Daventry District Council is also
investing £200,000 towards the
county’s Superfast Northamptonshire
project, to improve broadband
connectivity for residents and
businesses as part of the
Government’s Superfast
Britain Programme.
DDC also forward-funded and
built a new primary school for the
Monksmoor residential estate in
Daventry to help meet growing
demand for school places and
improved education facilities and
the significant refurbishment and
extension of Daventry Phoenix
Sports Academy. The Council is
also building new state of the
art centre to assist rehabilitation
following the effects of a wide
range of health issues.
The creation of new local and
strategic walking and cycling
infrastructure is high on the
Council’s agenda with funds
allocated in its capital programme
for the delivery of projects.

Caring for our
changing community
As with many other areas of the
UK, the Council recognises that its
demographics have changed and
that the needs of its growing ageing
population have to be considered.
To assist with this, the Council is making
some of its land holdings available in
the town centre and at Middlemore
housing estate to private developers for
the purpose of developing specialist
residential and care accommodation for
elderly people.

A District of distinctive
character, mixing urban
and rural lifestyles
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Explore at your leisure
Set among rolling Northamptonshire
hills, Daventry District offers a range
of exciting leisure opportunities for
people of all ages.
From picturesque villages to
woodlands, canals, reservoirs,
country parks and many elegant
country houses and gardens, the
District is full of treasures to discover.
It boasts some of the finest stately
homes in the country, including Althorp
House, Canons Ashby, Cottesbrooke
Hall and Kelmarsh Hall, while its range
of hotels, restaurants and fine country
pubs offer the warmest of welcomes.
Reservoirs including Pitsford, Hollowell
and Drayton offer superb opportunities
for sailing, while running through the
heart of the District is the picturesque
Grand Union Canal, a popular route
for pleasure cruises, walking, cycling
and angling. There is canal heritage
around every corner, ranging from the
canal heritage village of Braunston at
the junction of the Grand Union and
Oxford Canals through to tunnels,
lock flights and bridges.
Drayton Reservoir in Daventry is a premier
location for angling and just a stone’s
throw away is the Green Flag Award
winning Daventry Country Park, offering
tranquil picnic spots, an adventure
playground, a nature trail around the
reservoir and a wealth of wildlife.
The District benefits from a wide range
of sporting facilities including golf clubs,
all-weather pitches, football and rugby
clubs and a number of local gyms.
Daventry Leisure Centre, conveniently
located in the heart of the town,
features two swimming pools, a sports
hall, state-of-the-art gym and squash
courts, while a modern skate park in
the town centre provides an ideal spot
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for people to practice their skills on
skateboards, bikes and scooters.
There is also an international karting
circuit at Whilton Mill near Daventry
town which has Motor Sports
Association registered circuits for
advanced and novice drivers.
The Council is also providing £450.000
of grant funding to complete an
athletics track in the town.

Steeped in history
Daventry District is an area rich
in history. In 1925, Borough Hill in
Daventry became home to the BBC’s
world service transmitters, relaying
radio signals around the world with
the renowned radio call sign ‘Daventry
Calling the World’. It was the birth
place of radar, the first tests to prove
the technology being undertaken near
Weedon in 1935.
Borough Hill also has National
Scheduled Ancient Monument status
as it was the site of one of the largest
Bronze Age hill forts in the country.
The District was also the focus for
historic events such as the Civil War’s
deciding battlefield at Naseby and the
Gun Powder Plot at the village of Ashby
St Ledgers, the Manor House being the
plotters’ command centre and home of
the lead plotter, Robert Catesby.
The visitor economy attracts
around 3.5million visitors to the
District each year, bringing in over
£100 million. Daventry District
Council is committed to working
with local businesses through
the District’s Tourism Forum to
maximise tourism opportunities.

Discover more great days out at www.lovedaventry.com
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Main picture Kelmarsh Hall.
Inset: Althorp House, Diamond Jubilee
Skate Park, Daventry Country Park

Fresh facilities for
improving education
From early years and primary
provision to secondary schools and
colleges, the District has a distinct mix
of facilities providing both academic
and vocational qualifications.
In the evolving educational landscape,
Daventry District Council is taking a
strong lead in driving forward changes
locally to improve performance and the
learning opportunities available.
The Council is engaging a range of
local partners and learning providers
including schools, academy trusts and
further education colleges.
At the forefront of this work, it has been
developing modern, purpose-built new
education facilities and establishing
connections between schools, colleges
and local businesses to promote careers
and enterprise advice so that young
people are prepared for work.

Monksmoor
Primary School
Daventry District Council recently built
a new primary school to serve the
new Monksmoor residential estate in
northern Daventry. The modern new
premises opened its doors to the
first pupils in autumn 2018 and was
funded by developer contributions.
The new school ensures that places
are provided for residents of the 1,000
home new estate, currently being built
and co-occupied.

Daventry Special
Academy
Among the latest additions to improved
education facilities in the District is the
Daventry Hill School, a new academy
for children age 4-18 years with special
educational needs.
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Built on land provided by Daventry
District Council, it is operated by the
Education Excellence for All Trust, and
will cater for 175 children when full.

Moulton College
The District is home to this Centre of
Excellence for Education and Training
for the Natural, Built and Recreational
Environment which offers unrivalled
facilities at 3 campus locations. The
Moulton campus has recently seen the
addition of a Food and Drink Innovation
Centre which is used by both students
and many food and drink producers
in Northamptonshire. Funded by a
£3.5 million SEMLEP Local Growth
Fund grant, the Centre includes a food
technology suite, sensory room and
micro-brewery.

Northampton College
A new multi-million-pound Daventry
campus for Northampton College
opened its doors recently with
state-of-the-art facilities.
The campus is home to a new Digital
Academy, set to teach students software
and coding, web development, games
design and social media.
Daventry District Council helped to
forward-fund the project by providing
£2.9m of planning obligations funding
alongside a further £6.5m of Local
Growth Fund provided by South
East Midlands Enterprise
Partnership (SEMLEP).
The new campus provides places for 700
students, including 200 apprenticeships,
and the college curriculum will focus
on vocational training.
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Encouraging
business growth
Daventry District benefits from a balanced
economy, generated by a broad mix
of employment, with growing sectors
including logistics, high performance
technology, motorsport, food and drink
and creative and cultural industries.
Unemployment levels are lower than the
national and regional average, including
for young people.
By 2029 an additional 28,500 jobs are
estimated for the West Northamptonshire
area, including Daventry District.
National companies already based in
the District include Mercedes AMG High
Performance Powertrains, Ford Motor
Company, Cummins, Tesco, Sainsburys.
DHL, Wincanton, and Volvo Trucks,
with businesses including Amazon and
Arcadia also locating in the District.
Daventry is home to a high number of
independent businesses, helping the area
to withstand the economic downturn well.
Mustang Park is a new commercial
site being delivered by Canmoor
developments offering a total of 380,000
sq ft of accommodation. Work is
underway on this easily accessible site.
The Council will be introducing policies
and site allocations to support the
development of new employment sites for
small to medium sized commercial units
(less than 100,000 sq ft) in its Settlements
and Countryside Local Plan. It has
recently helped a developer secure £3.2
million of SEMLEP Local Growth Fund
grant and provided land for a commercial
development of 50,000 sq ft at The Knoll.
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Logistics
The District’s strategic location at the heart
of the nation’s road and rail freight network
– known as the UK’s Golden Triangle in
the logistics industry – makes it a prime
choice for distribution operations.
Future job opportunities are being created
from schemes such as the expansion of
the Daventry International Rail Freight
Terminal (DIRFT III project), to construct
a new rail link and up to 731,000 square
metres of new warehousing and storage
for businesses, along with operational
facilities and a lorry park.
Once completed, it is expected to provide
up to 9,000 jobs. The site, which is being
developed by Prologis, will also incorporate
a Logistics Centre of Excellence for
training and education in logistics. The
developer of the site, Prologis, will be
delivering the training centre in 2020 and
it will be available for use and visits by any
organisation involved in logistics.

High performance technology
Daventry’s success stories include
Hi-Force Ltd, which is among
those companies to achieve
Northamptonshire’s International
Trader of the Year Award and Red
Arch Engineering which has received
a Queen’s Award for Enterprise for
International Trade due to its significant
exporting success.

Research and development
The Council, along with its partners,
is supporting the delivery of a unique
aerodynamics research facility
and associated science park and
innovation centre which will make use
of a two-mile-long disused railway
tunnel at Catesby in the District.
The Catesby Aero Research Facility
is being promoted by Aero Research
Partners and will provide a test facility
for repeatable aerodynamic testing in
a secure, controlled environment.

Motorsport
Motorsport and its supply chain
continue to grow with several
companies achieving outstanding
results and winning trophies. They
include Mercedes AMG High
Performance Powertrains at Brixworth,
which designs and manufactures
Mercedes-Benz Formula 1 racing
engines and hybrid power systems
for Mercedes AMG Petronas, Williams
Martini Racing and Sahara Force
India F1 teams. Ilmor Engineering
Ltd, also at Brixworth, designs and
manufactures high performance race
engines, currently enjoying a very
successful IndyCar partnership with
Chevrolet. Ilmor is also involved in
aero, marine and defence engineering.

JR Motorsport in Daventry enjoyed
GT track racing success with its
Nissan GT-R Nismo GT3 and rally
success with its Subaru WRX STI.

Stimulating the rural economy
Daventry District is part of the North
and West Northamptonshire Local
Action Group and, through delivery
of its LEADER programme between
2015 and 2020, will promote the
sustainable growth of local rural
businesses, covering sectors including
agricultural, forestry, tourism and food
and drink. The Council has a strategy
for supporting rural businesses and
communities which it is building upon
and implementing.

Bringing shopping
and leisure to life
Mulberry Place
cinema development
Mulberry Place is the centrepiece of
major plans to transform Daventry town
centre into a thriving leisure destination.
The development will provide a new
cinema, cafes, bars and restaurants, on
land to the north of the town’s High Street.
The scheme is being brought forward by
Daventry District Council’s development
partner Henry Boot Developments Ltd,
working closely with Royal and Derngate,
which runs the acclaimed Errol Flynn
Filmhouse in Northampton.
The scheme is an important feature of the
Daventry Town Centre Vision, a £200m
investment programme by the Council and
its partners to regenerate a series of key
locations in the town – itself at the heart
of substantial growth – to improve local
amenities for local people and visitors.

The new
Daventry library
State-of-the-art new premises for
Daventry Library have recently opened
in the heart of the town.
Daventry District Council and
Northamptonshire County Council
relocated the library from old, outdated
buildings in North Street to a modern new
base within the nearby Abbey Centre, a
move that not only improved the facilities
it offers to residents but also enabled
work to progress on the new cinema
development on the former library site.
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Digital High Streets
As our new developments physically
transform, Daventry District Council’s
digital work also enables the Town Centre
to evolve and adapt. Through the Love
Daventry place marketing initiative, the
Council is using social media and mobile
technology to encourage greater footfall
in partnership with retailers and will be
expanding this initiative in the future.

Abbey Retail Park
The first physical changes to significantly
improve Daventry’s retail offer were
completed in early 2009 with the opening
of the Abbey Retail Park. The bulky
goods retail park, based off South Way
in the heart of the town, features a
number of high street chains including
Homebase, Halfords, Pets at Home,
B&M and Leisure Lakes Bikes.com.
As part of the development, a new
purpose-built Working Men’s Club was
constructed. A new undercroft car park
off the old Welton Road also opened in
March 2009, offering additional long stay
public car parking to this area of the town.

13

Accommodating growth,
enabling expansion
Our strategy for a thriving economy is not just
about attracting new business, but providing
existing companies with the support they
need to enable future expansion.
The Council has a strong track record of
working with businesses on redeveloping its
portfolio of commercial land and property
to accommodate growth and improve
sustainability and energy efficiency.
This commitment has been matched with
multi-million-pound investment from the
authority, with recent projects focused
towards breathing new life into Daventry’s
industrial heartlands.

Long March’s new
lease of life
Rejuvenating one of Daventry’s former
industrial estates resulted in the
development of purpose-built facilities
for award-winning roofing products
manufacturer Hambleside Danelaw.
The company worked in partnership with
Daventry District Council on a purpose
built 5,000 sq m factory in the Long
March area of the town.

The Knoll at South March
Fresh opportunities are being created for
commercial development on land owned
by the Council at The Knoll, located
within the Marches Industrial Estate to the
southeast of Daventry town centre.
The site is allocated in the Local Plan as
employment land, but has challenging
topography and requires significant
enabling works to level the site and install
infrastructure. The Council is working with
a developer to deliver 50,000 sq ft of new
commercial B1, B2 and B8 development
having assisted the developer to obtain
£3.2 million of grant funding towards the
development costs. The development will
be completed by the end of March 2021.

Heartlands
Business Park
The Council has recently invested £2million
in developing its remaining plot of land at
Heartlands to construct a new commercial
unit for a pre-let tenant from the HPT sector
alongside an adjoining speculative unit
that is available for lease. The Council
has one remaining plot to develop that
could accommodate up to 28,000 sq ft
of commercial space.
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An iCon of innovation
Managed by the University of
Northampton, the iCon Environmental
Innovation Centre is a home for the
businesses and organisations that are
changing the way we design, construct
and manage the environment. Daventry
succeeded above competitors to be
chosen as the home for the award-winning,
multi-million-pound iCon building, which
provides 4,000 sq m including business
incubation units, conference centre,
exhibition space and a café.
The iCon opened in 2011 and has been
recognised as an exemplar of progressive
design and energy efficiency.

Royal Oak Industrial
Estate redevelopment
Among the recent success stories is
the construction of a purpose-built
manufacturing base for international
hydraulic tool specialist Hi-Force Ltd,
which replaced the Council’s outdated
industrial units in the Royal Oak
industrial area of Daventry.
Hi-Force expressed an interest in
moving to larger, modern premises
in Daventry whilst staying a tenant
of the Council.

This provided an opportunity for the
authority and Hi-Force to work together
to redevelop a site, and the Council
constructed a more energy efficient
and visually attractive building.
After relocating to the new £4.5m
facility, Hi-Force experienced
further growth and required more
manufacturing and warehousing space,
so a second redevelopment took place
again on the site of old units owned
by the Council – with the authority
investing a further £2million to create
a new warehousing facility.

Daventry District Council,
Lodge Road
Daventry NN11 4FP
T: 01327 871100
www.daventrydc.gov.uk
@daventrydc
daventrydistrict

If you would like to
find out more about
what Daventry
District can offer
your business,
please contact
us to discuss the
opportunities
available.

Simon Bowers
Executive Director (Business)
01327 302435
sbowers@daventrydc.gov.uk
Gary Underhill
Construction and
Development Manager
01327 302437
gunderhill@daventrydc.gov.uk

