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1.

Introduction – Purpose of document

1.1

During the course of the Local Plan Examination hearing sessions and discussions on
Matter 2 - Spatial Strategy, Question 6, the proposed Green Wedge policy ENV3 and
designation was highlighted by a number of participants as presenting an
unnecessary additional layer of policy protection. In particular, part Aii. refers to
maintaining “the openness around settlements and their settings”, which was
considered to duplicate the provisions of rural area policies, in particular policy RA6
Open Countryside. The main purpose of the Green Wedge should be to prevent
coalescence of settlements, in this case, the coalescence of fringe settlements with
the Daventry and Northampton urban areas.

1.2

In response to a request from the Inspector, the Council has offered to review the
Green Wedge policy ENV3 to firstly consider whether it would be appropriate to
propose a main modification to the wording to restrict the scope of the policy to
preventing coalescence between the urban areas of Daventry and Northampton and
fringe settlements; and secondly, related to the potential modification to policy
wording to investigate whether there are parts of the physical extent of Green Wedge
that do not fulfill the role of preventing coalescence between fringe settlements and
the urban areas and could therefore be considered for removal.

1.3

The Council has reviewed the areas of Green Wedge at Daventry and maintains the
view that they perform this function in relation to the fringe villages and there is no
need to change the Green Wedge at Daventry. The changes to the physical extent of
the Green Wedge in chapter 3 are therefore restricted to the Northampton fringe.
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2.

Review of Policy ENV3 and Supporting Text

2.1

The policy wording and supporting paragraph 9.2.01 currently state:
“ENV3 – Green Wedge
A. To protect the identity, character and setting of settlements within the areas
that fringe Daventry and Northampton proposals within the Green Wedges will
be required to demonstrate that they would maintain:
i. The physical and visual separation between settlements; and
ii. The openness around settlements and their settings.
B. The Council will support proposals that contribute towards increased public
access to, and enjoyment of, the Green Wedges, particularly from the
Sustainable Urban Extensions in the Northampton Related Development Area,
providing they are compatible with i) to ii) above.
The designated areas of Green Wedge are shown on the Policies and Inset
Maps.”
“9.2.01 The focus for growth at the urban areas of Daventry and Northampton has
led to pressure on their fringes, which are predominantly agricultural areas and
host to a number of settlements. The settlements on the Daventry fringes
comprise Welton, Norton, Newnham, Staverton and Braunston; in the case of
Northampton, consist of Lower Harlestone, Upper Harlestone, Church Brampton,
Chapel Brampton, Boughton, Moulton and Overstone. Each settlement has a
distinctive character and it is important that this character is not harmed by urban
expansion or coalescence. The Green Wedges therefore have the function of
protecting the identity and setting of villages and preventing the coalescence of
settlements, which can be achieved by ensuring that development will maintain
the openness around settlements.”

2.2

Criterion Aii refers to openness around settlements as being a requirement for Green
Wedge to fulfill in addition to preventing coalescence which is dealt with in criterion
Ai. As such it is considered that this goes beyond the primary function of the Green
Wedge in the context of the urban areas of Daventry and Northampton, which is to
prevent coalescence of fringe settlements with the urban areas. The issue of
coalescence of fringe villages with each other as opposed to with Northampton
would be covered by policy ENV1.iv.

2.3

The Council therefore proposes that criterion Aii is removed by way of a main
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modification.
2.4

Turning to supporting text in paragraph 9.2.01, the final part of the paragraph also
refers to the maintenance of openness around settlements. The Council therefore
proposes that this part of the paragraph is deleted. The proposed modifications are
set out below:
“ENV3 – Green Wedge
A. To protect the identity, character and setting of settlements within the areas
that fringe Daventry and Northampton proposals within the Green Wedges will
be required to demonstrate that they would maintain the physical and visual
separation between settlements:
i. The physical and visual separation between settlements; and
ii. The openness around settlements and their settings.”
“9.2.01 The focus for growth at the urban areas of Daventry and Northampton has
led to pressure on their fringes, which are predominantly agricultural areas and
host to a number of settlements. The settlements on the Daventry fringes
comprise Welton, Norton, Newnham, Staverton and Braunston; in the case of
Northampton, consist of Lower Harlestone, Upper Harlestone, Church Brampton,
Chapel Brampton, Boughton, Moulton and Overstone. Each settlement has a
distinctive character and it is important that this character is not harmed by urban
expansion or coalescence. The Green Wedges therefore have the function of
protecting the identity and setting of fringe villages and preventing the
coalescence of settlements, which can be achieved by ensuring that development
will maintain the openness around settlements.”the villages with the nearby
towns”.
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3.

Review of Proposed Northampton Green Wedge Designations

3.1

The proposed Northampton Green Wedge shown on the Policies Map reflects the
map at figure 4.3 in the Daventry Landscape Study – Part D Fringe Assessments
(LAN1-08). This is reproduced in Appendix 1 and shows the component land areas or
units that were recommended for Green Wedge designation as a result of the
individual assessments in LAN1-09 and LAN1-10 which relate specifically to the
Northampton fringe. The land units NF1-NF11 below refer to the final areas
recommended for Green Wedge designation which are shown individually in
Appendix 1 and collectively form the basis of the proposed Green Wedge shown on
the Policies Map that accompanied the Submission Part 2 Local Plan.

3.2

The review has focused consideration of the role of each land unit to fulfill the role of
Green Wedge in preventing the coalescence of fringe settlements with the
Northampton urban area, not the coalescence between fringe settlements, which is
considered to be adequately covered by policy ENV1 A.iv.
Land unit NF1

3.3

This area lies at the north western edge of the Northampton fringe and separates
Upper Harlestone from the Northampton West SUE. The area between Port Road and
Harlestone Road (A428) is an area of existing Green Wedge in the 1997 Daventry
District Local Plan. The conclusion of the original assessment (LAN1-09) found that
the land unit is of particular importance in maintaining the existing and future
separation of Upper Harlestone and the north western edge of Northampton and
protecting the setting of Upper Harlestone.

3.4

In reviewing this land unit the Council considers that the northern portion of the
Green Wedge between Port Road and Harlestone Road fulfills the function of
preventing coalescence of the fringe settlement of Upper Harlestone with the
planned extent of the Northampton urban area and should be retained. However, the
Council considers only the portion between Port Road and the public right of way
marked CU11 fulfills this function because it separates the Northampton Related
Development Area (NRDA) from Upper Harlestone. The area to the west of CU11
does not fulfill the same function and the Council would consider removing this area
from the proposed Green Wedge.
Land unit NF2

3.5

This area is located between Lower Harlestone and Church Brampton and separates
the two settlements from Northampton and the Kings Heath SUE. A very small
portion in the south western corner is part of an area of existing Green Wedge in the
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1997 Daventry District Local Plan. The conclusion of the original assessment (LAN109) found that the land unit is important to maintaining the existing and future
separation of Lower Harlestone, Church Brampton and the north west edge of
Northampton and preserving the setting of the settlements.
3.6

In reviewing this land unit the Council considers that the area south of the
watercourse fulfills the same function of preventing coalescence of Lower Harlestone
and Church Brampton with Northampton and should be retained. However, the area
north of the watercourse between the A428 and the disused railway line does not
fulfill this function and the Council would consider removing this area from the
proposed Green Wedge.
Land unit NF3

3.7

This area is located between Church and Chapel Brampton and separates the two
settlements from Northampton. An area along the eastern boundary is part of the
existing Green Wedge in the 1997 Daventry District Local Plan. The original
assessment (LAN1-09) concluded that the land unit is important to maintain the
existing and future separation of Church Brampton, Chapel Brampton and the
northern edge of Northampton and to preserve the setting of the settlements.

3.8

In reviewing the land unit the Council concurs with the original assessment, the
majority of the area of Green Wedge performs the same function of preventing
coalescence of Church Brampton and Chapel Brampton with the Northampton urban
area. A portion on the eastern edge of the land unit which lies immediately east of
the Brampton Valley Way is not considered to fulfill the same function and the
Council would consider removing this area from the proposed Green Wedge.
Land unit NF4

3.9

This land unit is located to the north of the North of Whitehills SUE and although
Chapel Brampton lies to the north west and Boughton Park and Boughton to the east,
there are no fringe settlements immediately to the north. The whole of the area is an
existing Rural Access Area in the 1997 Daventry District Local Plan. The original
assessment (LAN1-09) found that the land unit is of great importance in maintaining
the existing and future separation of Boughton and Boughton Park from
Northampton, and contributes to the separation between Northampton and Chapel
Brampton and Northampton and Pitsford.

3.10

In reviewing the land unit the Council acknowledges that it performs a role in
separating Boughton Park from the North of Whitehills SUE, however, it needs to be
reviewed in the context of whether it would prevent coalescence of any settlement
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with the Northampton urban area. It would not prevent coalescence between
Boughton and the SUE and because there are no fringe settlements to the north of
the land unit, it does not perform the function of preventing coalescence of fringe
settlements with Northampton. For this reason, the Council would consider removing
the whole of this unit from the proposed Green Wedge designation.
Land unit NF5
3.11

This unit comprises the whole of Boughton Park, which is a Registered Park and
Garden and is also contained within the Boughton Conservation Area. It lies adjacent
to Boughton village to the east and is bordered by the A508 to the west. A small
portion at the southern end is part of the existing Green Wedge in the 1997 Daventry
District Local Plan. The original assessment (LAN1-09) found that it is of great
importance in maintaining the perceived separation of Boughton from the northern
edge of Northampton. It also found that it plays a role in the physical and perceived
separation between Boughton and Pitsford or the northern edge of Northampton and
Pitsford.

3.12

In reviewing the land unit the Council acknowledges that it performs a role in the
perceived separation of Boughton from the northern edge of Northampton, however,
Green Wedge in land unit NF6 performs more of a practical separation role in this
respect. It also needs to be reviewed in the context of whether it would prevent
coalescence of any settlement with the Northampton urban area. NF5 does separate
Boughton from Pitsford, however, Pitsford is some distance (around 1.5km) to the
north and is not a fringe settlement. The land unit does not therefore perform the
function of preventing coalescence of fringe settlements with Northampton. For this
reason, the Council would consider removing the whole of this unit from the
proposed Green Wedge designation.
Land unit NF6

3.13

Land unit NF6 lies to the east of Boughton and together with NF7, forms part of a
continuous area of Green Wedge that extends around the northern edge of
Northampton between Boughton and Moulton. It is an area of existing Green Wedge
in the 1997 Daventry District Local Plan. Boughton is physically connected to the
northern edge of Northampton, however, the original assessment (LAN1-10) found
that the majority of the land in this unit is of great importance in providing separation
between Boughton and Northampton. It was also found to be important in providing
separation between Boughton and Moulton and has a limited role in providing
separation between Northampton and Pitsford.

3.14

In reviewing the land unit the Council considers that the area south of Moulton Lane
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fulfills the function of preventing the coalescence of Boughton with the northern
edge of Northampton and should be retained. It also contributes towards maintaining
the separation between Boughton and Moulton. On this issue, the Council considers
that the potential coalescence of Boughton and Moulton would be adequately
covered by policy ENV1A.iv. The area to the north of Moulton Lane does not perform
the same function although it contributes to the setting of Boughton. Pitsford is
around 1.3km to the north and is not a fringe settlement, the Council would
therefore considering removing the area north of Moulton Lane from the proposed
Green Wedge designation.
Land unit NF7
3.15

This land unit is located to the west of Moulton and forms part of the continuous area
of proposed Green Wedge that extends around the northern edge of Northampton
between Boughton and Moulton. It is an area of existing Green Wedge and Rural
Access Area in the 1997 Daventry District Local Plan although its extent has been
modified to exclude more recent development, extant planning consents and
neighbourhood plan allocations. Like Boughton, Moulton is physically connected to
the northern edge of Northampton, however, the original assessment (LAN1-10)
found that NF7 provided separation from Northampton to the west. It is also
important in maintaining the separation between Boughton and Moulton and has a
limited role in providing separation between Northampton and Pitsford.

3.16

In reviewing the land unit the Council considers that the area south of Boughton Road
fulfills the role of preventing the coalescence of Moulton with the northern edge of
Northampton and should be retained. It also contributes towards maintaining the
separation between Boughton and Moulton.

3.17

The area to the north of Boughton Road does not perform the same function. Pitsford
is around 2.1km to the north and is not a fringe settlement. The Council would
therefore considering removing the area north of Boughton Road from the proposed
Green Wedge designation. As with land unit NF6, the Council considers that the issue
of maintaining separation between Boughton and Moulton would be adequately
covered by policy ENV1A.iv.

3.18

In relation to the proposed changes to the Green Wedge at NF6 and NF7, there is a
gap of approximately 1.35km in a straight line between the built up areas of Moulton
and Boughton. Although the Green Wedge does not perform the function of
preventing coalescence between Northampton and fringe settlements in this location
(rather it currently contributes towards maintaining the separation between Moulton
and Boughton), it is considered important to maintain a continuous Green Wedge
between the two settlements south of Moulton Lane and Boughton Road. The
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northern edge of Northampton extends northwards at Moulton Park Industrial Estate
and if there was a gap in the Green Wedge at this point, it could lead to further
northern expansion of the Northampton urban area which would bring it closer to
Moulton.
Land unit NF8
3.19

Land unit NF8 comprises a relatively small ‘landlocked’ area between Moulton and
Northampton and is surrounded on four sides by built development. It is an area of
existing Green Wedge and Rural Access Area in the 1997 Daventry District Local Plan.
The original assessment (LAN1-10) concluded that it is of great importance to the
separation between Northampton and Moulton.

3.20

In reviewing the land unit the Council concurs with the original assessment, the area
of proposed Green Wedge performs the same function of preventing coalescence
with Northampton and should be retained in its entirety.
Land unit NF9

3.21

Land unit NF9 comprises an area between Overstone and the northern edge of
Northampton and includes a large area of parkland associated with Overstone Hall. It
is an area of existing Green Wedge in the 1997 Daventry District Local Plan. The
original assessment (LAN1-10) found that the land unit as a whole is important to
prevent coalescence between Overstone and Northampton and the north western
corner contributes to separation between Overstone and Moulton/the Northampton
North SUE.

3.22

In reviewing the land unit the Council concurs with the original assessment, the area
of Green Wedge performs the same function of preventing coalescence with the
Northampton urban area and should be retained in its entirety.
Land unit NF10

3.23

Land unit NF10 comprises a relatively small area between Overstone and the
Northampton North SUE; it excludes Cow Pasture Spinney which is designated both
as a Local Wildlife Site and proposed Local Green Space. It is an area of existing Green
Wedge in the 1997 Daventry District Local Plan. The original assessment (LAN1-10)
found that NF10 and Cow Pasture Spinney assist in the perceived separation between
Moulton and Northampton with Overstone.

3.24

In reviewing the land unit the Council acknowledges that its main function will be to
prevent coalescence between Overstone and the future Northampton North SUE. In
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doing so, it does not perform the function of preventing coalescence between the
existing Northampton urban area and a fringe settlement. However, it is considered
appropriate to retain it in its entirety to prevent coalescence between the planned
extension of the Northampton urban area and Overstone.
Land unit NF11
3.25

Land unit NF11 is situated to the north of Moulton between Moulton and Holcot. It
partly borders the A43 and the Northampton North SUE. The original assessment
(LAN1-10) found that NF11 plays a role in the perceived separation between Moulton
and Holcot and contributes to the perceived separation between Overstone and
Holcot. It was also viewed in the context of future development of the Northampton
North SUE which will effectively extend the Northampton urban area to the north of
Overstone. In this instance NF11 would play a future role in the perceived separation
between the SUE and Moulton.

3.26

In reviewing the land unit the Council acknowledges that its main function will be to
prevent coalescence between Moulton and the future Northampton North SUE. In
addition, Holcot is not a fringe settlement and is located approximately 2.65km north
of the edge of Moulton. The land unit does not currently perform the function of
preventing coalescence between the existing Northampton urban area and a fringe
settlement. For this reason, the Council would consider removing the whole of this
unit from the proposed Green Wedge designation.

3.27

The map in Appendix 2 shows the extent of the Green Wedge as proposed to be
modified.
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4.

Conclusion

4.1

In reviewing policy ENV3 and the associated designation, the Council has accepted
that in the context of urban fringe locations the main purpose of the Green Wedge
should be to prevent coalescence of fringe settlements with the Daventry and
Northampton urban areas. The issue of openness around settlements is not a
function that would be appropriate for a Green Wedge policy and the rural area
policies, particularly policy RA6, would provide adequate provisions for protecting the
open countryside from inappropriate development. Coalescence of fringe
settlements with each other would be adequately addressed by policy ENV1A.iv.

4.2

The Council has considered the wording of policy ENV3 and supporting paragraph
9.2.01 and has proposed changes.

4.3

The Council’s review of the physical extent of the Green Wedge designation has been
restricted to the Northampton fringe because it is considered that the whole of the
Daventry Green Wedge fulfils the function of preventing coalescence with fringe
settlements. In reviewing land units NF1-NF11 which form the proposed Green
Wedge around the north of the Northampton urban area, the Council considers that
there are a number of areas that do not perform the function of preventing
coalescence between fringe settlements and the Northampton urban area.
Consequently, the Council would be prepared to consider removing the following
areas from the proposed Green Wedge designation:









NF1 – proposed removal of western portion west of public right of way CU11
NF2 – proposed removal of northern portion north of watercourse between A428
and disused railway
NF3 – proposed removal of portion immediately to east of Brampton Valley Way
NF4 – propose removal of entire area from Green Wedge
NF5 – propose removal of entire area from Green Wedge
NF6 – propose removal of area north of Moulton Lane from Green Wedge
NF7 – propose removal of area north of Boughton Road from Green Wedge
NF11 – propose removal of entire area from Green Wedge

4.4

The map in Appendix 2 shows the extent of the Green Wedge with the areas outlined
in paragraph 4.3 removed.

4.5

The Council requests that the Inspector considers the wording changes suggested to
ENV3 and supporting text paragraph 9.2.01 as a main modification.
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Appendix 1 - Map showing existing Northampton Green Wedge designation and individual land units (extracted from LAN1-08)
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Daventry District Boundary
ENV3 Green Wedge proposed to be removed
ENV3 Green Wedge

Appendix 2 - Map showing Northampton Green Wedge
with areas proposed to be removed
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