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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1.1. This technical note appraises the landscape and visual aspects of land at Daventry 

South West by describing the baseline condition of the surrounding landscape 

character and visual amenity, and considering how the proposed development would 

relate to this baseline condition. 

1.1.2. It is not a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA), that assesses the impact of 

a specific proposal. Instead, it appraises the landscape and visual baseline and 

predicts the likely landscape and visual effects of the Daventry South West scheme. 

1.1.3. The appraisal follows the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 3rd 

Edition (2013) as published by the Landscape Institute and Institute for Environmental 

Management & Assessment (GVLIA3), although it is recognised that the nature of this 

appraisal is more informal and flexible than a formal Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment.1 

1.1.4. This technical note also includes an assessment to establish the perceived identity of 

Staverton and Daventry within the wider landscape and explores any potential impact 

to the setting of the existing settlements should development of Daventry South West 

take place, as currently envisaged within the schemes red line area. This assumes a 

worst case position of land within the red line being developed without considering 

open space, woodland and landscape elements that would be inevitably be 

incorporated within any scheme design. 

1.1.5. The following Figures are appended to this technical note: 

Figure 01:  Site Location 
Figure 02: Topography and Hydrology 

Figure 03: Landscape Character 
Figure 04: Local Facilities and Movement 
Figure 05: Existing Vegetation 

Figure 06: Site Topography 

Figure 07: ZTV (Bare Earth) 

Figures 08.1 to 08.5:  Viewpoints 1 to 9 

Figure 09: Visual Envelope 

Figure 10: Viewpoint locations towards Staverton 

Figure 11: Viewpoint locations towards Daventry 

Figures 12.1 to 12.3: Viewpoints 10 to 16 

Figures 13: Settlements Setting Plan 

 

 

                                            
1 Para  1.11/3.2 GLVIA3 
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2. THE SITE 

2.1.1. The application site is located to the immediate southwest of Daventry (see Figure 01). 

It comprises approximately 53 hectares of agricultural land, woodland and agricultural / 

farm buildings associated with Drayton Lodge and Malabar Farm.  

2.1.2. To the northeast, the site is bound by Stefen Way (A45), which forms part of a circular 

route to Daventry. Adjacent to Stefen Way is the residential area of Daventry with a 

number of key routes into the Town Centre. To the northwest is the A425, to the east 

the A361 borders a small part of the site and then, to the south is Badby House Care 

Home (Grade 2 listed) and open countryside/woodland.  

2.1.3. Towards the north corner of the site, Staverton Road dissects the site to provide 

vehicular access to Drayton Lodge and public access to the footbridge over Stefen 

Way. 

2.1.4. The site is composed of varied field patterns that are generally enclosed by well-

clipped hedgerows that contribute to the well-treed landscape. Towards the south of 

the site the topography rises towards a localised wooded knoll Stepnell Spinney (see 

Figure 02).  

2.1.5. A mosaic of spinneys and woodlands are located on elevated land to the south of the 

site and contribute to the distinct wooded hilltop character that is typical of the area. 

2.1.6. There are no public rights of way within the site. 
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3. BASELINE 

3.1. INTRODUCTION 

3.1.1. This chapter considers the current baseline situation in respect of; Landscape 

Character; Landscape Resource; Visual Amenity; and Settlement Separation. 

3.2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

3.2.1. The landscape character of the site and surrounding area has been assessed at a 

various levels (see Figure 03). 

3.2.2. Nationally, the site lies within the NCA 95 Northamptonshire Uplands (see Figure 03), 

an extract from its character description includes:  

“…The Northamptonshire Uplands National Character Area is an area of 

gently rolling, limestone hills and valleys capped by ironstone-bearing 

sandstone and clay Lias, with many long, low ridgelines... Woodland is 

sparse, with many scattered broadleaved coverts and copses some in 

prominent hill-top positions, dotted across the landscape.” 

3.2.3. The NCA 95 identifies 4 ‘Statements of Opportunity’ and 1 ‘Additional Opportunity’. Of 

relevance to the application site is the Additional Opportunity, which seeks to:  

“Conserve, enhance, expand, connect and manage the many, often 

visually prominent, small, broadleaved woodlands and coverts, areas of 

wood pasture, sheltering planting around settlements and parkland to 

enhance biodiversity and landscape character, provide timber and wood 

products, and assist with regulation of water quality, soil quality and soil 

erosion.” 

3.2.4. The current regional and local landscape character assessment baseline for the site is 

provided by Northamptonshire County Council’s Northamptonshire Current Landscape 

Character Assessment (published 2007) and Daventry District Council “Daventry 

Landscape Character Assessment” (published 2017 as part of the Draft Local Plan 

Evidence Base).  

3.2.5. The site is sited to the north of the Ironstone Hills Landscape Character Type (LCT) 

(see Figure 03), the Ironstone Hills LCT is described on Page 39 of the 

Northamptonshire Current Landscape Character Assessment as: 

“…The Ironstone Hills represent an area of distinctive hills along the 

western boundary of Northamptonshire.  The landscape is almost entirely 

surrounded by the Undulating Hills and Valleys landscape character type, 

although a small area of the Staverton Hills is bordered by the Rolling 

Agricultural Lowlands. The Staverton Hills are also bordered by Daventry.  
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Two character areas have been identified.  These represent separate and 

distinct areas of hills. The southernmost character area, comprising the 

Eydon Hills, is lower, with broad rounded hills rising to a maximum of 

190m ASL.  By contrast, the Staverton Hills are higher, rising to 

approximately 220m ASL, and form the most elevated parts in the 

county.” 

3.2.6. The Ironstone Hills LCT is divided into two Landscape Character Areas (LCA), of which 

the site falls within the Staverton Hills LCA.  Staverton Hills LCA comprises undulating 

hills that rise above the surrounding landscape to the immediate south of Daventry to 

form a distinctive edge that screens Daventry from the wider landscape (which 

includes the Staverton Hill LCA and Begbroke and Daventry LCA). Woodlands and 

spinneys are often located at the summit of hilltops and contribute to the distinctive 

character of the hills.  

3.3. LANDSCAPE RESOURCE 

3.3.1. The Staverton Hills LCA list the following landscape elements that positively contribute 

to the baseline landscape character (that are relevant to the application site); hilltop 

woodlands, low hedgerows, hedgerow trees and grassland on the hills. 

3.3.2. The site is mainly composed of arable/ pastoral fields that are enclosed with hedgerow 

field boundaries, occasional ditches, Stepnell Spinney and native trees. The key 

landscape features are shown on Figure 05. 

3.3.3. Stepnell Spinney forms part of the distinct skyline and is a designated Local Wildlife 

Site. Within 1km of the site there are a number of other named woodlands and 

spinneys. In particular, Staverton Wood located to the southwest on the summit of Big 

Hill, which contain ancient woodland and ancient replanted woodland.  

3.4. VISUAL AMENITY 

3.4.1. The visual amenity of the site and its surroundings has been appraised initially through 

the preparation of a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) that indicates the theoretical 

extent of visibility of the application site, and the identification and assessment of a 

number of representative viewpoints (see Figure 07). 

3.4.2. The ZTV does not take into account any screening provided by vegetation or 

buildings, and simply reflects the topography of the study area. It therefore 

exaggerates visibility and is only used as a guide to inform fieldwork and the location 

and nature of the potential visual receptors.  

3.4.3. On the ZTV, the lighter areas represent locations where there would be a potential 

view of the site on that basis, and the darker areas represent those where there would 

not.  It indicates that the majority of potential views of the site are from its immediate 

surrounds and to the higher topography towards the south. Fieldwork confirmed the 
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basic pattern of visibility and identified 7 main receptor groups (see Figure 07). It also 

showed that the extent of the site that was visible from various locations often 

depended on the relative position of the surrounding woodland and vegetation.  

3.4.4. The 7 main receptor groups identified are: 

1. Users of Stefen Way footbridge; 

2. Users of A361; 

3. Users of A425; 

4. Users of Browns Road (PROW); 

5. Users of Jurassic Way (National Trail);  

6. Users of Borough Hill; and 

7. Users of Knightly Way. 

 
3.4.5. A representative viewpoint for each of these receptor groups is included at Figure 08.  

3.4.6. Following fieldwork, a more refined ‘visual envelope’ is shown at Figure 09 that 

reflects a more realistic representation of the site’s visibility. 

3.5. SETTLEMENT SEPARATION 

3.5.1. The Daventry Landscape Character Assessment includes an assessment of the 

Daventry Fringe, which provides consideration of development to the fringes of 

Daventry, and the analysis of smaller settlements near to the urban fringe and the 

potential harm to their character by urban expansion or coalescence. The proposed 

land unit DA4 and DA5 (see Figure 10) has been recommended future designation as 

Green Wedge within the Daventry Fringe Recommendation. The current Local Plan 

states ‘that the District Council considers that the greatest value of the 'Green Wedges' 

is as undeveloped land, which is available for recreation and or agriculture, as land 

which has ecological or landscape importance, and or as land providing separation 

between settlements. The open and undeveloped character of land also contributes to 

the identity of settlements and landscape features, which are considered important to 

sustain. With increased pressure for development on the edges of urban areas, the 

District Council considered it prudent within the plan period to protect this land from 

inappropriate development, and the District Council sought to enhance them and 

improve access to them.’ 

3.5.2. This assessment to establish the separate identities of Staverton and Daventry has 

been undertaken through representative viewpoints that show the visual experience 
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when moving along key routes towards the recognised identities of both Staverton 

and Daventry. 

A. Appreciation of Staverton’s Existing Identity 

1. Viewpoints 10A-10D – Jurassic Way National Trail and Bridleway 

3.5.3. This representative viewpoint describes the visual experience for pedestrian, horse 

riders and cyclist receptors on the National Trail and Public Bridleway moving south 

towards Staverton.  

3.5.4. The gradual recognition of Staverton as a settlement from this route begins 

approximately 1km away from Staverton when mature hedgerows form either side of 

the path limit panoramic views to the wider landscape. As the path inclines to an 

elevation of around 165m urban influences begin to appear into the view. Viewpoint 

10A and 10B illustrate a view to an adjacent agricultural building as the path curves 

around a corner before straightening towards Staverton. The linear nature of this 

section of path presents a direct view (viewpoint 10C and 10D) into Staverton, which 

becomes more apparent as the receptor moves closer towards the settlement, this is 

the first position that the settlements identity is recognisable. A gateway and 

associated street furniture (signage, bench, bins) mark the end of the path and 

entrance into Staverton, before the National Trail continues along Braunston Lane.   

2. Viewpoints 11A-11C – Public Footpath towards Staverton 

3.5.5. This representative viewpoint describes the visual experience for pedestrian receptors 

on the Public Footpath moving north towards Staverton.  

3.5.6. The recognition of Staverton as a settlement from this route is very limited due to 

intervening vegetation and topography. Approximately 0.5km from Staverton the 

footpath, having gradually ascended through open fields to an elevation of around 

160m, reaches the woodland edge that prevents any views north towards Staverton 

(viewpoint 11A). The footpath continues for a short section though the woodland before 

it opens into a sports ground at viewpoint 11B. The sports ground contrasts with the 

local landscape character and becomes the first indicator of being at the urban fringes 

of Staverton. Upon passing the sports ground, the footpath crosses a small carpark to 

the Veterinary Surgery and connects on to the A425 Daventry Road. The end of the 

Public Footpath receives the first clear view of the settlement of Staverton (viewpoint 

11C) composed of houses fronting the A425, a mix of boundary treatments, tree 

planting, street signing and a view of the entrance road into the settlement.  

3. Viewpoints 12A-12C – Badby Lane towards Staverton 

3.5.7. This representative viewpoint describes the visual experience for vehicular receptors 

on the highway of Badby Lane moving west towards Staverton.  
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3.5.8. The recognition of Staverton as a settlement from this route is very limited due to the 

sweeping alignment of the road, topography and vegetation that limit views west 

towards Staverton (viewpoint 12A and 12B). Appreciation for Staverton begins on the 

approach to the roundabout to the far west of Badby Lane (viewpoint 12C). Street 

furniture (street lighting and signage) is introduced into the view and the addition of a 

footpath adjacent to the highway provides a pedestrian link into Staverton to indicate 

the urban fringes. St Mary’s Church, set behind the roundabout, is a key feature to this 

view and provides the receptor with a strong visual awareness of the centre of 

Staverton (the view towards the church is subject to seasonal change due to the 

vegetated edge). 

4. Viewpoints 13A-13F – A425 towards Staverton 

3.5.9. This representative viewpoint describes the visual experience for vehicular and 

pedestrian receptors on the highway of the A425 moving southwest towards 

Staverton.  

3.5.10. The A425 is a strategic route between Daventry and Southam, and is bounded by a 

low well-clipped hedge with occasional hedgerow trees on the eastern edge and 

mature hedgerow trees to the western edge. Due to the nature of the roadside 

vegetation, views (viewpoint 13A and 13B) are generally focussed in an eastwards 

direction towards the wider landscape and Big Hill (which forms part of the ‘distinctive 

edge’ to Daventry).  

3.5.11. As the topography rises the receptor gains a hilltop position, views become contained 

by higher roadside vegetation but are also influenced towards the De Vere Staverton 

Estate (hotel, golf course, and car parking) to the west (viewpoint 13C and 13D).  

3.5.12. As the A425 continues, it passes the secondary access into Staverton and more 

intricate field patterns to imply the edge of the settlement. On the approach to the 

roundabout, street furniture (street lighting and signage) is introduced to the view. As 

the receptor continues on the A425, the speed reduces to 30mph and the settlement 

entry sign defines the arrival into Staverton. The identity of Staverton is therefore 

recognised between its secondary access lane and the A425 roundabout. 

B. Appreciation of Daventry’s Existing Identity 

5. Viewpoints 14A-14D – Jurassic Way National Trail and Public Bridleway 

3.5.13. This representative viewpoint describes the visual experience for pedestrian, horse 

riders and cyclist receptors on the National Trail moving north towards Daventry.  

3.5.14. The recognition of Daventry as a settlement begins approximately 1.5km away from 

Daventry at viewpoint 14B when occasional breaks within the mature hedgerows either 

side of the path create keyhole views towards the urban fringe of Daventry to the 
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northeast. As the receptor travels further north and descends down the hillside 

(viewpoint 14C and 14D), the hedgerow reduces in quality revealing larger expanses of 

the landscape and prominent views to the industrial units. The industrial units form a 

detracting feature along the horizon to contrast with the surrounding landscape 

character. 

6. Viewpoints 15A-15D – A425 

3.5.15. This representative viewpoint describes the visual experience for vehicular and 

pedestrian receptors on the highway of the A425 moving northeast towards Daventry. 

3.5.16. Viewpoint 15A illustrates the Daventry is not perceived due to topography limiting any 

forward views.  

3.5.17. The recognition of Daventry as a settlement begins approximately 1km away from 

Daventry at viewpoint 15B as the receptor ascends down the hillside to enter the 

‘Daventry bowl’. Long views are received to industrial units, distant housing and the 

Stefen Way Footbridge. However the vegetation associated along the Stefen Way 

provides a visual barrier that substantially reduces the prominence of Daventry from 

higher ground.    

3.5.18. Once the receptor reaches the lower ground, the views are relatively confined within 

the roadside vegetation. On approach to the roundabout to the north, street furniture 

(street lighting and signage) and manicured vegetation indicate the arrival to Daventry. 

Viewpoint summary 
 

3.5.19. There is no approach of the settlement of Daventry from either Badby Lane, or the 

National Trail/Bridleway to the south of this lane, due to the Staverton Hills forming a 

visual barrier. 

3.5.20. The physical locations that define the initial appreciation of the settlements of 

Staverton and Daventry are shown at Figure 13. This assessment confirms that the 

identities of Daventry and Staverton are entirely separate. The most relevant 

experience for considering the future identities at Staverton and Daventry is that from 

the A425 and the National Trail. 
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4. APPRAISAL 

4.1. INTRODUCTION 

4.1.1. This chapter appraises the likely sensitivity and magnitude of change of the following 

receptors: Landscape Character; Landscape Resource; Visual Amenity; and Settlement 

Separation. It does not summarise the significance of these likely changes (as it is not 

an LVIA). The likely change is assessed based on the proposed development being 2-

3 storey buildings, predominately residential with around 60% of the site being 

developed and the remaining area being retained as open space. 

4.2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER  

4.2.1. The application site is a small component of the Staverton Hills LCA, of which it is 

located to its northern boundary. The characteristics of the site are broadly consistent 

with that of the LCA, particularly towards its southern fringes where the topography 

rises to form part of the distinctive edge composed of Big Hill, Fox Hill and Newnham 

Hill. This distinctive edge provides a visual separator between the site and the majority 

of the LCA that sits beyond.  

4.2.2. The landscape value of the site and its immediate surroundings do not reflect the 

scenic qualities and rarity that are represented within the wider Staverton Hills LCA as 

the site is influenced by the urban fringe of Daventry (an Urban Landscape Type). A 

number of urban influences (such as, prominent industrial units, masts on high ground 

and vehicular noise) detract from the ‘remote and tranquil’ character that can be found 

towards the south of the LCA.   

4.2.3. The site has no public rights of ways and therefore the site has limited recreational 

value although there are views received from the pedestrian bridge over the A45 

towards Big Hill. A network of public rights of ways and national trails exist beyond the 

distinctive edge.  

4.2.4. The site and surrounding area is sited within a Special Landscape Area (Saved Local 

Plan Policy EN1), a non-statutory conservation designation that recognises the areas 

special environmental qualities. 

4.2.5. Therefore, based on the landscape character assessments and appraisal of the site 

characteristics outlined above, the landscape character of the site is considered to 

have a susceptibility of Medium-High and a value of Medium, resulting in an overall 

sensitivity of Medium to the change proposed on the site.  

4.2.6. The robust topography and lack of intervisibility are aspects of the landscape character 

provide important indicators that that the landscape would be able to successfully 

accommodate the proposed development without harm to the wider LCA beyond the 

distinctive edge and as such, the landscape character of the Staverton Hills LCA is 
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considered to have a susceptibility of Low-Medium and a value of Medium-High, 

resulting in an overall sensitivity of Medium. 

4.2.7. The proposal for the application site would mainly constitute a change from 

agricultural/pastoral farmland to housing. Any new development would ‘avoid any 

encroachment onto the upper slopes and summits of the isolated hills to ensure that 

their distinctive profile and character is retained’ to ensure the proposal is aligned with 

the Staverton Hills LCA landscape strategy (Page 10 of the Daventry Landscape 

Character Assessment). This parameter would avoid any alteration to the perception of 

Daventry being enclosed by wooded hills and prevent harm to the wider countryside.  

4.2.8. The majority of hedgerows, trees and Stepnell Spinney will be retained to help 

assimilate the proposed development into the landscape and protect the well-treed 

character that is typical of the LCA. 

4.2.9. The overall magnitude of impact of the site is considered to be Medium-High, and 

would include both Adverse (the replacement of open land with development) with 

have Beneficial elements (the reinstatement of an historic spinney which will 

strengthen well-treed character that is typical of the LCA). However, when considering 

the overall magnitude of the impact to the wider Staverton Hills LCA is considered to 

be Low-Medium. 

4.3. LANDSCAPE RESOURCE 

4.3.1. Development on the site would involve the loss of open farmland. However, this is not 

considered to have any significant landscape value. The landscape elements on the 

site that are of relatively greater value, including the hedgerows, ditches, and 

woodland copses, will be retained where possible.  

4.3.2. Overall, the landscape resource on the site is considered to have a susceptibility of 

Medium and a value of Low-Medium, resulting in an overall sensitivity of Medium to 

the change proposed on the site. This reflects the loss of open land (albeit of no 

significant value) alongside the ability of the masterplan to accommodate the key 

landscape features (and more valued landscape components) on the site. 

4.3.3. Although the majority of the farmland will be lost to built development, some will be 

retained as public open space and most of the more valued landscape elements on 

the site will also be retained and, where appropriate, enhanced as part of the 

proposals.  

4.3.4. The majority of hedgerows within the site will be retained and enhanced within a 

network of open spaces and green corridors running through the development.  

4.3.5. The wooded knoll Stepnell Spinney is a designated Local Wildlife Site.  
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4.3.6. Within 1km of the application site there are a number of named woodlands and 

spinneys. In particular, Staverton Wood and Staverton Clump located on the summit of 

Big Hill contains ancient woodland and ancient replanted woodland.  

4.3.7. Within the desktop study the historic spinney ‘Solitude Spinney’ location was identified 

on the site through historic mapping. The proposal seeks to reinstate the spinney with 

native woodland planting which will reference the historic woodland pattern and 

enhance the sites landscape resource with ecological and amenity benefits.  

4.3.8. On balance, the overall magnitude of impact is considered to be Medium, and would 

include both Adverse (the replacement of open land with development) with have 

Beneficial elements (the reinstatement of an historic spinney and the overall 

strengthening of the underlying landscape structure). 

4.4. VISUAL AMENITY 

4.4.1. As part of the baseline, 7 main receptor groups were identified. Representative 

viewpoints for each are set out in Figure 08. An appraisal of the sensitivity of each of 

the receptor groups to the type of development proposed is set out below, along with 

the likely magnitude of effect. 

1. Stefen Way Footbridge 

4.4.2. The Stefen Way Footbridge provides a strategic pedestrian and cycle connection over 

Stefen Way (A45) between Staverton Road and Daventry. The elevated position 

provides open views into the site over the roadside vegetation (which generally 

screens the site from adjacent housing).  

4.4.3. The main receptors are pedestrians and cyclists who will have a High susceptibility to 

the type of change proposed. However an awareness of the countryside setting will be 

partly offset by the nearby urban influences (including the existing road infrastructure, 

traffic and the proximity to Stefen Way).  

4.4.4. There is no particular value attached to the views from this receptor group, although 

due to the elevated position of the footbridge there is a raised expectation of rural 

views, particularly when heading south away from the main built up area of Daventry. 

The value is therefore considered to be Medium-High.  

4.4.5. Overall, the sensitivity of the receptor group is considered to be Medium-High, as the 

majority of receptors will be transient and using the footbridge as a link route. 

However, despite surrounding urban influences, there will be a general awareness of 

the countryside setting, characterised by the strong views towards open fields, the 

mosaic of woodlands, hedgerows and the distinctive hilltop edge.   

4.4.6. The proposed development would avoid any encroachment onto the upper slopes and 

summits of the hills and seek to protect the landscape elements that contribute to the 
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view, however development would provide an alteration to the perceived extent of 

Daventry. The magnitude of effect for these receptors is likely to be Medium-High.  

2.  Users of A361 

4.4.7. This viewpoint represents vehicular users and pedestrians along the A361. The mature 

roadside hedgerows and trees create a tunnelling effect that limit any panoramic views 

and provide a sense of enclosure along the road. 

4.4.8. The receptors on the road will have a Low susceptibility to the type of change 

proposed, due to the buffering provided by the surrounding vegetation that prevent 

views towards the site.  

4.4.9. There is no particular value attached to the views from this receptor group, the value is 

therefore considered to be Low. 

4.4.10. Overall, the sensitivity of these receptors to change is considered to be Low, due to 

the enclosed character of the road and likely transient nature of the receptor. 

4.4.11. The magnitude of effect for these receptors is likely to be Negligible, as the 

application site is not visible from this viewpoint due to intervening vegetation and 

topography. 

            3.  Users of A425 

4.4.12. This viewpoint represents vehicular users, pedestrians and residents from adjacent 

properties.  The A425 is a strategic route into Daventry from the southwest defined by 

a low well-clipped hedgerow and occasional hedgerow trees along the eastern edge 

and mature hedgerow trees to the western edge. 

4.4.13. The main receptors of the road are users of the busy road who will have a Medium 

susceptibility to the type of change proposed. The rural views would heighten 

receptors awareness of the countryside but this would be partly offset by traffic 

volume and other urban influences. There are only a small number of private dwelling 

that will be affected. 

4.4.14. There is no particular value attached to the views from this receptor group, although 

there is a slightly raised expectation of rural views. The value is therefore considered 

to be Medium. 

4.4.15. Overall the sensitivity of these receptors to the type of change proposed on the site is 

considered to be Medium-High. Due to the nature of the roadside vegetation, views 

are generally focussed towards the application site and Big Hill to provide receptors 

with a strong awareness of their rural surroundings. 
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4.4.16. The magnitude of effect for these receptors is likely to be Medium, as the application 

site is partly visible from this viewpoint but due to topography and vegetation the 

majority will be screened. 

4.  Users of public footpath along Brown Road   

4.4.17. This viewpoint is from the end of Brown Road to represent walkers using the public 

footpath. The public footpath is well used and creates an important connection 

between Daventry and the wider countryside. The view is taken adjacent to the 

Staverton Sports Park entrance where there is a substantial gap within the otherwise 

robust vegetation boundary.  

4.4.18. The receptors will have a Low-Medium susceptibility to the type of change proposed, 

as there are limited views towards the site due to the robust vegetation boundary. The 

character around the public footpath entrance is influenced by the surrounding urban 

features (adjacent Water Recycling Centre, Sports Park and road infrastructure) and 

receptors are likely to be using the footpath as a transitional route into the countryside. 

4.4.19. The Public Footpath will have a Medium value due to its designated status and 

provision of access into the surrounding countryside.   

4.4.20. Receptors from the Public Footpath are considered to have a Low sensitivity to the 

type of change proposed on site, as the designated status of the route and the nature 

of the receptor are offset by the predominantly urban setting that is generally enclosed 

by the robust vegetation boundary.   

4.4.21. The magnitude of change for these receptors is likely to be Low as there are no views 

to the application site due to the screening provided by the robust vegetation 

boundary, topography and direction of view.  

5.  Users of Jurassic Way 

4.4.22. The viewpoint from Jurassic Way represents walkers using the Public Bridleway and 

National Trail. Mature hedgerows define either side of the path and generally limit 

panoramic views to the surrounding landscape. Viewpoint 5 illustrates a break within 

the hedgerow to reveal a framed eastern view towards Big Hill and Daventry’s urban 

fringe. Industrial units form a detracting feature along the horizon and contrast with the 

surrounding landscape character. 

4.4.23. The receptors will have a High susceptibility to the type of change proposed and a 

High value due to its designated status, recreational value and provision of access into 

the surrounding countryside.  

4.4.24. Receptors from the National Trail and Public Bridleway are considered to have a High 

sensitivity to the type of change proposed on site due to the recreational value of a 

National Trail. 
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4.4.25. The magnitude of change for these receptors is likely to be Negligible as there is no 

view to the site due to the screening provided by the intervening vegetation, 

topography and distance. 

6.  Users of Borough Hill 

4.4.26. The viewpoint represents walkers and recreational users on Borough Hill. Borough Hill 

is a distinctive hill (Iron Age site and scheduled monument) that defines the eastern 

edge of Daventry. It has public access, car parking and a series of informal footpaths to 

provide passive and active recreation for a diverse range of uses. 

4.4.27. The elevated and open views over Daventry for leisure walkers around Borough Hill 

will have a High susceptibility to change and is considered to have a High value.  

4.4.28. Receptors from Borough Hill are considered to have a High sensitivity to the type of 

change proposed on site. 

4.4.29. The magnitude of change for these receptors is likely to be Low as there are only 

glimpsed views to the site due to the screening provided by the intervening 

vegetation, topography and distance. 

4.5. OVERALL VISIBILITY 

4.5.1. The natural landform and vegetation visually contain immediate and long range views 

from the site within approximately 1km study boundary (see Figure 09) and with distant 

views from of the site received from the elevated positions on Borough Hill within the 

3km study boundary. 

4.6. PROPOSED MITIGATION 

4.6.1. Mitigation provided within the masterplan includes the retention and enhancement of 

existing field boundaries, drainage corridors, tree and spinneys as integral 

components of the proposed green infrastructure running through the site.  

4.6.2. Another key feature of the emerging masterplan is the reinstatement of the historic 

spinney ‘Solitude Spinney’ through a proposed woodland copse on a localised hill to 

reflect the local landscape character. This will strengthen the wooded enclosure of the 

site but in a manner that is sympathetic in scale and appearance to the surrounding 

landscape character context. Furthermore, this tree planting would assist in mitigating 

oblique views from the north.    

4.6.3. The proposed appearance and visual condition of the new community within the wider 

landscape has also been influenced by careful analysis of local settlements and the 

identification of key features that determine a sense of local distinctiveness. This 

includes an understanding of how the edges of existing local settlements integrate 
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with the surrounding landscape and how this can influence the layout and design of 

the proposed edge of the new community. 

4.6.4. The mitigation measures proposed will help to alleviate any adverse effects to the 

landscape resource, character and visual amenity by: 

• Introducing positive landscape character elements (such as small-scale native 

woodland spinneys, the planting and enhancement of hedgerows around and 

within the site, and the retention of key open spaces as part of a green 

infrastructure network). 

• Introducing positive landscape resource elements to increase the diversity of 

landscape across the site, such as the reinforcement of hedgerows across the 

site and the establishment of wetland and improved wildlife habitats as part of 

the open space and drainage strategy. 

• Helping to assimilate the proposed built development into its landscape and 

visual context. After 15 years establishment, the proposed planting and open 

spaces will enable the new settlement to be assimilated into the Ironstone Hills 

LCT, with minimal negative consequences and a number of positive landscape 

contributions. 

4.7. SETTLEMENT SEPARATION – PROPOSED SCHEME EFFECTS 

4.7.1. The landscape and visual analysis, urban fringe analysis and site findings test in detail 

how the settlements of Daventry and Staverton are perceived and inform the 

consideration of the land needed to preserve their identity (see Figure 13).  

4.7.2. The existing landscape character acts as a strong separator between Staverton and 

Daventry. Firstly, the topography rises to the south of Daventry to form part of the 

distinctive edge composed of key wooded hills (Big Hill, Fox Hill and Newnham Hill). 

This localised change is experienced from views south towards Staverton and 

distinguishes the separation between Daventry and both Staverton and the wider rural 

landscape (protecting the Ironstone Hills LCT). Secondly, the woodlands, hedgerows 

and field boundary patterns around Staverton limit panoramic views to strengthen the 

localised change, define the hilltop and visually contain Staverton. 

4.7.3. Two key movement routes have been identified between Staverton and Daventry 

where both settlements can be perceived at various points along its length. 

4.7.4. The National Trail, to the north of Staverton, is entirely unaffected by any proposed 

development within the site as defined by the red line, as it is not visible and would not 

alter the perception of Daventry’s location or the separation between it and Staverton. 

At present, the point at which these settlements can be recognised is broadly at the 
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same point on the National Trail, however the two settlements are distinctly separate 

and no dilution of identity takes place. 

4.7.5. The more relevant movement route for the consideration of Staverton and Daventry’s 

retained identity is the A425. At present, there is a gap of around 400 metres from 

where neither the identity of Staverton and Daventry are visible. 

4.7.6. The reason for the lack of intervisibility between the settlements is a combination of 

topography (in particular the localised crest of a hill along the A425 that limits views 

southwards to Daventry) and vegetation. 

4.7.7. Future development of land within the redline will reduce the physical separation 

between Daventry and Staverton to around ~1000m. However, due to the intervening 

topography and vegetation feature, the ‘gap’ where neither the identity of Daventry 

and Staverton are perceived will remain at around 400m. 

4.7.8. Furthermore, the location of the actual ‘gap’ in the separation between the identities of 

Daventry and Staverton lies some distance to the west of the proposed Green Wedge 

allocation, from which the identity of Daventry can be perceived. The more robust, and 

actual zone protecting the identity of the settlements is land occupied by Staverton 

Clump and Big Hill to the south of the A425, and Staverton Golf Course to the north of 

the A425. We recommend the Green Wedge allocation is adjusted to reflect this (it is 

recognised in paragraph 5.6 of the Landscape Evidence Base Part D, which confirms 

that precise boundaries can be refined).  
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5. CONCLUSIONS 

5.1. INTRODUCTION 

5.1.1. This chapter provides a conclusion on the Landscape Character; Landscape Resource; 

Visual Amenity; and Settlement Separation. 

5.2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

5.2.1. The sensitivity of the landscape character is considered to be Medium with a likely 

magnitude of effect of Medium. The overall significance of effect is therefore 

anticipated to be Moderate. However, this will have both Adverse and Beneficial 

effects, due to the reinstatement of a historic spinney and the overall strengthening 

underlying landscape structure. 

5.3. LANDSCAPE RESOURCE 

5.3.1. The landscape resource is considered to have a sensitivity of Low-Medium and a likely 

magnitude of effect of Medium-High. The overall significance of effect is therefore 

anticipated to be Moderate. This will have both Adverse (some loss of landscape 

features and the loss of open fields) and Beneficial (reinstatement of a historic spinney 

and the overall strengthening underlying landscape structure) effects. 

5.4. VISUAL AMENITY 

5.4.1. The sensitivity of the majority of receptor groups surrounding the site is considered to 

be Medium-High. The magnitude of effect is likely to be High along the western edge 

of the site and from the elevated position on Stefen Way footbridge, due to the open 

boundary that allows views into the fields on the site, Medium to the north of the site 

and Low or Negligible from the south, due to the screening provided by the 

surrounding vegetation (in particular the woodlands and roadside hedgerows) and 

topography. 

5.4.2. Taking into account the relative positions of the receptors and the more exposed parts 

of the site, the significance of effect is therefore anticipated to generally be 

Substantial on visual amenity in the western/northern part of the site, and Moderate 

on visual amenity to the southern parts of the site.  

5.4.3. Initially, the nature of effect will generally be Adverse, as the development introduces 

a significant amount of built form into a predominantly rural setting. 

5.4.4. However, after a 15-year period, the mitigation elements will be fully established, and 

the likely landscape and visual effects will be substantially reduced. This includes the 

careful design and establishment of new planting along the western and southern 

edges to allow the built development to sit more comfortably into its surroundings and 

will be informed by the character of existing settlements in the locality.  
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5.5. SETTLEMENT SEPARATION  

5.5.1. The landscape and visual analysis and site findings test in detail how the settlements 

of Daventry and Staverton are perceived and inform the consideration of the land 

needed to preserve their identity, which is the core objective of the proposed Green 

Wedge designations DA4/5. 

5.5.2. Future development of land within the redline will reduce the physical separation 

between Daventry and Staverton from around 1.8km to around 1km. However, due to 

the intervening topography and vegetation, the ‘gap’ where neither the identities of 

Daventry and Staverton are perceived will remain at around 400m.  

5.5.3. As a result, the proposed development of land within the red line will extend the 

developed edge of Daventry by around 800 metres, and this will be perceived by 

users of the A425. However, as far as the perceived gap between Daventry and 

Staverton are concerned, the perceived gap remains the same as it is at present. 

5.5.4. The location of this ‘gap’ that creates the perceived separation between the identities 

of Daventry and Staverton lies to the west of the proposed Green Wedge allocations 

DA4/5, from which the identity of Daventry can already be perceived. The more robust, 

and actual area that protects the identity of the respective settlements is land occupied 

by Staverton Clump and Big Hill to the south of the A425, and Staverton Golf Course to 

the north of the A425.  

5.5.5. We therefore strongly recommend that the Green Wedge allocation is adjusted to 

reflect this finding (it is recognised in paragraph 5.6 of the Landscape Evidence Base 

Part D that precise boundaries can be refined). 

5.6. OVERALL CONCLUSION  

5.6.1. The site is located to the immediate southwest of the Stefen Way/A45 Daventry.  

5.6.2. The site sits on the lower slopes of the Ironstone Hills Landscape Character Type 

(LCT), which is an area of distinctive undulating hills.  

5.6.3. The proposed development effects on the Ironstone Hills LCT/Staverton Hills LCA, and 

the on-site landscape resource, is moderate in its significance, and includes both 

beneficial effects (due to the introduction of native woodland elements and restored 

hedgerows) and adverse effects (due to the replacement of agricultural land use with a 

new settlement).   

5.6.4. The likely visual effects of the proposed development are naturally limited by the 

topography, which forms a distinctive edge and screens the site from the wider LCT to 

the south. When considering the establishment of the proposed woodland, copses and 

hedgerows over a 15 year period, the proposed development will successfully 

assimilate into the landscape, and is unlikely to give rise to visual effects any more 
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than moderate to substantial significance for views immediately adjacent to the site, 

and slight to negligible for views beyond. The effects have beneficial elements 

(additional visual landscape structure and restoration of hedgerows) and adverse 

(some visibility of new development and infrastructure). The long-term visual effects 

are therefore highly contained and restricted to the immediate vicinity of the site. 

5.6.5. The development of land within the sites red line will not reduce the physical gap 

where neither the identity of Daventry or Staverton is visible or recognised. The actual 

recognised gap between settlements lies to the west of the proposed draft Green 

Wedge designation, and includes the local hills of Staverton Clump and Big Hill, and 

also Staverton Golf Course. 
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Figure 01: Site Location Plan
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Figure 03: Landscape Character
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Figure 04: Local Facilities and Movement
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Figure 05: Existing Vegetation
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 VIEWPOINT 01A - View from the Stefen Way Footbridge looking south west

Approximate application site extent

 VIEWPOINT 01B - View from Staverton Road looking south

Approximate application site extent
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Figure 08.1: Viewpoint Photographs 01A and 01B
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 VIEWPOINT 02 - View from A361 looking northwest

Approximate application site extent

A361Badby House

 VIEWPOINT 03 - View from A425 looking north east

Approximate application site extent
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Figure 08.2: Viewpoint Photographs 02 and 03
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 VIEWPOINT 04 - View from Browns Road looking east

Approximate application site extent
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 VIEWPOINT 05 - View from Jurassic Way looking east

Approximate application site extent
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Figure 08.3: Viewpoint Photographs 04 and 05
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 VIEWPOINT 06 - View from Borough Hill looking south west

Approximate application site extent
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 VIEWPOINT 07 - View from Knightley Way looking north east

Approximate application site extent
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Figure 08.4: Viewpoint Photographs 06 and 07
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 VIEWPOINT 08 - View from within site looking north

Approximate application site extent
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 VIEWPOINT 09 - View from within site looking north

Approximate application site extent
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Figure 08.5: Viewpoint Photographs 08 and 09
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Figure 09: Visual Envelope
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Figure 10: Viewpoint locations towards Staverton
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Figure 12.1: Viewpoint Photographs 10A and 10B

 VIEWPOINT 10A - Jurassic Way National Trail and Public Bridleway

 VIEWPOINT 10B - Jurassic Way National Trail and Public Bridleway
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Figure 12.2: Viewpoint Photographs 10C and 10D

 VIEWPOINT 10C - Jurassic Way National Trail and Public Bridleway

 VIEWPOINT 10D - Jurassic Way National Trail and Public Bridleway
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Figure 12.3: Viewpoint Photographs 11A and 11B

 VIEWPOINT 11A - Public Footpath towards Staverton

 VIEWPOINT 11B - Public Footpath towards Staverton
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Figure 12.4: Viewpoint Photographs 11C

 VIEWPOINT 11C - Public Footpath towards Staverton
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Figure 12.5: Viewpoint Photographs 12A and 12B

 VIEWPOINT 12A - Badby Lane towards Staverton

 VIEWPOINT 12B - Badby Lane towards Staverton
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Figure 12.6: Viewpoint Photographs 12C

 VIEWPOINT 12C - Badby Lane towards Staverton

St Mary’s Church, StavertonSignage Roundabout junction and associated signage
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Figure 12.7: Viewpoint Photographs 13A and 13B

 VIEWPOINT 13A - A425 towards Staverton

 VIEWPOINT 13B - A425 towards Staverton
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Figure 12.8: Viewpoint Photographs 13C and 13D

 VIEWPOINT 13C - A425 towards Staverton

 VIEWPOINT 13D - A425 towards Staverton
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PS075



Figure 12.9: Viewpoint Photographs 13E and 13F

 VIEWPOINT 13E - A425 towards Staverton

 VIEWPOINT 13F - A425 towards Staverton
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Figure 12.10: Viewpoint Photographs 14A and 14B
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 VIEWPOINT 14A - Jurassic Way National Trail and Public Bridleway

 VIEWPOINT 14B - Jurassic Way National Trail and Public Bridleway
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Figure 12.11: Viewpoint Photographs 14C and 14D

View to industrial units

View to industrial units

 VIEWPOINT 14C - Jurassic Way National Trail and Public Bridleway

 VIEWPOINT 14D - Jurassic Way National Trail and Public Bridleway
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Figure 12.12: Viewpoint Photographs 15A and 15B

 VIEWPOINT 15A - A425

 VIEWPOINT 15B - A425
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Figure 12.13: Viewpoint Photographs 15C and 15D

 VIEWPOINT 15C - A425

 VIEWPOINT 15D - A425
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Footpath to Stefen Way Stepnell Spinney Staverton Wood
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Approximate application site extent
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Methodology 

Introduction 

A1 This Appendix sets out an outline synopsis only of the Landscape and Visual 

Appraisal Technical Note methodology used in assessing the development’s 

landscape and visual effects for the proposed scheme at Daventry South West.  

General Approach 

A2 A formulaic approach to assessing effects, on both landscape resource and visual 

receptor, is not followed. This type of approach is often criticised due to its 

inflexibility, tendency to not respond to site-specific conditions and misuse – 

something that GLVIA3 has focused on.  

A3 To assist with clarity of assessment, the terms low, medium and high are used for 

susceptibility, value, sensitivity and magnitude of effect, and slight, moderate, 

substantial and very substantial in relation to significance. This assessment 

approach is supplemented by the terms ‘negligible’, and ‘not significant’ for in 

relation to significance. Nature of effect is judged to be beneficial, neutral or 

adverse.  

A4 Matrices and tables are not used to determine judgements in respect of 

sensitivity, magnitude of effect or significance, they are provided to assist in the 

communication of these matters. Assessments do not follow a strictly formulaic 

approach, for example in respect of sensitivity a leisure walker (which is a 

receptor of typically higher sensitivity to change) can have a low, medium or high 

sensitivity to a type of visual change, depending on the nature of the view, and 

their experience. Similarly, a non designated landscape could, when using fixed 

matrix based judgement, not have a high sensitivity to change, however this 

would ignore specific or detailed local qualities that might allow a landscape to be 

judged more accurately as high sensitivity. Sensitivity is particular to the type of 

change, rather than inherent. The emphasis of the assessment, therefore, relies 

on explanation of the logic behind a judgement of sensitivity, magnitude of effect 

and significance, with matrices provided only to summarise and communicate the 

various assessments considerations. 

A5 The appraisal includes reference to both ‘impact’ and ‘effect’.  ‘Impact’ is used in 

reference to the action being taken (such as vegetation loss), whereas the ‘effect’ 
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is defined as the change (beneficial or negative) that results from that action, or 

from the whole development.1 

A6 In making the assessment, the appraisal considers the maximum potential form 

and height of the Development, the representativeness of the viewpoint location 

(for example, if a ‘worst case’ condition, such as through a gap in a hedgerow, is 

not representative of the typical visual experience) and the likely seasonal effects 

on the view due to an increase or decrease in vegetation cover.  

A7 This assessment relies on professional judgement. To ensure a consistent and 

transparent approach, all judgements made are discussed and debated with at 

least one other assessor prior to being fixed.  

Landscape and Visual Baseline 

A8 The landscape and visual baseline assessment is influenced by the existing 

character based studies available.  

A9 The Site, surrounding area and identified viewpoints have been visited in autumn 

(November 2017) and winter (January 2018) conditions. 

A10 A baseline assessment process has been carried out to validate existing studies, 

and to consider in more detail the local landscape, particularly its topography, 

pattern and elements and characteristics. 

Assessing Landscape Effects 

A11 The evaluation of effects on the landscape resource initially considers the 

sensitivity of the landscape. This term is interpreted as the relative ability of a 

landscape to respond to and accommodate change of a particular type. This is 

considered by exploring the landscape’s characteristics, elements, patterns, 

importance or value/status. The ability of the landscape to receive the type of 

change proposed can be identified as being low, medium or high (see Matrix 1).  

A12 The magnitude of effect is then considered, with an assessment of the type of 

development, the extent of change, its reversibility and duration, with a 

conclusion of low, medium, high or negligible effect (see Matrix 3). 

Assessing Visual Effects 

A16 The evaluation of effects on the visual amenity considers the sensitivity of the 

viewer in regard to the type of change proposed. This is not a case of reviewing 

                                                             
1 Para 1.15 GLVIA3 
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sensitivity per se. For example, a leisure walker is a high sensitivity receptor, but 

when walking along a sunken, tree-lined corridor with few references or views 

towards a particular site, the sensitivity is very different from a leisure walker 

experiencing a direct view of a site of change. In considering the sensitivity of the 

view, the type of receptor and activity are considered, along with their visual 

expectation, the importance of the view, its popularity or volume of use and 

formal status. These factors are considered to be low, medium or high (or 

negligible where sensitivity to change would be barely perceptible) (see Matrix 2).  

A17 The magnitude of visual effect is considered in respect of the scale of 

change visible, how much this change contrasts or integrates with the existing 

view, the angle of the view to the receptor movement, the distance of the view, 

and the extent of which the change occupies the view. All of these factors are 

considered to contribute towards a low, medium or high magnitude of effect (or 

negligible where the effect is barely perceptible) (see Matrix 3). 

Assessing Settlement Separation 

A18 The method to establish the perceived identity of each settlement (of 

Daventry and Staverton) is directly informed by where the receptor would receive 

indications that they were approaching the settlement.  

 

A19 The first stage was to identify the key movement routes towards the 

respective settlements. The second stage involved a site visit to select 

representative viewpoints demonstrating the visual experience when moving 

along these routes.  The visual experience was considered through the 

identification of potential indicators of when the receptor would become aware of 

the identities of Staverton/ Daventry, through a combination of views, urbanised 

features or a change in landscape character and/or pattern.  

 

A20 The third stage included an analysis of potential change to the 

perceived identity of the existing settlements should development of land within 

the redline of Daventry South West take place. This process considered the scale, 

contrast and the extent of any physical change from the representative 

viewpoints that informed where the respective settlements are currently 

perceived.  
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Assessment Matrices 
 
The following matrices summarise the assessment considerations and judgements 

made in respect of sensitivity and magnitude of effect for both visual and landscape 

effects.  

 
Matrix 1 - Landscape Sensitivity 
 

 Susceptibility   Value 

High 

Consideration of the landscape structure, 
including its characteristics and elements, to 
identify the capacity of the landscape to receive 
change without undue consequences leads to 
the conclusion that the landscape has high 
susceptibility to the type and degree of change 
proposed on the site. 

Consideration of the condition of the landscape, 
its scenic quality, rarity, representiveness, 
conservation interest, recreational value, 
perceptual aspects and other associations leads 
to the conclusion that the landscape has high 
value. These landscapes are expected to have 
national designation, or demonstrate very high 
local value. 

Medium 

Consideration of the landscape structure, 
including its characteristics and elements, to 
identify the capacity of the landscape to receive 
change without undue consequences leads to 
the conclusion that the landscape has medium 
susceptibility to the type and degree of change 
proposed on the site.                        

Consideration of the condition of the landscape, 
its scenic quality, rarity, representiveness, 
conservation interest, recreational value, 
perceptual aspects and other associations leads 
to the conclusion that the landscape has 
medium value.   
These landscapes are expected to have a local 
designation/policy or notable landscape 
elements of recognised value.  

Low 

Consideration of the landscape structure, 
including its characteristics and elements, to 
identify the capacity of the landscape to receive 
change without undue consequences leads to 
the conclusion that the landscape has low 
susceptibility to the type and degree of change 
proposed on the site. 

Consideration of the condition of the landscape, 
its scenic quality, rarity, representiveness, 
conservation interest, recreational value, 
perceptual aspects and other associations leads 
to the conclusion that the landscape has some 
value but it is categorised as being low. These 
landscapes are not expected to have formal, 
character or quality based designations. 

Negligible 

Consideration of the landscape structure, 
including its characteristics and elements, to 
identify the capacity of the landscape to receive 
change without undue consequences, leads to 
the conclusion that the landscape has negligible 
susceptibility to the type and degree of change 
proposed. 

Consideration of the condition of the landscape, 
its scenic quality, rarity, representiveness, 
conservation interest, recreational value, 
perceptual aspects and other associations leads 
to the conclusion that the landscape has 
negligible or no value. 
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Matrix 2- Visual Sensitivity 
 
 
 

  Susceptibility Value 

High 

Consideration of the receptor type, activity and 
expectation, and frequency of use leads to the 
conclusion that the viewer would have high 
susceptibility to the type and degree of change 
proposed to the view.  

Consideration of the formal status of the view, 
reference to the view in published literature and 
visitor information leads to the conclusion that the 
view has high value.  
Such views are expected to be specifically identified 
in planning documentation or local guides. 

Medium 

Consideration of the receptor type, activity and 
expectation, and frequency of use leads to the 
conclusion that the viewer would have medium 
susceptibility to the type and degree of change 
proposed to the view.  

Consideration of the formal status of the view, 
reference to the view in published literature and 
visitor information leads to the conclusion that the 
view has medium value. Such views might be 
located within a designated area identified in 
planning documentation or local guides or be 
subject to policies that indicate their value. 

Low 

Consideration of the receptor type, activity and 
expectation, and frequency of use leads to the 
conclusion that the viewer would have low 
susceptibility to the type and degree of change 
proposed to the view. 

Consideration of the formal status of the view, 
reference to the view in published literature and 
visitor information leads to the conclusion that the 
view has some value but it is categorised as being 
low.   
Such views are unlikely to be identified in planning 
documentation or local guides. 

Negligible 

Consideration of the receptor type, activity and 
expectation, and frequency of use leads to the 
conclusion that the viewer has negligible 
susceptibility to the type of change proposed 
to the view. 

Consideration of the formal status of the view, 
reference to the view in published literature and 
visitor information leads to the conclusion that the 
view has negligible or no value.  
Such views are highly unlikely to be identified in 
planning documentation or local guides. 
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Matrix 3 – Magnitude 
 
 
 

 Visual Landscape 

 
 
 
High 

Consideration of the scale, contrast, 
integration and extent of visual change, 
along with assessment of the angle of 
change to the viewer, and the distance of 
the view, leads to the conclusion that the 
magnitude of visual effect is high. 
 

Consideration of the scale, contrast, 
integration and extent of physical change 
leads to the conclusion that the magnitude 
of landscape effect is high. 
 
 

 
 
 
Medium 

Consideration of the scale, contrast, 
integration and extent of visual change, 
along with assessment of the angle of 
change to the viewer, and the distance of 
the view, leads to the conclusion that the 
magnitude of visual effect is medium. 
 

Consideration of the scale, contrast, 
integration and extent of physical change 
leads to the conclusion that the magnitude 
of landscape effect is medium 

 
 
 
Low 

Consideration of the scale, contrast, 
integration and extent of visual change, 
along with assessment of the angle of 
change to the viewer, and the distance of 
the view, leads to the conclusion that the 
magnitude of visual effect is low. 
 

Consideration of the scale, contrast, 
integration and extent of physical change 
leads to the conclusion that the magnitude 
of landscape effect is low. 

 
 
 
Negligible 

Consideration of the scale, contrast, 
integration and extent of visual change, 
along with assessment of the angle of 
change to the viewer, and the distance of 
the view, leads to the conclusion that the 
magnitude of visual effect is negligible. 
 

Consideration of the scale, contrast, 
integration and extent of physical change 
leads to the conclusion that the magnitude 
of landscape effect is negligible. 
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