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Section 1 
 Introduction and Scope 

 
 

Introduction  
 

1.1 The Environmental Dimension Partnership Limited (EDP), an established and independent 
multi-disciplinary environmental planning consultancy providing expert advice to public and 
private bodies in the fields of landscape, ecology and protected species, archaeology and 
cultural heritage, masterplanning and arboricultural matters.  
 

1.2 EDP is a Registered Practice of the Landscape Institute and a corporate member of IEMA. 
The practice represents clients with land and development interests throughout the UK.  
 

1.3 Since the formation of the business in 2005, EDP have been commissioned to provide 
environmental planning inputs to over 1,500 development-related projects across the UK, 
and as a team are working on over 200 residential related development projects in England 
and Wales at any one time. We specialise in the consideration of the development interests 
of land through the entire planning and development process – based on analysis of 
environmental receptors, design and mitigation, assessment of effects and 
implementation.  
 
 
Knowledge of Site and Context 

  
1.4 Following instruction in 2017, EDP has provided landscape, ecology and heritage advice to 

from the outset of the design and promotion process. Furthermore, as part of the call for 
sites, EDP has attended a design review panel organised by Daventry District Council 
(DDC). Appendices EDP 1 and 2 contain information produced by EDP in relation to the 
site as part of the local plan process. 
 
 
Assessing Landscape Change – Some Fundamentals 
 

1.5 All development on ‘greenfield’ land, such as that of Drayton Gate Farm, involves 
substantial change. All too often, change is assessed predominantly (or even exclusively) 
in terms of ‘what we see’, focusing on loss of openness and change to visual character, 
which is presumed harmful where development replaces open space.  
 

1.6 The concept of ‘landscape’, however, embraces much more than its openness and 
appearance. The European Landscape Convention (ELC), to which the UK is a signatory, 
defines landscape thus: 
 
“Landscape is an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action 
and interaction of natural and/ or human factors”. 
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1.7 The GLVIA 31, paragraph 2.4, reminds us that the importance of the ELC definition is that 
it: 
 
“…moves beyond the idea that landscape is only a matter of aesthetics and visual 
amenity”. 
 

1.8 Landscape assessment requires that proposed changes are assessed holistically in two 
important respects: 
 
 First, in terms of all dimensions of the landscape resource. Those other dimensions 

include whether the site has historical or cultural relevance, its habitats, its landscape 
fabric and its long-term management. Loss of openness and change to visual 
character may be counterbalanced by neutral or even positive impacts on other 
dimensions of the landscape resource (such as enhancements to biodiversity, or 
mitigation of existing landscape detractors), which needs to be factored into overall 
landscape judgements; and 
 

 Second, by recognising that the landscape is not just the open land beyond the 
settlement boundary (on which published landscape character assessments usually 
focus) but includes the settlements themselves. This affects the assessment of 
whether the ‘change’ brought about by a development proposal is appropriate with 
regards to the landscape and/or settlement edge context. 

 
1.9 These matters are relevant to the assessments made later in this document. 

 
 
Scope 

  
1.10 This report addresses the landscape matters embedded in the emerging ‘Green Wedge’ 

(Policy ENV3) from the emerging Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2) as set 
out below:  
 
“To protect the identity, character and setting of settlements within the areas that fringe 
Daventry and Northampton proposals within the Green Wedges will be required to 
demonstrate that they would maintain: 
 
i. The physical and visual separation between settlements; and 
 

ii. The openness around settlements and their settings.” 
 

1.11 Having regard to the findings of EDP’s site assessment and all the available background 
material, there are three main ‘issues’ that are central to the consideration of landscape 
and visual matters in relation to this policy. 
 
 

                                                 
1  ‘Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment’, 3rd Edition, Landscape Institute and IEMA, 2013 

(paragraph 2.4) 
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Issue 1: The Status of the Land in Policy Terms and the Appropriateness of the Proposed 
Policy ENV3  
 

1.12 In addressing this matter, the assessment considers whether the intrinsic landscape value 
of the site is such that development should be precluded as a matter of principle. It 
considers, inter alia, the site’s condition, appearance and representativeness. The 
assessment demonstrates that the site is not worthy of designation in landscape terms, 
unremarkable in terms of its landscape fabric, and not especially representative of the 
valued aspects of its host landscape type. 
 
 
Issue 2: Effects on Landscape Character and Appearance of the Countryside and the 
Landscape Setting of Daventry and Braunston 
 

1.13 In light of the emerging landscape base, the assessment considers what the character of 
the site is, together with its landscape context. 
 

1.14 What are the sensitivities of this landscape, and what is its capacity to accommodate 
change? Does the open countryside in this location at the edge of Daventry possess a 
‘distinctive’ and ‘attractive’ character, and would development here, on the scale proposed 
and with regard to appropriately embedded landscape mitigation, undermine the valued 
attributes of this landscape? What is the likely level of harm that will result from the 
development of the site, and what weight should be attached to the proposed changes to 
the character and appearance of the area? 
 

1.15 Would the proposals adversely affect the wider landscape setting (and that of Braunston) 
to such an extent that it would be a material consideration in the determination of any 
application? If so, what weight should be attached to this harm? 
 
 
Issue 3: Effects on Visual Amenity, including the Perceived Separated between Daventry 
and Braunston 
 

1.16 With further regard to the emerging Policy ENV3, to what extent would development of the 
site adversely affect the visual amenities of the area? What is the impact on the visual 
amenity of receptors within Braunston? 
 
 
Structure of Assessment 
 

1.17 This assessment is structured in three further parts: 
 
 Section 2 contains a summary of background and context relevant to the 

consideration of landscape issues; 
 
 Section 3 sets out an appraisal of the key landscape and visual matters, and 

addresses Issues 1 to 3; and 
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 In Section 4, a summary and overall conclusion. 
 

1.18 This document is complemented by the appended plans, key views and appendices 
containing selected material drawn from the emerging evidence base and augmented with 
photographs, photomontages, plans, analysis and published material of relevance to 
landscape matters. 
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Section 2 
The Promotion Site 

 
 

 Site’s Character and Context 
  
2.1 The location of the promotion site is illustrated at Plan EDP 1 – including its proximity to 

the administrative boundaries of DDC.  
 

2.2 The site boundaries and local features and designations of relevance to landscape matters 
are set out on Plan EDP 2 – critically, the urban edge of Daventry and Braunston to the 
west.  
 
Landscape Character Context 
 
Landscape Context – Daventry Landscape Character Assessment (2017) 
 

2.3 The Daventry Landscape Character Assessment divides the district into broad landscape 
character types (LCTs) and more detailed landscape character areas (LCAs). The site falls 
within one LCT, LCT13 ‘Undulating Hills and Valleys’. In terms of LCAs, the site similarly falls 
within one, LCA 13b ‘Daventry’. 
 

2.4 The character of the site and its immediate surroundings is generally consistent with the 
published assessment outlined above, particularly in relation to the variation in field sizes 
and frequency of woodland.   
 

2.5 The site comprises an area of approximately 36 hectares (ha) adjacent to the north-western 
edge of Daventry and broadly consists of four field parcels as illustrated on Plan EDP 2. 
Field boundaries mainly consist of mature and over-mature hedgerows with trees, the 
intactness of which varies. The existing settlement edge and in particular the industrial 
units within Drayton Fields to the south, exert an audible and perceptual urbanising 
influence on the site. 
 
Visual Context  
 

2.6 The analysis of views has been updated for the purposes of this assessment and is 
illustrated at Proof Plans WG3. 
 

2.7 The assessment process has been further underpinned by a wireline photomontage 
exercise from two ‘key’ locations (one within the vicinity of Braunston; and one from the 
Jurassic Way) on the basis that views from these locations inform the consideration of the 
key receptors that will be affected by the proposals. These views are set out at 
Key Views WG A and B, and the locations are set out on Plan EDP 3.  
 

2.8 For each viewpoint, the following scenarios have been produced: 
 
 Existing view; and 
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 Proposed view (at year 1 and 15). 
 

2.9 These views have been selected to explore two principal facets that relate to the manner 
in which any proposals will be perceived in the landscape: 
 
i. Recreational users of the promoted route Jurassic Way (Key Views WG A); and 
 
ii. Receptors within the fringe of Braunston (Key View WG B). 

 
2.10 The photomontages have been produced in accordance with best practice guidance to 

ensure an appropriate degree of accuracy with regard to building heights and any 
landscape proposals. The images allow a visual representation of the proposals to be 
presented within a photograph such that interested parties can better comprehend the 
anticipated visual effects of the scheme.  
 

2.11 The illustrations represent development for heights up to 16m which is consistent with the 
surrounding built context.  
 

2.12 The species, form and height of new tree and native hedgerow/shrub planting include a 
consideration of the planting specification, management objectives and growth rates 
based on published sources and professional experience. The wirelines therefore illustrate 
development at Year 15 once new planting has reached an intermediate level of maturity.  
 
Topography 
 

2.13 The topography of the site and the local context is illustrated on Plan EDP 4. This shows 
the location of the existing units on more elevated ground.  
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Section 3 
Key Matters for Consideration 

 
 
The Status of the Land in Policy Terms and the Appropriateness of the Proposed 
Policy ENV3 
 

3.1 This policy does not constitute the protection of a local space; its implementation is to act 
as a spatial planning tool. In landscape terms, the land parcels are abutted by commercial 
development along the eastern side, along the north-western boundary by mature 
vegetation. The north-eastern boundary is formed by a maturing belt of strategic 
landscaping which provides both a defensible boundary and separation from the rolling 
landscape which acts to preserve both the separation and individual characteristics of 
Daventry and Braunston. A single PRoW constitutes the eastern boundary, which, due to 
the containment is one of the few locations where the field parcel is visible. In the wider 
context, and as discussed below, this field is largely contained visually. Were it to be 
developed there is no foreseeable reason why it would materially extend in either the 
spatial or visual footprint further to the west.  
 

3.2 The Government’s overarching advice on planning matters is set out in the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), which identifies a hierarchy of landscape with differing 
values in the planning balance: 

i. Greater weight is attached to ‘valued landscapes’. Paragraph 109 states that such 
landscape should be ‘protected and enhanced’. Valued landscapes are not defined 
but case law has clarified that valued landscapes are not the same as designated 
landscapes2; and 

ii. Greater weight again is attached to nationally designated landscapes. The 
Framework’s paragraph 115 directs that “Great weight should be given to conserving 
landscape and scenic beauty in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, which have the highest status of protection in relation to landscape 
and scenic beauty.” 

 
3.3 The status of landscapes in this hierarchy affects the weight to be afforded in the planning 

balance to land use change, such that (at the top end) there is a ‘presumption against’ 
change for major development in National Parks except in exceptional circumstances 
(NPPF paragraph 115). By the same token, change to undesignated, unvalued landscapes 
must weigh least in the planning balance. 
 
 
What is the Landscape Value of the Site? 
 

3.4 The Government’s overarching advice on planning matters is set out in the Framework, 
which sets out at paragraph 8 (c) that the planning system’s role from an environmental 
sense perspective should be to “contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built 

                                                 
2  High Court reference CO/4082/2014. Stroud District Council v Secretary of State. 
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and historic environment; including making effective use of land, helping to improve 
biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, minimising waste and pollution, and 
mitigating and adapting to climate change, including moving to a low carbon economy”.  
 

3.5 The Framework goes on to identify a hierarchy of landscapes with differing values in the 
planning balance, as follows: 

 
i. Paragraph 109 (b) reminds us that all landscapes have some intrinsic value that 

should be ‘recognised’ in decision-taking and when establishing planning policies; 
 

ii. Greater weight is attached to ‘valued landscapes’. Paragraph 109 (a) states that such 
landscapes should be ‘protected and enhanced’. Valued landscapes are not defined 
in the Framework. but case law has provided some clarification that valued landscapes 
are not the same as designated landscapes3; and 

 
iii. Greater weight again is attached to nationally designated landscapes. The 

Framework’s paragraph 115 directs that:  
 

“Great weight should be given to conserving and enhancing landscape and scenic 
beauty in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which 
have the highest status of protection in relation to these issues. The conservation and 
enhancement of wildlife and cultural heritage are also important considerations in 
these areas and should be given great weight in National Parks and the Broads. The 
scale and extent of development within these designated areas should be limited. 
Planning permission should be refused for major development other than in 
exceptional circumstances, and where it can be demonstrated that the development 
is in the public interest. Consideration of such applications should include an 
assessment of:  

 
a)  The need for the development, including in terms of any national considerations, 

and the impact of permitting it, or refusing it, upon the local economy;  
 
b) The cost of, and scope for, developing outside the designated area, or meeting 

the need for it in some other way; and  
 
c)  Any detrimental effect on the environment, the landscape and recreational 

opportunities, and the extent to which that could be moderated.”  
 

3.6 The status of landscapes in this hierarchy affects the weight to be afforded in the planning 
balance to land use change, such that (at the top end) there is a ‘presumption against’ 
change for major development in National Parks except in exceptional circumstances 
(paragraph 115). By the same token, change to undesignated landscapes, or landscapes 
with limited demonstrable value, should weigh least in the planning balance. 
 

3.7 Having ‘value’ and being a ‘valued landscape’ are not one and the same. The NPPF does 
not define ‘valued landscapes’. However, a number of appeal decisions since the 

                                                 
3 High Court reference CO/4082/2014. Stroud District Council v Secretary of State 

PS091



Drayton Gate Farm, Daventry  
Representations in respect of Landscape Matters 

edp3630_r002b 

 

9 

publication of the previous NPPF (in which the concept of ‘valued landscapes’ was 
introduced) have sought to clarify the position. 
 

3.8 For example, the objective of paragraph 109 of the Framework was addressed by 
Inspector Pope4 in his decision at St Austell: 
 
“26. While some residents consider the appeal site to be an attractive area of countryside, 
all landscapes have some value. From everything that I have seen, heard and read, this 
[…] land is rather unremarkable and there is no cogent evidence to substantiate the LPA’s 
argument that it forms part of a valued landscape to which para 109 of the Framework 
applies. There is great force in the appellant’s argument that unless some objective 
landscape assessment is undertaken, arguments concerning valued landscapes could be 
applied to all sites where development is proposed. This in turn would be likely to frustrate 
the Government’s objective to boost significantly the supply of housing.” (my emphasis, 
bold)  
 

3.9 It can (and has) been argued that any piece of land can claim to be of such elevated value 
(for a variety of reasons) to fall under the auspices of paragraph 109 (a); however, the 
matter of what comprises a ‘valued landscape’ has previously been considered at Appeal5  
, in the case of Inspector Spencer, he concluded: 
 
“I find merit in the submission that to be of value, the landscape needs to be something 
more than the ordinary. I therefore generally share the assessment of the appellant that 
the landscape at the appeal location has a primarily local value. Accordingly, it is my 
judgment, based on the evidence before me, that the appeal site does not form part of a 
‘valued landscape’ which would benefit from specific protection in accordance with 
paragraph 109 of the NPPF.” (my emphasis, bold) 
 

3.10 This same issue has been covered in more recent appeal decisions, including the very 
recent appeal decision at Cleve Park in Thornbury6, where the Inspector concluded on this 
matter as follows: 
 
“40. At the Inquiry, though not in its reasons for refusal, the Council sought to promote the 
site as being a valued landscape within the terms of paragraph 109 of the Framework. I 
am not convinced by this argument as the landscape is ordinary. The site is pleasant 
agricultural land with a fair degree of public access, albeit that the public access is limited 
and restricted to the public footpaths. In coming to my opinion I have had regard to the 
conclusions of the Inspector in the Pocklington Decision (ID20) who referred to case law 
and Inspectors’ decisions which had identified that for the purposes of the Framework the 
term ‘valued’ means something more than popular.” 
 
“41. That is not to say that the landscape is not valued by those who live nearby and use 
the footpaths. Indeed, there is no doubt, based upon the evidence of local residents, that 

                                                 
4 Appeal Ref: APP/D0840/A/14/2222789 (decision January 2015) 
5 Appeal Ref: APP/X1118/A/14/2224465 (decision May 2015) 
6 Appeal Ref: APP/P0119/W/17/3182296 (decision May 2018) 
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it is valued. However, for it to be valued within the terms of the Framework, it would need 
to possess something, such as physical attributes, that raise it above the ordinary. This 
site is attractive landscape but it does not display any unusual characteristics and is not 
designated in any adopted plan. For the purposes of the Framework, therefore, there is no 
conflict with paragraph 109.” 
 

3.11 It is clear then, that being outside an existing settlement boundary, and having some 
features of value, is not the same as possessing landscape value worthy of the ‘protect 
and enhance’ status afforded to valued landscapes under paragraph 109 (a) of the 
Framework. As stated by Inspector Pope in the St Austell decision, unless some objective 
assessment is undertaken of the valued characteristics, arguments about whether a 
landscape should be protected could be applied to any and all land outside of settlement 
boundaries.    
 

3.12 The GLVIA 3 assists in delivering a framework for an objective landscape assessment of 
value. Box 5.1 on page 84 of GLVIA 3 identifies eight criteria relevant to the judgements 
about landscape value. These criteria are reproduced in the table below, with observations 
alongside, based on the published Landscape Character Assessments and from field 
assessment. For each of the eight criteria, the site is judged and the contribution made by 
its wider landscape setting, on the basis of a range from ‘good’, through ‘ordinary’ to ‘poor’, 
in terms of the site’s context and performance against these criteria. 
 
Table EDP 3.1: Assessment against criteria in Box 5.1 of GLVIA 3  

GLVIA Value Criteria  My Observations   
Landscape quality: a measure of the 
physical state of the landscape. It may 
include the extent to which typical 
character is represented, the intactness 
of the landscape and the condition of 
individual elements. 

Ordinary – An unremarkable collection of small-scale 
field enclosed by hedgerows which accords to a 
limited degree to the host LCA. 

Scenic quality: the term used to 
describe landscape that appeals 
primarily to the senses (primarily but not 
necessarily exclusively to the visual 
senses). 

Ordinary to Poor – As illustrated by Plan EDP 3, the 
site is well-contained to many aspects by development 
and off-site trees, which limit intervisibility with the 
surrounding landscape. Furthermore, it must be 
recognised that the amenity of the views toward the 
site is significantly affected by the existing commercial 
units, which exerts a strong influence on the scenic 
quality of the site. 

Rarity: The presence of rare features 
and elements in the landscape or the 
presence of a rare landscape character 
type. 

Poor – There are no rare features within the site. 

Representativeness: whether the 
landscape contains a particular 
character, and/or features and 
elements which are considered 
particularly important examples. 

Ordinary - As set out in Section 2, the site is 
considered to have at best an ordinary affinity to the 
distinctive qualities of the host LCA. 
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GLVIA Value Criteria  My Observations   
Conservation interests: the presence of 
features of wildlife, earth science or 
archaeological or historical and cultural 
interest can add to the value of a 
landscape as well as having value in 
their own right. 

Ordinary to Poor – There is no known archaeological, 
ecological or historical and cultural conservation 
interest on the site. 

Recreation value: evidence that the site 
is valued for recreation activity where 
experience of the landscape is 
important. 

Poor – Whilst it is accepted that the site makes a 
limited contribution to the scenic qualities of the area 
as undeveloped agricultural land, the site has no 
public access.  

Perceptual aspects: a landscape may 
be valued for its perceptual qualities, 
notably wildness and/or tranquillity. 

Ordinary to Poor – The site has no notable perceptual 
qualities; any sense of tranquillity is diminished by the 
adjoining land use. 

Associations: some landscapes are 
associated with particular people such 
as artists or writers, or events in history 
that contribute to perceptions of natural 
beauty in the area. 

Poor – There are no other known cultural or historical 
associations.  

 
3.13  Having assessed the site in accordance with GLVIA 3 Box 5.1, there is no reason to 

conclude that the site, overall, is of more than ‘ordinary’ landscape value.  
 

3.14  GLVIA 3 paragraph 5.26 makes clear that “The fact that an area of landscape is not 
designated either nationally or locally does not mean that it does not have any value”. 
However, as I have set out above, I can discern no robust basis for the site to be considered 
a ‘valued landscape’ in the sense of paragraph 109 of the NPPF.  
 

3.15 Moreover, there exists, no evidence to suggest that further weight should be attached to 
the ‘policy significance’ of the site derived from the use or enjoyment of this area by local 
residents or any other stakeholder.  
 
 
Interim Conclusion 
 

3.16 The strict application of Policy ENV3 might be perceived to amount to an injunction against 
all development that does not strictly ‘protect’ the landscape – and in this sense, appear 
to elevate all areas of countryside and on the edge of settlements to the status afforded 
‘valued landscapes’ under paragraph 109 of the NPPF (the basic requirement for 
‘protection’ being one and the same). 
 

3.17 Based on the assessment above, the site lies towards the lower end of the hierarchy of 
landscape value afforded consideration and subject only to the ‘recognition’ (rather than 
explicit protection).  
 

3.18 In this context, the application of the ‘protect’ aspects of Policy ENV3 cannot be a practical 
or logical interpretation of the hierarchy of values and related levels of protection intended 
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by the NPPF, nor the required balance between landscape and the other (social and 
economic) dimensions of sustainable development. 
 

3.19  Overall, there is no reason to conclude that the site is of more than ordinary landscape 
value, nor should it receive any elevated status beyond that intrinsic to all open countryside 
– an objective which is to be balanced with the other objectives of the Framework when 
read as a whole. Its intrinsic value in a landscape sense does not preclude development, 
nor interrupt the presumption in favour of sustainable development. 
 
 
Issue 2: Effects on Landscape Character and Appearance of the Countryside and the 
Landscape Setting of Daventry and Braunston 
 
The Character of the Site and its Landscape Context 
 

3.20 In assessing the impact of the potential development, it firstly needs to be established 
whether the landscape character of the site and its context is ‘distinctive’ and identify 
whether there are any ‘key features’ that might be affected by the proposals. 
 

3.21 The site’s character and context are outlined above, and therefore only the salient points 
are discussed here. 
 

3.22 It is recognised that the site is in agricultural use, which is in contrast with the adjoining 
land use of Drayton Fields to the east. The site is generally well-contained by vegetative 
boundaries, most specifically to the north and west. 
 

3.23 Being under intensive agriculture, it is recognised that the most notable and distinctive 
attributes of the site, are its undeveloped agricultural character, and treed hedgerow 
boundaries, its relative visual containment (to many aspects), and its spatial proximity to 
the existing development at Drayton Fields. 
 
 
What are the Sensitivities of this Landscape, and what is its Capacity to Accommodate 
Change? 
 

3.24 The site contains no features that are noteworthy of protection; furthermore, development 
would afford the opportunity for additional green infrastructure. The site is well-contained 
by woodland to the north, existing development to the east, the A45 to the south and the 
maturing tree belt along the site’s western boundary. Furthermore, due to the influence of 
the adjoining commercial units, it could be said that the site more closely ‘belongs’ to the 
village than the wider rural context.  
 
 
Effect on the Character and Appearance of the Countryside and the Setting to Daventry 

  
3.25 Should the site be developed, upon completion, its character will be changed from a 

collection of fields to commercial development incorporating open space and new tree 
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planting. The site will thereafter form a constituent element of Daventry (including its 
peripheral structural landscapes and open spaces). 
 

3.26 The proposed development will marginally reduce the quantum of ‘open countryside’ to the 
west of Daventry. Due to the site’s context, however, the prevailing settlement pattern will 
be maintained. 

 
3.27 The development would introduce additional built form (but within the same visual 

envelope) on limited extents of the Public Right of Way (PRoW) network. The visual 
characteristics from the wider landscape (and Braunston) towards Daventry would be 
unchanged. 

 
3.28 Within the local context of the LCA, the development proposal would inevitably change the 

character of the landscape within a discrete geographical area. However, any development 
within this area will be set against, and perceived as contiguous with, the current 
settlement edge of Daventry.  
 

3.29 As almost any greenfield development is likely to be at the settlement edge, and therefore 
will be located within the ‘setting’ of the settlement, the suggestion that development in 
such locations is, in principle, ‘unacceptable’ is non-sequitur.  

 
 
Issue 3: Effects on Visual Amenity, including the Perceived Separation between 
Daventry and Braunston 
 

3.30 Development of the nature proposed would be viewed in a variety of orientations, 
proximities and wider visual contexts. However, in each case, the development would be 
viewed in the context of the existing settlement edge of Daventry to the east. 

 
 

Local Views 
 

3.31 Photomontages for Key Views WG A and B demonstrate how the scheme would appear in 
selected local views, in each case set against the existing edge of Daventry. 
 
Recreational Users of Jurassic Way 
 

3.32 Unsurprisingly, considering the proximity of this footpath to the site, development would be 
visible for sections of users of this route having crossed the A45. In these views, and as 
illustrated by Key View A the existing development at Drayton Fields form a prominent 
feature in the view, therefore, the proposed development would be viewed as part of, and 
partly screening the existing settlement edge. In the long term, maturation of the landscape 
scheme would integrate the proposed development into the strongly treed and enclosed 
landscape context at the edge of Daventry.  
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Settlement Edge of Braunston 
 
3.33 Key View WG B is a long distance elevated view from the edge of Braunston, from which, 

much of the site appears contained within a strongly treed setting. Much of the site is not 
apparent in this view due to the screening effect of trees and hedgerows. The existing 
development at Drayton Fields to the east of the site is visible, albeit partly screened by 
intervening trees. 
 

3.34 In this context, the photomontages illustrate that the proposals would appear as a small-
scale extension to Daventry. In the longer term, the maturing landscape proposals on the 
edges of the site would create a strong structural framework that would contain and soften 
the new development and provide a green framework separating Daventry from the 
surrounding landscape context and Braunston.   
 

3.35 Most importantly, and with regard to Braunston, the above evidence and the analysis 
contained at Plan EDP 3 demonstrates that development of the site would not result in a 
material change to the visual character of local context. As discussed below, this change 
would not be so sufficient to materially harm the sense of separation or settlement identity 
between Braunston and Daventry. 
 
 
Settlement Separation  

 
3.36 Having undertaken a measurement exercise of the Policies Map, analysis shows that 

proposed green wedge that forms land unit DA1 is 83ha. Self-evidently, these proposed 
designations represent extensive tracks of land. Development of the field parcels within 
the site could, at worst, have only a small reduction in the ‘gap’ between Daventry and 
Braunston. A separation distance of at least 1.49km would remain. Furthermore, should 
the site come forward, it is recommended that the existing trees and hedgerows are 
retained and where possible enhanced with gap planting. Enhancement of the existing 
structural tree/woodland planting along the north-western boundary would contain 
development, contribute to the existing development edge and provide biodiversity 
enhancement.  
 

3.37 As a minimum, and regardless of any forthcoming development allocation, it is suggested 
that the Green Wedge Policy area is redrawn as shown on Plan EDP 5. Clearly this site does 
not contribute to the objective of preventing coalescence, it would result in a marginal 
decrease in the ‘gap’ and as illustrated by Plan EDP 3 would result in a very marginal 
increase in the visual envelope.  
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Section 4 
Summary 

 
  

Issue 1: The Status of the Land in Policy Terms and the Appropriateness of the Proposed 
Policy ENV3  

  
4.1 The site is not subject to any national or local landscape designations.  

 
4.2 Having appraised the site in accordance with national standards for the assessment for 

landscape value, there is no reason to conclude that the site, overall, is of more than 
‘ordinary’ value. In the national context, the site lies towards the lower end of the hierarchy 
of landscape value afforded consideration under the NPPF, subject only to the ‘recognition’ 
(rather than explicit protection). 
 
 
Issue 2: Effects on Landscape Character and Appearance of the Countryside and the 
Landscape Setting of Daventry and Braunston 
 

4.3 Development of the site would have no material effect on existing landscape fabric of 
significant value – impacts being restricted to the loss of an area of arable land and, most 
likely, some section of hedgerows and trees. In contrast to the low level of harm to fabric, 
development could allow for new and extensive hedgerow, woodland and complementary 
areas of standard/specimen trees set within habitat-rich grassland around the site’s 
periphery.  
 

4.4 Notwithstanding the loss of openness on the site and change to visual character, the 
proposals could work in sympathy with existing woodland at the fringes of Daventry. 
Collectively, these features will provide a cohesive and varied structure of green 
infrastructure that significantly screens and filters views of the settlement area, with 
consequential benefits for the character of the adjoining rural landscape. 
 
 
Issue 3: Effects on Visual Amenity, including the Perceived Separated between Daventry 
and Braunston 

4.5 Any development on the site would be viewed in a variety of orientations, proximities and 
wider visual contexts. However, in each case, the development would be viewed in the 
context of the existing settlement edge of Daventry to the east, including the existing units 
at Drayton Fields, which are ever-present in views from elevated locations to the north.  

 
4.6 With regard to the potential views from Braunston, the analysis demonstrates that, 

although any proposals would result in change to the visual character of site, this change 
would not be so sufficient to materially change the perception of Daventry in views from 
Branston. 
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Conclusions 
 

4.7 The change of open land to built form in this location is not, by definition, harmful to the 
landscape resource (as opposed to the site in isolation). ‘Harm’ to landscape character 
arises from either: (a) being in an inappropriate place; or (b) through inappropriate design 
and appearance. Neither of these criteria apply to the proposed development, which 
capitalises on opportunities to reinforce the structural qualities of the landscape. 
 

4.8 Review of emerging Planning Policy and Designations finds the site is constrained by 
emerging Green Wedge policy. This policy does not constitute the protection of a local 
space, its implementation is to act as a spatial planning tool. In landscape terms, the land 
parcels are abutted by commercial development and along the eastern side, along the 
north-western boundary by mature vegetation. The north-eastern boundary is formed by a 
maturing belt of strategic landscaping, which provides both a defensible boundary and 
separation from the rolling landscape and acts to preserve both the separation and 
individual characteristics of Daventry and Braunston. A single PRoW constitutes the 
eastern boundary, which, due to the containment is one of the few locations where the field 
parcel is visible. In the wider context, this field is largely contained visually. Were it to be 
developed there is no foreseeable reason why it would materially extend in either the 
spatial or visual footprint further to the west.  
 

4.9 In general terms, arguments relating to the importance of the landscape setting are 
illogical. As almost any greenfield development is likely to be at the settlement edge, and 
therefore, will be located within the ‘setting’ of the settlement, the suggestion that 
development in such locations is, in principle, ‘unacceptable’ is non-sequitur.  

 
4.10 Furthermore, in his report to North Somerset Council, Independent Examiner Nigel McGurk, 

when assessing the Backwell Neighbourhood Plan (October 2014) identifies that local 
green space is a restrictive and significant policy designation and that effectively this 
provides protection that is comparable to that for the Green Belt.  

 
4.11 Local green space designations such as that proposed should not comprise extensive 

tracks of land. Having undertaken a measurement exercise of the Policies Map, analysis 
shows that proposed green wedge which forms land unit DA1 is 83ha. Self-evidently these 
proposed designations represent extensive tracks of land. 

 
4.12 As illustrated on Plan EDP 5, development of the field parcels within the Drayton Gate Farm 

area of the site could, at worst, have only a small reduction in the ‘gap’ between Daventry 
and Braunston. A separation distance of at least 1.49km would remain. Furthermore, 
should the site come forward, it is recommended that the existing trees and hedgerows are 
retained and where possible enhanced with gap planting. Enhancement of the existing 
structural tree/woodland planting along the north-western boundary would contain 
development, contribute to the existing development edge and provide biodiversity 
enhancement.  

 
4.13 The land parcels are undesignated 'open countryside’ (land which does not display qualities 

of a ‘valued’ landscape in the context of paragraph 109). Therefore, whilst it exhibits some 
intrinsic value, it does not exhibit qualities to elevate it above that of any other 
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undesignated agricultural land surrounding Daventry. This portion of the site contains no 
notable landscape features beyond hedgerows and trees which form the boundaries. As 
discussed above, there is no reason to believe that the vast majority of these features could 
not be maintained, protected and enhanced within a considered development layout. As 
discussed above, the visual character of the site is unexceptional. Furthermore, any sense 
of tranquillity is impeded due to the surrounding commercial units. In neither a topographic 
nor a spatial sense does the development potential of the site appear to conflict with the 
established pattern of development nor threaten the identity of Braunston. Based on the 
findings of this assessment, should the policy area be subject to review as indicated on 
Plan EDP 5, there are no further in-principle reasons why the site should not be promoted 
for development. 
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Section 1 
Introduction 

  
  

Introduction 
 

1.1 This briefing paper has been prepared by The Environmental Dimension Partnership Ltd 
(EDP) on behalf of Christ Church Oxford to provide an overview of the landscape context of 
Land at Middlemore Farm and Drayton Gate Farm, Daventry, hereafter referred to as ‘the 
site’.  
 

1.2 The site is being promoted in two areas, with the northern section, proposed for housing 
referred to as Middlemore Farm, whilst the southern area, referred to as Drayton Gate Farm 
is proposed for commercial development. These separate promotional areas of the site are 
illustrated on Plan EDP 2.  
 

1.3 EDP is an independent environmental consultancy providing advice to landowner and 
property development clients in the public and private sectors in the fields of landscape, 
ecology, heritage, arboriculture and masterplanning. The company operates throughout the 
UK from offices in Cirencester, Cardiff and Shrewsbury. Details can be obtained at 
www.edp-uk.co.uk. 
 

1.4 A desk-based analysis of local landscape and related planning policy, designations and 
records has been undertaken and the site was visited by a landscape architect in January 
2017. The visit was undertaken in largely dry conditions with access limited to Public Rights 
of Way (PRoW) in the vicinity of the site and surrounding area. 
 

1.5 Whilst this report does not constitute a landscape and visual impact assessment in its 
entirety, the work has been undertaken in a manner that accords with the Guidelines for 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, 3rd Edition (LI and IEMA 2013).  
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Section 2 
Landscape Related Designations and Policy Considerations 

 
 

2.1 This preliminary landscape and visual appraisal has been informed by a desk study and a 
site walkover.    
 

2.2 The desk study involved collating information from the following sources: 
 
• Multi-Agency Geographic Information from the Countryside (MAGIC) website; 

 
• Freely available aerial photography at Google Maps and Ordnance Survey mapping 

available at Promap; 
 

• Natural England Character Area Profiles;  
 
• Northamptonshire County Council; and 

 
• Daventry District Council. 
 

2.3 The desk study was undertaken during January 2017 and updated January 2018. The 
information derived from the desk study is discussed below. 
 

2.4 Plan EDP 1 illustrates prevailing landscape designations and other potential relevant 
considerations. A summary is provided below: 
 
• No statutory landscape designations lie within the 5km search area; 

 
• One non-statutory landscape-related designation, ‘Rural Access Areas’ (Policy EN11) 

from the 1997 Daventry Local Plan covers the southern extent of the Middlemore Farm 
area (see Plan EDP 1); 

 
• One emerging non-statutory landscape-related designation, ‘Green Wedge’ (Policy 

ENV3) from the emerging Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2) covers the 
Drayton Gate Farm area of the site (see Plan EDP 1);     

 
• One Registered Park and Garden is located within 5km of the site, this being the Grade 

II listed ‘Ashby St Ledgers’ 2.6km to the north of the site. This park, however, is not 
open to the public;  

 
• One Public Right of Way (PRoW), a bridleway (Bridleway VB9) passes adjacent to the 

southern boundary of the Middlemore Farm area of the site;  
 
• One promoted route passes through the Middlemore Farm area of the site. This is the 

‘Grand Union Canal Walk’ which runs along the course of the Grand Union Canal. The 
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next nearest promoted PRoW, the ‘Jurassic Way’, is located c.1km west of the site and 
passes along elevated ground; 

 
• There is no Ancient Woodland within the site with the nearest located c.1.1km to the 

north at Bragborough Hole;  
 
• An initial review of the Daventry District Council database suggests that there are no 

Tree Preservation Orders within the boundary of the site; and 
 
• The Grand Union Canal passes east-west through the northern, Middlemore Farm area 

of the site and is afforded protection from the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area.  
 
 

 Policy Considerations 
 

Local Policy  
 

2.5 Local landscape policy of relevance to the site is contained within: 
 
• Daventry Local Plan (1997); and 

 
• West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Local Plan Part 1 (2014). 
 

2.6 Also of relevance is the emerging Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2) for 
Daventry District which is currently at Draft Consultation stage (January 2018). 
 
Emerging Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2) 
 

2.7 Policies of relevance to landscape and visual amenity contained within the emerging local 
plan consist of the following:  

 
• Policy ENV1 – Landscape; 

 
• Policy ENV3 – Green Wedge; 

 
• Policy ENV4 – Green Infrastructure;  
 
• Policy ENV8 – Historic Environment; and 
 
• Policy ENV11 – Design. 
 
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Local Plan Part 1 (2014);  
 

2.8 Policies of relevance to landscape and visual amenity contained within the adopted JCS 
Local Plan Part 1 consist of the following:  

 
• Policy BN1 – Green Infrastructure Connections; 
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• Policy BN3 – Woodland Enhancement and Creation; and 
 

• Policy BN5 – The Historic Environment and Landscape. 
 

Daventry Local Plan (1997) 
 

2.9 Saved policies of relevance to landscape and visual amenity contained within the adopted 
Local Plan consist of the following:  
 
• Policy GN2 – General; 

 
• Policy EN2 – Conservation Areas; 
 
• Policy EN11 – Rural Access Area; 
 
• Policy EN25 – Comprehensive Landscaping Schemes; 
 
• Policy EN26 – Landscaping; and 
 
• Policy EN42 – Design. 
 
 
Other Documents 
 
Site Selection Background Paper Version 1 – November 2017 (forming part of the 
evidence base for the emerging Local Plan) 
 

2.10 As part of the emerging Local Plan (Part 2) evidence base, the Site Selection Background 
Paper explains the process and illustrates the reasons why sites have been selected to be 
allocated for residential and employment land uses in the Settlements and Countryside 
Local Plan (Part 2) for Daventry District. This document also sets out the reasons why 
alternative sites have not been selected for allocation for residential and employment land 
uses. The area containing the proposed site is identified as ‘site 321’ and ‘site 119’. 
 

2.11 In relation to the site, the paper goes on to state that “Although this site has some 
constraints, including landscape and heritage, it is one of the least constrained sites of 
those assessed. Given that it does not offer the regeneration benefits offered by Daventry 
South East, this site was not considered the most appropriate for allocation at this stage”.  
 

2.12 However, the paper goes on contradictorily to conclude that: 
 
“The heritage and landscape constraints affect the amount of land that could come 
forward for development, with the setting of the Grand Union Canal conservation area a 
particular constraint. As crossing points over the Grand Union canal are considered to 
affect its setting (recognised as a significant negative effect in the SA) this would need to 
be restricted which would affect how the site could be accessed from the A361 and how 
internal access arrangements could be laid out. This, and the need to mitigate the impact 
on landscape, affects the amount of land that is suitable for development and whilst it is 
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relatively close to planned infrastructure provision at Micklewell Park, it is not considered 
that the site has sufficient capacity to create a sustainable community.” 

 
2.13 EDP does not agree with this statement as the site has only been assessed at high level, 

whereas a more detailed landscape and visual impact assessment along with good site 
masterplanning is something that could easily overcome the constraints above. This is 
discussed further in Section 5. 
 
Daventry Landscape Study – Part F – Daventry Site Assessments (2017) 
 

2.14 Part F of the Landscape Study undertaken as part of the evidence base for the emerging 
Local Plan (Part 2) assesses at a high level, potential sites for development in terms of 
potential impact on landscape character and visual amenity.  
 

2.15 The land parcel containing the Middlemore Farm area of the site is identified as ‘Land north 
of Middlemore’ (see Appendix EDP 1 and the report determines that most of the site could 
accommodate development with mitigation in place, whilst the rest of the site does not 
preclude development but states it would be ‘more difficult to accommodate’. This is 
illustrated in Appendix EDP 1 and discussed further in Section 5. 
 
Daventry Landscape Study - Part D Fringe Assessments Section 5 Daventry 
 

2.16 Part D of the Landscape Study undertaken as part of the evidence base for the emerging 
Local Plan (Part 2) assesses the pressure for development to the fringes of Daventry and 
the potential impact on land currently providing recreational space. It has an additional role 
in considering the potential harm to nearby settlement character. The western portion of 
the site is considered as part of land reference unit DA1. The study correctly identifies that 
the land unit is currently separated from the settlement by an area of undulating rural land, 
as illustrated on Plan EDP 3. 
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Section 3 
 Landscape Character Assessment 

  
  

National Character 
  
3.1 The site falls within Natural England’s National Character Area (NCA) No. 95 ‘Upper 

Northamptonshire Uplands’. Key Characteristics of each NCA are described below: 
 
• Gently rolling rounded hills and valleys with many long, low ridgelines and great variety 

of landform. Wide, far-reaching views from the edges and across the ridgetops; 
 
• Dominant Jurassic scarp slope of limestone and Lias clay hills capped locally with 

ironstone-bearing Marlstone and Northampton Sands; 
 
• Glacial boulder clay covers the northern and eastern areas, with sands and gravels 

along river valleys; 
 
• The Upper Nene Valley divides the gently undulating Northamptonshire Heights to the 

north from the hillier Cherwell/Ouse plateau (the ‘Ironstone Wolds’) to the south and 
has been exploited for sand and gravel; 

 
• Rivers rise and flow outwards in all directions, including the rivers Cherwell, Avon, 

Welland, Tove, Ouse, Nene and Ise, and the area forms the main watershed of Middle 
England. Sparse woodland cover, but with scattered, visually prominent, small, 
broadleaved woods, copses and coverts, particularly on higher ground; 

 
• Mixed farming dominates with open arable contrasting with permanent pasture; 
 
• Typical ‘planned countryside’ with largely rectangular, enclosed field patterns 

surrounded by distinctive, high, often A-shaped hedgerows of predominantly hawthorn 
and blackthorn, with many mature hedgerow trees, mostly ash and oak. Some 
ironstone and limestone walls in places and some localised areas of early irregular 
enclosure; 

 
• Small pockets of semi-natural vegetation with many small scattered broadleaved 

woodlands, some ancient and often on hill tops, with mires, areas of lowland meadow, 
calcareous grassland and lowland dry acid grassland in the river valleys. Bluebell 
woods occur in places; 

 
• Nationally rare, locally abundant and prominent ridge and furrow, with frequent 

deserted and shrunken settlements. Several large historic country estates such as 
Cottesbrooke Hall and Althorp and many small country estates, with extensive 
parkland containing a great many mature, veteran and ancient trees; 
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• Nucleated villages often on hill tops or at valley heads with low densities of dispersed 
settlement. Cob, ironstone and limestone in older buildings with some remaining 
thatch, but mostly pantile and slate roofs. Brick buildings in some villages. Extensive 
new developments in villages along main transport corridors and in the two main 
towns; 
 

• A dense network of narrow lanes with wide grassy verges, often following ridges, 
crossed by many strategic road and rail corridors, including the M1, M40, A14, West 
Coast Main Line railway, Great Western Railway line and the Oxford and Grand Union 
canals; and 
 

• The many historic houses, parks and gardens open to the public, the reservoirs, long-
distance paths (such as the Knightley Way, Jurassic Way and Brampton Valley Way) 
and the Grand Union and Oxford canals provide well-used recreation assets. 
 

3.2 Whilst the NCA descriptions are generally appropriate, with some specific descriptions 
relevant to the site, they are too generic to provide a specific characterisation of the site 
and its immediate surroundings. It is considered that a description of landscape character 
at a finer scale, and in this case district level, is more appropriate in terms of defining 
character 
 
 

 Daventry Landscape Character Assessment (2017) 
  
3.3 The Daventry Landscape Character Assessment divides the district into broad landscape 

character types (LCTs) and more detailed landscape character areas (LCAs). The site falls 
within one LCT, LCT13 ‘Undulating Hills and Valleys’.  
 

3.4 In terms of LCAs, the site similarly falls within one, LCA 13b ‘Daventry’. Key characteristics 
of the LCA 13b ‘Daventry’ include:  
 
• “Series of east-west river valleys which create and undulating landform; 

 
• There are a number of distinctive hills that form points of reference such as Borough 

Hill (Iron Age site and Scheduled Monument) on the eastern edge of Daventry; 
Bragborough Hill (west of Braunston) and Cleeves Hill (south of Barby). Woodland and 
trees around these hills help reinforce their presence in the landscape; 

 
• The Grand Union Canal is present along the eastern part of the character area and a 

spur is routed through the central part (to the north of Daventry and west of 
Braunston). These are a feature of the landscape but often trees limit their 
prominence; 

 
• The character area contains some larger lakes associated with fisheries and estates 

as well as two reservoirs on the fringes of Daventry; 
 

PS091



Land at Middlemore Farm and Drayton Gate Farm, Daventry 
Landscape Briefing Note 

edp3630_r001b 
 

9 

• Field size varies with small field patterns present close to settlement fringes with 
larger fields on higher ground close to the A361 and the B4036; 

 
• Fields are bounded by intact well-maintained hedgerows and frequent hedgerow 

trees; 
 
• Where fields have been expanded to allow for agricultural intensification remnant 

hedgerow trees remain within fields as a reference to the former field pattern;  
 
• Ridge and furrow is present within some fields around village fringes around 

Braunston and Barby as well as being associated with Scheduled Monuments such 
as Braunston Cleeves, Onley and Ashby St Ledgers; 

 
• Parkland features are common set within small estates, whilst many are associated 

with manor houses some trees are planted as specimens within pasture on approach 
to farmsteads such as to the north east of Welton or as avenues along farm access; 
and 

 
• Woodland is frequent in the landscape, many present as large geometric blocks or 

smaller copses at field margins, around field ponds and wooded areas in parkland 
estates. Woodland is also associated with linear features such as rivers, canals and 
main roads”. 

 
3.5 Full details of LCA 13b ‘Daventry’ are contained within Appendix EDP 2.  

 
 
EDP Site Character Assessment 

  
3.6 The character of the site and its immediate surroundings is generally consistent with the 

published assessment outlined above, particularly in relation to the variation in field sizes 
and frequency of woodland.   
 

3.7 The site comprises an area of approximately 76.4 hectares (ha) adjacent to the               
north-western edge of Daventry and broadly consists of twelve field parcels with rolling 
topography as illustrated on Plan EDP 2. Field boundaries mainly consist of mature and 
over mature hedgerows with frequent hedgerow trees, which serve to enclose each 
individual field and the site from the surrounding area. The intactness of hedgerows across 
the site vary, with some being relatively intact whilst others are becoming gappy and 
defunct. All but one of the fields are arable with one small field, adjacent to the southern 
boundary of the Middlemore Farm area and Daventry’s existing settlement edge, 
containing ridge and furrow (just north of the Middlemore Farm public house). 
 

3.8 A woodland block, Middlemore Gorse, is situated to the north of the site within the 
Middlemore Farm area. The northern boundary itself is formed by a woodland belt which 
follows a watercourse running east-west as described in the LCA description. Similarly, the 
western boundary along the Middlemore Farm area is formed by a woodland belt and 
watercourse whilst another woodland belt is located towards the south-western area of the 

PS091



Land at Middlemore Farm and Drayton Gate Farm, Daventry 
Landscape Briefing Note 

edp3630_r001b 
 

10 

Middlemore Farm area and follows the course of an old dismantled railway line (Weedon 
to Leamington line). 

 
3.9 The Grand Union Canal passes east-west through the middle of the Middlemore Farm area 

site, although entirely underground as it passes through Braunston Tunnel. A promoted 
route, however, roughly follows the course of the Grand Union Canal above ground east-
west through the Middlemore Farm area of the site and is bounded on each side by mature 
hedgerows with very few trees. One public bridleway (VB9) passes adjacent to the southern 
boundary from the A361, travelling south-west along the existing settlement edge of 
Daventry.  
 

3.10 The A361 main road bounds the Middlemore Farm area to the east, and as mentioned 
above, a woodland belt and watercourse to the north and west, whilst Daventry bounds the 
area to the south. One of the key features of the Middlemore Farm area of the site, is its 
boundary with the Daventry to the south as illustrated on Plan EDP 2. There are many 
modern properties along this southern edge of the site, with little existing filtering, and as 
such, urban influences of the settlement impede on the agricultural character of the 
landscape to the north of Daventry. 
 

3.11 Some inward looking pockets are available across the northern Middlemore Farm portion 
of the site, which retain some tranquillity. Generally speaking, however, the existing 
settlement edge and in particular the industrial units within Drayton Fields to the south, 
exert an audible and perceptual urbanising influence on the site, particularly over the 
Drayton Gate Farm area of the site.  
 
 
Historic Environment Considerations 
 

3.12 Consultation with the National Heritage List for England confirms that there are no listed 
buildings, scheduled monuments, registered parks and gardens or registered battlefields 
within, or near, the site that could be adversely affected by development. However, as 
noted above and illustrated on Plan EDP 1, the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area runs 
east-west through the north of the site within the Middlemore Farm area.  
 

3.13 The Conservation Area was designated by Daventry District Council and an appraisal was 
adopted in 1995. The majority of the canal within Daventry District is designated as a 
Conservation Area, and as such it is 32 miles in length, but narrow, generally being only 
wide enough to include the canal and any associated engineering works, such as 
embankments and cuttings. According to the Conservation Area Appraisal, the boundary 
also includes buildings or features within the setting of the canal that are important.  
 

3.14 As the Conservation Area crosses through the northern area of the site within the 
Middlemore Farm area, the canal itself passes through Braunstone Tunnel, beneath the 
site. The western portal is a Grade II listed building, but this is well screened from the site 
(Photoviewpoint EDP 5) and sensitive masterplanning could ensure that there is no harm 
to its significance. As the tunnel passes beneath the site, there is no perception or 
experience of the site for canal users. However, there is no tow path in the tunnel and, 
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historically speaking, the horses that used to tow the canal boats would have passed over 
the top of the tunnel on the alignment now covered by the Conservation Area. As this path 
passes thorough the site, it runs through tall hedges (as illustrated by Photoviewpoint EDP 
4), with little experience of the surrounding rural landscape, other than at breaks within the 
hedge line.  
 

3.15 Within the breaks on the southern side, the modern urban edge of Daventry can be 
experienced. Where the path extends beyond the boundary of the site, it becomes less 
enclosed with a more open relationship to its rural surroundings. The only features of canal 
engineering that are apparent on this site, and which therefore provides a tangible link with 
the tunnel below, are two brick airshafts, which are currently partially obscured from view 
by undergrowth. 
 

3.16 There is nothing special or unusual about the fields within the site boundary that positively 
contributes to the significance of the Conservation Area in its purpose to protect an 
important piece of our industrial archaeological heritage. The Appraisal notes that the 
character of the Conservation Area does not alter much due to its linear nature. 
Furthermore, it has historic and architectural interest as an important piece of our 
industrial archaeological heritage. Due to their historic function and use, as a linear man-
made transportation network intended to link towns, cities and industrial areas, the context 
of canals in general can change without altering the significance of the canal itself. Indeed, 
this is noted in the adopted Appraisal, which states that:  
 
“In travelling either by boat or on foot along the entire length of the Conservation Area, a 
number of distinct zones of external influence become apparent reflecting the nature of 
the surroundings of the Conservation Area rather than the character of the area itself.”  
 

3.17 This initial assessment clearly chimes with the approach taken at the consented Mickle 
Well site to the east, where the Canal and River Trust comments that “views to the north 
are over a modern agricultural landscape which has no particular landscape value or 
importance in itself and is outside the Conservation Area”. The trust continues by 
highlighting that it is the character of the path itself that is of importance, and that the 
provision of a landscape corridor could be laid out in such a way as to address this.  
 

3.18 Given the nature of the Conservation Area within the site, it is considered that development 
is achievable. A suitable landscape corridor within the development would preserve the 
character of the Conservation Area itself.  
 

3.19 In terms of non-designated archaeology assets, the Northamptonshire Historic 
Environment Record notes a possible prehistoric enclosure identified from aerial 
photographs within the site, although this has yet to be tested through further 
archaeological investigation. In the wider area to the north, potential prehistoric enclosures 
have been identified, although the presence has not been confirmed by intrusive 
investigation. In the wider area to the south, Roman activity in the form of a farmstead was 
excavated prior to development at the Middlemore development. The investigations 
identified the truncated remains of a small Roman settlement and farmstead in and around 
the buildings at Middlemore Farm itself. The Roman site is well defined and focussed in 
the area around the farm buildings and, as such, there is no reason to believe this activity 
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would extend into the site itself. An extant area of medieval to post-medieval ridge and 
furrow is present within the southern part of the site.  
 

3.20 Based on this initial assessment, and given the level of activity in the wider area, there is 
considered to be moderate potential for previously unknown archaeological remains to be 
present on the site. It is likely that further, more detailed assessment, will be required to 
support any forthcoming application. This will provide information on the potential of any 
below-ground archaeological remains, and therefore determine the most appropriate 
response to their mitigation within the planning process. However, based on the current 
evidence, there is no reason to believe that archaeological remains will form an overriding 
constraint to the deliverability of the site for development. 
 

3.21 Furthermore, it is noteworthy that, as confirmed by the Heritage Background Paper (Version 
1 – November 2017), the Conservation Area is not currently subject to review or update as 
part of the emerging plan evidence base.  
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Section 4 
 Site Visual Context 

  
  

Introduction 
 

4.1 This section identifies those visual receptors that may have views to and from the site, and 
their distribution, character, value and sensitivity to change. It also considers, in broad 
terms, the potential effects of development on that resource. 
 

4.2 EDP has conducted an assessment of the views available to and from the site by walking 
and driving (as appropriate) local roads and rights of way. Before doing so, a broad area of 
search was defined using a GIS-based computer programme which predicts the Zone of 
Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) based upon Ordnance Survey topographical levels. 
 
 
Representative Viewpoint Selection 
 

4.3 Based on fieldwork observations and the findings of the data trawl, a number of 
photoviewpoints have been selected to represent the range of visual receptors, the 
locations of which are shown on Plan EDP 4, while the views themselves are shown in 
Photoviewpoints EDP 1 to 18. Whilst a wide range of locations have been considered, 
these photoviewpoints have been selected to best represent the variety of views available 
from public vantage points towards the site. 
 

4.4 The actual visibility of a site is normally greater in winter (when trees and hedgerows have 
no leaves). On this basis GLVIA3 states a preference that the ‘worst case’ scenario is used 
for visual assessment. Accordingly, the latest photographic surveys for this assessment 
were carried out in January 2017, when trees and hedgerows were not in leaf. In 
accordance with best practice guidance, the visual assessment accompanying the full 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment will predict likely visibility from viewpoints in 
winter months to assess effects of the proposed development on visual receptors. 
 

4.5 Details of each view, and the reason for its selection as a ‘representative viewpoint’, are 
provided in the table below: 
 
Table EDP 4.1: Representative Viewpoint Locations 

No. Location Grid Ref. Distance 
from 
Site  

Visual Receptor(s)  

1 View north from public bridleway 
(VB9), within site. 

456527, 
265212 

n/a Bridleway users in semi-rural 
setting. 

2 View west from Promoted Route, 
within site. 

456511, 
265293 

n/a Footpath users in semi-rural 
setting. 

3 View south-east from within site. 455779,
265488 

n/a No public access in rural 
setting. 

4 View east from Promoted Route 
(on site boundary). 

455752, 
265453 

n/a Footpath users in rural 
setting. 
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No. Location Grid Ref. Distance 
from 
Site  

Visual Receptor(s)  

5 View east from promoted route 
and canal tow path.  

455659, 
265478 

100m Footpath and towpath users 
in semi-rural setting, visitors 
to Conservation Area. 

6 View east from within the site. 455749, 
265407 

n/a No public access in semi-
rural setting. 

7 View north-west from public 
bridleway (VB9), adjacent to 
Drayton Field industrial estate. 

455947, 
264803 
 

n/a Bridleway users in semi-
rural/urban fringe setting. 

8 View north-west from public 
bridleway (VB9), adjacent to 
Drayton Field industrial estate. 

456025, 
264831 

n/a Bridleway users in semi-
rural/urban fringe setting. 

9 View north-west from within 
current settlement edge. 

456181, 
264952 

50m Residential receptors and 
road users within existing 
settlement edge. 

10 View south from Welton Road. 456685, 
266103 

540m Road users semi-rural 
setting. 

11 View south from Welton Road. 456169, 
266035 

440m Road users semi-rural 
setting. 

12 View south from Welton Road. 455954, 
266009 

485m Road users semi-rural 
setting. 

13 View south-east from Welton 
Road at the western edge of 
Little Braunston. 

454797,
266321 

1.2km Road and residential 
receptors within semi-
rural/urban fringe setting. 

14 View east from Grand Union 
Canal Locks. 

454866,
265898 
 

1km Canal and Road users / 
visitors to Conservation Area. 

15 View west from Welton Lane 
(NCR 50) to the north of Wharf 
Farm. 

457990,
265324 

1.2km Road users and cyclists 
commuting. 

16 View south from Ashby Road 
(A361).  

456814,
266196 

630m Road users commuting. 

17 View west from Ashby Road 
(A361). 

456811, 
265307 

5m Bridleway users, visitors to 
Conservation Area and Road 
users commuting on Ashby 
Road. 

18 View north-east from Jurassic 
way (Promoted Route). 

454630,
265041 

1.1km Promoted route users in 
semi-rural setting. 

 
4.6 A zone of theoretical visual influence (ZTV) has been calculated for the site, which predicts 

a visual envelope that extends broadly to within 3km from the boundary of the site. In this 
case, the actual zone of visual influence of the site was found to be greatly reduced in size, 
with visibility limited by a combination of built form, vegetation and topography to within 
around 1km of the site boundary. 
 

4.7 To the south there is no visibility beyond the line of adjacent properties which forms the 
existing development edge of Daventry. Views are available with some properties currently 
enjoying open views across the site to the north as illustrated on Photoviewpoint EDP 9. 
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4.8 From the south-west there are opportunities for views from sections of the Jurassic Way in 
proximity of the A45 (Photoviewpoint EDP 18). The only opportunity for more open distant 
views is from Welton Road and local the PRoW network along the local ridgeline 
approximately 1km to the north where the site is visible from certain vantage points. From 
these locations, however, the site is visible against the backdrop of the existing settlement 
edge and development at Drayton Field as illustrated on Photoviewpoints EDP 10, 11 and 
13.   
 

4.9 Glimpsed, more distant views are available from limited locations on the western fringes 
of Braunston in the west. This limited intervisibility with Braunton is already influenced by 
the commercial units at Drayton Field and the existing residential edge (as illustrated by 
Photoviewpoint EDP 13). Furthermore, it is envisaged that the development proposals 
could be readily mitigated. 
 

4.10 Short distance, glimpsed views are afforded of the site, where gaps in vegetation along the 
A361 to the immediate east (Photoviewpoint EDP 16 and 17). 
 

4.11 More relevant to the consideration is the approach along the Grand Union Canal and walk. 
The site and settlement edge of Daventry is currently screened from view (Photoviewpoint 
EDP 5 and 14), until the canal is within the tunnel and the promoted route is on top. 
Development should not encroach on this, additional landscaping along the site’s western 
fringes would provide enhancement. 
 

4.12 The visual envelope of the site can therefore be summarised as follows;  
 
• Welton Road and rights of way to the north;  
 
• Ashby Road in the east;  
 
• The existing settlement edge to the south;  
 
• Sections of the Jurassic Way in proximity of the A45 to the south-west; and  
 
• The western fringes of Braunston in the west.  
 
 
Summary of Visual Amenity Matters 
 

4.13 The visual appraisal undertaken thus far identifies that there is very limited potential for 
(distant) views into the site from the settlement edge of Braunston. Where available, such 
views are oblique, and take in the broader context of Daventry, within which Drayton Fields 
Industrial Estate is dominant. The site is neither a significant part nor a focal element in 
the view, and key facets of the visual amenity are included below: 
 
• From the east, there is very limited intervisibility between the site and the landscape 

beyond the Ashby Road, from which any views are heavily restricted by vegetation;  
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• Other views from the east, north-east and north are restricted to a very limited number 
of locations and glimpsed views focused along the local ridge which is contiguous with 
the Welton Road. In these locations, much of the site is hard to perceive. In every 
instance, the existing edge of Daventry (including Drayton Fields Industrial Estate) is 
visible and often of increased prominence because of its ‘skyline’ position; 

 
• Much of the site is not visible from urban areas of Daventry to the south, except in the 

proximity of the immediate settlement edge. Open views are anticipated from some 
residential receptors along northern boundary of Daventry across much of the site. It 
is noted that much of the edge of Daventry is characterised by largely unmitigated 
residential and industrial development and that opportunities exist for an improved 
relationship between Daventry and the adjoining rural areas; and 

 
• The site boundaries (which also leave land between Daventry and Braunston free of 

development) effectively maintain a physical separation between the site and the 
historic core of Braunston – resulting in an absence of views/intervisibility. Therefore, 
in these views, the ‘identity’ of Braunston as a separate settlement is anticipated to 
be little, if at all, affected. 

 
4.14 It must be accepted that any form of major development around Daventry cannot be 

‘hidden’ from view. The challenge and opportunity are to bring forward a landscape 
framework which offers significant green infrastructure benefits, ‘contains’ development 
as a compact and logical extension to Daventry, and retains the differing settlement 
characters of Daventry and Braunston. Further opportunity arises from the potential to 
establish a better relationship between the ‘hard’ urban edge of Daventry, and receptors 
to the north and west. 
 

4.15 Built development (including extensive areas of housing and industrial units) is an 
established and frequent component of the visual character of the area (in particular, due 
to the historic growth of Daventry onto higher ground to the south of the site). In this 
context, new development is unlikely to be perceived as inappropriate, unexpected or 
discordant in views – provided that the principles identified previously in this report are 
observed.  
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Section 5 
Discussion and Conclusions 

 
 
Emerging Policy and Evidence Base 
 
Site Selection Background Paper Version 1 – November 2017  

  
5.1 As discussed in Section 2, the site forms part of ‘site 321’. EDP welcomes the 

acknowledgement that the site is “one of the least constrained sites of those assessed”. 
 

5.2 Furthermore, the paper concludes that its exclusion is due to the additional regeneration 
benefits offered by Daventry South East. However, the paper goes on contradictorily to 
conclude that: 
 
“The heritage and landscape constraints affect the amount of land that could come 
forward for development, with the setting of the Grand Union Canal conservation area a 
particular constraint. As crossing points over the Grand Union canal are considered to 
affect its setting (recognised as a significant negative effect in the SA) this would need to 
be restricted which would affect how the site could be accessed from the A361 and how 
internal access arrangements could be laid out. This, and the need to mitigate the impact 
on landscape, affects the amount of land that is suitable for development and whilst it is 
relatively close to planned infrastructure provision at Micklewell Park, it is not considered 
that the site has sufficient capacity to create a sustainable community.” 
 

5.3 EDP does not agree with this statement as the site has only been assessed at high-level, 
whereas a more detailed landscape and visual impact assessment along with good site 
masterplanning is something that could easily overcome the constraints above. 
Furthermore, a sustainability appraisal is not an adequate means of assessment to 
determine a ‘significant negative effect’. The potential impact on the Conservation Area is 
considered in more detail within Section 3 of this report. Given the nature of the 
Conservation Area within the site, it is considered that development is achievable. A 
suitable landscape corridor within the development would preserve the character of the 
Conservation Area itself.  
 
Daventry Landscape Study – Part F – Daventry Site Assessments (2017) 

  
5.4 As discussed in Section 2, Part F of the Landscape Study undertaken as part of the 

evidence base for the emerging Local Plan (Part 2) assesses at a high level, potential sites 
for development in terms of potential impact on landscape character and visual amenity.  
 

5.5 EDP is in agreement that most of the site could accommodate development with mitigation 
in place. Whilst development upon the rest of the site is not precluded, the assessment 
states that development would be ‘more difficult to accommodate’. This section of the 
emerging evidence base can therefore be considered in accordance with the opinion of 
EDP that, a well thought out masterplan which identifies the constraints and opportunities 
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for this development potential and sensitivity of the site will be key in the site coming 
forward for development.  
 

5.6 The assessment considers the site to have high sensitivity due to the presence of PRoW, 
however, it should be noted that the assessment considers a wider area to that promoted 
by Christ Church. The site itself includes a single bridleway and a promoted route. Whilst 
views are afforded across the site from the north (including footpath FH8), as discussed in 
Section 4 and illustrated on Photoviewpoints EDP 10, 11 and 13, where the site is visible 
it is seen against the backdrop of the existing settlement edge and development at Drayton 
Fields. Furthermore, the baseline will change materially as the adjacent development to 
the east of Ashby Road progresses.  
 
Green Wedge Policy ENV 3 
 

5.7 The purpose of Policy ENV 3 is to preserve the character of the settlements within the fringe 
of Daventry (Braunston in this instance), by preserving openness and preventing 
coalescence. We object to the detail of the draft policy extents based on the inclusion of 
the field parcels on the Drayton Gate Farm portion of the site, as shown on Plan EDP 5. 
This policy does not meet the basic condition tests as it does not have satisfactory regard 
to national policy.  
 

5.8 Policy ENV 3 is required to: 
 
“i. Maintain the physical and visual separation between settlements; 
 
ii. Maintain the openness around settlements and their settings; 
 
iii. Maintain the predominantly open and green character of the Green Wedges; and 
 
iv. Preserve or enhance the character, visual amenity and biodiversity value of the Green 
Wedges.” 
 

5.9 This policy does not constitute the protection of a local space, its implementation is to act 
as a spatial planning tool. In landscape terms, the land parcels are abutted by commercial 
development and along the eastern side, along the north-western boundary by mature 
vegetation (as illustrated at Appendix EDP 3). The north-eastern boundary is formed by a 
maturing belt of strategic landscaping which provides both a defensible boundary and 
separation from the rolling landscape which acts to preserve both the separation and 
individual characteristics of Daventry and Braunston. A single PRoW constitutes the 
eastern boundary, which, due to the containment is one of the few locations where the field 
parcel is visible. In the wider context this field is largely contained visually, were it to be 
developed there is no foreseeable reason why it would materially extend in either the 
spatial or visual footprint further to the west.  
 

5.10 Arguments relating to the importance of the landscape setting (Policy requirements ii and 
iii) are considered to be illogical. As almost any greenfield development is likely to be at the 
settlement edge, and therefore, will be located within the ‘setting’ of the settlement, the 
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suggestion that development in such locations is, in principle, ‘unacceptable’ is non-
sequitur.  
 

5.11 Furthermore, in his report to North Somerset Council, Independent Examiner Nigel McGurk, 
when assessing the Backwell Neighbourhood Plan (October 2014) identifies that local 
green space is a restrictive and significant policy designation and that effectively this 
provides protection that is comparable to that for the Green Belt. The policy as currently 
worded, therefore, has the effect that it seeks to rule out all new development within the 
locations identified in the policy, however, this is not consistent with the policies for 
protecting Green Belt land as set out from paragraph 79 onwards of the NPPF. For example, 
paragraph 89 sets out a number of exceptions to ‘inappropriate development’ in the Green 
Belt and, therefore, the policy should be amended in order to demonstrate compliance with 
this aspect of national guidance.   
 

5.12 It is clear on applying the tests of national policy, specifically in respect of the ‘green wedge’ 
land unit DA1, that these proposed designations are fundamentally incompatible with 
national policy and with the tests of LGS designation established through previous Plan 
examinations. 
 

5.13 For example, in the case of the Backwell Neighbourhood Plan the Examiner referenced the 
content of the NPPF at paragraph 77 confirming that the Local Green Space designation 
will not be appropriate for most areas or open space and therefore noted that: 
 
“.….it is essential that, when allocating local green space, plan-makers can clearly 
demonstrate that the requirements for its allocation are met in full.  These requirements 
are that the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; it is 
demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance; and it 
is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land”.   
 

5.14 In his analysis the Examiner was dealing with two areas of greenfield land of 19 and 32 
hectares respectively and confirmed land parcels of this scale would equate to an extensive 
tract of land.   

 

5.15 Having undertaken a measurement exercise of the Policies Map, analysis shows that 
proposed green wedge which forms land unit DA1 is 83ha. Self-evidently these proposed 
designations represent extensive tracks of land and in this regard the conclusions of the 
Backwell Examiner are fundamental:  
 
“Given that the Framework is not ambiguous in stating that a local green space designation 
is not appropriate for most areas of open space, it is entirely reasonable to expect 
compelling evidence to demonstrate that any such allocation meets National Policy 
requirements.  Specific to demonstrating that Farleigh Fields, and Moor Lane Fields are 
not extensive tracks of land, no substantive or compelling evidence has been presented”. 

  
5.16 The Examiner went on to state that the direct conflict with National Policy meant that the 

Local Green Space Policy proposed did not meet the basic conditions.  In light of the above, 
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it is plainly evident that the draft policy does not meet the basic conditions as set out in the 
Localism Act 2011.  
 

5.17 Returning to the first policy requirement, and, as illustrated on Plan EDP 5, development 
of the field parcels within the Drayton Gate Farm area of the site could, at worst, have only 
a small reduction in the ‘gap’ between Daventry and Braunston. A separation distance of 
at least 1.49km would remain. Furthermore, should the site come forward, it is 
recommended that the existing trees and hedgerows are retained and where possible 
enhanced with gap planting. Enhancement of the existing structural tree/woodland 
planting along the north-western boundary (as illustrated at Appendix EDP 3) would 
contain development, contribute to the existing development edge and provide biodiversity 
enhancement.  
 

5.18 In relation to requirement four, the land parcels are undesignated 'open countryside’ (land 
which does not display qualities of a ‘valued’ landscape in the context of Paragraph 109). 
Therefore, whilst it exhibits some intrinsic value, it does not exhibit qualities to elevate it 
above that of any other undesignated agricultural land surrounding Daventry. This portion 
of the site contains no notable landscape features beyond hedgerows and trees which form 
the boundaries. As discussed above, there is no reason to believe that the vast majority of 
these features could not be maintained, protected and enhanced within a considered 
development layout. As discussed above and in Section 4, the visual character of this 
portion of the site is unexceptional. Furthermore, any sense of tranquillity is impeded due 
to the surrounding commercial units. In neither a topographic nor a spatial sense does the 
development potential of the site appear to conflict with the established pattern of 
development nor threaten the identity of Braunston.  

 
5.19 As a minimum it is suggested that the Green Wedge Policy area is redrawn as shown on 

Plan EDP 5. Clearly this parcel does not contribute to the objective of preventing 
coalescence. Its development would not be perceived as a protuberance into open 
countryside but as a discrete and logical rounding off.  
 
 
Conclusions  

  
5.20 The site is not covered by any statutory landscape designations and could be designed and 

developed in accordance with national and local landscape planning policy. Review of 
emerging Planning Policy and Designations finds that five field parcels belonging to the 
Drayton Gate Farm area of the site are constrained by emerging Green Wedge policy. 
Subject to review of Green Wedge boundaries as indicated on Plan EDP 5, there are no 
further in-principle reasons why the parcel within the Drayton Gate Farm and wider site 
should not be promoted for development. 
 

5.21 In terms of the site overall, there are no significant constraints to development in landscape 
and visual terms. Development of the site would alter the character of the landscape within 
the site and within the immediate vicinity but would not be out of character with the locality 
given the extent and variety of built form and urban influence.  
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5.22 In terms of the site’s visual and physical character, it is not exceptional at a local level, and 
contains no features or characteristics that are not commonly found around the town. It is 
also fairly unexceptional in terms of habitat and biodiversity. The varying development 
potential derives from the presence of the Conservation Area and the inward-looking 
pockets across the Middlemore Farm portions of the site. These retain some tranquillity 
and have adjacency to Middlemore Gorse and a network of streams and ditches. 
 

5.23 The site is very well positioned adjacent to Mickle Well Park. As the analysis suggests, with 
an appropriate strategic landscape response, strengthening the site’s landscape and 
biodiversity value, the site is very well located to deliver an extension to the town. It would 
not demonstrably increase the town’s ‘visual footprint’ in the wider landscape.  
 

5.24 The site’s strategic location at the edge of the town requires a cohesive landscape 
framework to ensure development is appropriately assimilated into the wider landscape 
setting. Residential development can be avoided in the most sensitive areas, and it is 
proposed that the linear character of the Conservation Area is protected and enhanced 
with generous green infrastructure links. A number of key objectives are proposed, which 
are outlined below:  
 
• Conserve existing landscape fabric to ensure the development responds to 

ecologically valued and visually beneficial features, including hedgerow, mature trees, 
watercourses and topography;  

 
• Provide functional open spaces with a range of scales and uses to ensure the 

landscape network benefits the new neighbourhood and existing community;  
 
• Creation of multifunctional green corridors alignment east to west and north to south 

across the site, to include natural play and sustainable drainage features. Such 
corridors will provide a strong visual and physical linkage between the urban and rural 
context;  

 
• Provide a network of swales, channels and meadows to aid water attenuation 

throughout the site; and  
 
• Enhancement of existing habitats with additional woodland copse, tree belt and 

hedgerow planting.  
 

5.25 The greatest visual change would be experienced by users of the Grand Union Canal Walk 
as is passes east-west through the Middlemore Farm area of the site site, as well as by 
residents in properties which overlook the area from the south. Overall, there is limited 
opportunity for views of the site and all other views in the vicinity would be seen in the 
context of existing built form.  
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Appendix EDP 1 

Extract from Daventry Landscape Assessment 
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Land north of Middlemore 

 
 
Element Assessment 
Key features of landscape 
character area 

The site is in LCT: Undulating Hills and Valleys and Character Area 13b Daventry (Northamptonshire CLCA, 2005 and Daventry District LCA 2017). The key features are described as:  
• Extensive undulating and productive rural landscape; 
• Cohesive and recognisable unity of character; 
• Watercourses form part of three principal river catchments of the Cherwell, Nene and Welland; 
• Reservoirs and man-made lakes are conspicuous features in the local landscape; 
• Navigable canals are an important visual component of the landscape; 
• Mixed farming predominates although local land use and field patterns are strongly influenced by changes in landform; 
• Numerous small deciduous woodlands, copses and shelterbelts; 
• Hedgerow trees within the strong hedgerow network contribute to a perception of a well treed landscape; 
• Strong historic character underlies this deeply rural landscape; 
• Numerous villages linked by winding country lanes contributes to rural character; and 
• Communication routes and urban influences and infrastructure have eroded local rural character. 

Landscape Condition (from 
published documents) 

Moderate  

National/Local Designations n/a  

Site description  

The site is close to the northern edge of Daventry on high ground (ranging from 120m to 160m AOD) and extends to 64.9ha. There is a feature in the site, the Grand Union Canal 
Recreational Route that divides the site into two parts. The route is configured as a track and is enclosed either side by a tall hedgerow. The northern part of the site has an irregular 
shape with an undulating landform influenced by the small watercourse that flows in a westerly direction. Part of the watercourse is wooded and it divides two arable fields located to 
the east. There is a further arable field that extends to the west. The northern part of the site’s eastern edge is next to the A361, which is the principal northern approach into Daventry. 
A PRoW (ref. FH8) crosses the northern arable field across the highest part of the site. It follows a diagonal route linking the A361 to Welton Road, which is next to the northern site 
boundary. The eastern boundary is defined by a tall unclipped hedgerow with some hedgerow trees. The southern boundary is defined by the tall clipped hedgerow and on its 
southern side is the Grand Union Canal Recreational Route. The western boundary initially follows a hedgerow and then the edge of Middlemore Gorse and then the Swinnel (both 
wooded areas). The final section of the western boundary follows a hedgerow, with the watercourse alongside. This hedgerow returns along the northern edge of the northern part of 
the site, next to Welton Road. The southern part of the site comprises medium sized arable fields on undulating land to the west and there are also two smaller pastoral fields to the 
east. PRoW (ref. VB9) connects with the Grand Union Canal Recreational Route and follows the southern edge of the site. The fields are bound by intact tall clipped hedgerows and 
occasional hedgerow trees. The northern boundary is defined by the hedgerow to the Recreational Route and the eastern boundary by the A361. The southern boundary is defined by 
a hedgerow, with bridleway (ref. VB9) on the other side. There is a second hedgerow on the south side of the bridleway, with a residential estate beyond.  The western boundary is 
next to a wooded corridor occupying a disused railway. 
In terms of the wider context, land to the north is characterised by large arable fields enclosed by low hedgerow boundaries. To the east there are more arable fields but with more 

Viewpoint A – View looking north east from the Grand Union Recreational Route towards the site  

Hedgerow boundary to eastern edge of site  

Depression on site formed by watercourse  
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defined hedgerows and hedgerow tree boundaries and occasional copses. To the west is rolling agricultural land with copses and mature hedgerow boundaries to fields as well as the 
Grand Union Canal on the lowest ground.  
This site has been assessed for its landscape capacity to accommodate residential development. 

Evaluation of Landscape Quality 
Consistency with wider 
character judgement 

Highly consistent/Mostly consistent/Some key characteristics present/Not representative of wider character  

Landscape character 
‘intactness’  Highly intact/Some level of intactness/Limited intactness/Not intact 

Settlement edge and 
contribution to settlement 
setting  

Integral part of settlement setting/Some features contributing to settlement setting/Limited association with settlement setting/Not associated with settlement setting 

Remoteness and tranquillity 
judgement 

Remote/Peaceful/Some interruption/Not tranquil  

Evaluation of landscape 
character of site and 
surrounding area 
 

The site and the immediate area to the north and east have been subject to field amalgamation increasing openness and reducing  the sense of enclosure. Like the site, the 
surrounding area is undulating partly influenced by the system of small watercourses. To the west there are a number of small deciduous copses set within a pattern of smaller fields 
with more defined hedgerows. Overall, there are some key characteristics from the wider character judgement. However, the western part of the site has a greater affinity with the 
more fine-grained rural landscape between Daventry and Braunston. This occurs through a combination of landform and views. The hedgerow boundaries and wooded corridors in or 
at the edge of the site means there is some level of intactness in terms of landscape character. The site is characteristic of the non-developed high ground to the perimeter of 
Daventry, as the majority of the settlement has been developed on lower ground descending into a ‘bowl’. However, this settlement pattern is gradually being eroded as the northern 
residential edge of the town is encroaching onto this high ground although it has not yet extended beyond the ridges. The site, particularly the part south of the Grand Union Canal 
Walk, makes a contribution to the setting and identity of the north west edge of Daventry. The site is characterised by the undulating open landscape that slopes up to the settlement 
edge and this is particularly appreciated from the Grand Union Canal recreational route. In terms of remoteness and tranquillity, there is some interruption from the A361 to the eastern 
edge of the site.  The western part of the site is more peaceful and for this reason two judgements have been selected.  

 
Evaluation of Visual Quality 
Visual prominence 
judgement 

High/Moderate-high/Moderate-low/Low  

Public accessibility  High sensitivity/Moderate-high sensitivity/Moderate-low sensitivity/Low sensitivity 
Nature of the urban edge No visible urban edge/soft well vegetated urban edge with limited views of principally rooflines/partially visible urban edge/ hard urban edge with no screening 
Distinctive views of the 
settlement  

Highly distinctive features or views/Some distinctive features or views/few distinctive features or views/No distinctive features or views 

Evaluation of visual 
qualities of site and 
surrounding area  
 

The site is partly visible from the A361 where there are gaps in the hedgerow boundary. There are more open views from Welton Road and from the gently rolling landscape to the 
west. The site is prominent in views from the northern edge of Daventry as the site’s southern boundary is within 100m of the settlement edge. In terms of public accessibility, the site 
has high sensitivity as the PRoW (ref. FH8) crosses the northern arable field, the Grand Union Canal Recreational Route passes through the site and bridleway (ref. VB9) crosses the 
eastern edge of the site and then runs along the southern boundary. The site is prominent in views from those receptors, although views from the bridleway (ref. VB9) are filtered by 
the tall hedgerow to the southern boundary of the site. The northern edge of Daventry, which is residential, is partially in the view with some softening by hedgerow boundaries. Behind 
the residential area on rising ground is the large industrial area with limited softening in views by landscape infrastructure. There are some highly distinctive panoramic views from the 
PRoW (ref. FH8) looking southwards across the site towards the range of hills to the south and east of Daventry including Big Hill and Borough Hill. There are also views west from the 
Grand Union Canal Recreational Route towards the church spire at Braunston (in the context of a rolling rural landscape) which is a constant reference point.   

  
Mitigation  

Overall Mitigation Potential  

Low/Moderate-low/Moderate-high/High  
There would be opportunity to strengthen all the site boundaries, to help integrate any proposed development into the wider landscape. It has been assumed that the PRoW (ref. FH8) 
passing through the northern part of the site would be retained for use and this should include retention of some open space to maintain opportunities for views to the hills to the 
southern perimeter of Daventry and the church spire at Braunston. Effects on views from the Grand Union Recreational Route would also need to be mitigated, potentially through the 
retention of a landscaped open corridor through the central part of the site. Despite opportunities for mitigation, any proposed development would alter the characteristics of the site 
from a relatively prominent open rural landscape resulting in a moderate-low mitigation potential. 
The evaluation of landscape and visual quality established that some of the western part of the site had a higher sensitivity in respect of the settlement edge, public accessibility and 
nature of the urban edge. There would be limited potential for mitigation of any proposed development without causing harm to landscape and views resulting in a low mitigation 
potential (see plan ref. I6053.005).   

  

Mitigation Measures and Capacity to Accommodate Change    
 
Capacity to Accommodate 

Low/Moderate-low/Moderate-high/High 
Most of the site’s capacity to accommodate change would be moderate-low; extending the northern edge of Daventry would alter the characteristics from an existing open rural 
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Change  
(see plan overleaf, 
I6053.005) 

landscape, that contributes to the settlement setting, to residential development. However, there would be opportunity to mitigate some of those adverse effects by implementing the 
recommendations from the paragraph above. In addition, the highest ground on the site (near to the 160m AOD contour) could incorporate some woodland copse planting. Woodland 
planting in these locations would provide backgrounding to any proposed development, reducing the prominence of any building form in views from the north, west and south. It would 
also help maintain landscape characteristics on the site’s most prominent ground and help integrate any proposed development. This woodland planting would also form part of an 
open space corridor incorporating the PRoW. The potential landscaped open corridor through the central part of the site should include a variety of treatments from grassed areas, 
areas of shrub planting, specimen trees, copses and screen planting to create a distinctive series of spaces. This is important to either side of the Grand Union Canal Recreational 
Route to ensure that any development on site links with the existing residential edge of Daventry and to linear open space to the east of the A361. Enhancement of the watercourse 
corridor in the site would retain further landscape features of the site.  
The sensitivity of some of the western part of the site and the low mitigation potential of any proposed development was conveyed in the section ‘Overall Mitigation Potential’. This part 
of the site would have a low capacity to accommodate change.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Southern boundary of site  

Big Hill   

Northern edge of Daventry   

Viewpoint B – View from Welton Road, looking south across the site  
 

Viewpoint C - View looking east from the Grand Union Canal recreational route 

Middlemore Gorse  

Undulating land, northern part of site 
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Viewpoint D – View looking west from the Grand Union Canal 
recreational route towards Braunston 

Viewpoint E - View looking south east from the Grand Union Canal recreational route towards the 
land unit sloping up to the edge of Daventry. 

Braunston  

Site boundary  

Urban edge  

Constraints Plan  

PS091



6053.061 

 
 

 

View C – view along byway BRIT17, south of site  
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2b Staverton Hills

Daventry

14a Newbold Gounds

19b Vale of Rugby

13c Long Buckby

18a The Nene - Long 
Buckby to Weedon Bec

LCT 13 Undulating Hills and Valleys 
Landscape Character Area 13b: Daventry
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LCT 13 Undulating Hills and Valleys 
Landscape Character Area 13b: Daventry

Description

This character area is around the eastern edge of Daventry 
extending north from the A45 towards Kilsby and Barby 
and east towards the M1. The landscape comprises a 
series of east-west river valleys which create an undulating 
landform. There are a number of distinctive hills that form 
points of reference such as Borough Hill (Iron Age site and 
Scheduled Monument) on the eastern edge of Daventry; 
Bragborough Hill (west of Braunston) and Cleeves Hill 
(south of Barby). Woodland and trees around these hills 
helps reinforce their presence in the landscape.

As well as the numerous rivers and tributaries through the 
landscape; the Grand Union Canal is present along the 
eastern part of the character area and a spur  is routed 
through the central part (to the north of Daventry and west 
to Braunston). These are a feature of the landscape but 
often trees along their boundaries limit their prominence. 
Older canal bridge infrastructure as well as small marinas 
and canalside businesses are also frequent particularly 
close to Braunston and at Norton Junction west of Long 
Buckby Wharf at the eastern edge of the character area. 
The character area contains some larger lakes associated 
with fisheries and estates as well as two reservoirs on 
the fringes of Daventry: Daventry Reservoir at Daventry 
Country Park and Drayton Reservoir. These reservoirs are 
important recreational resources although enclosure by 
either built development or woodland limits their visibility in 
the surrounding landscape.  

Field size varies with smaller field patterns present close to 
settlement fringes with larger fields on higher ground close 
to the A361 and the B4036. 

Fields are bounded by intact well-maintained hedgerows 
and frequent hedgerow trees such as south east of Norton. 
Where fields have been expanded to allow for agricultural 
intensification remnant hedgerow trees remain within 
fields as a reference to the former field pattern. Ridge and 
furrow is present within some fields around village fringes 
around Braunston and Barby as well as being associated 
with Scheduled Monuments such as at Braunston Cleves, 
Onley and Ashby St Ledgers. Where present it forms an 
important historic feature in this agricultural landscape. 

Parkland features are common set within small estates, 
whilst many are associated with manor houses some trees 
are planted as specimens within pasture on approaches 
to farmsteads such as to the north east of Welton or as 
avenues along farm access’ such as at Ashby Farms east 
of Daventry, remnant parkland of Ashby Lodge on the west 
side of A361 and Whilton Lodge (between the A5 and M1). 

The most notable parkland is around Ashby St Ledgers 
which is a registered Park and Garden and Conservation 
Area. 

Woodland is frequent in the landscape, many present as 
large geometric blocks or smaller copses at field margins, 
around field ponds and wooded areas in parkland estates. 
Woodland is also associated with linear features such as 
rivers, canals and main roads. Notable woodlands include 
Ashby House Wood; High Park; Briccle Wood; Braunston 
Cleves; Borough Hill Plantation; Bridge Spinneys; Thrupp 
Covert; Noborough Spinney, Dodford Holt and Underhill 
Spinney. This creates a well treed appearance through the 
combination of these larger wooded blocks and frequent 
hedgerow trees; copses on slopes of higher ground and 
woodland along linear features.

View across landscape to the north west of Norton

Welton nestled 
on high ground
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Frequent 
hedgerow 

trees

Woodland on 
high ground

Warehouses on high 
ground on the north 

western edge of DaventryNarrow river valley 
betweem Daventry and 

Braunston

LCT 13 Undulating Hills and Valleys 

The Conservation Area at Ashby St Ledgers extends to 
cover the village which is linear and includes a number 
of local vernacular buildings along Main Street set within 
mature trees. The manor is a local landmark and there are 
vistas from the manor and adjacent road across parkland 
to the landscape beyond (in a westerly direction).

Daventry is on the south western edge of this character 
area. The town is set within a bowl with development on 
lower ground and farmland and open space on higher 
ground surrounding it. The landform provides a distinctive 
edge to the town and screens built form from the wider 
landscape. Borough Hill on the eastern edge of the 
town is a local landmark from within the town and from 
the surrounding landscape particularly from roads and 
footpaths around Norton and Welton but is a feature of 
longer views from other LCA further south. Extensive 
views across the landscape are possible from its summit. 
Holy Cross Church also forms a notable feature in views 
from the wider landscape particularly from higher ground 
around Welton.  To the north of Daventry, woodland 
along the Grand Union Canal spur (Bridge Spinneys) and 
landform which rises to the immediate north of the town 
helps to limit the prominence of built form. Conversely it 
forms an attractive farmland backdrop along the northern 
edge of the town.  In places Daventry exerts a localised 
influence on the landscape, this is most notable along the 
north western edges of the town where new warehouse 
and housing development has been developed on higher 
ground and is prominent in views in the surrounding 
landscape particularly the approach along the A361, from 
Welton Road and Braunston Road where development 
exerts and urban influence on the surrounding farmland.

Smaller villages around the periphery of Daventry tend to 
be integrated into their surroundings through the presence 

of smaller fields bounded by mature trees and hedgerows 
around fringes. 

Other villages have manor houses and parkland estates on 
the fringes such as at Welton, Norton, Dodford and Ashby 
St Ledgers  which helps reinforce distinctiveness and 
integrate the villages into their surroundings. 

Villages are generally on rising ground such as Barby and 
Kilsby which overlook the neighbouring Broad Unwooded 
Vale (LCA19b). These two villages are some of the largest 
in the character area with a clustered form and smaller 
pastoral fields to their fringes. In places these fields and 
associated mature vegetation provide screening to the 
village but the edges of Barby’s eastern fringe and Kilsby’s 
western fringe are locally prominent in the landscape 
where hedgerows are typically lower and there are fewer 
trees. 

Landscape Character Area 13b: Daventry

View across landscape to the south of Ashby St Ledgers

View towards the northern edge of Daventry from Welton Road
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View across landscape from Borough Hill

View towards All Saints Church in Braunston from the Grand Union Canal

Borough Hill 
Plantation

Dodford Holt
Noborough 

Spinney
Underhill 
Spinney

LCT 13 Undulating Hills and Valleys 

Braunston is on rising ground to the north of the Grand 
Union Canal and the combination of hedgerows, small 
fields and frequent trees along the villages southern edge 
provides an attractive edge in views from the canalside. 
All Saints Church and the manor house are features of 
the skyline in these views. The church is also a feature of 
views on the approach to the village from the west, from 
the north western edge of Daventry and PRoW south of 
the village.

The church spires are a feature of an often wooded skyline 
to the village fringes, this is most notable in views from 
Crockwell Hill towards Welton; the western approach into 
Norton and from PRoW to the west of Dodford.

The main roads tend to follow ridge lines and are bordered 
by taller hedgerows and frequent trees. This reduces 
the impact of infrastructure on the landscape but limits 
views out from the roads. From some of the smaller rural 
roads where hedgerows are lower, there are open views 
across the undulating landscape of the patchwork of fields, 
hedgerows and trees. These open views are characteristic 
of the wider landscape type, however are more locally 
distinctive on roads and footpaths east of Borough Hill; 
along Crockwell Hill and roads south of Bragborough Hill 
where these landform features provide a focus to views. 
Approach roads into many of the villages are bordered by 
tall hedgerows and trees creating a wooded and enclosed 
character. 

The visible northern edges of Daventry, warehouse 
development around Watford Gap Motorway Services as 
well as principal roads such as the M1, M45, A361 and 
A5, introduce urban influences. Roads are often visually 
screened by trees and woodland but are audible features. 

Landscape condition
Moderate 
Much of the landscape is well managed and 
features intact. However in places field expansion 
has resulted in the loss of landscape features and 
urbanising features around the northern fringe 
of Daventry undermines the character of the 
landscape.

Landscape Character Area 13b: Daventry

However despite the proximity the urban influence is 
quite localised and much of the landscape has a rural and 
tranquil character.
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Borough Hill

LCT 13 Undulating Hills and Valleys 

View across Daventry Reservoir

Landscape Strategy 13b
New development and land management should be 
controlled to conserve and enhance the balance of the 
rural elements that contribute to the intrinsic character 
of this productive agricultural landscape. The character 
area is adjacent to the eastern edge of Daventry. The 
landform provides a distinctive edge to the town and 
screens much of the built form. Land to the east of 
Daventry Country Park is identified as a sustainable 
urban extension and could increase the influence of 
built development. This edge of Daventry is defined 
by its wooded edges and distinctive features such 
as Daventry Reservoir and Borough Hill. Any change 
along this edge should respect these features, retain 
distinctive views from the surrounding rural roads 
and PRoW to Borough Hill. Copses, hedgerow trees 
and parkland elements should be used within open 
spaces around the fringes of any new development 
to help integrate any new building form with the rural 
surroundings. 

Buildings should make reference to local vernacular, 
particularly those along approaches into the town and 
on the edges of developments where they are more 
visible. This will help reinforce local character and limit 
urban intrusion into the landscape whilst providing 
locally distinctive approaches into the town. In addition 
the individual character of villages, physical separation 
between them as well as their relationship to rising 
ground and ridges should be retained. 

Opportunities should be sought to minimise the effects 
of warehouse development north of Daventry through 
managing the scale and massing of proposed new 

buildings and avoiding high ground and ridge tops. 

This should be acheived by appropriate orientation, use 
of varied textures, gradations to colours and profiles on 
building elevations and advanced landscape planting. 
This will help to reduce perceived effects of scale and 
massing in views and better integrate development into 
the surrounding countryside. 

Change on the southern edge of Daventry should 
ensure that it does not rise above and detract from the 
prominent line of hills within the adjacent Ironstone Hills 
LCT which form a backdrop to the southern edge of the 
town.

Development on the fringes of villages should seek 
to retain wooded edges to help integrate the villages 
into their surrounding landscape ensuring visible 
edges appear nestled in trees. Development should 
respect the position of each settlement on rising ground 
with church towers or spires forming a distinctive 
and recognisable feature. Any new development in 
this landscape should make reference to the locality 
together with particular details of local vernacular 
including street pattern and relationship of built form to 

Landscape Character Area 13b: Daventry

Streetscene in Ashby St Ledgers
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Appendix EDP 3 
Photograph illustrating Strategic Planting along boundary of proposed 

Green Wedge amendment  
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Plans 
 
 
Plan EDP 1 Landscape Designations and Other Considerations 
  (EDP3630/d004b 26 January 2018 OK/WG) 
 
Plan EDP 2 Site Character and Context 
  (EDP3630/d005b 26 January 2018 OK/WG) 
 
Plan EDP 3 Topography 
  (EDP3630/d006b 26 January 2018 OK/WG) 
 
Plan EDP 4 Photoviewpoint Locations 
  (EDP3630/d007b 26 January 2018 OK/WG) 
 
Plan EDP 5 Proposed Amendment to Green Wedge ENV3 

(EDP3630/d008b 26 January 2018 WG/CM) 
 

PS091



Land at Middlemore Farm and Drayton Gate Farm, Daventry 
Landscape Briefing Note 

edp3630_r001b 
 

 

This page has been left blank intentionally 
  

PS091



PS091



PS091



PS091



PS091



PS091



Land at Middlemore Farm and Drayton Gate Farm, Daventry 
Landscape Briefing Note 

edp3630_r001b 
 

 

Photoviewpoints 
(EDP3630/d002b 26 January 2018 JTF/WG) 

 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 1 View north from public bridleway (VB9), within site 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 2 View west from Promoted Route, within site 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 3 View south-east from within site 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 4 View east from Promoted Route (on site boundary) 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 5  View east from promoted route and canal tow path 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 6 View east from within the site 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 7 View north-west from public bridleway (VB9), adjacent to Drayton 

Field industrial estate. 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 8 View north-west from public bridleway (VB9), adjacent to Drayton 

Field industrial estate. 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 9 View north-west from within current settlement edge. 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 10 View south from Welton Road. 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 11 View south from Welton Road. 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 12 View south from Welton Road. 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 13 View south-east from Welton Road at the western edge of Little 

Braunston. 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 14 View east from Grand Union Canal Locks. 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 15 View west from Welton Lane (NCR 50) to the north of Wharf 

Farm. 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 16 View south from Ashby Road (A361). 
 
Photoviewpoint EDP 17 View west from Ashby Road (A361). 
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Photoviewpoint EDP 8: View north-west from public bridleway (VB9), adjacent to Drayton Field industrial estate          Photoviewpoint EDP 8: View north-west from public bridleway (VB9), adjacent to Drayton Field industrial estate          

Photoviewpoint EDP 7: View north-west from public bridleway (VB9), adjacent to Drayton Field industrial estate Photoviewpoint EDP 7: View north-west from public bridleway (VB9), adjacent to Drayton Field industrial estate 
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Photoviewpoint EDP 10: View south from Welton RoadPhotoviewpoint EDP 10: View south from Welton Road

Photoviewpoint EDP 9: View north-west from within current settlement edgePhotoviewpoint EDP 9: View north-west from within current settlement edge
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Photoviewpoint EDP 12: View south from Welton RoadPhotoviewpoint EDP 12: View south from Welton Road
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Photoviewpoint EDP 14: View east from Grand Union Canal Photoviewpoint EDP 14: View east from Grand Union Canal 

Photoviewpoint EDP 13: View south-east from Welton Road at the western edge of Little BraunstonPhotoviewpoint EDP 13: View south-east from Welton Road at the western edge of Little Braunston
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Photoviewpoint EDP 16: View south from Ashby Road (A361)Photoviewpoint EDP 16: View south from Ashby Road (A361)

Photoviewpoint EDP 15: View west from Welton Lane (NCR 50) to the north of Wharf FarmPhotoviewpoint EDP 15: View west from Welton Lane (NCR 50) to the north of Wharf Farm
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