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SECTION 1: THE PURPOSE OF THE STRATEGIES 
 
1.1 The West Northamptonshire Open Space, Sport and Recreation Strategy project brings 

together the three authorities of Northampton, Daventry and South 
Northamptonshire. The structure of the strategies and their interrelationships are 
important as they need to both recognise the approach of the West Northamptonshire 
Joint Core Strategy including the Northampton Related Development Area (NRDA), 
and the requirements of each authority to have its own assessments and 
recommendations for all aspects of sport, recreation and open space planning. These 
strategies will inform the Local Plan Part 2, and will form part of the evidence for the 
Local Plan.  

 
1.2 The report structure reflects these needs:  
 

Part 1:  Profile, Policy Context and Engagement 
 
This covers the district, but also specifically identifies the population projections for 
the relevant NRDA SUEs, the Daventry SUE, and the policy background.   

 
Part 2:  Sports Facilities 

 
This looks at each of the sports facility types in turn, both the larger strategic facilities 
such as sports halls and swimming pools, and local facilities such as outdoor tennis 
courts and bowling greens. Also considered within this strategy report are the 
countryside and water activities such as rowing, sailing, cycling and horse riding.   

 
Part 3:  Playing pitch strategy 

 
This considers grass playing fields plus artificial grass pitches, and primarily considers 
the needs of football, cricket, rugby and hockey.  

 
Part 4:  Open spaces  

 
This strategy considers the various types of open space across the district such as 
parks and gardens, amenity green space, provision for children’s play and young 
people and allotments.    

 
1.3 The strategies for built facilities and playing pitches follow the formal guidance set 

down by Sport England. There is currently no national guidance for open space 
reports, so the approach follows current best practice.   

 
1.4 The strategies consider the demand and supply of facilities across Daventry and 

specifically identifies the implications of those facilities immediately on the border 
with Northampton e.g. Moulton College, and also those in the other adjacent 
authority areas.   

 
1.5 The conclusions and recommendations identify the facility network which will be 

required within the district to meet the needs of the district as a whole, and each sub-
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area of the district. Priorities for investment are proposed and the costs of this 
investment identified. An approach towards assessing the demand arising from 
further, unanticipated new housing, is also provided.   

 
1.6 The Daventry strategy reports inform the Northampton Related Development Area 

assessment along with the parallel reports from Northampton and South 
Northamptonshire. 
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SECTION 2: THE POLICY FRAMEWORK 
 
2.1 The priorities of Daventry District Council are set out in a number of key policy 

documents and these provide the justification for the authority’s and its partners’ 
investment in sport, active recreation and open spaces. These policy documents 
include national, West Northamptonshire, and local planning documents, the 
Community Strategy and the Corporate Strategic Plan.  In a wider context, the plans 
and relevant strategies of all of the authorities around Daventry District are also of 
importance as they will also impact on the future supply and demand for facilities.   

 
 
NATIONAL PLANNING POLICIES  
 
National Planning Policy Framework (2012)  
 
2.2 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), published in March 2012 brought in a 

fundamental change to the strategic planning system. The NPPF is much simpler than 
the previous national policy, and the policies which relate specifically to leisure, sport 
and recreation are summarised in Appendix 1. 

 
2.3 Under Paragraph 156, the NPPF advises that new Local Plans produced by each 

planning authority should set the strategic priorities for the area which specifically 
includes leisure development and “the provision of health, security, community and 
cultural infrastructure and other local facilities”. The Open Space Sport and Recreation 
Strategies will form one part of the evidence base for the emerging Local Plan. 

 
2.4 Under para 178, the NPPF states “Public bodies have a duty to cooperate on planning 

issues that cross administrative boundaries, particularly those which relate to the 
strategic priorities set out in paragraph 156. The Government expects joint working on 
areas of common interest to be diligently undertaken for the mutual benefit of 
neighbouring authorities”. This report therefore also takes into consideration the 
cross-border implications of sport and recreation provision, which is a very significant 
issue for Daventry in the context of West Northamptonshire, but is also important in 
relation to Rugby Borough, and to a lesser extent with the other adjacent authorities.  

 
2.5 Paragraph 70 of the NPPF reads: 
 

“To deliver the social, recreational and cultural facilities and services the community 
needs, planning policies and decisions should:  
 
• plan positively for the provision and use of shared space, community facilities ... 

such as sports venues ... to enhance the sustainability of communities and 
residential environments;  

• guard against the unnecessary loss of valued facilities and services, particularly 
where this would reduce the community’s ability to meet its day-to-day needs;  
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• ensure that established ... facilities and services are able to develop and modernise 
in a way that is sustainable, and retained for the benefit of the community; and  

• ensure an integrated approach to considering the location of ...community 
facilities and services. 

 
2.6 Under NPPF para 73 it states: 

 
“Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation can 
make an important contribution to the health and well-being of communities. Planning 
policies should be based on robust and up-to-date assessments of the needs for open 
space, sports and recreation facilities and opportunities for new provision. The 
assessments should identify specific needs and quantitative or qualitative deficits or 
surpluses of open space, sports and recreational facilities in the local area. Information 
gained from the assessments should be used to determine what open space, sports and 
recreational provision are required”.  

 
2.7 Of particular importance at this time and tested within the strategies is the impact of 

the proposed growth in housing both within and around the authority, as set down in 
the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Local Plan (Part 1) which was adopted 
in December 2014. 

 
2.8 Paragraph 74 states: 
 

“Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including playing 
fields, should not be built on unless:  

 
• an assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open space, 

buildings or land to be surplus to requirements; or  
• the loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by equivalent 

or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location; or 
• the development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the needs for 

which clearly outweigh the loss”. 
 
2.9 Even though the Community Infrastructure Levy for Daventry is now in place, there is a 

need to be able to determine what developer contributions are appropriate as part of 
individual applications where provision is largely on site.  In this assessment, the 
Council will need to take into account the NPPF policy that planning obligations 
(including developer contributions) should only be sought where they meet all 3 tests 
of NPPF para 204 which links to  CIL Regulation 122). The 3 CIL tests are: 

 
• Necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms   

 
If the sport infrastructure is not provided, the impact of the proposal will be 
unacceptable as it will not meet the needs of the relevant policies, and will lead to 
increased pressure on the existing facilities, for example by taking them beyond 
their capacity.  

 
• Directly related to the development   
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The amount of demand which will be generated by the development will be 
identified through estimating the number of residents living in the proposed 
dwellings and applying the local demographic profile.  The impact on the local 
infrastructure will then be determined based on how the development relates to 
the catchment area for each particular facility, and the existing and future expected 
balance in the supply of that facility with the new demand.  

 
The contributions sought for sport and recreation will therefore be directly related 
to the development. 

 
• Fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development 

 
With a known demand for sport and recreation facilities directly related to the 
development as described above, and an assessment of the impact of the 
development on the supply and demand balance caused by the development, the 
contributions sought can be both fairly and reasonably assessed to be in scale and 
kind to the development.   

 
2.10 NPPF para 196 states “The planning system is plan-led. Planning law requires that 

applications for planning permission must be determined in accordance with the 
development plan” and defines the Development plan as “includes adopted or 
approved development plan documents i.e. the Local Plan and neighbourhood plans”. 

 
2.11 The relevant findings of this Strategy (and other sport and recreation reports) such as 

the need for facilities, needs to be clearly part of the Local Plan.  
 
National Planning Practice Guidance  
 
2.12 National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) (PPG 003: Reference ID: 23b-003-

20140306) states: 
 

“Policies for seeking obligations should be set out in a development plan document to 
enable fair and open testing of the policy at examination. Supplementary planning 
documents should not be used to add unnecessarily to the financial burdens on 
development and should not be used to set rates or charges which have not been 
established through development plan policy”. 

  
2.13 The Strategy is founded on robust and up-to-date assessments of the needs for sports 

and recreation facilities, and opportunities for new provision as required by NPPF para 
73. The key policies/recommendations will be set out as part of the emerging Local 
Plan, so as to enable fair and open testing of the policy at examination. 

 
2.14 The NPPG reaffirms the importance of meeting these tests, para 004 states:  
 

“Does the local planning authority have to justify its requirements for obligations?” 
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“In all cases, including where tariff style charges are sought, the local planning 
authority must ensure that the obligation meets the relevant tests for planning 
obligations in that they are necessary to make the development acceptable in planning 
terms, directly related to the development, and fairly and reasonably related in scale 
and kind. Planning obligations should not be sought – on for instance, public art – 
which are clearly not necessary to make a development acceptable in planning terms. 
The Government is clear that obligations must be fully justified and evidenced…” 

 
2.15 It is therefore clear that the emerging Local Plan will need to specifically include 

policies relating to developer contributions for sport and recreation, and to link them 
to this Strategy, as the evidence base. 

 
Planning Act 2008: Community Infrastructure Levy and Pooling 
 
2.16 The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a planning charge, introduced by the 

Planning Act 2008 as a tool for local authorities in England and Wales to help deliver 
infrastructure to support the development of their area. It came into force on 6 April 
2010 through the Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations 2010, and with effect 
from 6 April 2015, the CIL regulations restrict the use of section 106 agreements by 
prohibiting the pooling of contributions from five or more sources. This change came 
into effect regardless of whether a local planning authority has or has not adopted a 
CIL charging schedule. 

 
2.17 Regulation 123 states that: 
 

(2) A planning obligation may not constitute a reason for granting planning permission 
for the development to the extent that the obligation provides for the funding or 
provision of relevant infrastructure.  
(3) A planning obligation (“obligation A”) may not constitute a reason for granting 
planning permission to the extent that—  

(a) obligation A provides for the funding or provision of an infrastructure project 
or type of infrastructure; and 
(b) five or more separate planning obligations that— 

(i) relate to planning permissions granted for development within the 
area of the charging authority; and 
(ii) which provide for the funding or provision of that project, or type of 
infrastructure, have been entered into before the date that obligation A 
was entered into.  

 
2.18 Therefore, if 5 or more contributions have already been secured since 2010 for a 

particular item of infrastructure, a local planning authority cannot ask for another 
contribution. 

 
2.19 Sport, recreation and open space are classed as infrastructure. Interpretation of the 

new regulations are still emerging but it seems the wording suggests a 
contribution/obligation will either be for the funding or provision of a specific 
infrastructure project (e.g. a named sports hall) or to provide the funding or provision 
of a type of infrastructure (e.g. outdoor sport or unspecified “tennis courts”). 
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2.20 The impact of these changes will be that, during negotiations on individual planning 

applications, local authority planners (and likely applicants) will need to check whether 
similar obligations have already been requested and secured by section 106 
obligations with the local planning authority. The authority will need to audit/review 
all Section 106 agreements completed in their area since 6 April 2010. Where an 
authority has included a type of infrastructure (e.g. generic “swimming pools”) on its 
regulation 123 list, specific projects that fall within that type of infrastructure will be 
not be allowed to be considered. However the inclusion of specific projects (e.g. a 
skate park in Town A) on the list would not preclude funding towards other projects of 
a similar type of infrastructure or types of infrastructure (e.g. another skate park in 
Town B). 

 
LOCAL PLANNING POLICIES 
 

 The West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (Local Plan Part 1) (WNJCS) (West 
Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit, 2014) sets out the long term vision and 
objectives for West Northamptonshire for a plan period up to 2029. The area of West 
Northamptonshire comprises the administrative areas of Daventry District, 
Northampton Borough and South Northamptonshire. The housing numbers are 
summarised in WNJCS Policy S3 (Scale and Distribution of Housing) which makes 
provision for about 42,620 net additional dwellings in the plan area during the plan 
period 2011 to 2029. Of these, Policy S4 of the makes provision for 28,470 additional 
dwellings in the NRDA and Policy S5 makes provision for the Sustainable Urban 
Extensions (SUE) as shown in Figure 1 below which also shows the locations of 
strategic green infrastructure for each SUE (green areas). 

 
 Sport, Recreation and Open Space is considered through Policy RC2 – Community 

Needs.  Paragraphs 7.34 to 7.40 which state that: 
 

“Sport, recreation and open space are vital to the community and the local identity of 
an area. The plan area contains a wide variety of high-quality public open spaces, 
whilst further new spaces will be incorporated into the Sustainable Urban Extensions, 
providing residents with good quality access ... The key improvements identified have 
been incorporated into the Infrastructure Delivery Plan as follows: 
 
• New swimming facilities within western and northern Northampton;  
• Rugby pitches and facilities across the plan area;  
• New sports hall with ancillary facilities such as netball courts in each of the 

authority areas; and  
• Synthetic turf pitches in each of the towns. 
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Figure 1: NRDA Sustainable Urban Extension (SUE) Locations  
 

 
 

 
 The WNJCS also refers to sport, recreation, open space and leisure in each policy 

section for each SUE. The needs are as follows: 
 

• SUEs where “Sport and Leisure” is required:  Northampton North (Policy N3); West 
(Policy N4); Kings Heath (Policy N7). 

 
• SUEs where “Open Space and Leisure” is required: South (Policy N5); South of 

Brackmills (N6); North of Whitehills (N8); Upton Park (N9) and; Norwood Farm 
(N10). 

 
 The implications for this OSSRS is that the sporting elements (e.g. playing pitches, 

tennis, sports halls) should be focussed in Northampton North; West and Kings Heath 
SUEs. 

 
 WNJCS Policy N11 states that to support regeneration in Northampton areas of Kings 

Heath/Spencer, Eastfield and Northampton East, Local Plan Part 2 will need to: 
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“Address the existing deficiencies in the level and quality of local recreational 
facilities”. 

 
 Other WNJCS policies refer to the sport, leisure and open space needs of the SUEs at 

Daventry North East, Towcester South and Brackley East. 
 

 The WNJCS has two key policies relating the developers’ contributions for open space, 
sport and recreation, and these are: Policy RC2 on Community Needs and Policy INF2 
on Contributions to Infrastructure Needs. 

 
 Policy RC2 on Community Needs covers both the provision of new community facilities 

and open space, and the protection of existing provision, and also refers to financial 
contributions required towards new provision or enhancement of existing.  
 

 Policy INF2, Contributions to Infrastructure Needs, is supported by detailed 
infrastructure schedules. The implementation of a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
in Northampton Borough on 1st April 2016 is guided by the CIL Regulation 123 list 
(Northampton Borough Council, 2017) and the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP). The 
latest WNJCS Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) update was published in January 2017. 
It lists projects relating to sport, recreation, community facilities and open spaces and 
the key extracts are provided in Appendix 1. 

 
 The IDP is updated annually, and it will be necessary to reflect in the next update the 

findings and recommendations of these strategy reports. 
 
CIL implementation in Daventry 
 
 
2.31 The implementation of CIL in Daventry district on 1 September 2015 is guided by the 

CIL Regulation 123 List, which is broad ranging.  In addition is the parish element of CIL 
which is not subject to the R123 list. The following guidance is contained in the note 
about CIL from Daventry District Council. 

 
The list below sets out those infrastructure elements that Daventry District Council 
currently intends will be, or may be, wholly or partly funded by CIL. The inclusion of 
projects in this list does not signify a commitment from the Council to fund all the 
projects listed, or the entirety of any one project, through CIL. The order in the table 
does not imply any order of preference for spend and the Council will review this list 
at least once a year, as part of its monitoring of CIL collection and spend. 

 
Item 
A. Education, excluding primary schools (but including primary special needs which 
require specialist provision) 
B. Walking and cycling routes, including crossings – excluding that directly serving the 
needs of a development site 
C. Public transport – excluding that directly serving the needs of a development site 
D. A45 Daventry Development Link (between east of Dodford and M1 junction 16) 
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E. Canal and other waterway network improvements and extensions, including water 
supply 
F. Indoor sports 
G. Outdoor sports – excluding that directly serving the needs of a development 
H. Cemeteries 
I. Public realm (including public art) 
J. Green infrastructure, including biodiversity measures – excluding that directly serving 
the needs of a development site 
K. Strategic waste infrastructure (depots, waste transfer stations and the like) – 
excluding that directly serving the needs of a development site 
L. Town centre car parking 
M. Fire and Rescue service buildings and equipment 

 
Note: For the purposes of this list, an item of infrastructure is “directly serving the 
needs” of a development site if, irrespective of whether it is located outside the formal 
(red line) site boundary, it is close to the site and reasonably forms an integral part of 
the site-specific infrastructure. 

 
 
2.32 The Infrastructure & Developer Contributions SPD: Application in the context of CIL 

Regulation 123 List, which was valid from 1st September 2015 on the implementation 
of CIL provides further guidance. It states: 

 
Daventry District Council (the Council) adopted a Supplementary Planning Document 
(SPD) entitled ‘Infrastructure and Developer Contributions’ in October 2013. The 
Council brought the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) into force in the District on 1st 
September 2015. The effect of this is that certain items which may have been sought to 
be provided by planning obligations (s106) in accordance with the SPD can no longer 
be. The table below sets out which elements of the SPD this applies to, in whole or part.  

 
There may be requirements for other contributions identified in other policy documents 
such as the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (December 2014).  

 
In the table:  
• ‘Contributions’ is used as shorthand for ‘provision of or contributions to’.  
• As in the Regulation 123 list, an item of infrastructure is “directly serving the 

needs” of a development site if, irrespective of whether it is located outside the 
formal (red line) site boundary, it is close to the site and reasonably forms an 
integral part of the site-specific infrastructure.  

 
2.33 The relevant sections from the table for the consideration of sport, recreation and 

open space are given in Figure 2:  
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Figure 2: Relevant items from CIL regulation 123 list 

 

SPD  Relevant items on Regulation 
123 list 

Consequences for s106 post 
introduction of CIL 

B1 Open Space:   

Parks and Gardens  Contributions will be required as 
appropriate as per the SPD 

Natural and Semi-
Natural 

J Green infrastructure, including 
biodiversity measures- excluding 
that directly serving the needs of 
a development site 

 

Green Space  Contributions will be required as 
appropriate as per the SPD 

Country Park 

J Green infrastructure, including 
biodiversity measures- excluding 
that directly serving the needs of 
a development site 

Contributions will not be 
required for Country Parks 

Amenity Green Space  
 
Contributions will be required as 
appropriate as per the SPD. 

Children’s Play  
  

 
Contributions will be required as 
appropriate as per the SPD. 

Young People  
 
Contributions will be required as 
appropriate as per the SPD. 

Outdoor Sports  

G Outdoor sports – excluding 
that directly serving the needs of 
a development site  
 

Contributions will not be 
required for outdoor sports 
unless it directly serves the 
needs of a development site.  
 

Allotments  Contributions will be required as 
appropriate as per the SPD. 

B2 Swimming Pools  F Indoor Sports Contributions for swimming 
pools will not be required  

B3 Indoor Sports 
Halls/Courts F Indoor Sports  Contributions for sports halls will 

not be required 

B4 Community Halls  Contributions will be required as 
appropriate as per the SPD 

B5 Indoor Youth  Contributions will be required as 
appropriate as per the SPD 

B7 Transport 

B Walking and cycling routes 
including crossings – excluding 
that directly serving the needs of 
the development site 

Contributions will not be 
required for walking and cycling 
routes, or crossings, unless they 
directly serve the needs of a 
development site.  
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Planning for new schools:  Northampton County Council, School Organisation 
Plan 2016-21 
 
2.34 Northampton County Council’s School Organisation Plan of September 2016 considers 

the need for both new primary schools and secondary schools to meet the planned 
housing growth across the county.  Several new or expanded primary schools are 
proposed in each of the West Northamptonshire authorities, but in relation to 
community sport opportunities, it is the secondary provision that is key.   

 
2.35 The Plan confirms that two new secondary schools will be opening in Northampton 

from September 2016, the Northampton International Academy, and Wootton Park 
School.  The plan also confirms that post 2021 that further secondary schools will be 
required to meet the need.  A site has been reserved at Dallington Grange SUE for a 
1500 place school, and a further school is expected to be developed in the Upton area 
of a similar size, but the location has yet to be confirmed. 

 
2.36 The Organisation Plan suggests that no additional secondary school capacity is 

required for the Daventry district across the secondary schools in the period up to 
2021, but that there may be a need for a new secondary school in Daventry post 2021.     

 
2.37 In South Northamptonshire, there are no definitive plans to increase the capacity at 

the secondary schools but the demand will be monitored.  S106 developer 
contributions are being secured for potential expansion and investment in the facilities 
at:  

 
• Magdalen School, Brackley 
• Sponne School, Towcester 
• Campion School, Bugbrooke 
• Chenderit School, Middleton Cheney 

 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS 
 
2.38 A number of Neighbourhood Plans are being developed in Daventry.  There are several 

plans that have already been made and further plans are at relatively early stages of 
development. The key points from the made plans which are relevant to the open 
space, sport and recreation strategies are summarised below. No detail has been 
extracted from those neighbourhood plans which are at the earlier stages of 
development because they are likely to be subject to significant change.   
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Barby and Onley (Made September 2016) 
 
2.39 This plan was made in September 2016.  
 
2.40 Issues of relevance to the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Strategies include: 
 

• The Barby Pools Marina at Onley Park will be a major scheme helping to 
regenerate the area and also develop 18 ha of new public open space.  The project 
has planning permission.   

• A number of open space sites are identified as important, as are the community 
facilities such as the village halls in Barby and Onley, the cricket pavilion and tennis 
courts. However the tennis courts could not be included as Local Green Space.  

 
2.41 CIL funding is being sought for: 
 

• the resurfacing of the tennis court and improvements to its fencing 
• car park improvements at both village halls 
• provision of play equipment at Barby and Onley playing fields, and in the park at 

the end of School Close, Barby 
• circular routes to link the proposed marina.  

 
Braunston (Made February 2017) 
 
2.42 This plan was made in February 2017.     
 
2.43 Issues of relevance to the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Strategies include: 
 

• Open spaces are well supported and well used, including the canal towpath. 
• The Playing Field includes sports pitches for football and cricket as well as a 

basketball court and play equipment for young children. 
• There is too little provision for young people aged over 11 yrs. 
• An enhanced play area and skate park was needed, and now has planning 

permission. 
• The village hall is well used and its continued improvement is supported. 

 
Brixworth (Made December 2016) 
 
2.44 This plan was made in December 2016.    
 
2.45 Issues of relevance to the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Strategies include 

inadequate parking for the community centre and library. 
 
Flore (Made September 2016) 
 
2.46 This plan was made in September 2016.   
 
2.47 The issues of relevance to the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Strategies include: 
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• The protection of important open spaces.  
 
2.48 CIL funding is being sought for: 

• The creation of a new linear village green with facilities  
• Improvements to the Millennium Hall 
• New children’s play space to the north of the village. 

 
Kilsby (Made July 2016) 
 
2.49 This plan was made in July 2016.   
 
2.50 The issues of relevance to the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Strategies include: 
 

• The protection of existing community leisure and recreational facilities 
• Support for walking and cycling. 

 
Moulton (Made December 2016)  
 
2.51 This plan was made in December 2016.   
 
2.52 The issues of relevance to the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Strategies include: 
 

• policy requiring all new developments to make appropriate provision for, or 
contributions towards, relevant local community infrastructure and facilities 

• allocation of land for a sporting quarter  
• protection of existing open spaces. 

 
Spratton (Made July 2016)  
 
2.53 This plan was made in July 2016.  
 
2.54 It provides protection for allotments and existing open spaces.  
 
2.55 The key proposal of relevance to the Open Space, Sport and Recreation strategies is 

for a new multi-activity community building providing for a wide range of community, 
social and sporting functions. The Recreation Ground is the preferred location. If it is 
not possible to develop this facility on the Recreation Ground, then the alternative 
location must be accessible to the majority of the community, both by car and on foot.  
Contributions from CIL will be sought for this new community facility.  

 
West Haddon (Made January 2016) 
 
2.56 This plan was made in January 20166.  
 
2.57 A key issue identified in the plan is the protection of green spaces, including the 

protection of the “Old Rec” and the relatively recent provision of allotments/leisure 
gardens.  
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2.58 The redevelopment of the village hall site to accommodate expansion of the primary 
school is supported in the policies. 

 
2.59 Protection is given in the policies to the cricket field, playing fields, children’s play 

area, The Pavilion, skate park, bowling green and tennis courts.  Proposals to enhance 
and improve these facilities will be supported if they do not have an adverse impact on 
residential amenity and they provide suitable access and car parking.  

 
2.60 Developer contributions will be sought towards improvements at the village hall, The 

Pavilion and play areas, and towards new pocket parks and exercise areas.  
 
2.61 The plan does not make it clear where a new village hall would be located if the 

current site was to be used for the primary school expansion.  
 
 
CORPORATE DOCUMENTS  
 
Community Strategy 2014-2018 
 
2.62 This builds on the partnership work that has taken place since the Local Strategic 

Partnership (LSP) was formed in 2002.  It establishes the overall strategic direction and 
long term vision for the district, sets priorities, and mechanisms of working across the 
partners. It is based on residents’ surveys and data from a range of sources.  

 
2.63 The Community Strategy links to a number of other key local plans and strategies, 

including the NCC Health and Wellbeing Strategy.   
 
2.64 The vision in the Community Strategy is:  
 

Daventry District will become a model of sustainable development where all people can 
realise their potential and have a good quality of life. 

 
2.65 The key themes set down in the strategy are: 
 

• Health & Wellbeing – we want to encourage everyone in Daventry District to be 
healthier and have a better quality of life.  

• Economy, Learning, Skills & Employment – we want thriving urban and rural 
businesses, high employment and a workforce that is skilled and can achieve their 
full potential. 

• Protect & Enhance our Environment – we want to promote environmental 
sustainability and to improve the attractiveness of the district.  

 
2.66 Under the Health and Wellbeing objective, the strategy has the following priorities: 
 

• Healthy start – every child is safe and has the best start in life 
• Healthy choices – people choose healthier lifestyles and have greater control over 

their health and wellbeing 
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• Healthier for longer – vulnerable adults and elderly people are safe and able to use 
services and support that helps them live as independently as possible. 

 
2.67 The aspirations under this theme include participation in physical activity but there are 

no specific targets or measures.  
 
2.68 Under the Protect and Enhance our Environment theme, the priorities include the 

protection and enhancement of the natural environment, and the actions include cycle 
event promotion to encourage more people to take up cycling.    

 
Corporate Strategic Plan 2017-2020 
 
2.69 This plan sets out the Councils strategic objectives, priorities, measures and targets for 

the three year period. It sets the framework for the development of detailed service 
plans and for the allocation of resources and will help to deliver the Councils Vision to 
Develop a Better District. The plan reflects the direction set down in the Community 
Strategy, and the objectives are:  

 
• Improve our Business Economy, Learning and Skills  
• Protect and Enhance our Environment  
• Promote Healthy, Safe and Strong Communities and Individuals 
• Be an Efficient and Effective Council. 

 
2.70 The second objective includes the priority E3; Deliver attractive public spaces.   
 
2.71 The third objective specifically includes Priority H2, Encourage a safe and healthy 

lifestyle, with H2.1 being Sport and Physical activity facilitated by the Council.     
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SECTION 3: CHARACTER OF DAVENTRY  
 
POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS AND CHANGE 
 
 
Estimating the impact of new housing  
 
3.1 The Joint Core Strategy Part 1 provided an overview of the impact of new housing up 

to 2029 in each of the West Northamptonshire areas, but the level of detail required 
to inform the sports facilities and open space strategies was insufficient, particularly at 
a sub-area level. Bespoke demographic modelling was therefore jointly commissioned 
from Troy Planning by the West Northamptonshire authorities, and overseen by the 
Joint Planning Unit. A summary of the methodology is provided in Appendix 2.  

 
3.2 The demographic information used in the strategies is drawn directly from the 

bespoke modelling, with the exception of parish level population information used in 
the open spaces reports, which is based on the 2011 census.   

 
New housing locations 
 
3.3 The Local Plan Part 1 Joint Core Strategy for West Northamptonshire identifies the 

main locations for new planned housing growth. For Daventry district, these are to the 
north east of Daventry town, and in the Northampton Related Development Area (see 
Figure 1).   

 
3.4 For the purposes of planning sport and recreation facilities, it is useful to differentiate 

between the population which will be in the NRDA SUEs and the rest of the district.  
This is because those people living on the edge of Northampton will usually be closer 
to facilities in Northampton than they are to those within the district boundaries.  

 
Current population  
 
3.5 The total population in 2016 was estimated to be 79,861 and there is expected to be 

growth in the period up to 2029 of about 9,200 people close to Daventry town, plus 
approximately 16,400 people in the NRDA SUEs, giving a total population of the district 
of around 105,500.  

 
3.6 The current population structure of Daventry District is slightly different from that of 

the England average, and this has an impact on the demand for some of the sports 
facilities. Figure 3 illustrates the current population profile, and the dip in the number 
of those aged 15 through to 44 years should be noted. This dip is particularly 
important for the demand for sports halls and in relation to the grass pitch sports of 
football and rugby. Conversely, the number of people aged 40 and over is higher for 
each of the 5 year age groups up to about 80+ years, where it is similar to that of 
England as a whole.  
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Figure 3: Daventry current population structure compared to England 
 

 
 
Future population projections  
 
3.7 The growth in Daventry district will be focussed around Daventry town and in the 

sustainable urban extensions (SUEs) on the edge of Northampton. There are 10 Middle 
Super Output Areas (MSOAs) across the district and these are coded by the ONS, but 
to simplify the strategy, these have been named by their larger settlements or main 
landmarks. Across the MSOA areas but excluding the planned growth in the NRDA 
SUEs, the ones expecting to see significant growth between 2016 and 2029 are North 
Daventry (over 7,200), Moulton Overstone (1,100) Crick Braunston (1,100), and 
Weedon Flore Long Buckby (600), see Figure 4.  The district wide map of the MSOAs is 
given in Appendix 3.  
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Figure 4: Growth across the district to 2029 
 

MSOA Strategy name MSOA code 
Population in 

2016 

Growth up to 
2029 excluding 

NRDA SUEs 

NRDA 
SUE 

growth 
A14 corridor E02005619 5,920 54  
Brixworth Spratton E02005620 8,314 -220  
Crick Braunston E02005621 8,008 1,064  
L Buckby Guilsborough 
Harlestone E02005622 8,730 114 3,048 

Moulton Overstone E02005623 8,344 1,101 13,364 
North Daventry E02005624 10,285 7,241  
Central Daventry E02005625 9,255 -155  
South Daventry E02005626 6,602 -199  
Weedon Flore L Buckby E02005627 6,925 603  
Badby Byfield E02005628 7,478 386  
Daventry district  79,861 9,987  
 
 
3.8 The modelling work undertaken by Troy Planning has identified the SUE populations 

expected across in the various SUE areas up to 2029.  In general the SUEs have a much 
younger population profile than well established populations, and this is well 
illustrated by tracking the combined populations of the SUEs both in and around the 
edge of the NRDA area over time, see Figure 5.  The influx of those aged 30-49 is very 
clear, with a corresponding growth in young children, and the total numbers of people 
grow as the sites are built out. Conversely, the relative numbers of people aged about 
50 years and over are much fewer than the average for the district, and those reaching 
the older ages within the Local Plan period have probably been amongst the first to 
arrive in the new developments.   

 
3.9 This population age structure for the growth areas is important, as many sports 

primarily attract those aged under 45 years, particularly the pitch based sports. In 
terms of open spaces, the high numbers of children and young people in these areas 
confirm the need for good provision in relation to children’s play and youth facilities.  
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Figure 5: Population growth in the NRDA SUEs 
 
 

 
 
3.10 Figure 6 and Figure 7 illustrate the impact of this younger age profile on the district. 

Figure 6 illustrates the impact of the additional housing around Daventry town 
(including the Daventry North East SUE) on the district population as a whole in the 
period up to 2029, but the graph excludes the new planned population for the NRDA 
area. The graph shows that the population is expected to age up to 2029, with more 
people in every age group over 55, and a fall in those aged 45-54 years. However there 
will also be an increase in the number of younger people and young families, most of 
whom are expected to live in the new housing areas around Daventry town.  

 
3.11 The graph in Figure 7 is for the whole population of Daventry district and includes the 

NRDA SUEs for the same period, up to 2029. The impact of the NRDA SUEs is clear, and 
there are now significantly more people expected at every age group under 44 years.  
There is a smaller fall in the number those aged 45-54 years, and a slight increase too 
in the number of people in each age group over 55 years. 
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Figure 6: Daventry district population change 2016-29 
(excluding NRDA SUEs) 

 
 

Figure 7: Daventry district population change 2016-29 
(including NRDA SUEs) 
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3.13 An illustration of the difference between two contrasting populations in the Long 
Buckby/Guilsborough/Harlestone area (excluding the NRDA SUE) and that of the North 
Daventry by 2029 is given in Figure 8. The rural area has limited new housing planned 
and the population by 2029 has relatively high numbers of people aged 55 and over.   
The number of people below 55 years is similar across the age groups, although there 
is a dip in the number of people aged 40-49 years. 

 
3.14 In comparison, the North Daventry MSOA with significant new housing will see a peak 

in those aged 30-40 years, with relatively high numbers of primary school children.  
There is a dip in the number of secondary school age through to about 24 years, as the 
families moving into the new homes have not yet aged and there is no higher 
education facility which will retain young adults in the area. 

 
 

Figure 8: Age structure at 2029 comparison  
(excluding NRDA SUE) 

 
 
 
The SUEs in Daventry District  
 
3.15 There are four planned SUEs within Daventry District; Daventry North, Northampton 

North, Buckton Fields and Northampton West. There is also current construction in 
Daventry Monksmoor, taking this area from a population of 668 in 2016 to around 
3,341 by 2029. 

 

0.0%

1.0%

2.0%

3.0%

4.0%

5.0%

6.0%

7.0%

8.0%

9.0%

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f p
eo

pl
e 

Age

L Buckby
Guilsborough
Harlestone

North
Daventry



DRAFT DRAFT 

  
 

   
Nortoft Partnerships Ltd Part 1: Profile, Policy Context and Engagement Page 26 of 59 
 Daventry District  

3.16 In terms of the modelling for future demand for sports facilities and playing pitches it 
is appropriate to both consider those SUEs within the NRDA area as part of Daventry 
district, and to assess the need for Daventry district without the NRDA SUEs. The NRDA 
SUEs are: 

 
• Buckton Fields (north of Whitehills) 
• Northampton North 
• Northampton West 

 
3.17 The detailed population information for Monksmoor and the planned Daventry North 

East SUE, Figure 9, shows that up to 2029 there will be an additional 9,220 residents 
around Daventry town, provided for in the two major urban extensions. Appendix 4 
provides the detailed calculations behind these figures.  

 
Figure 9: Growth around Daventry town 

 

Age 
Daventry North East Monksmoor  Total around Daventry town 
2021 2026 2029 2016 2021 2026 2029 2016 2021 2026 2029 

0-4 68 428 622 55 292 338 315 55 360 765 937 
5-9 40 339 609 32 163 331 376 32 204 670 985 
10-14 35 282 439 28 148 239 262 28 182 520 701 
15-19 19 188 335 15 97 182 208 15 116 369 543 
20-24 14 119 218 11 67 119 141 11 81 238 359 
25-29 51 279 351 41 228 191 169 41 279 470 520 
30-34 72 449 621 58 311 337 313 58 383 786 934 
35-39 76 524 777 61 303 422 396 61 379 946 1,173 
40-44 40 378 625 32 189 339 361 32 228 717 986 
45-49 21 224 442 17 108 240 260 17 129 464 702 
50-54 17 126 246 14 58 134 166 14 75 260 412 
55-59 9 88 156 7 50 85 98 7 59 172 254 
60-64 7 71 135 6 36 73 70 6 44 144 205 
65-69 3 41 85 2 13 46 64 2 16 87 149 
70-74 4 27 48 3 9 26 32 3 13 53 80 
75-79 2 28 41 1 9 22 22 1 11 51 63 
80-84 1 23 42 1 2 23 28 1 2 46 70 
85-89 0 15 52 0 1 28 28 0 1 43 80 
90+ 0 10 36 0 1 19 31 0 1 29 67 
Total 478 3,638 5,879 383 2,085 3,194 3,341 383 2,563 6,831 9,220 
 
3.18 The detailed populations and the anticipated age profiles of the SUEs in the NRDA 

area, are given in Appendix 4, but are summarised in Figure 10. This shows that by 
2029 it is expected that the NRDA SUEs within Daventry district will have over 16,400 
new residents.   
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Figure 10: NRDA SUEs within Daventry district 
 

Age 
Buckton Fields Northampton North Northampton West 

NRDA total in Daventry 
District  

2021 2026 2029 2021 2026 2029 2021 2026 2029 2021 2026 2029 
0-4 158 297 286 363 768 973 53 235 323 574 1,299 1,582 
5-9 89 290 342 203 752 1,162 31 186 316 323 1,228 1,820 
10-14 80 210 238 184 542 809 27 155 228 290 907 1,275 
15-19 52 160 190 120 413 644 15 103 174 187 676 1,008 
20-24 36 104 128 84 270 436 11 65 113 131 439 677 
25-29 124 167 154 283 433 522 40 153 182 447 754 858 
30-34 169 296 285 387 766 969 56 247 322 612 1,309 1,576 
35-39 164 371 360 377 959 1,224 59 288 403 600 1,618 1,987 
40-44 102 298 328 235 771 1,116 31 207 324 368 1,277 1,768 
45-49 58 211 236 134 546 802 16 123 229 209 880 1,267 
50-54 32 117 151 73 304 513 13 69 128 118 490 792 
55-59 27 75 89 63 193 302 7 48 81 97 315 472 
60-64 20 64 64 45 167 218 6 39 70 70 270 352 
65-69 7 40 58 16 105 198 2 22 44 25 167 300 
70-74 5 23 29 12 59 100 3 15 25 20 96 154 
75-79 5 20 20 12 51 69 1 16 21 18 86 110 
80-84 1 20 25 2 52 87 1 13 22 4 85 134 
85-89 1 25 25 1 64 87 0 8 27 2 97 139 
90+ 0 17 28 1 44 96 0 5 19 1 67 142 
Total 1,130 2,805 3,037 2,593 7,258 10,327 372 1,997 3,048 4,095 12,060 16,412 
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Implications of the demographic changes 
 
3.19 These demographic findings, based on the adopted Local Plan Part 1 Joint Core 

Strategy housing numbers, mean it is likely that, for most sports across much of the 
district, the aging population with its decreasing participation rates in sport is balanced 
out by any increase in the number of people living within the locality. The notable 
exception to this is in the SUEs, where the extra populations may be large enough to 
justify some new sporting provision including grass pitches, as well as new open space.  

 
3.20 With the exception of the NRDA area and the Daventry North East SUE, there is 

therefore limited justification for additional sports facilities or playing pitches across 
the district, and here the priorities are to ensure that identified site specific issues are 
addressed. The Daventry North East SUE needs to be considered in relation to the 
capacity and accessibility of existing sports facilities, pitches and open space in 
Daventry town. The NRDA SUEs need to be both considered in relation to the district, 
and to the NRDA area as a whole. 

 
3.21 Where new provision for built sports facilities, playing pitches and open space is 

required to be provided on site, then it is essential that sufficient and suitable land 
areas are provided for free within the development, and that the financial 
contributions towards the actual facilities are then on a pro-rata basis for the expected 
population, subject to CIL compliancy.   
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC FACTORS 
 
Deprivation 
 
3.22 Whilst Daventry district is generally a relatively affluent area (it is ranked 238 out of 

326 in England on the Index of Multiple Deprivation), there are some pockets of 
significant deprivation around Daventry town, illustrated by the map in Figure 11. The 
areas shaded red and orange around Daventry are in the top 20% most deprived areas 
in the country, and are 4.5% of the Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs) in Daventry.  

  
Figure 11: Multiple deprivation in Daventry district 2015 

(Source: Northamptonshire Analysis) 
 

Key: Deprivation by IMD 2015 national dectile:   
Dectile 1 is the most deprived and Dectile 10 is the least deprived 
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Health 
 
3.23 Public Health England’s Daventry Health Profile for 2015 (Figure 12) shows that 

generally the population is relatively healthy but there are particular problems in the 
district relating to smoking during pregnancy and road deaths and injuries. 

 
Figure 12: Health Profile for Daventry 
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3.24 The cost of physical inactivity in Daventry district per 100,000 people per year based 

on estimates by the British Heart Foundation (source:  Sport England Local Profile Tool, 
June 2015) in 2009/10 was £1,809,138. This is somewhat higher than the East 
Midlands average of £1,759,906, but slightly lower than the national average of 
£1,817,285. 

 
 
PARTICIPATION IN SPORT AND ACTIVE RECREATION 
 

 Sport England released its first report called Active Lives in January 2017 (Sport 
England, 2017). Active Lives is broader than the previous Active People Survey as it 
includes walking and cycling for both leisure and travel, dance and gardening, in 
addition to the sporting and fitness activities included in the previous Active People 
Survey. 

 
 The table shows that, the levels of activity of adults aged 16+ years in the West 

Northamptonshire authorities, their CIPFA benchmark comparator authorities, plus 
Swindon which is also used as a comparator for Northampton. The definitions are: 

 
Moderate activity: This is defined as activity where you raise your heart rate and feel a 
little out of breath. 
 
Vigorous activity: This is where you are breathing hard and fast and your heart rate has 
increased significantly (you will not be able to say more than a few words without 
pausing for breath). 
 
Moderate intensity equivalent (MIE) minutes: means each ‘moderate’ minute counts 
as one minute. Any vigorous activity counts for double, so each vigorous minute 
counts as two moderate minutes. The 30 MIE minutes can be achieved in one go or in 
chunks of at least 10 minutes across different days through a combination of physical 
activities. 
 
Inactive:  someone who, over the course of a week, does not achieve a total of 30 
moderate intensity equivalent (MIE) minutes of physical activity. 
 
Fairly active: someone who is active for 30-149 minutes a week. 
 
Active: someone who is active for at least 150 minutes a week.  

 
 The data in Figure 13 shows that the residents of Daventry are generally less active 

than the national or regional averages, and are also less active that most of the 
comparator authorities. 
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Figure 13: Sport and physical activity levels for adults  

 
Authority  CIPFA 

comparator for 
Inactive 

(<30 minutes a 
week) 

Farily active 
(30-149 minute 

a week) 

Active 
(150+ minutes a 

week) 
England   22.0% 12.6% 65.4% 
East Midlands  22.2% 12.3% 65.5% 
Daventry  South Northants  23.0% 15.8% 61.3% 
South 
Northamptonshire 

Daventry 19.4% 10.1% 70.5% 

Northampton  24.4% 11.9% 63.7% 
Ashford Daventry 23.0% 11.0% 65.9% 
Basildon Northampton 22.9% 12.2% 64.9% 
Colchester Northampton 15.8% 10.9% 73.3% 
Gloucester Northampton 27.0% 11.0% 62.1% 
Harborough Daventry 

South Northants 
23.2% 13.1% 63.7% 

Mid Suffolk South Northants 21.6% 13.9% 64.5% 
Preston Northampton  21.1% 12.2% 66.7% 
Ribble Valley South Northants 16.0% 13.9% 70.1% 
Selby Daventry 17.1% 9.3% 73.5% 
Swindon** Northampton 21.3% 13.4% 64.3% 
 

**  Swindon is not a CIPFA benchmark authority, but is used by Northampton Borough Council as a 
comparator.  

 
 The Active Lives Survey report shows that: 

 
• more males are active than females,  
• participation in sport and physical activity declines with age 
• activity levels for people with a disability decreases as the number of impairments 

increase 
• the higher the socio-economic group, the more active 
• the difference between the number of men and women taking part is greatest for 

sporting 
• several of the new activities that form Sport England’s extended remit are more 

popular with women than with men. 
 

 These trends suggest that the priorities for the West Northamptonshire authorities 
should be to encourage and support those people who are inactive or only fairly active 
to become more so, and that the investment priorities should be opportunities which 
are /can be made available to both young children and to older people, those in the 
lower socio-economic groups, and activities that attract women and girls. These 
opportunities relate to both built facilities for sport and recreation and open spaces, 
including walking and cycling routes. 
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 The Key Performance Indicators to which back the Government’s strategy, Sporting 
Future, A New Strategy for an Active Nation (Dept for Culture, Media & Sport, 2015) 
and which are measured in Active Lives are: 

 
KPI 1 – Increase in percentage of the population taking part in sport and physical 
activity at least twice in the last month  
 
KPI 2 – Decrease in percentage of people physically inactive  
 
KPI 3 – Increase in the percentage of adults utilising outdoor space for exercise/ health 
reasons  
 
KPI 4 – Increase in the percentage of children achieving physical literacy standards  
 
KPI 5 – Increase in the percentage of children achieving swimming proficiency and 
Bikeability Levels 1-3  
 
KPI 6 – Increase in the percentage of young people (11-18) with a positive attitude 
towards sport and being active  

 
Participation in sports in Daventry  
 

 Figure 14 shows the level of participation in the four activities of cycling, athletics, 
gym, swimming and fitness class, extracted from the Sport England Local Profile Tool 
and based on the Active People Survey results of 2015/16 for those people taking part 
at least once a month. This shows that cycling is much more popular in Daventry than 
the regional or national averages, and that athletics (including jogging), gym sessions 
and fitness classes are also higher. The rates of participation in swimming are notably 
lower and should be considered in the light of the market segmentation findings for 
Daventry (see Figure 19) which shows a high level of interest in swimming. This lower 
rate of participation may reflect the swimming pool network and its 
availability/accessibility to Daventry residents. 

 
Figure 14: Top sports in Daventry with regional and national comparison 

 
Sport Daventry East Midlands National 
Cycling  11.5% 9.3% 8.3% 
Athletics 8.0% 7.0% 7.1% 
Gym Session  13.7% 10.6% 11.2% 
Swimming  6.5% 8.6% 9.5% 
Fitness Class 5.9% 4.4% 4.9% 
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Market Segmentation 
 
3.32 Sport England has developed nineteen sporting segments to help understand 

individuals’ attitudes and motivations to sports and physical activity and this tool is a 
useful extension of the other socio-economic mapping available from elsewhere. The 
information used to develop these segments is derived from information sourced 
primarily from the Active People Survey, but also from the census, and supplemented 
with information from other market research surveys.  

 
3.33 The intelligence provided by the Market Segmentation tool helps in the understanding 

of why particular sports have more demand than others in an authority, and highlights 
any significant differences in areas across the authority. In turn this will help to identify 
which facility types should be the highest priority in each area. The nineteen segments 
are as follows (Figure 15). 

 
Figure 15: Market Segments 

 
Segment Type of person Name 
1 Competitive Male Urbanites Ben 
2 Sports Team Lads Jamie 
3 Fitness Class Friends Chloe 
4 Supportive Singles Leanne 
5 Career Focused Females Helena 
6 Settling Down Males Tim 
7 Stay at Home Mums Alison 
8 Middle England Mums Jackie 
9 Pub League Team Mates Kiev 
10 Stretched Single Mums Paula 
11 Comfortable Mid-Life Males Philip 
12 Empty Nest Career Ladies Elaine 
13 Early Retirement Couples Roger & Joy 
14 Older Working Women Brenda 
15 Local ‘Old Boys’ Terry 
16 Later Life Ladies Norma 
17 Comfortable Retired Couples Ralph & Phyllis 
18 Twilight Year Gents Frank 
19 Retirement Home Singles Elsie & Arnold 

 
 
3.34 Each of the nineteen segments is identified as having different characteristics in 

relation to patterns of physical activity. Appendix 5 provides more detail on the types 
of activities which appeal to each, and their motivation for participating in sport. The 
market segmentation data is available at local authority level as well as lower and 
middle super output areas. 
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3.35 Sport England expects the use of the Market Segmentation tool as part of the 
assessment process for all sports strategies, and the information has been used in 
three ways.   

 
• An authority-wide overview of the total population as a pie-chart (Figure 16) 
• The geographical distribution of dominant market segments by Middle Super 

Output Area (MSOA), illustrated by the map at Figure 17, and Lower Super Output 
Areas (LSOAs) for parts of the district in Figure 18 

• Identification of key sports for the area (Figure 19). 
 
3.36 It is important to note from the pie chart in Figure 16 that there are some market 

segments which do not appear on the maps. This is because although they are 
distributed widely across the authority, they do not dominate in any one area.  

 
 

Figure 16: Largest market segments (whole authority) 
(And percentage of residents) 

 

 
3.37 Figure 17 maps the dominant market segments in each MSOA across the district. It is 

clear that the “Settling down Males” group (Tim) dominates much of the district, 
although there is an area dominated by “Comfortable Mid Life Males” (Philip) and 
another by the “Comfortable Retired Couples” group, (Ralph and Phyllis). As a result, 
activities such as cycling are more popular than in other areas of the country.  

 

12.8

10.9

8.3

7.8

7.3
7

6.5

6.3

5.6

5.1

22.4 Tim

Philip

Elaine

Roger & Joy

Alison

Ralph & Phyllis

Chloe

Ben

Elsie & Arnold

Helena

Others



DRAFT DRAFT 

  
 

   
Nortoft Partnerships Ltd Part 1: Profile, Policy Context and Engagement Page 36 of 59 
 Daventry District  

3.38 However if the dominant market segment maps are considered at the Lower Super 
Output Area (LSOA) level, see Figure 18, then more detail emerges, particularly around 
Daventry town, which now shows more clearly the areas of higher deprivation linked 
with the “Kevin” and “Paula” market segments, the older age groups around Barby 
and East Haddon, and an area of “Alison” close to Brixworth. 
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Figure 17: Market Segmentation map- MSOA level 
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Figure 18: Market Segmentation map- LSOA level 
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3.39 The sports which each market segment group currently take part in, and what they 

would be attracted to, are given in Figure 19. This figure illustrates the importance 
of swimming, keep fit/gym and cycling to many of the residents of Daventry 
district.  Also of note are athletics (which includes jogging), tennis and golf.   

 
3.40 It should be noted that the Market Segmentation tool is a snap-shot of the current 

picture, and unfortunately is not available for forecasting. However it is likely that 
the general picture presented by this map will remain largely valid, although the 
groups will age in many areas.   

 
3.41 The characteristics of the market segments that will take up the housing within the 

SUEs will largely depend on the nature of the homes provided. If a similar mix of 
homes is built in the SUEs as were in Grange Park, then the market segments are 
likely to be primarily the “Tim” group, of professional settling down families.  
Appendix 6 is a 5 km catchment around Grange Park, with its pie chart and sport 
segments. The sports which are attractive to these residents are very similar to 
those for the rest of the district, with swimming, keep fit/gym and cycling being the 
most important.  

 
3.42 In summary, the Market Segmentation tool provides useful background 

information on the demographics of an area, and the activities which different 
communities in different places are likely to be interested in. The tool is referred to 
within each of the sports strategy sections, as it gives a guide to the relative 
importance of different activities at a local and district level.   
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Figure 19: Market segmentation and interest in sport 
 
 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 
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Male
26-45 Married or 

single.  
May have 

Professional 
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Life Male
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with 
children

Full time 
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owner occupier 

Cycling Keep fit/gym Swimming Football Golf Swimming Cycling Keep fit/gym Golf Athletics

Elaine Empty Nest 
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Roger & 
Joy

Early Retirement 
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SECTION 4: POLICIES AND STRATEGIES OF ADJACENT 
AUTHORITIES  

 
4.1 It is important to set Daventry district within the context of the wider regional sub-

area. A full summary of the strategy information for each of the adjacent 
authorities is provided in Appendix 7, and the relevant information is drawn out 
under each of the facility and pitch sections of this report.  

 
 

SECTION 5: NATIONAL POLICY FRAMEWORK FOR SPORT AND 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 

 
H M Government Sporting Future:  A New Strategy for an Active Nation 
 
5.1 This wide-ranging detailed strategy was launched in December 2015, and the most 

relevant points to the local authority strategies are summarised below. The 
Government strategy aims to change the way in which sport is considered, from 
simply how many people take part, to what people get out of participating and 
what more can be done to encourage everyone to have a physically active lifestyle.   

 
5.2 The funding decisions of Government will now be made on the basis of the social 

good that sport and physical activity can deliver, not simply the number of 
participants. The five key outcomes which will define success in sport are: 

 
• physical well-being 
• mental well-being 
• individual development 
• social and community development 
• economic development. 

 
5.3 The primary funding will be focussing on those people who tend not to take part in 

sport including women and girls, disabled people, those in lower socio-economic 
groups and older people. All new government funding will go to organisations 
which can deliver some or all of the five outcomes, and those organisations which 
show that they can work collaboratively and tailor their work at the local level will 
be the most likely to receive funding.   

 
5.4 The Government strategy broadens Sport England’s remit so that it becomes 

responsible for sport outside of school from the age of 5 rather than 14.   
 
5.5 The Active People Survey will be renamed Active Lives with a greater focus on how 

active people are overall rather than participation in a particular sport, and with a 
new set of performance indicators to reflect the five key outcomes.   
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5.6 Policy will support the value of broader engagement in sport, through volunteering, 
spectating, or the general feel-good factor associated with sporting success.  
Government has reaffirmed its commitment to Olympic and Paralympic success but 
also extending support to non-Olympic sports particularly with grassroots 
investment.   

 
5.7 Government intends to establish a new mandatory governance code to help tackle 

doping, match-fixing and corruption. There is an intention to make the sport sector 
stronger and more resilient through changes in governance, developing the 
workforce, and reducing the reliance on public funding. The establishment of a 
Sports Business Council was also announced, which will develop a new business 
strategy to support growth, improve access to finance, and develop skills in the 
Sport Sector.  

 
5.8 The primary role of central Government will be to ensure cross-departmental co-

ordination, and an annual report to parliament will be produced setting out the 
progress on implementing the strategy.   

 
5.9 The Government’s strategy recognises that local government are the biggest public 

sector investor in sport and physical activity, spending over £1bn per year excluding 
capital spend. Councils have an important leadership role in forging partnerships, 
unblocking barriers to participation and improving the local sport delivery system, 
and local authorities are seen as crucial in delivering sport and physical activity 
opportunities. As such many councils have integrated physical activity into public 
health policy with the objective of promoting wellbeing, and have produced Health 
and Wellbeing Strategies.   

 
5.10 In relation to open spaces, the strategy states: 
 

Being close to where people live, high quality multi-use local green spaces can play 
a key role as sporting venues and as alternative settings for sport and healthy 
activity for communities including new audiences that are less likely to use 
traditional sports centres. The opportunities to realise the multiple benefits that can 
be achieved for communities by investing in green spaces and routes as venues for 
sport and healthy activity should be considered whenever they arise. 

 
5.11 The strategy specifically states that support for sport and physical activity 

infrastructure is not restricted to pitches, sports halls and buildings. In future it 
should include all types of places where people take part in activity in both rural 
and urban environments. Providing people with the freedom to use existing 
facilities and spaces and keeping them in good repair, is seen as important as 
building new infrastructure. 

 
5.12 The Government strategy is seeking new ways of supporting local physical activity 

strategies in selected geographical areas, and expects Sport England, Public Health 
England and Health and Wellbeing Boards to work closely together on pilot 
projects. Collaborative and innovative approaches are also being encouraged at the 
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very local level involving organisations such as housing associations and the police, 
and Lottery funding policies will be changed to more easily support such projects.  

 
5.13 County Sport Partnerships would undergo a formal review in relation to their role 

and remits, and this will be concluded in the summer of 2016. 
 
Sport England:  towards an active nation, strategy 2016-2021 
 
5.14 Sport England launched its new five year national strategy in May 2016. It responds 

to the Government’s Sporting Future strategy, and as such has a stronger focus on 
reaching those who are least active, and helping to deliver the wider Government’s 
strategy’s outcomes. The key changes that Sport England are making to the way 
that they work are: 

 
• Focusing more money and resources on tackling inactivity. 
• Investing more in children and young people from the age of five. 
• Helping those who are active now to carry on, but at lower cost to the public 

purse over time. 
• Putting customers at the heart of what they do, responding to how people 

organise their lives and helping the sector to be more welcoming and inclusive, 
especially of those groups currently under-represented in sport. 

• Helping sport to keep pace with the digital expectations of customers. 
• Working nationally where it makes sense to do so (for example on 

infrastructure and workforce) but encouraging stronger local collaboration to 
deliver a more joined-up experience of sport and activity for customers. 

• Working with a wider range of partners, including the private sector, using their 
expertise as well as Sport England investment to help others align their 
resources. 

• Working with our sector to encourage innovation and share best practice 
particularly through applying the principles and practical learning of behaviour 
change.  

 
5.15 There will be 7 investment programmes by Sport England which reflect the policy 

direction set down in the Government strategy Sporting Future. These will replace 
the existing programmes, and are summarised below: 

 
1 Tackling inactivity 
This will be the highest priority for investment, and at least 25% of Sport England’s 
total resources (£265m) will dedicated to this programme. Sport England will set 
targets for the percentage of inactive people who will benefit from their major 
investment programmes. 

 
2 Children and young people 
Sport England will focus on pre- and post-school activities for children from the age 
of 5 years.    
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3 Volunteering – a dual benefit 
Sport England will focus on what the volunteer gets out of volunteering, making it 
easier to fit volunteering in sport into a modern lifestyle and making volunteers 
more representative of society.   

 
4 Taking sport and activity into the mass market 
Sport England will seek out and back the ideas that can help make sport a mass 
market activity, including making sport more digitally accessible. 

 
5  Supporting sport’s core market 
Sport England will work with sporting organisations to improve their sustainability 
and increase efficiency. 

 
6 Local delivery 
Sport England will demonstrate the benefits of working in a more joined-up way in 
some specific places, a mix of urban and rural, where they will pilot new ways of 
working locally and build long-term collaborations. There will be at least £130m 
investment over the next 4 years in 10 places in England. The identification of the 
locations will involve Public Health England and be places where addressing 
physical activity is a priority in the local health and wellbeing strategies.   

 
7 Facilities 
Sport England will continue to invest in all types of facilities, with a strong 
presumption in favour of multi-sport for their major strategic investments.  
Locations where sport is located alongside other services such as schools, libraries 
or doctor’s surgeries are also seen as particular opportunities.  

 
5.16 Sport England expects every new major facility to have a robust and sustainable 

business plan, and will offer specialist advice and support to those applying for 
major capital investment.   

 
5.17 The use of existing facilities will be encouraged, particularly the use of schools 

through the Use our School guidance document. 
 

5.18 They will also create a new Community Asset Fund to support local infrastructure 
which will replace the Inspired Facilities and Protecting Playing Fields schemes.  
This will have a simplified capital grant application process and also include short 
term revenue grants to support local communities to take ownership of local 
assets. The grants will be of between £10,000 and £150,000.   

 
5.19 In addition to the major facilities and Community Asset Fund scheme, Sport 

England will continue to invest £18m per year over the next four years in 
accordance with the football facility investment strategy being developed in 
association with the Football Association, the Premier League and the Football 
Foundation. This will include the Parklife project which will create football hubs in 
more than 20 major cities across the country.   
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SECTION 6: CONSULTATION ON THE STRATEGIES  
 
6.1 The strategies have been developed following extensive consultation with a wide 

range of stakeholders, organisations including sports clubs, and individuals. Most of 
the comments received relate to either the sports provision or to open spaces, and 
the detailed comments are incorporated into each of the strategy sections, for 
example from sport clubs.  

 
6.2 A review of the main funded National Governing Body strategies of most relevance 

to West Northants has been completed, and the findings have been integrated with 
their consultation returns and have been used to inform the strategy development.   
Of particular use to the partners’ strategies are the comments from those national 
governing bodies which have sports specific facilities, for example gymnastics and 
sailing. 

 
6.3 There has been an opportunity for all clubs to respond to the clubs consultation, 

either as pitch sports or as non-pitch sports. The pitch sports clubs have been 
contacted directly by email using the club contact lists provided by the relevant 
national governing body; football, cricket, rugby and hockey. The non-pitch sports 
clubs have been contacted via the database held by Northamptonshire Sport and 
via the national governing bodies. The returns from the clubs have been used as 
part of the assessment process for each facility type.   

 
6.4 The Parish and Town Councils were also directly consulted about their open spaces, 

village facilities and investment priorities. The feedback about the open spaces has 
been used to inform the site lists for the site audits, and the feedback on the issues 
and investment priorities will inform the local investment recommendations in the 
reports.    

 
6.5 A survey of individuals was promoted by the three West Northamptonshire via 

social media and was open for responses between October 2015 and March 2016.  
The inclusion of a postcode in the questions has enabled the detailed responses to 
be linked to a specific authority. Overall there were 419 individual responses, which 
makes the generic questions reasonably statistically robust when taken as a whole.   
The key findings from the returns have been used to test and develop the 
standards of provision for open space, and to give an overall feel for the amount of 
sports facility and pitch provision across West Northamptonshire. Where detailed 
comments have been received, these have been included within the individual 
strategy sections. A copy of the individuals’ survey is provided as Appendix 8.   

 
6.6 A student survey was also developed to enable secondary schools to canvass the 

opinion of their students. Although this was made available to all schools and 
promoted to them, only Guilsborough School in Daventry district used it 
extensively, and 276 responses were received. There were also a small number of 
returns from other schools in Daventry, such as the UTC, but the quality of the 
comments received was variable so have added only limited information to that 
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from elsewhere. A copy of the student survey is provided as Appendix 9. Again area 
and site specific information has been included within the strategies.   

 
Key findings from the individual survey 
 
6.7 The following are the key findings from the West Northamptonshire survey as a 

whole.   
 
6.8 Over 91% of the respondees to the individual survey live within West 

Northamptonshire.  
 
6.9 The facilities and spaces most used by respondees, in descending order, are given 

in Figure 20. This demonstrates the importance of open spaces, but also the 
relative importance of swimming pools, community centres and village halls, and 
other sports facilities such as fitness gyms, sports halls and grass pitches.   

 
Figure 20: Do you use these facilities and spaces?   

 
Facility type % 
Country Parks (e.g. Brixworth or Daventry country park) 73.2% 
Natural greenspaces (e.g. meadows and woodland) 64.4% 
Formal parks and gardens (e.g. Abington Park or Steane Park) 59.3% 
Walking / Running routes (traffic free) 47.2% 
Swimming pools 40.5% 
Children's playgrounds 37.9% 
Amenity greenspaces (e.g. grass areas in housing areas) 36.3% 
Community centres / Village halls (for sports/active recreation 
use) 32.2% 

Cycle routes 30.7% 
Gym / fitness facilities 25.5% 
Sports halls 20.9% 
Grass pitches 18.0% 

 
 
6.10 A question asking whether the individual felt that there was too much, too little or 

about the right level of provision was asked, with the following result (Figure 21).  
This again demonstrates the overall importance to residents across West 
Northamptonshire of both open space and the main sports facilities, particularly 
swimming pools. It is notable that there appears to be a real desire for more open 
space areas, but also the need for more swimming pool and community 
centre/village hall type facilities.   
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Figure 21: Is there too much or too little provision of facilities and spaces? 

 
6.11 Another question asked how important particular facilities and spaces were to the 

individual responding, asking the respondees to rank each from 1 (Very Important), 
to 5 (not important), see Figure 22. This reinforces the support for walking/running 
routes, cycle routes, community centres/village halls and swimming pools.
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Figure 22: Relative importance of facilities and spaces to the respondent  
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6.12 When asked if the respondent currently took part in any form of sport or physical 
activity, including running and dance, almost 87% said that they did. This is much 
higher than the Active People Survey figure and reflects the reason why Sport 
England is now expanding its survey to cover a much wider range of activities.   

 
6.13 Respondees were asked how often they used indoor sports facilities, and Figure 23 

shows that gym/fitness is the most important activity on a weekly basis, with 
swimming coming second. 

 
Figure 23: How often do you take part in these indoor activities? 

 

Answer Options At least once a 
week 

At least once a 
month 

Gym and Fitness Classes 98 17 
Swimming, pool sports and pool fitness classes 60 54 
Martial Arts/Boxing/Judo/Taekwondo/Wrestling 
etc. 11 3 

5-a-side Football/Futsal 10 4 
Bowls 9 4 
Badminton 6 12 
Gymnastics (inc. trampolining) 6 2 
Basketball 2 2 
Netball 2 1 
Squash and Racketball 1 7 
Volleyball 1 1 

 
6.14 A similar question was asked in relation to the frequency of participation in 

different outdoor activities. Figure 24 shows that walking/rambling is almost 4 
times more important than cycling as an activity and that most people walk at least 
once a week. This is important when considering the overall pattern of activity in 
the West Northamptonshire area, and the fact that walking/rambling does not 
appear to the same extent in the Sport England Active People Survey.   

 
6.15 When asked whether the respondent would like to take part in more sport and 

physical activities, about 36% said yes they would, 46% said possibly and 20% said 
“no”. The reasons why people do not do more activity largely reflects national 
research, and these are given Figure 25. This is primarily a lack of free time, but 
cost and family commitments are both important barriers to participation, as are 
difficulties of accessing facilities at suitable times. Religious barriers were not 
identified as a problem. 
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Figure 24: Participation in outdoor sports  
 

Answer Options At least once a 
week 

At least once a 
month 

Walking/Rambling 189 47 
Cycling 50 46 
Athletics (incl. running/jogging) 48 14 
Football 21 7 
Tennis 12 7 
Golf 11 12 
Bowls 10 1 
Rugby Union 8 3 
Cricket 7 3 
Skateboarding/BMX/Rollerblading 4 1 
Hockey 2 2 
Netball 2 1 
Sailing 2 3 
Angling 1 7 
Canoeing 1 4 
Rowing 1 2 

 
 

Figure 25: What prevents you from participating/participating more?  
 

Answer Options Response Percent 
Lack of free time 55.5% 
Cost 24.9% 
Family commitments/childcare arrangements 24.6% 
Difficulty accessing facilities/activities during suitable times 18.3% 
Lack of motivation 17.0% 
Lack of knowledge about what's available 17.0% 
I do enough already 16.4% 
Lack of people do exercise with 15.5% 
Other (please specify) 11.4% 
Difficulty travelling to facilities/activities 9.5% 
Lack of appropriate clubs 9.5% 
Ill health or disability 8.8% 
Lack of parking 8.5% 
Lack of Interest 4.7% 
Religious reasons 0.0% 

 
6.16 The other questions on the survey are more specifically relevant to either sports 

facilities or open spaces, so are summarised in the relevant parts of the strategy.  
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Key findings which are Daventry specific 
 
6.17 There were 96 individual responses from the Daventry district, of which 94 lived 

and 2 worked in the district. There were 50:50 responses from males and females.  
Of the people responding, 22% were aged 25-45, 14% from those aged 46-60 years, 
and 13% were from those aged 60 or over. 99% of the returns were from people 
who consider themselves to be white.   

 
6.18 In relation to the sports facilities used by the respondents, the order was slightly 

different for the Daventry residents compared to the West Northants average, with 
cycling being the second highest activity in Daventry, see Figure 26. 

 
Figure 26: Daventry - do you use these facilities and spaces (sports)?   

 
Daventry West Northants average 
Walking / Running routes (traffic free) Walking / Running routes (traffic free) 
Cycle routes Swimming pools 
Swimming pools Community centres / Village halls 
Community centre/village hall Cycle routes 
Gym / fitness facilities Gym / fitness facilities 

 
 
6.19 This finding probably reflects the rural nature of much of Daventry district, so 

walking and cycling are the most important activities. Accessibility to swimming 
pools, particularly to pay and play swimming is an issue in parts of the district. The 
regular use of community centres and village halls comes out strongly in both the 
Daventry data and the West Northants average.  

 
6.20 The views of the respondents as to the quantity of different facilities across the 

district (Figure 27 shows how for most provision) most people feel that there is 
sufficient quantity. The exceptions are:  walking and cycling routes, and to a lesser 
extent indoor tennis and athletics facilities.   
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Figure 27: Is there too much, too little or about the right amount of facilities? 
 

 
 
6.21 When asked how important each built facility type was, the overwhelming 

response from the individuals was support for walking and running routes, followed 
by cycle routes, see Figure 28. The importance of community centres and village 
halls again comes out strongly, though opinion is more divided with a number of 
people saying that these facilities are not very important or not important. 
Swimming pools is the next best supported facility type, followed by gym/fitness 
facilities and grass pitches. Sports halls and artificial grass pitches are not important 
to the survey respondents, neither notably are hard courts/multi-use games areas.  
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Figure 28: How important are each of the following types of facilities to you?  
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Key findings from student survey 
 
6.22 A student survey was promoted to secondary schools in order to reach young 

people aged 11-18 years, who might not otherwise respond to the main individuals’ 
survey. Guilsborough School provided feedback from Years 7 and 8 (81% of returns) 
and Years 12 and 13 (19%), and although not all of the responses will be relevant 
across the whole of the West Northamptonshire area, there are some key points 
which are appropriate to summarise in this overview.  

 
6.23 Of the students responding, about 63% were female, and 88% are white.   
 
6.24 The students were asked whether they used a list of facilities outside of their PE 

lessons, see Figure 29. The responses show a slightly different weighting from the 
individuals’ survey, with swimming pools being the most used facility, and grass 
pitches of higher importance. Community/village halls are less important for 
students, being used about 50% as much as adult use.  

 
Figure 29: Student - do you use these facilities and spaces?   

 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Swimming pools 54.5% 
Walking / Running routes (traffic free) 52.6% 
Grass pitches (Football / Rugby / Cricket etc) 33.1% 
Cycle routes 32.0% 
Gym / fitness facilities 22.9% 
Sports halls 20.3% 
Artificial grass pitches / All weather pitches 15.8% 
Community centres / Village halls (for sports/active recreation use) 15.8% 
Outdoor hard courts / Multi-Use Games Areas 13.9% 
Skate parks 13.2% 
Athletics facilities 11.7% 
Gymnastics centre 11.3% 
Golf courses / Driving ranges 9.4% 
None 9.4% 
Indoor tennis 7.9% 
Squash courts 4.1% 

 
 
6.25 A similar question asking whether the student felt that there was too much, too 

little or about the right level of provision was asked, see Figure 30. This again 
demonstrates the overall importance to students of walking/running and cycling 
routes, and to the main sports facilities, particularly swimming pools, but also 
gym/fitness opportunities for this age group and sports halls.  
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Figure 30: Student - is there too much or too little provision of facilities and spaces? 

 

 
 
6.26 A question about how important particular facilities and spaces were to the student 

asked them to rank each from 1 (Very Important), to 5 (not important), see Figure 
31. More and different types of facilities and spaces were thought to be important 
or very important, but swimming pools and walking/running routes still came out 
as the facility types with the highest level of support. 
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Figure 31: Relative importance of facilities and spaces to the student   
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6.27 Of the students responding, 86% took part in sport and physical activity outside of 
school, which is almost exactly the same percentage as the individuals’ survey 
result. 

 
6.28 In response to the question about how often students use indoor sports facilities 

outside of their PE lessons, swimming is the most important activity, for both once 
a week and once a month participation, see Figure 32. Gym and fitness is high, but 
so are gymnastics and 5-a-side football/futsal. Martial arts type activities are also 
ranked more highly. These findings reflect the demographic profiles of different 
activities, and bowls does not appear at all in the student list. 

 
Figure 32: Students - how often do you take part in indoor activities? 

 

Answer Options At least once a 
week 

At least once a 
month 

Swimming, pool sports and pool fitness 
classes 55 57 

Gym and Fitness Classes 34 37 
Gymnastics (inc. trampolining) 34 20 
5-a-side Football/Futsal 21 28 
Badminton 20 44 
Netball 19 24 
Martial Arts/ Boxing/ Judo/ Taekwondo/ 
Wrestling etc. 17 24 

Basketball 7 31 
Squash and Racketball 6 28 
Volleyball 6 24 

 
6.29 In relation to outdoor sports and activities outside of PE lessons, walking/rambling 

is the most popular activity, followed by athletics, football and cycling for those 
activities done once a week. At the once a month level, cycling is easily the most 
popular activity, see Figure 33. The student survey therefore also identifies walking 
as the most popular activity, though cycling is less important on a weekly basis.   
Athletics and football are also high on both surveys. Netball is much higher on the 
student list than it is on the individuals’ survey list, and bowls does not appear on 
the student list. 
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Figure 33: Student participation in outdoor sports 

 
 

Answer Options At least once a 
week 

At least once a 
month 

Walking/Rambling 78 20 
Athletics (incl. running/jogging) 60 34 
Football 40 28 
Cycling 23 66 
Netball 22 20 
Rugby Union 18 17 
Skateboarding/BMX/Rollerblading 18 16 
Tennis 17 34 
Hockey 16 21 
Cricket 11 22 
Golf 7 27 
Rowing 5 19 
Angling 2 15 
Sailing 2 20 
Canoeing 1 18 

 
6.30 About 85% of students say that they would either like to do more activity or 

possibly would like to do more, see Figure 34. Again this is a similar percentage to 
the individuals’ survey. The main reasons for not doing more is lack of free time, 
but difficulties of travelling to facilities/activities is also high, with “parents not able 
to take me” also coming in at around 25% of the reasons for not participating more. 
Religious reasons have arisen in this survey, which they did not for the individuals’.   

 



DRAFT DRAFT 

  
 

   
Nortoft Partnerships Ltd Part 1: Profile, Policy Context and Engagement Page 59 of 59 
 Daventry District  

Figure 34: What prevents students from participating/participating more?  
 

Answer Options Response Percent 
Lack of free time 58.0% 
Difficulty travelling to facilities/activities 26.3% 
Cost 26.3% 
Parents not able to take me 25.4% 
Lack of motivation 23.4% 
Lack of people do exercise with 22.9% 
I do enough already 22.4% 
Lack of interest 20.0% 
Difficulty accessing facilities/activities during suitable times 19.5% 
Lack of knowledge about what's available 15.6% 
Lack of appropriate clubs 14.6% 
Ill health or disability 9.3% 
Family commitments/childcare arrangements 7.8% 
Religious reasons 2.9% 

 
6.31 As with the individuals’ survey, the other questions on the student questionnaire 

are directly linked to either sports participation or to open spaces, so have been 
addressed within those strategy sections.  

 
 
SECTION 7: SUMMARY 
 
7.1 This background and context is referenced and used throughout the other parts of 

the strategy as it applies to all sports, facilities, and open space. Where relevant 
further detail is provided within the appropriate section. 
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