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AOur vision for Woodford cum Membris in 2029 is of a safe,
friendly and welcoming village with a mixed community of
young and old, families and singles, local workers and
commuters with as many resources for local people as
possible within the village. It has a heritage of agriculture,
village life and its railway history which we value and seek

to maintain. o
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Introduction

Welcome to theMade Versionof the Woodford cum MembrisNeighbourhood
Development PlaiNDP) ThisNDPhas been prepared by a group of local
volunteers and parish councillorsapd- & WYIF RSQ LI NI 27
Daventry district in May 2018

The Localism Act 20-aveparish councils the power to prepare a neighbourho
development plan for their area.

Woodfordcum MembrisParish Council decided it was essal to use this new
power.

As a qualifying bodyhe parish council, therefore, appliédr the whole parish to
be designated aeighbourhoodplanningarea This applicatiorwas approved by
Daventry District Council @ October 2014 This designation has allowed the
local community to come together, through the preparation of this neighbourh
development plan, to set out how the future development of the area should b
shaped up to 2PR9.

Thedesignatedheighbourhood plan armeis shown orfFigure 1.

Iy Niird

> |
e

View down Scrivens Hill

The parish of Woodford cum Membris is made up of the three villages of Woodford, -
Hinton and West Farndon together with the surrounding farmland. These villages tog
form a place of mixed character, whose relative isolation, sitting as it does 10 miles fi
the towns of Banbury and Daventry, makes it largely-cetitained and fiecely
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independent.
The parish has a population of just oves@), occupying approximatelysD0 homes.

Woodford Halse and Hinton together form one connected settlement, combining two
Domesday farming villages. To these have been aduedegacy of the railway
development at the close of the nineteenth century and housing development from tr
1930's, postWorld War 2and more recently. The village has a range of retail outlets al
an industrial estate providing local services and empleynopportunities. The village is
also fortunate in having a range of amenities including a school, church,qaial cub,
sports facilities, Postffice, access to medical care, library and village meeting places.
Because of its historical developmegittern there are a number of open spaces within
the villagesthat contribute totheir distinctive rural feel.

Nineteenth century housing development

TheLJr N&X a4 KQa G KA Ndrtlyisghamiet o WeStyFarndanalessitias half a mi
from the main villags, it is still very much part of the community.

Surrounding the villages @& areaof mixed farmland used for arable and livestock
farming and providing the parish with a rural context. There are a small number of
residential properties associated with the local farms.

Theparisis geographicaposition-F YAt S FTNBY (KS ySINBai
from the nearest railway station and with a relatively limited bus service (no evening
Sunday services) and no local taxi compamgans that it is more than usually reliant or
personal motor trangort. This makes the issues of parking, road safety and road reps
source of continued concern to the community. The network of country lanes is used
cyclists for recreation as well as providing essential communications links with other
villages Again, the condition of these roads is important to the functioning of the parist
Two thirds of local residents in employment travel outside of the parish to their place
work.

The parish is crossed by the higher reaches of the River Cherwglg tew miles from its
source. There are a number of public footpaths making the area popular with walkers
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1.13

1.14

1.15

the parish is crossed by theng-distancefootpath, the Jurassic Way.

For a rural area, the parish has reasonable access to pubiiesititith mains water and
electricity available to all residents, and mains gas for most. There is reasonalle mol
communications coverage (3GY R 6 Sf 26> Yl Ayf e a2dziR22
residential and commercial areas. Tadésreasonabléiigh-speedbroadband for much of
the village although its distance from the nearest telephone exchange means that no
fibre based internet communication is poor. Outlying properties are poorly served in 1
respect.

The local population combing®ople working within the parish (either in agriculture, at
the industrial estate, in the village's retail outlets or from home in a wide range of smi
businesses) and those that commute elsewhere. The age profile of residents spans
younger families (seed by the school) through to the retired, with a number of
bungalows and sheltered accommodation units providing facilities for the oldest. The
a mixture of residential accommodation including smaller family homes and larger fou
five and above bedmmm properties. In common with many other villages, the area suff
from a lack of one and twbedroom accommodation and insufficient affordable housin
for those that have grown up in the community and wish to establish themselves her

The villag is fortunate in enjoying good social cohesion and a relatively low crime rat
with a strong sense of community fostered through a shared local ideantityvell-
supported local events



FQUI’G 1.Woodford cum Membrisl\leighbourhcod Plan Aredcrown copyright and database rights [2018] Ordnance Survey Woodford cum Membris Parish Council (Licensee) License number 100057766)
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Figure 2. Woodford cum MembrisNeighbourhoodDeveIopmentPIan PoIiciesMap (Crown copyright and database rights [2018] Ordnance Survey Woodford cum Membris Parish Council (Licensee) License number

100057766)
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2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Why is the plan important?

Planning has always be&rewed by local people asremote activity-
important decisions on development have been taken at Daventry District
Council level witlittle, if any, local influence. As a result, plans for new heus
building within our Parish have recently received approval and our populati
set to increase substantially from its current level of around 3,500 people. 1
will impact an the community and place an extra burden on local services an
facilities- some of which are already ovstretched. Demand for housing is nc
expected to decrease any time soon and the Government will inevitably
continue to impose targets for house building. In fheest, it has been difficult
to make our views heard.

The planning system helps decide what gets built, where and when. In thec
planningshouldgive local communities a say in decisions that affect them bi
in practice local people éelit ishard to get their voice heard

The Localism Act 2011 changes this and gives us, the residents of Weodfo
cum-Membris (Woodford Halse, Hinton and Farndon), an opportunity to
produce our own NeighbourhoddevelopmentPlan. Although some
development wil be necessary in the parish to meet demand for housing, th
Plan allows us to consider all future proposals thoroughly and decide whick
make best sense overall. It also gives us the chance to plan improvements
our infrastructure and local services.

This Neighbourhoo®evelopmentPlan, once agreed, is a legally recognised
(statutory)document which will be used to ensure that the needs, views anc
priorities of the local community are fully considered when assessing future
planning applications angroposed development within the area.
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3 Producing and Agreeing the Plan

3.1 TheWoodfordcum MembrisNDP must be prepared following a procedset
down by government (Figure).3

Figure3. The NeighbourhoodDevelopmentPlan PreparatiorProcess

P .
ir:?:rar-l "8 the Plan
uding informa|
COnsultatign,

i'-,
Revise Plan l
Plan made l

32  InNovember2017 an independent examiner was appointed and thBP was
subject to independent examinatian December 2017/January 2QIhe
examiner assessl whether the plan methe basic conditions of the Town and
Country Planning Act, something all neighbourhdegelopmentplans must do, if
they are to be formally made part of the development plan system. The basic
conditions areset out more fully in the Basic Condition Statnt that

accompanies this plan, but, in summattyey are:

'Y
»

A having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance iss
by the Secretary of State it is appropriate to make the neighbourhood f
A the making of the neighbourhood plan contuiles to the achievement of

sustainable development;
A the making of the neighbourhood plan is in general conformity with the

Pagel3of 63



3.3

strategic policies contained in the development plan for the area of the
authority.

A the making of the neighbourhood plan does not &cé, and is otherwise
compatible with, EU obligations.

The independenexaminer decidd in his report that with suitable modifications
the Woodford cum MembrisNDPdid meet the basic condition¥he NDP was
subject to a local referendumori®& @ Hnamy I YR .KthaivfomnS ¢
part of the development plafor Daventry Dstrict Council



4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Community Consuation

ThisNDPhas been preparetbllowinga significant amount of consultation with local
people and others.

This has included guestionnaire puldicity in the WOW and other omptunities to
make views knowrFigure4 sets these out in more detail.

Figure4. Consultation on theNoodford cum MembrisNDP

wQuestionnaire
wDelivered to all households, 370 responses

wFirst Informal Consultation
wPlaced on web site and published in WOW

wRegulation 14 Consultation
w SeptemberNovember 2016

wRegulation 16 Consultation
wAugust- October 2017

A comprehensive set of neighbourhood planning pages oWtbedford Halse Village
Signposiveb site(http://www.woodford -halsevillagesignpost.cokineighbourhood
plan/) are also available with details of consultatspirAQs and regular progress
reports from the Steering Group.

The neighbourhood plan questionnaire survey was delivered@00 households
across the parish. A total of 370 responses were received from 129 villagers.

Villagers were asked to identify what they felt were the three most important issue:
facing the villages (FiguBs.


http://www.woodford-halse-villagesignpost.co.uk/neighbourhood-plan/
http://www.woodford-halse-villagesignpost.co.uk/neighbourhood-plan/
http://www.woodford-halse-villagesignpost.co.uk/neighbourhood-plan/

Figure5. Most Important Issies¢ Woodford cum Membris
Questionnaire, October 2014
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U Roads, traffic and car parking
U Health facilities
U Shopping and retalil

4.7  The first ad most important issue overdtr the villagers who respondea the
Questionnaire was shown to beoads, traffic and arking. This received 97 votes,
over one quarter of the total. Fourteen '‘Other Comments' were associated with it,
seven of which were associated with parking pesbs¢ either a general lachkf
parking or, more specificallyaround Percy Road, poor parking on pavements. Five
comments referred tspeeding trafficaround the village, with particular mention of
Hinton Road leading to Ash Wagd the Byfield Road\ swggestion was made for a
20mph limit for Statbn Road and the (old) villag€oncern for child and elderly
LIS 2 L3afStymias expressed with a suggestion for a Pelican crossing by-the abol
a widening of the footpath by the suftation.

4.8 The second most important issue for respondents Wwealth facilities, attracting 77
votes (21% of the total). It also had three heaitis f | 1 SR 02 YYSy (i &
local surgery hourg the village is ly enough to warrant this nosv Build a surgerpn
the railway bank nearthe @ LJ> A GK | LI 0K GKNRdAzZIK |
FTIHOAtAGASE ySSR SELI YyRAY3 0SF2NB | ye

4.9  The third mosimportant nreighbourhooddevelopmentissue for respondents was
shopping and etail, attracting 48 votes. It also attracted seven comments, all of wh



4.10
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412

413

4.14
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were similarly associated wittarkingprovisions specific to Station Road.

Two categories each received about 10% ef'thost important' votes,
housing/transport' and opespaces¢ KNBES O2YYSy Ga NBTFSNN
2 PSNJ ySg;ak 2 dzif 5y ThénboPieidsidd dround the arépand somewhat
O2YUGNINB Ga2NB f20Ft I dzi K2 Nlwér@alsKraiskhin
GKS hLISyYy { LI OSa oMy SYiaXAgH2 I YENBT
0S LINPUGSOGSRE FyRay2a2d&BRE FRSIJ & 2zA Y IR/
space and not allow it to be overrun with housing developmém&comment was
made regarding thepen space® 2 (i Sratéttion df the village atmosphere and
UGN RAGAZ2YLFE | NOKAGSOGdzNBUY gAlGK | Y2
2F aoaidlofAaKAYyad GKS g22Ra o S\ahidiithe{ A
NABSNE o6dzZAf R LINBLISNI LI GKag ®

Six comtments were about thdus serviceo the village in particular to more places
running on a Sunday and with later runninbwo comments referred to village
infrastructure.

Comments were also received on employment opportunities, sportranceation.

ISSUE 144 Dec15/Jan 16 www.Woodford- Halse-ViIIageSlgnpost co.

AN
CA Plan is commg together'

FE Village volunteers met in Novernber to review the first draft of our Woodford Halse Neighbourhood
L & Plan. This encapsuiates the vision held by villagers for their surrounds, developed in collaboration
P B yith Daventry District Coundil and acts as a guide for future planning applications within the village.

: By having an agreed plan, we ensure a sustainable balance between our rural envirenment, village }w
hefitage and new developments. The Neighbourhood Plan draws upon the questionnaire resparnses .
from 129 villagers in October 2014, highlighting concems on Roads and Parking, Housing and Transport,
Health and Retail faclities, amongst many others. Many buildings are already
protected by being 'listed’ What the group now seeks is your involverment,
to tell us about the smaller, hidden gems'in our locality. Tell us about any
local heritage features and any green spaces worthy of comment, perhaps a
milestone post, a small wikd habitat, arailway bridge ..

A railway bridge? Yes, apparently the village has a twin-skew arched bridge
that is unigue in the country! Also, beneath the green area opposite the Social
Club, Woodford Halse may have its very own'mini-catacombs’ from the war
years?
We would like to take full account of your views . Please contact Rob Snedker,
Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, with your ‘hidden gems'
on 262664 or robertprintco@aolcom
Patricia Darby & Gary Denby, on behalf of the Neighbourhood Plan group.

.80 0 0 a0 ..........r.‘

O A WY L RN S q

NDPPubI|C|ty through WOW

»

All of the responses to the consultation have helped to shape this plan and the Ste
Group thanks all those that took the time to provide their views

The NDP was then put out for the firfbrmal (Regulation 1%consultation between
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30th October to 14h November 2016In total,66 separateesponses were received
from 20 separate individuals, agencies and companidsese raised a number of issu
that were then carefully assessed by the&ing Group and Parish Council before
revisions were made to the NDP. The Regulation 14 responses and what we decic
do about them are included in more detail in the Consultation Statement that
accompanid the submitted draft of the NDP



5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

Key Issues for th&lan

From the questionnaire survey, consultaticasd evidence base gathering the
Steering Groupmave identifieda number of key issues for th&oodfordcum
MembrisNDP to address.

Key Issues Identified in the CommuniGonsultations

Chapter 4 has already summarised the issues raised in our community
consultationsThese are:

To have safeaadsand managéraffic and car parking

To retain kealth and other facilities

To retain local shops

The need to manage futugousing growth

To ensure there is adequatefrastructure and services
The need to protect open space and recreation facilities
To protect and promote localneployment opportunities

et ent i et S et B e B o A e

Key Issues Identifiefom National and Strategic Planning Policy

National Planning Policy and Guidance

The Woodford cum MembriDP has to take account of national planning
policy and guidance. This is contained in two documents: policy in the Natic
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and guidance in the web Hasedal
Planning Practice Guidance

The Woodford cum MembriDP has been prepared to take full account of t
relevant policy and guidance contained in these two documents Pléening
Policy Assessment and Evidence Blaseiment that accompanigbe Plan
explains this in more detaiBut, in short, the Woodfordum MembrisNDP will
seek to:

U Develop a shared visidor the parish that will dliverthe sustainable
developmentwe needdo @ YSSUOAy3 GKS D2@SNY
principles

Support a progerous rural economy

Deliver a wide choice of high quality homes

Require good design

Promote a healthy community

Conserve and enhance the natural and historic environment

c-


http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/

5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

5.9

Strategic Planning Policy
Neighbourhooddevelopmentplans havetobd y ¢3Sy SN} f O2
strategic planning policies for the area.

In terms of Woodforccum Membrisexisting strategic jpinning policy is set out
in two documents:

U The West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategyd
U ¢KS d&al @S Rhe DadenfrylDBthicELlabcallPian 1997

A fuller description of the strategic planning policies that have been taken i
account in preparing this Plan can be found in Bl@nning Policy Assessment
and Evidence Bastocument that accompanies @Plan but, in summary the
key policies to be addressed are as follows:

U To support thebroaddistribution of developmentor West
Northamptonshireset out in theJointCore Strategy (Policy SThis
strategyseeks to limit development in rural areas amdmanage
housing growth so that it supports the level of housing growth in the
Daventry rural area of about 2,360 homes to 2029

U PolicyRla { LI GAI £ {GNIFGS3IE ¥F2N égglkas
identified a need for 60 new dwellings in the rurakrea of Daventry
district 2011 to 2029. Within the rural area the distribution of new
housing wil be determined by Local Plari3evelopment in the rural
areas will be guided by a newly defined rural settlement hierarchy of
primary service villages; sewdary service villages; other villages; and
small settlements/hamlets.

U Policy HS22 of the Daventry Local Plan is the adopted policy for the
area but will eventually be replaced by policy in the DSCLP (bullet p
above). This identified Woodford Halkea relstricted infill villagé
where onlysmaltscaledevelopment within the confines of the village
(i.e. main built up area) will beupported

Each policy in Chapter 7 of tiNdPalso has an accompanying Background a
Justification sectionrad this refers in more detail to the relevant strategic
planning policy.

Daventry District Council intend to replace the 1997 Local Plan with a new
Daventry Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (D&Cbeal Plan Part 2.
This will set out @ange of district wide planning policies, policies for Daventi
town centre, topic based policies and rural area policies






