
Response from Northamptonshire County Council as Lead Local Flood Authority  05.04.18 

1 
 

The Guilsborough Neighbourhood Plan Review. 

Supporting Evidence base Review 

 West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (WNJCS) 2011-2031                                                             

 Northamptonshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy (November 2017 update) 

 West Northamptonshire Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (November 2017 update) 
 

Summary  

The Guilsborough Neighbourhood Plan does not take into account flood risk or flood risk 

management. The plan identifies a single major development of approximately 12 dwellings at a 

location yet to be agreed. The requirement for Sustainable  Drainage Systems (SuDS) to mitigate 

flood risk for new development on both greenfield and brownfield sites has not been included.  

 

Introduction 

Section 5 of the West Northamptonshire JCS ('part 1' of the local plan) deals with strategic issues 

such as the overall spatial strategy, level of growth required and its distribution.  The WNJCS also 

sets out a set of core policies which relate to protecting and enhancing assets (such as the historic 

environment, landscape and biodiversity) and ensuring high quality development.  

Paragraph 10.56 of the WNJCS states ‘A Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) has been 

undertaken for the plan area. This describes and analyses how the area is affected by flood risk and 

the nature of that risk’. Policy BN7 of the WNJCS states ‘The design standard for the upper Nene 

catchment (through Northampton and within the Nene catchment upstream of Northampton) is the 

0.5% probability (1 in 200 chance of occurring in any year) event plus climate change. Surface water 

attenuation should be provided up to this standard’ 

This plan does therefore not replicate any of these policies, but provides greater local detail in 

relevant areas to ensure that the development vision for the area is delivered. The Guilsborough 

Neighbourhood Plan covers the Parish of Guilsborough in its entirety for the period 2011 to 2031. 

This plan period is the same as NNJCS part 1 of the local plan. 

 

The Guilsborough Neighbourhood Plan review 

 

Neighbourhood Planning allows communities to have a greater say over the development that takes 

place in their area, and thus enables fuller consideration of the environmental risks future 

development may pose to the community 

 

The Guilsborough Neighbourhood Plan has identified a requirement of 30 dwellings for the parish of 

Guilsborough within the confines of the village. The plan proposes a single major development of 

approximately 12 dwellings with other smaller developments fulfilling the requirement in the period 

up to 2031. The plan also encourages the redevelopment of existing sites.  

The plan makes no referral to flood risk and flood risk mitigation by the use of sustainable drainage 

systems. Our information indicates localised areas within the village are at risk from surface water 

flooding for the 1 in 30 year and 1 in 100 year storm event and at high risk of flooding from ground 

water due to spring flows.  
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No referral to the requirement for a site specific flood risk assessment or NCC Flood Toolkit is made 

within the plan or to the requirement of the Upper Nene design standard.  

We would advise that infiltration is a suitable method for disposal of surface water (subject to 

infiltration testing) for all new developments within the village. 

 

Recommendations  

 

 

It is advised that policies are established to ensure that development proposals adequately account 

for the risk of surface water and groundwater flooding, incorporating mitigation measures wherever 

possible.  

Our ‘Groundwater Flood Guide’ contains further information on the measures which can be taken to 

mitigate the risks of groundwater flooding, and is available here: https://www.floodtoolkit.com/wp-

content/uploads/2017/05/10.Groundwater.pdf  

Having reviewed the Guilsborough Neighbourhood Plan we recommend the following, 

 
  i)     The Guilsborough Neighbourhood Plan to require all sites within the parish to be individually     
          assessed against flood risk from all sources 

 
  ii)    Policy 8 of the Guilsborough Neighbourhood Plan should require all new development to     
          incorporate sustainable drainage systems for flood risk alleviation. Sustainable   
          drainage systems should also be considered for retrofitting to existing premises. Reference     
          should be made to the Upper Nene Design Standard. 
 
  iii)    The Guilsborough Neighbourhood Plan to include the incorporation of SuDS as flood risk 

benefit providing open space for multifunction areas, i.e. ”Sites should, wherever possible, be 
multi-functional, for example, areas set aside for Sustainable Drainage Schemes (SUDs) can 
also be natural and semi-natural open spaces and incorporate play areas” 

 
 

iv)     Reference is made to the NCC Local Standards and Guidance Document for surface water         
       drainage available at;   https://www.floodtoolkit.com/planning/surface-water-drainage/  

          and the NCC Flood Toolkit available at https://www.floodtoolkit.com/ 
 
 v)     Reference is made to the West Northamptonshire Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (November                  
         2017) 
 

 
The inclusion of the following wording would be encouraged:  
 

‘All residential developments of 10 or more dwellings (or 0.3ha or more site area) should contribute 

to the provision or enhancement of open space based upon the local quality, quantity and 

accessibility standards to meet the needs generated by the increase in population from the 

development. New developments should incorporate SuDS within such open spaces to create or 

enhance multifunctional areas. Advice and standards for the incorporation of SuDS in the local area is 

available at www.floodtoolkit.com’.   
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