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High Level Summary: Ecology – Constraints & Opportunities 

 

Statutory and Other Designations 

Initial results from our desk study show that the site is not within the Impact Risk 
Zone of any nearby Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), nor is it within at least 
2km of any international or national designated site such as Special Protection 
Areas (SPAs), Special Areas for Conservation (SACs), or National Parks. This 
information was obtained from the Multi Agency Geographical Information for 
the Countryside (MAGIC) website. 

A more detailed data search was commissioned from the Local Record Centre, 
and returned details of a number of non-statutory sites within 2km of the 
proposed development site. This included a number of Local Wildlife Sites either 
within or directly adjacent, and primarily composed of ancient woodland 
habitat, namely Oak Spinney, Pond Spinney, Staverton Wood, and Stepnell 
Spinney.  

The connection of these habitats and protected sites, as part of a wider green 
infrastructure strategy, is considered essential to maintain their integrity, and the 
intrinsic biodiversity value of the area. They must also be suitably buffered 
against the built development, and kept as dark corridors for wildlife.  

 

Habitats 

The site is currently used primarily for farming, with mixed pasture for livestock 
grazing and arable fields dominant. There is limited woodland within the 
proposed development footprint, although mixed semi-natural and plantation 
woodland is evident within close proximity. Mature (in some cases likely 
veteran) trees, and (species poor but intact) hedgerows form field boundaries. 
The garden of one of the existing houses plays host to what appears to be a 
traditional orchard. These boundary features, woodland and orchard are all 
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priority habitats, and an opportunity exists to retain and enhance these features 
within the scope of the development, thusly maintaining their inherent value for 
biodiversity. 

 

There are a number of ponds, and some ditches, within and immediately adjacent 
to the site, another priority habitat type and feature of interest that should be 
considered for retention and enhancement within the development, 
complementing drainage schemes. 

Impacts upon habitats of ecological value will need to be carefully mitigated, but 
there is scope to produce a scheme that actively promotes biodiversity and uses 
these natural features within the development. 

 

Protected & Notable Species 

The habitats within the site potentially provide breeding, refuge and foraging 
opportunities for bats, birds, amphibians, terrestrial mammals, and possibly 
reptiles. Surveys during the course of 2017/18 will establish the full scope of 
protected and notable species at the site. 

The trees, woodland and hedgerows are favourable for foraging, commuting, 
and possibly roosting bats. As such, retention and protection of these features 
will be important, including the provision of a lighting scheme that ensures ‘dark 
corridors’ for bats be part of the final development. 

Woodland and hedgerow habitats may also play host to badger, as well as other 
smaller terrestrial mammals that form an important part of the site’s wider 
ecology, such as rodents and hedgehogs. Birds are likely to use these features for 
foraging and breeding, as well as the open fields; it is also possible that these 
fields are used by wintering aggregations of birds, and this will need to be 
established during the appropriate survey period and fed into the final impact 
assessment; wintering bird surveys are currently in progress, and the results will 
be available at the end of February 2018. 

The ponds may be used by breeding amphibians, such as great crested newt. 
Although the site is surrounded by fast and busy roads to the north, east and 
west, thereby forming a barrier to newt movement, the land to the south is 
connected in some way to the wider countryside. Ponds within a 500m radius 
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will be surveyed for great crested newt presence, and consideration will also be 
given for use of terrestrial habitat by newts and other species, such as toads.  

 

Conclusions 

It is likely that overall ecological impacts as a result of the development will be 
limited and, where constraints exist, mitigation will be carefully designed to 
ensure that important habitats are retained or compensated for, and protected 
species are not illegally disturbed, harmed or killed. This may include the use of 
European Protected Species licences, if necessary. 

In general, it is clear that an opportunity exists to factor in a number of 
contiguous ‘green corridors’ that connect the land area to the wider countryside, 
and maximise the existing ecological functionality within the site on a permanent 
basis. Adjacent woodland will be properly buffered, hedgerows and mature trees 
can be largely retained, and features such as the orchard, ponds and ditches can 
be retained and enhanced, with features such as SUDS ponds also added to 
benefit wildlife. 
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