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Land at Policeman’s Field, Naseby 
Note on Heritage  

 

REF: EMS.2874/RG DATE:   January 2018 

 

Background 

1.1 This document provides a summary of whether heritage issues might constrain the 

potential residential development of a site at Policeman’s Field, Naseby in 

Northamptonshire shown on Plate 1.  

1.2 The site is approximately 1.76 ha in area and comprises one agricultural field located 

to the east of Naseby. A public right of way is located adjacent to the eastern 

boundary of the site.  

 

Plate 1: Site Location Plan 

1.3 The assessment has been informed by the following sources: 

• The National Heritage List for England for information on designated heritage 

assets; 

• The Northamptonshire Historic Environment Record (HER) for information on 

the recorded heritage resource and previous archaeological works; 
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• Archival sources, including cartographic sources, held at the Northamptonshire 

Record Office; 

• Online sources including historic Ordnance Survey mapping and satellite 

imagery; and 

• A site visit. 

1.4 Archaeological works and sites are discussed below, HER ‘events’ are reference with 

the prefix ‘ENN’, and monuments with the prefix ‘MNN’. Archaeological events and 

monuments are depicted on Figure 1. 

Topography, geology and the palaeoenvironment 

1.5 The topography of the site is relatively level at approximately 190m aOD. To the north 

of the site the topography rises to approximately 19m aOD. The solid geology of the 

site is mapped as Northampton Sand Formation comprising sandstone, limestone and 

ironstone formed approximately 170 to 174 million years ago in the Jurassic Period. 

The superficial geology of the site is mapped as Till, Mid Pleistocence comprising 

Diamicton formed up to 2 million years ago in the Quaternary Period.  

Previous Archaeological Works 

1.6 The site was included in an earthwork survey through reference to aerial photographs 

(HER ref. ENN 5606). A large amount of land in the immediate surrounds of the 

settlement was also included in this earthwork survey.  

1.7 Previous archaeological works in the wider study area comprise building surveys, 

watching briefs and trial trench evaluation.    

Prehistoric and Romano-British 

1.8 No prehistoric finds or features are recorded within the site. 

1.9 The site is located in close proximity to the Jurassic Way, a prehistoric corridor of 

movement which connects the north-east and south-west of Britain (HER ref. MNN 

160137). The potential route of the corridor passes through the settlement of Naseby. 

1.10 Findspots dating to the prehistoric period are recorded c. 20m west of the site, at the 

grid reference point SP 69 78. This is considered to be an approximate location. The 

finds include unstratified prehistoric flints (HER ref. MNN 28432) and a probable 

Bronze Age spear head (HER ref. MNN 20549).  

1.11 No Romano-British finds or features are recorded within the site. Findspots dating to 

the Roman period are recorded c. 20m west of the site, again at an approximate 

location. These include an early Romano-British coin hoard (HER ref. MNN 20550) 

and unstratified Roman coins (HER ref. MNN 20548). 

1.12 Numerous prehistoric and Romano-British finds and features are recorded in the wider 

study area, including potential prehistoric ditches, a possible Iron Age enclosure and 
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Romano-British activity recorded by aerial photography to the south-east of the site. 

Similar features are also recorded by aerial photography to the north-west of the site.  

1.13 Overall, there is no evidence to suggest the presence of significant archaeological 

remains dating to the prehistoric or Romano-British archaeology within the site that 

would be a constraint to development.   

Medieval, post-medieval and modern 

1.14 The site is located within the historic parish of Naseby. Naseby was formerly two 

settlements; Naseby and Nutcote which came together to become Naseby. The extent 

of the historic settlement of Naseby is mapped as extending into the site (HER ref. 

MNN 7023), although earthworks present within the site appear to be of an 

agricultural rather than settlement nature. Ridge and furrow earthworks are present 

within the site orientated in a broadly north-west to south-east direction (HER ref. 

MNN 19610, Plate 2Error! Reference source not found.).  

 

Plate 2: View south from within the site towards ridge and furrow earthworks 

1.15 The site is located within the study area used for Turning the Plough1, a study of ridge 

and furrow earthworks published in 2001. Turning the Plough identified 43 priority 

townships, considered to contain the most significant ridge and furrow earthworks in 

                                           
1 English Heritage and Northamptonshire County Council, 2001. Turning the Plough: Midland 

open fields: landscape character and proposals for management 
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the Midlands. Ridge and furrow within the site lies within the historic extent of Naseby 

parish which is not a priority township. Further ridge and furrow in the vicinity of the 

site is recorded c. 55m north-west and c. 80m north-east of the site respectively (HER 

ref. MNN 133760, MNN 132915). Numerous ridge and furrow earthworks are recorded 

in the wider study area. 

1.16 An earthwork bank is recorded within the site, and is stated on the HER as 0.25m 

high and continuous along the northern boundary of the site. This bank appears to 

have been associated with the enclosure of a paddock.  

1.17 At the time of the site visit, slight banks were also noted along the eastern boundary 

of the site and in the central-western area of site which have a broadly north to south 

orientation (at odds with the ridge and furrow within the site). This appear to be 

associated with the historic field boundaries within the site as seen on a map of 1630 

(Plate 3). A depression is located in the southern area of the site (Plate 4), which may 

have been a former pond or quarry.  

 

Plate 3: Extract from the Map of Naseby 1630 depicting approximate location of the site 
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Plate 4: Aerial photograph depicting ridge and furrow earthworks within the site and earthworks along 
the northern and eastern boundaries of the site, and in the central-western area of the site 

1.18 Although the earthworks have not been tested archaeologically, they appear on 

current evidence to be agricultural, defining paddocks and with ridge and furrow 

earthworks indicating part of the site was a larger open field. The earthworks within 

the site are considered to be a non-designated heritage asset and there is no current 

evidence to indicate that archaeological remains of medieval or later date might 

constrain development within the site.  

1.19 A medieval market cross is recorded immediately north of the site (HER ref. MNN 

19614, MNN 108922). At the time of the site visit in November 2017 the cross was 

no longer located in this position, although there is no documentary evidence to 

suggest that it has been moved. 

Designated heritage assets 

1.20 No designated heritage assets are recorded within the site. The following built 

heritage assets were considered in this assessment (Plate 5): 

• The Grade II Listed Whipping Cross at junction of Newland with Haselbech and 

Clipston Road located immediately north of the site (NHLE ref. 1075344);  
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• The Grade II* Listed Church of All Saints located c. 150m west of the site 

(NHLE ref. 1343441); 

• The Registered Battlefield which relates to the Battle of Naseby, 1645, located 

c. 450m west of the site and the associated Grade II Listed Monument at 

National Grid Reference SP 6937 7842 which commemorates the Battle located 

c. 360m north of the site (NHLE ref. 1000023, 1343541); and 

• Scheduled Monument of two bowl barrows and a henge 600m east of Mill Hill 

Farm located c. 890m north of the site (NHLE ref. 1012148). 

1.21 The settlement of Naseby is not covered by a Conservation Area. 

  

Plate 5: Designated heritage assets in the vicinity of the site (Site in red, Battlefield in blue, Scheduled 
Monument in orange, Grade II* Listed Building in yellow and Grade II Listed Building in green) 
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Whipping Cross at junction of Newland with Haselbech and Clipston Road 

1.22 The Grade II Listed Whipping Cross was constructed during the 15th century out of 

limestone and comprises a round shaft set into a square plinth. There is no evidence 

of securing points, so it is not clear if it was utilised as a whipping post. The cross was 

moved to a location on the junction of Newlands with Haselbech and Clipston roads 

from the churchyard in c. 1820.  

1.23 At the time of the site visit the whipping cross was not visible and is presumed to 

have been relocated elsewhere, although there is no documentary evidence of this. 

1.24 Residential development within the site is not considered to have the potential to 

adversely impact upon the significance of the Grade II Listed Whipping Cross through 

changes to setting. The cross has been moved from its historic position in the 

churchyard, and appears to have been moved again. 

Church of All Saints 

1.25 The Grade II* Listed Church of All Saints was constructed in the early 13th century 

out of coursed Lias rubble and Lias ashlar with a slate roof, and has later 18th- and 

19th-century additions and alterations. The Church of All Saints forms a focal point 

within Naseby, located in the centre of the historic settlement and is surrounded by 

predominantly residential development outside its associated churchyard (Plate 6).  

 

Plate 6: The Grade II* Church of All Saints 
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1.26 The church spire is visible from many locations in the surrounding landscape including 

within the site, although this is not publicly accessible (Plate 7). Views towards the 

church tower from within the site are not considered to be key views. The church 

spire is also visible from the public right of way adjacent to the eastern boundary of 

the site, from where the ridge and furrow and banked earthworks are in the 

foreground (Plate 8).  

 

Plate 7: View west from within the site towards the church spire 

1.27 The ridge and furrow earthworks and the banked earthworks within the site have 

some illustrative value through allowing an understanding of the former medieval 

cultivation in relation to the medieval settlement area, marked by the presence of the 

church, although modern development now lies between the site and the church.  
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Plate 8: View west from the public right of way along the eastern boundary of the site, site in the 
foreground 

1.28 Development of the entire site may block views west from the public right of way 

across the site towards the church spire. However, a development might be designed 

to maintain a view or views from this right of way. Other elements of the setting of 

the church make a greater contribution to its significance, and any harm caused 

through the residential development of the site would be less than substantial and, 

with a carefully designed scheme, the harm would be at the lower end of the 

spectrum.  

Battlefield: Battle of Naseby 1645 and the Monument 

1.29 The battlefield is approximately 451.9 ha in area and is predominantly located to the 

west of the settlement of Naseby and extends further north. Two Grade II Listed 

Monuments commemorating the Civil War are recorded in proximity to the battlefield. 

1.30 The Civil Wars during the mid-17th-century were a result of political, constitutional, 

religious and social conflict which led to a struggle for power between the King and 

the Parliament. Naseby was the decisive battle of the First Civil War where the larger 

Parliamentarian Force dominated on the main field of battle although Prince Rupert 

and his cavalry managed to reach the rear of the Parliamentarian Force to attack their 

baggage train. The losses that the Royalists encountered were never replaced and a 

year later, the Parliament was successful in gaining control. 
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1.31 The battlefield comprises numerous small fields which were enclosed in 1828. The 

large obelisk monument was constructed to the south-east of the battlefield in 1823. 

More recently the A14, which divides the battlefield in an east to west direction, has 

been constructed within a cutting.  

1.32 There are no clear views from the site towards the battlefield. Key views associated 

with the battle include Fairfax’s Viewpoint and Rupert’s Viewpoint, both located to the 

north-east of the site. There is no historical association between the Registered 

Battlefield and the land within the site. The residential development of the site is not 

considered to have the potential to adversely impact upon the significance of the 

Registered Battlefield, through changes in setting.  

1.33 The Grade II Listed Monument is visible from within the site through intervening 

vegetation (Plate 9). The significance of the Monument is almost entirely derived from 

its association with the Battle of Naseby, which it commemorates. Residential 

development of the site is not considered to have the potential to adversely impact 

upon the significance of the Grade II Listed Monument through setting. 

 

 

Plate 9: View north from within the site towards the Monument 
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Two bowl barrows and a henge 600m east of Mill Hill Farm  

1.34 The Scheduled remains of two barrows and a henge were recorded by aerial 

photography. The henge had an overall diameter of approximately 42 metres. A linear 

feature was identified in the northern area of the henge which was parallel to the 

ditch and potentially indicates the presence of a second inner ditch. Henges are not 

commonly identified in the central Midlands. Located to the south-east of the henge 

are two bowl barrows which aligned in a north-west to south-east direction. 

1.35 The Scheduled Monument is recorded on the Heritage at Risk Register 2016 due to 

significant problems relating to arable ploughing. There are no clear views or historical 

association between the Scheduled Monument and the site. Residential development 

within the site is not considered to adversely impact upon the significance of the 

Scheduled Monument through changes in setting. 

Conclusions 

1.36 No prehistoric or Romano-British finds or features are recorded within the site. 

Findspots dating to these periods are recorded c. 20m west of the site, although this 

location is considered to be approximate. Overall, there is no evidence to suggest the 

presence of significant archaeological remains dating to the prehistoric or Romano-

British periods within the site that would be a constraint to development.   

1.37 The site contains ridge and furrow earthworks and earthwork banks that appear to be 

associated with historic field boundaries, and appears to have been part of the 

agricultural hinterland to the settlement of Naseby during the medieval period. 

Earthworks within the site and are considered to be of a significance commensurate 

to a non-designated heritage asset. Under the NPPF, remains of this type do not 

preclude development, but harm to these assets should be taken into account in the 

planning balance in the determining of this application.  

1.38 The spire of the Grade II* Listed Church of All Saints is visible from within the site, 

and is visible from the public right of way along the eastern boundary of the site, 

although modern development separates the site and the church. Any harm caused 

to this asset through the residential development of the site would be less than 

substantial and, with a carefully designed scheme, the harm would be at the lower 

end of the spectrum.  

1.39 Residential development within the site is not anticipated to harm the significance of 

any other designated heritage assets in the wider area as a result of alteration to 

setting.  

   


