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1. INTRODUCTION 

Terms of reference 

1.1. Pegasus Environment, part of the Pegasus Group, has been instructed by Gallagher 

Estates Ltd to undertake a preliminary appraisal of landscape and visual matters in 

relation to land off Boughton Green Road, Northampton, in support of representations to 

the Daventry District Council Settlements and Countryside (Part 2) Local Plan 

consultation.  

1.2. This landscape and visual (L&V) analysis has been undertaken to determine the various 

landscape and visual constraints and opportunities regarding the wider site area and its 

context, how these might serve to influence the potential for development in respect of 

a strategic masterplan, and to influence an inherent landscape strategy as part of that 

masterplan.  

1.3. Whilst this L&V analysis remains a high-level appraisal of potential impacts and mitigation 

in response to these, it provides a greater level of analysis and detail, at a site specific 

level, than the more strategic assessment documents prepared as part of the evidence 

base which review larger land parcels in less detail (i.e. the Daventry Landscape 

Assessment, May 2017, TEP). 

1.4. Additional information and a more detailed description on the physical components, 

landscape character and visual amenity of the site and study area are set out in later 

sections of this L&V analysis. 

Site overview 

1.5. The site area is located on the northern edge of Northampton, directly adjacent to the 

suburb of Kingsthorpe. The village of Boughton is located to the north-west of the site, 

the village itself connected to the urban edge at Kingsthorpe. The site is irregular in plan 

form and comprises several arable field enclosures extending from the urban edge to 

Moulton Lane and Boughton Green Lane. The landform of the site falls from the existing 

urban edge, down to the east-west alignment of Moulton Road.  

1.6. The wider landscape context to the site includes the extended settlement edge of 

Northampton, including the suburb of Whitehills to the west and the largely industrial 

area of Moulton to the east. To the north, Boughton is connected to the existing 

settlement edge along Vyse Road and Harborough Road. The village of Moulton is located 

c. 1.3km to the north-east and is physically separated from the site and from Boughton 
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by the combined influence of landform and vegetation. The settlement edge is 

characterised by the transition between the urban edge and the wider, more rural 

landscape to the north; landform continues to fall from Moulton Lane to the north into a 

localised valley, the south facing slopes rising up to a plateau where the settlement of 

Pitsford is located further north.  

1.7. Additional information and a more detailed description on the physical components, 

landscape character and visual amenity of the site and study area are set out in later 

sections of this L&V analysis. 
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2. APPROACH 

Overview 

2.1. The approach and methodology used for this L&V analysis has been developed using best 

practice guidance, as set out in the following documents: 

• Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment 

(2013) Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, 3rd Edition; 

• Natural England (2014) An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment; and 

• Landscape Institute Advice Note 1/11 Photography and Photomontages Guidance. 

2.2. Reference has also been made to additional sources of data and information; these are 

referred to in the relevant sections of the baseline information. Supporting drawings have 

also been produced as part of this L&V analysis and are included as Figures 1 to 6. 

Level of assessment 

2.3. Principles and good practice for undertaking landscape and visual impact assessment are 

set out in the Landscape Institute (LI) and the Institute of Environmental Management 

(IEMA) Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, Third Edition (2013)1.  

2.4. The third edition of the Guidelines for Visual Impact Assessment (GLVIA3) was published 

in April 2013. This guidance acknowledges that landscape and visual impact assessment 

(LVIA) can be carried out either as a standalone assessment or as part of a broader EIA. 

The GLVIA3 note that the overall principles and core steps in the process are the same 

but that there are specific procedures in EIA with which an LVIA must comply. 

2.5. This report has been prepared as a preliminary analysis of landscape and visual 

constraints and opportunities. The report addresses matters of individual landscape 

resources, landscape character areas/types and representative viewpoints. The L&V 

analysis draws on professional judgement in relation to sensitivity of receptors (both 

landscape and visual), the nature of impacts and consequential likely effects. This process 

informs judgements on a landscape mitigation strategy which will avoid, reduce or 

remedy adverse impacts. 

2.6. Landscape features and elements provide the physical environment for flora and fauna 

and the associated importance of biodiversity assets. This L&V analysis does not consider 

                                                           
1 Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment, Guidelines for Landscape and 
Visual Impact Assessment 3rd Edition (April, 2013) 
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the value, susceptibility or importance on ecology and biodiversity, nor does it consider 

impacts from an ecological stance. 

2.7. Heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 

all contribute to the contemporary landscape character, context and setting of an area. 

These aspects have been given consideration in the L&V analysis in terms of physical 

landscape resources (for example trees and hedgerows) and landscape character. 

However, this L&V analysis does not address the historic significance, importance or 

potential impacts on heritage assets and designations; these assets are assessed in the 

context of landscape and visual matters only. 

Collating baseline information 

2.8. Information for the landscape and visual baseline has been collated using a process of 

desk study and field survey work.  

2.9. The desk study includes reference to published landscape character studies and other 

published policy documents relevant to landscape and visual matters. 

2.10. Field survey work was completed during January 2018. A series of representative 

photographs were taken with a digital camera with a 50mm lens (equivalent focal length) 

at approximately 1.8 metres in height. These are presented as a series of representative 

viewpoints and have been used to inform both the landscape and, separately, visual 

assessment (included as Figure 4, Viewpoint Photographs 1 to 12).  

Consideration of effects 

2.11. Having established the relevant baseline position, the appraisal process then considers 

landscape receptors and visual receptors, specifically in response to the nature of the 

proposed development, it identifies the nature of potential impacts and consequently, 

how these can inform an iterative approach to design and mitigation. 
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3. LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL BASELINE 

3.1. The following section describes the individual components of the physical landscape that 

are present in the study area. These have been described to establish an understanding 

of the specific landscape baseline, including individual elements and more distinctive 

features which together contribute to landscape character. 

Landscape related designations 

3.2. The site and study area is not subject to specific statutory or non-statutory landscape 

related planning designations.  

3.3. However, in and around the site there are a several other environmental designations 

which have some relevance to landscape and visual matters (refer to Figure 1, Site 

Location and Planning Designations). These include: 

• Conservation Areas – at Boughton, the boundary largely aligning with the village 

centre and the grounds of Boughton Hall; 

• Tree Preservation Orders – various throughout Boughton, including along Moulton 

Lane and also part of the woodland area of Obelisk Spinney; 

• Registered Parks and Gardens – Boughton Hall (Grade II) which is physically 

separated from the site by landform and by the built form of Boughton itself; 

• Listed Buildings – several within the centre of Boughton (physically separated from 

the site), and ‘The Obelisk’ (Grade II) (physically separated from the site but 

visible from parts of the site); 

• Scheduled Monument - Old St John's Church, located to the north-east of the site; 

• ‘Green Wedge’ policy (Saved Policy EN10 and Emerging Policy ENV3) – 

encompassing a broad belt of land along the northern edge of Northampton. 

3.4. It should be noted that the purpose of the Green Wedge policy to maintain a buffer 

between settlements to prevent coalescence and provide public access; being a ‘high 

quality’ landscape is not a pre-requisite for this policy designations. 

3.5. These matters are considered in the analysis of constraints and opportunities. 

Physical landscape resources 

3.6. The landform of the site comprises a north facing slope characterised by minor 

undulations and some shallow valleys. Across the site the topography falls from a short 

ridgeline c. +124m AOD along the existing urban edge, down to c. +103m AOD at 
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Moulton Road. Localised variations include a shallow valley just off Moulton Road and 

low, localised hill on the eastern edge of the site adjacent to Boughton Green Road. The 

wider landscape on this northern edge of Northampton is characterised by the fall and 

rise of the east/west valley which extends between Moulton and Boughton; the associated 

watercourse forming a tributary to the River Nene. Beyond this the landform is 

characterised by a series of rolling hills, plateaus and associated valleys (refer to 

Figure 2, Topography).  

3.7. The land use of the site is predominantly arable, set across irregular field enclosures 

which become slightly smaller in scale in the eastern parts of the site; this includes a 

small triangle of land that forms Boughton Green which is contained by the local road 

network. In the wider landscape, arable land continues to dominate however field 

patterns become more regular in form and scale further to the north, away from the 

settlement edge; some pastoral uses, parkland and allotments are also present.  

3.8. Vegetation on the site is limited to the arable land use; field enclosures are defined to a 

degree by hedgerows however these are, on the whole, fragmented and limited in extent, 

with many of the fields subject to post war intensification and hedgerow removal. 

Occasional hedgerow trees are present but are not frequent across the site. Several small 

woodland copses are present immediately adjacent to the site, including Obelisk Spinney 

and at Boughton pocket park. In the wider landscape field boundaries are defined more 

strongly by mature and continuous hedgerows and also by linear belts of trees and 

woodland.  

3.9. The settlement pattern on this part of the urban edge is defined by the urban edge of 

Northampton which, given its position toward the upper slopes of the valley, is apparent 

from the wide countryside to the north. Across the settlement edge, at White Hills, north 

Kingsholme and Moulton Park, the settlement edge is relatively well defined by the road 

network and estate layouts. Boughton village is connected to the existing urban edge 

however some physical separation is retained on the eastern edge of the village; in views 

from the north, the eastern extent of Boughton is visually connected to the residential 

development toward the top of the ridgeline. Moulton, although connected to the urban 

edge at Northampton Lane North and Northampton Lane south, is separated from the 

site physically and visually by the existing landform and vegetation patterns. In the wider 

landscape, settlement patterns comprise a series of smaller villages such as Chapel 

Brampton, Pitsford and Holcot interspersed with a series of more isolated farmsteads and 

individual rural properties.  
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3.10. Public access to the site is limited. A short public footpath crosses the easternmost parcel 

of the site, creating a ‘short cut’ between Boughton Green Road and the roads which 

surround Boughton Green. On the western edge of the site a public footpath connects 

Boughton pocket park and Obelisk Spinney. Boughton Green itself is largely ‘locked’ by 

the local road network and there are no highways footways along Boughton Green Road 

or Moulton Lane. In the wider landscape there are several public rights of way which 

provide access to the countryside to the north and north-east of Boughton.  

Landscape character 

3.11. Reference has been made to published guidance on landscape character for the area. The 

site is located in the following landscape character types/areas (refer to Figure 3, 

Landscape Character): 

• National Level - National Character Area (NCA) 95, Northamptonshire Uplands 

(Natural England, May 2014); and 

• District Level – Daventry Landscape Character Assessment (TEP on behalf of 

Daventry District Council, May 2017). 

Plate 1: Summary of landscape character hierarchy 

 

3.12. The following sections set out a summary of the characteristics relevant to the site and 

study area. 

National Landscape Character 
NCA 95 Nortrhamptonshire 

Uplands

Daventry Landscape Assessment
Landscape Type: Rolling 
Ironstone Valley Slopes

Local Landscape Character 
Site in its immediate context 
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National landscape character 

NCA 95 Northamptonshire Uplands 

3.13. At a national level, the site is located in National Character Area: (NCA) 95 

Northamptonshire Uplands2. Where relevant to the site and its landscape context, the 

key characteristics of NCA 95 are summarised as follows: 

• Gently rolling rounded hills and valleys with many long, low ridgelines and great 

variety of landform. Wide, far-reaching views from the edges and across the 

ridgetops; 

• The Upper Nene Valley divides the gently undulating Northamptonshire Heights to 

the north from the hillier Cherwell/Ouse plateau (the ‘Ironstone Wolds’) to the 

south and has been exploited for sand and gravel; 

• Rivers rise and flow outwards in all directions, including the rivers Cherwell, Avon, 

Welland, Tove, Ouse, Nene and Ise, and the area forms the main watershed of 

Middle England; 

• Sparse woodland cover, but with scattered, visually prominent, small, broadleaved 

woods, copses and coverts, particularly on higher ground; 

• Mixed farming dominates with open arable contrasting with permanent Pasture; 

• Typical ‘planned countryside’ with largely rectangular, enclosed field patterns 

surrounded by distinctive, high, often A-shaped hedgerows of predominantly 

hawthorn and blackthorn, with many mature hedgerow trees, mostly ash and oak. 

Some ironstone and limestone walls in places and some localised areas of early 

irregular enclosure; 

• Small pockets of semi-natural vegetation with many small scattered broadleaved 

woodlands, some ancient and often on hill tops, with mires, areas of lowland 

meadow, calcareous grassland and lowland dry acid grassland in the river valleys. 

Bluebell woods occur in places; 

• Nationally rare, locally abundant and prominent ridge and furrow, with frequent 

deserted and shrunken settlements. Several large historic country estates such as 

Cottesbrooke Hall and Althorp and many small country estates, with extensive 

parkland containing a great many mature, veteran and ancient trees; 

• Nucleated villages often on hill tops or at valley heads with low densities of 

dispersed settlement…Extensive new developments in villages along main 

transport corridors and in the two main towns; and 

                                                           
2 Natural England, National Character Area 95: Northamptonshire Uplands (NE565) (2014) 
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• A dense network of narrow lanes with wide grassy verges, often following ridges, 

crossed by many strategic road and rail corridors, including the M1, M40, A14, 

West Coast Main Line railway, Great Western Railway line and the Oxford and 

Grand Union canals. 

3.14. These characteristics are considered in the analysis of landscape and visual constraints.  

District landscape character 

Daventry Landscape Character Assessment (TEP on behalf of Daventry District Council, 

May 2017) 

3.15. At a District level the site is located in a landscape type (LT) defined as the ‘Rolling 

Ironstone Valley Slopes’ (sub area 4b Moulton Slopes). The guidance identifies the 

following key characteristics of the LT: 

• Broad valley slopes dissected by numerous tributary streams that provide a 

surface expression of the diverse drainage network and its interrelationship with 

the variety and complexity of the landform; 

• Ironstone geology expressed in local vernacular buildings and in rich red soils. 

• Building materials vary, vernacular architecture and churches display the local 

ironstone; 

• This provides a strong sense of connection with the underlying geology and 

memorable local landmarks and features; 

• Rolling landform, extensive views and sense of exposure on some prominent 

locations creates an expansive and open character in contrast to lower and more 

secluded areas; 

• Steep slopes adjacent to more elevated landscapes provide diversity. These areas 

are often more secluded and support farm management regimes including smaller 

pastoral fields that contrast with the more elevated and open areas; 

• Water bodies, including the county’s largest reservoir at Pitsford Water provide 

focal features, and enrich the diversity of the landscape. Pitsford is particularly 

distinctive through its reflective quality and constantly changing appearance in 

response to changes in both light and weather conditions; 

• Productive arable farmland in medium and large-scale fields predominates on 

elevated land although sheep and cattle pastures are also prevalent, often in 

smaller fields adjacent to watercourses. Agricultural practices create a patchwork 

of contrasting colours and textures extending across valley slopes providing 

seasonal interest and diversity to the experience of the landscape; 
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• Where broadleaved woodlands and mature hedgerow trees combine, these impart 

a sense of a well treed landscape. The location of this mosaic of woodland and 

tree cover is an important feature particularly the association with steeper slopes 

or adjacent to. Woodland also present as coverts in the agricultural landscape or 

in the designed parklands that are also evident within the Ironstone Valley Slopes; 

• Hedgerows are generally low and well clipped although intermittent sections show 

evidence of decline. The pattern of hedgerows, many of which contain mature and 

semi-mature oak and ash, creates a rich tapestry across the landscape and is 

indicative of the many centuries of evolving land management and changing 

agricultural practices; and 

• Well settled with numerous villages and towns with the landscape directly and 

indirectly influenced by the close proximity to Northampton. 

3.16. The sub area of 4b ‘Moulton Slopes’ provides greater detail on the character of the 

landscape at Boughton and notes that: 

3.17. “Boughton has a small central core around the intersection of some minor roads with 

linear development fronting the road network extending out from the centre. 

Development extends south along Vyse Road and the A508 Harborough Road linking the 

village to Northampton. Elsewhere along the southern edge of Boughton, physical 

separation is limited to a playing field and small wooded area. Physical separation is 

undermined to the south west by the new Buckton Fields residential development on the 

west side of the A508 and the Boughton Quarry landfill site, although parts have been 

planted with trees. Boughton Park provides a wooded edge to the western and northern 

part of the village. To the north the rolling landform and large blocks of woodland provide 

separation between Boughton and Pitsford…” 

3.18. The ‘condition’ of the landscape sub-type is defined by the guidance as ‘moderate to 

weak’. The guidance goes on to note the sensitivity of the landscape in relation to 

coalescence and the need to maintain separation between settlements. It also notes the 

need to integrate the pattern of the landscape through the retention of hedgerows to 

field boundaries.  

3.19. The benefit of the more local level assessment of the LCA over the broader NCA guidance 

(from Natural England) is that it undertakes the assessment of landscape character at a 

more detailed level. Therefore, the finer grain of analysis accounts for the context of the 

wider landscape and places the site in a more specifically defined area of character.  
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3.20. Matters identified in the landscape character assessment which can influence the design 

are considered in the landscape strategy for the site, as described later in this L&V 

analysis.  

Visual baseline 

3.21. This section provides a description of the nature and extent of the existing views from, 

towards and between the site and the surrounding area. It also includes reference to 

specific locations that will potentially be subject to potential impacts arising from 

proposed development of the site. 

3.22. Establishing the specific nature of these views provides an understanding of the context 

and setting of representative viewpoints and the nature of views in terms of distance, 

angle of view, and seasonal constraints associated with specific visual receptors. The 

identification of key sensitive receptors and links to the representative viewpoint are 

carried forward to the appraisal process (refer to Figure 5, Viewpoint Photographs 1 

to 12). 

Overview 

3.23. The visual envelope is the area of landscape from which a site or a proposed development 

will potentially be visible. It accounts for general judgements on the theoretical visibility 

of a site or proposed development and sets a broad context for the study area within 

which to address landscape and visual impacts.  

3.24. The extent of a visual envelope will be influenced by the physical landscape components 

of an area, such as hedgerows, woodlands or buildings and can also be influenced by 

distance from a site.  

3.25. The broad visual envelope for the site is defined as follows: 

• To the north, direct views into the site are limited to the route of Moulton Road 

and residential properties located along this route. Some partial views are 

available from the network of PROW from the north, restricted to the south facing 

valley slopes in the middle-distance landscape. Such views tend to experience the 

site in the context of the existing settlement edge and, in part, see of Boughton 

as a single built up area;  

• To the east, views are limited to the road network, including Boughton Green Lane 

and the local roads which connect this road to Moulton Lane, adjacent to Boughton 
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Green. Views from locations further east are screened by the nature of the 

landform and vegetation, and also the lack of public access in terms of PROW; 

• To the south, views are limited by the existing built up edge of Northampton, 

including views from the edges of the urban fringe. The nature of the landform 

and topographical ridgeline also screen views from the south; and 

• To the west, views are restricted by the built up edge and associated vegetation 

of Boughton, at the point where it extends south to connect to the wider urban 

fringe. restricted by the existing residential built form with receptors being limited 

to those properties which overlook the site currently. 

3.26. Overall, views of the site and likely views of the proposed development are limited to the 

site itself and the immediate context of the site. The more sensitive locations in terms of 

potential visibility (and not nature of receptor) include the public footpaths to the north 

of the site, but only to the extent of the local landscape context immediately north and 

north-east of Boughton.  

3.27. Potential visibility of proposed development is consistent with the character of the local 

landscape due to the urban fringe influences and presence of existing residential built 

form across the majority of views; furthermore, views of proposed development can be 

addressed through appropriate mitigation. 
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4. LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL ANALYSIS 

Development proposals 

4.1. As part of the Daventry District Council Settlements and Countryside (Part 2) Local Plan, 

the site is being promoted for residential development. This L&V analysis assumes an 

approach whereby residential development typically incorporates the residential layout, 

infrastructure and public open space.  

4.2. Considering landscape and visual constraints and opportunities at the early stage of the 

planning process will ensure that a residential masterplan for the site comes forward that 

integrates mitigation (including green infrastructure and open space) with the local 

landscape context and avoids or minimises potential impacts on landscape and visual 

receptors. 

4.3. On this basis, the proposals considered as part of this L&V appraisal include the delivery 

of a sustainable, residential-led masterplan that is located directly adjacent to the existing 

settlement edge.  

4.4. To inform judgements on the capacity of any given landscape to accommodate specific 

types of development (without an undue degree of landscape and visual impact) it is 

necessary to understand the nature and characteristics of the type of development 

proposed.  

4.5. This section of the L&V analysis considers the specific type of development proposed (i.e. 

residential led development) and the nature of the impacts that are likely to occur; 

thereafter it draws the landscape and visual baseline information together and 

summarises the key constraints and opportunities in the existing landscape. 

Likely causes of impact 

4.6. Temporary impacts during construction will occur due to site clearance and 

accommodation works (including limited vegetation clearance where required), 

construction activity, construction compounds, earthworks and early phase 

infrastructure. 

4.7. Permanent impacts relate to the built form of residential development, incorporating 

highways infrastructure, and likely to extend over a series of phases in the longer term. 

Other, positive impacts, will relate to mitigation integrated into the proposed 
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development (i.e. green infrastructure and strategic landscaping), including retained 

trees, hedgerows, open space provision, SuDs and attenuation areas and new planting. 

Constraints and opportunities 

4.8. In the context of the likely impacts the following key constraints and opportunities have 

been identified during the landscape and visual analysis (including reference to field work 

and to landscape character guidance). 

Constraints 

4.9. Constraints for the site are: 

• The existing vegetation on and around the site, including the remnant hedgerow 

field patterns and mature hedgerow trees; 

• More elevated parts of the site where built development may be more prominent 

in views from the wider landscape; 

• The route of the short public footpath in the eastern part of the site and the public 

footpath connecting Obelisk Spinney and Boughton Pocket Park, as both routes 

would benefit from being retained within an area of green infrastructure/open 

space; 

• Views of the Obelisk, which forms a local landmark in views across the site from 

the wider landscape;  

• Views across the site from adjacent visual receptors, including residential 

properties; 

• The proximity of the Scheduled Monument (Old St John’s Church) to the eastern 

edge of the site; and 

• Notwithstanding that Boughton is already connected to the main urban edge to 

the west of the site, the role of the site in providing some separation between 

Boughton and the wider urban edge in this part of Northampton (including 

consideration of the ‘Green Wedge’ policy).  

Opportunities 

4.10. Opportunities for the site include: 

• The lack of any overriding designations specific to landscape on site and in the 

surrounding landscape context; 
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• The current condition of the local landscape character being defined as ‘moderate 

to weak’ and the clear distinction between the site in its urban fringe context and 

the wider landscape to the north of Moulton Road and Boughton; 

• Field patterns have been intensified across the site resulting in loss of 

characteristic hedgerow vegetation. The site is less susceptible to change as a 

consequence but also has an opportunity to introduce new green infrastructure as 

part of a comprehensive landscape strategy; 

• Moulton Road appears to define a distinction in character between the site and 

urban fringe and the wider landscape to the north. This presents a robust 

boundary to the settlement edge; 

• Whilst the Obelisk forms a positive landscape feature, there are several other 

detracting features across the ridgeline, including a large scale communication 

mast and views of industrial development; 

• The urban fringe, comprising residential development, is prominent along the 

ridgeline and this provides a backdrop to the site which gives potential 

development an appropriate context, which in landscape and visual terms, 

contributes to the capacity of the site and reduces its susceptibility to change; 

• The scale of the site which is sufficiently large enough to accommodate a range of 

green infrastructure and open spaces and provide flexibility in the layout to retain 

and enhance existing landscape components, where appropriate. This is 

particularly important in the context of maintaining physical separation between 

settlement s as development can come forward that retains a substantial green 

break between the ‘built envelope’ of the site and the existing residential areas at 

Boughton; 

• Aside from locations immediately adjacent to the site, the relative containment 

and screening of the wider site area by landform, existing mature vegetation and 

existing residential development which limits views from the wider landscape and 

increases the capacity of the site to accommodate built form; 

• Potential improvements to accessibility through connections to the local network 

of PROW;  

• The existing settlement pattern and the ability to proceed with a development 

area that is consistent with the existing settlement edge and which would not 

unduly intrude into the wider countryside to the north; and  

• The existing framework of green infrastructure which can be retained and 

enhanced to reinforce and enhance existing vegetation.  
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Summary 

4.11. Based on the analysis of landscape and visual constraints and opportunities, it is 

considered that there are two important issues in respect of strategic development 

potential for the site: firstly, the need to identify the extent of an appropriate 

‘development envelope’ that can accommodate built form and infrastructure; and 

secondly, the need to establish a robust and enduring green infrastructure framework to 

balance with that.  

4.12. Both elements can develop in response to the local landscape context which will in turn 

help to avoid or reduce impacts. These two aspects have largely defined the preliminary 

development and landscape strategy, as set out in the following section. 
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5. PRELIMINARY DEVELOPMENT AND LANDSCAPE STRATEGY  

Overview 

5.1. The preliminary development and concept plan for the site has considered landscape 

components, landscape character and visual amenity. This has drawn on the baseline 

analysis of the L&V analysis and the early identification of constraints and opportunities 

identified for the site and study area. This includes: 

• Considering the relationship between the urban fringe of Northampton and the 

adjacent countryside; 

• Ensuring that landscape is the integrating framework for new development and 

that separation is maintained between new development and the eastern edge of 

Boughton; and 

• Applying an overarching green infrastructure strategy throughout the masterplan. 

Primary aims and principles  

5.2. Adopting this approach ensures that the preliminary development and landscape strategy 

incorporates mitigation as an inherent component of the proposals, intending to avoid or 

reduce the adverse effects of a development proposal from the outset.  

5.3. The principles for mitigation measures aim to: 

• Conserve and enhance the surrounding landscape character; 

• Retain and make best use of existing landscape elements and features; 

• Maintain physical separation to Boughton; 

• Optimise protection and screening for visual amenity receptors; and 

• Avoid loss or damage to retained landscape elements and features (consequently 

also conserving and enhancing ecological fabric). 

5.4. Together these place a particular emphasis on green infrastructure across the site 

(including strategic landscape planting and open spaces) and the role that landscape 

characteristics and green infrastructure have in determining an appropriate boundary to 

the settlement edge.  

5.5. The aims and principles can be taken forward through an iterative approach to inform an 

evolving design process at an increasing level of detail through the planning process. 
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Landscape components of the preliminary development strategy 

5.6. The landscape components of the preliminary development strategy incorporated into 

the emerging proposals are summarised in the following table.  

Table 1: Summary of landscape and visual mitigation 

Strategy 
component 

Key points 

Development 
envelope 

• In relation to existing vegetation, the spatial extent of the development 
envelope is generally restricted across the site to maintain appropriate 
stand offs and avoid/minimise impacts;  

• The western part of the site excludes areas of development so as to 
retain areas of open space around/between Obelisk Spinney and 
Boughton Pocket Park – this will formalise public access between these 
areas; 

• Excluding development in this western part of the site will limit built 
form in some of the highest parts of the site and will facilitate retained 
views of the Obelisk from a range of locations, both on and off site; 

• On the eastern edge of the site, the development envelope is restricted 
to retain an area of open space adjacent to Boughton Green Lane which 
includes the route of the existing public footpath; 

• The development envelope is excluded entirely from Boughton Green, 
maintaining this area as open; 

• In general, the development envelope is restricted to the central and 
northern parts of the site, maintaining a wide buffer of green 
infrastructure and open space along the northern edge which maintains 
physical separation between the emerging settlement edge and 
Boughton; and 

• Potential to implement a ‘density strategy’ across the site to ensure 
that areas of greater density are concentrated toward the southern 
areas of the site, closer to the existing settlement edge.  

Existing 
vegetation 
strategy 

• Retain and enhance existing vegetation across the site wherever 
possible; 

• Enhancement proposals to include appropriate management (such as 
hedge laying) and new planting as appropriate to reinforce boundaries, 
improve species diversity, ensure succession; and 

• In response to any required losses, proposed replacement and 
additional planting to ensure a net gain in respective vegetation type 
(e.g. hedgerow and/or woodland copses). 

Green 
infrastructure 
and open space 

• A particular focus on green infrastructure creation on the northern part 
of the site so as to deliver a robust physical green edge to the 
settlement that maintains physical separation to Boughton; 

• Throughout this area new landscape infrastructure, planting, SuDs and 
provision of access to create a series of high quality open spaces; 

• As noted with regard the spatial extent of the development envelope, 
maintaining key open areas on the western and eastern parts of the 
site in response to landscape and amenity considerations; 

• Creation of green corridors through the site, breaking down massing of 
development and providing green linkages – these are based on 
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Strategy 
component 

Key points 

existing landscape elements (hedgerows) and proposed new green links 
as a design consideration; and 

• A strategy for landscape planting that will complement and enhance the 
existing green infrastructure network, including substantial hedgerows 
and tree groupings to provide green infrastructure connectivity. 

Environmental 
considerations 

• Approaches to existing vegetation and proposed green 
infrastructure/open space include potential compatibility with ecological 
and biodiversity objectives through retaining and enhancing habitats as 
appropriate; and 

• Design integration for high quality SuDs proposals. 

Green Wedge 
considerations 

• Use of existing and proposed landscape elements and features to 
maintain separation between the merging settlement edge and nearby 
settlements. 

 

5.7. It is considered that, with an appropriate approach to mitigation and the implementation 

of a robust landscape and green infrastructure strategy, a residential masterplan on the 

site will be well contained both physically and visually and will show clear defensible 

boundaries.  

5.8. Consequently, notwithstanding the inevitable impacts associated with any greenfield site, 

the degree of impact on the landscape character of the wider landscape context, and on 

visual receptors will be highly localised and would be acceptable in landscape and visual 

terms. 
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6. GREEN WEDGE CONSIDERATIONS 

Overview of Green Wedge policy 

6.1. The site is currently located in an area designated by local policy as ‘Green Wedge’, as 

set out in Saved Policy ENE10 of the Local Plan (1997) and ENV3 of the emerging Local 

Plan.  

6.2. In the context of this edge of Northampton, the spatial extent of the Green Wedge policy 

has not altered between the saved and emerging policies. And the area extends between 

Boughton and Moulton, extending up to the urban fringe and as far north as the higher 

slopes of the localised valley between the two villages (refer to Plate 1). 

Plate 1: Local Plan Extract showing Green Wedge context 

 

6.3. The policy wording of the Local Plan Saved Policy (EN10) states that: 

6.4. “’Green wedges’ are extensive areas of predominantly open/green spaces which flank 

large settlements and act as buffers between built-up areas and prevent their 

coalescence…and as settings for established landscape features, such as the countryside 

setting for Daventry Country Park. The District Council considers that their greatest value 

is as undeveloped open space areas for recreation, as agricultural land, as land of high 

ecological or landscape importance and/or as land providing separation between existing 
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settlements. In all cases, their open and undeveloped character helps to give identity to, 

or retain identity of, settlements and landscape features.” 

6.5. Emerging policy is more specific in its wording, relating the Green Wedge policy to several 

specific settlements, including Boughton and Moulton, and identifying that each has a 

‘distinctive character’ which the plan notes is important not to harm by urban expansion 

or coalescence. Notwithstanding that the majority of agricultural areas where no PROW 

are present are not formally accessible, the emerging policy also notes the use of Green 

Wedges for informal recreation as part of a wider green infrastructure network on the 

urban edges.  

6.6. Policy ENV3 goes on to note that Green Wedges will protect the identity, character and 

setting of settlements, and states that they will be required to: 

“i. Maintain the physical and visual separation between settlements; and 

ii. Maintain the openness around settlements and their settings. 

iii. Maintain the predominantly open and green character of the Green Wedges; 

and 

iv. Preserve or enhance the character, visual amenity and biodiversity value of the 

6.7. However, the emerging policy also sets out the intention to support proposals which 

contribute to increased public access to, and the enjoyment of, the Green Wedges. 

Strategic Analysis 

6.8. The evidence base to the emerging Local Plan includes the Daventry Landscape Character 

Assessment (LCA), prepared by TEP on behalf of Daventry District Council (May 2017). 

The LCA includes various sections addressing baseline landscape character (Part A), 

Special Landscape Areas (Part B), a case for AONB Designation (Part C) and a series of 

‘fringe assessments’ (Part D) which consider potential for development in various parts 

of the District.  

6.9. The LCA identifies the site as within an area which it defines as ‘Land Unit NF6’ (Land to 

the east of Boughton). In defining land units the LCA adopts a relatively large scale and 

strategic approach which overlooks some of the potential constraints and opportunities 

for potential development.  

6.10. For example, the LCA draws a boundary between NF6 and NF7 which can clearly be linked 

to the physical variations in the landscape that contribute to separation between these 

areas (and separation between Boughton and Moulton). However, on a north to south 
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basis there are clear distinctions between the more enclosed parts of the valley (north of 

Moulton Lane) and the higher quality of this part of the landscape, compared to the more 

degraded landscape on the urban fringe (to the south of Moulton Lane) where there is 

greater capacity for development; this is picked up in later detail where the study 

specifically states that tree cover to the east prevents views from NF6 to Moulton. Such 

distinctions would warrant consideration of separate areas for the assessment however, 

due to the strategic purpose of the LCA, this has been addressed as a single, larger scale 

unit and this misses an opportunity to consider development at a more refined scale.  

6.11. The Daventry LCA includes a summary of the finding of the ‘Northampton Landscape 

Sensitivity and Green Infrastructure Study’ (Northampton Borough Council), noting that 

all of the land in NF6 is categorised as ‘medium to high landscape and visual sensitivity’ 

and that ‘smaller scale development may be possible subject to further investigation and 

appropriate mitigation. This contrasts with the findings of the Daventry LCA itself (Part 

A) which notes that the condition of the landscape type is ‘moderate to weak’. 

6.12. The concept plan for the site, and development strategy components (summarised in 

Table 1) illustrate how a design approach that is strongly led by green infrastructure and 

open space can maximise the potential of the site in respect of its areas of poorest 

condition and the contribute lest to the Green Wedge.  

6.13. This approach ensures that physical and visual separation between the emerging 

settlement edge and Boughton is maintained and that a degree of openness is also 

maintained around Boughton (including key sites such as the pocket parks and heritage 

assets).  

6.14. The use of green infrastructure and open space on the northern edge of the site also 

creates an appropriate transition to the adjacent countryside which consequently will 

reflect more positively and maintain the open and green character of the wider landscape 

of the valley landscape to the north of Moulton Lane. 
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7. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Overview 

7.1. This report has been prepared to consider constraints and opportunities in respect of 

landscape and visual matters for the site off Boughton Green Lane, Northampton. 

7.2. The L&V analysis identifies the key constraints and opportunities present on the site and 

surrounding landscape with the analysis, in the context of the specific nature of the type 

of development being considered, informing the inherent proposals for landscape 

mitigation. 

7.3. This L&V analysis presents a more detailed appraisal of the landscape between Boughton 

and the urban edge of Northampton. It addresses a site specific area and sets out 

constraints and opportunities in respect of this area. At this more refined level of detail, 

this L&V appraisal recognises the site specific variations in landscape character which the 

strategic level studies of the evidence base note generically, but are not able to address.  

7.4. The development consequently incorporates a landscape mitigation strategy which will 

avoid, reduce or remedy adverse impacts. 

7.5. These over-arching principles set the framework for the areas which are proposed for 

development. Each of these can be subject to a greater level of detail regarding 

masterplanning to identify additional detailed considerations through the planning 

process. 

7.6. Given the scale of development required, any location for growth in the Borough is likely 

to result in some harm in relation to landscape and visual matters and also likely to 

require release of greenfield land.  

7.7. The L&V analysis illustrates how, notwithstanding some degree of landscape and visual 

impact, development in this part of the settlement can come forward based on a 

sensitively designed residential scheme with only limited landscape and visual effects at 

a localised level and that such impacts can successfully be avoided or reduced through 

effective mitigation.  

7.8. Effects on landscape character will occur at a site level and its immediate landscape 

context and have little influence on the wider character of the wider landscape context 

to Boughton.  
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7.9. The nature of visual effects is such that the greatest degree of effect will be from locations 

directly adjacent to the site; from the wider countryside, the effects will be much reduced 

due to the limited visibility, existing context of the settlement edge and mitigation 

inherent in the proposed development which, over time, will help to integrate the 

proposed development into the landscape.  

7.10. The preliminary development and landscape strategy aims to maintain and enhance the 

existing green infrastructure network and provide a series of proposals for existing and 

green infrastructure and open space that respond to local landscape characteristics such 

as landform, field boundaries, tree belts etc; all physical and enduring features in the 

landscape.  

7.11. Consequently, the use of existing landscape components to guide the landscape strategy 

and subsequent augmentation of these components can set and buffer that maintains 

separation between the emerging urban edge and Boughton and maintaining the aims of 

the Green Wedge policy.   
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