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1.0 Introduction
Background
1.1

The Environment Partnership (TEP) Ltd was appointed by Daventry District Council
in October 2016 to undertake a wide ranging landscape assessment of the District.
The commission was arranged into six core tasks and these are outlined below.
 Core Task 1 – this involved a review and update of the existing evidence
and landscape character assessment. The existing evidence comprises
the Northamptonshire Environmental Character and Green Infrastructure
Suite (2005); Daventry Infrastructure Studies – Green Infrastructure and
Landscape Technical Report (2008) and the Northampton Landscape
Sensitivity and Green Infrastructure Study (2009).
 Core Task 2 – this required the review of the Special Landscape Area
(SLA) forming part of the saved Policy EN1 from the Local Plan (1997). As
part of this core task, justification for the potential for a high quality
landscape designation was required, including the definition of boundaries.
 Core Task 3 – based on the findings of core tasks 1 and 2, consideration
was given as to whether any part of the District would be appropriate for
designation as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
 Core Task 4 – this part of the commission required consideration of the
pressure for development to the fringes of Daventry and Northampton and
the potential impact on land currently providing recreational space. Another
aspect to cover was the smaller settlements near to the urban fringe and
the potential harm to their character by urban expansion or coalescence.
 Core Task 5 – using the findings from the previous core tasks, appropriate
wording for criteria based policy and policies against which to consider
proposals affecting valued and sensitive landscapes was prepared.
 Core Task 6 – five potential site allocations to the fringes of Daventry were
assessed in terms of their landscape capacity to accommodate change.
This included considering factors such as landscape and visual quality and
the scope for mitigation of any proposed development.

Core Task 3
1.2

Core Task 3 makes a preliminary assessment as to whether any parts of the District
should be considered for Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) designation.
In doing this it refers to the Guidance for assessing landscapes for designation as
National Park or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in England1. This is referred to
as 'the Guidance' elsewhere in the report.

1

Natural England (2011), Guidance for assessing landscapes for designation as
National Park or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in
England
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Scope of the report
1.3

The process of designating a new AONB is complex as it requires the assessment of
landscapes against statutory designation criteria, the identification of detailed
boundaries and the implementation of any Designation and Variation Order
necessary to give effect to the boundaries. The scope of this report is to make a
preliminary assessment of the suitability of parts of the District for potential AONB
status; it assesses those landscapes against a selection of the statutory designation
criteria. It does not cover the identification of detailed boundaries or the
implementation of any Designation and Variation Order.

1.4

The practical application of the Guidance requires the identification of land potentially
suitable for designation. This is to be based on the findings of Core Task 2 of this
commission. In this respect it is considered expedient that the Special Landscape
Areas (SLAs), agreed with the Council in Core Task 2, form the area of land to be
assessed for their distinctiveness and 'specialness'. The four SLAs are:





1.5

Welland Valley
Hemplow Hills, Cottesbrooke and Brington
Catesby and Fawsley
Eydon and Culworth

The SLAs have been assessed against the following statutory designation criteria
covered in the practical steps identified in paragraph 3.9 of the Guidance:
 A. Characterisation and spatial framework;
 B. Evaluation against natural beauty criteria; and
 C. Consideration of desirability to designate.

1.6

The other criteria identified in paragraph 3.9 of the Guidance are outside the scope
of this study:
 D. Assessment for designation under statutory provisions;
 E. Definition of a detailed boundary; and
 F. Formal designation procedures.

1.7

Characterisation and spatial framework was undertaken as part of Core Task 1 which
reviewed and updated the landscape character types and areas across the District.
This report makes a preliminary evaluation of the four SLAs in respect of:
 Performance against natural beauty criteria; and
 Consideration of desirability to designate.

Report Structure
1.8

Chapter 2.0 sets out the approach to assessing the case for recommending parts of
the District for potential AONB designation.
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1.9

Chapter 3.0 presents the findings for the Welland Valley SLA. Chapter 4.0 presents
the findings for Hemplow Hills, Cottesbrooke and Brington SLA. Chapter 5.0 presents
the findings for the Catesby Fawsley. Chapter 6.0 presents the findings for Eydon
and Culworth. Chapter 7.0 provides a summary and conclusion to the report.
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2.0 Method
2.1

The following sets out the approach to assessing the case for designating each of
Daventry District Council's four Special Landscape Areas (SLA) as an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). It is based on Natural England's Guidance for
assessing landscapes for designation as National Park or Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty in England but it only evaluates against a certain number of the criteria
given the limited scope of the report (Steps A-C). The steps referring to assessment
for designation under the statutory provisions, the definition of a detailed boundary
and formal designation procedures are not included (Steps D-F).

2.2

Paragraph 3.9 of the Guidance refers to the selection of a broad area of land and the
practical steps involved in assessing that land for designation.

2.3

Step A requires characterisation and spatial framework of the landscape area under
consideration. This has already been undertaken as part of Core Task 1 - the review
and update of the existing evidence and landscape character assessment.

2.4

Step B considers the evaluation of the landscape area under consideration against a
number of technical criteria taken from Table 3 of the Guidance and sub-factors from
Appendix 1. These are outlined below.
Table 3 from Guidance for assessing landscapes for designation as National Park
or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in England
Factors related to Natural Beauty

Sub-factor
Intactness of the landscape in visual,
functional and ecological perspectives

Landscape quality
This is a measure of the physical state
or condition of the landscape

The condition of the landscape‘s
features and elements
The influence of incongruous features
or elements (whether man-made or
natural) on the perceived natural
beauty of the area
A distinctive sense of place

Scenic quality
The extent to which the landscape
appeals to the senses (primarily, but
not only, the visual senses).

Striking landform
Visual interest in patterns of land cover
Appeal to the senses

Relative wildness
The degree to which relatively wild
character can be perceived in the
landscape makes a particular
contribution to sense of place.
6053.062
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Factors related to Natural Beauty

Sub-factor
A relative lack of human influence
A sense of openness and exposure
A sense of enclosure and isolation
A sense of the passing of time and a
return to nature

Natural heritage features
The influence of natural heritage on the
perception of the natural beauty of the
area. Natural heritage includes flora,
fauna, geological and physiographical
features.

Geological and geo-morphological
features

Wildlife and habitats

Built environment, archaeology and
designed landscapes
Historic influence on the landscape

Cultural heritage
The influence of cultural heritage on
the perception of natural beauty of the
area and the degree to which
associations with particular people,
artists, writers or events in history
contribute to such perception

Characteristic land management
practices
Associations with written descriptions
Associations with artistic
representations
Associations of the landscape with
people, places or events

2.5

In respect of sub-factor intactness of the landscape in visual, functional and
ecological perspectives, the first two factors have been assessed in combination.

2.6

Step C assesses whether it is desirable to designate an AONB based on the first two
questions detailed in Table 5 of the Guidance and these are reproduced below. For
each question a response is to be provided.
Table 5 (part) from Guidance for assessing landscapes for designation as National
Park or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in England
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Is it desirable to designate?

Indicator

Is there an extensive area which satisfies
AONB technical criteria?

The statutory criteria for
designating land as an AONB
apply to an extensive tract. It is the
AONB as a whole which must
satisfy the relevant technical
criteria.
Special qualities: the area‘s special
qualities, ie those aspects of the
area‘s natural beauty, wildlife and
cultural heritage, which make the
area distinctive and are valuable,
particularly at a national scale.
Understanding and enjoyment: the
opportunities to promote the
understanding and enjoyment of
the area‘s special qualities.

Is the area of such significance that AONB
purposes should apply to it?

Consensus: Where there is a
consensus of opinion that an area
meets the statutory criteria or
should be designated, this helps in
determining whether it is accorded
a special value that should be
recognised
Rarity or representativeness: If a
landscape, or an element within it,
is rare or representative of a
particular type of landscape, it may
add weight to the judgment that an
area should be represented within
a National Park or AONB, although
this is not an essential
requirement.
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3.0 Welland Valley SLA
3.1

This chapter presents the findings for the assessment of the Welland Valley SLA
against Table 3 and Table 5 from the Guidance and the method presented in Section
2.0. Table 3 includes sub-factors from Appendix 1: Evaluation Framework for Natural
Beauty Criterion. The introduction to the evaluation framework states the following:
The sub-factors and associated indicators should be regarded as a 'menu' of
examples (developed from past designations and subsequent consultation) from
which those appropriate to the character of the landscape under consideration should
be chosen, adapted or added to. There is no 'scoring' involving accumulations of
indicators and it is possible for a landscape to exhibit natural beauty or offer
opportunities for open air recreation even if a number of the indicators shown in this
appendix are not present.

3.2

The Welland Valley SLA is located along the northern edge of the district next to the
River Welland and near to the southern edge of Market Harborough. The southern
boundary extends south of Arthingworth and A14 corridor and includes areas of
countryside near to the River Ise and one of its tributaries. The boundary of the SLA
continues in a westerly direction along a section of the Brampton Valley Way near to
Great Oxendon and then broadly follows the southern edge of 15a Hothorpe Hills to
Great Oxenden Landscape Character Area (Farmed Scarp Slopes Landscape
Character Type) as far as the boundary with Leicestershire, near to Husbands
Bosworth. The SLA covers a total area of 30km2.

3.3

The SLA includes the following landscape character areas (with the relevant
landscape character types in brackets): 19c Welland Vale (Broad Unwooded Vale),
15a Hothorpe Hills to Great Oxendon (Farmed Scarp Slopes), part of 5a Naseby
Plateau (Clay Plateau) and part of 13d Cottesbrooke and Arthingworth (Undulating
Hills and Valleys).

3.4

The remaining tables in this report, presenting the findings of the assessment of the
SLAs are numbered sequentially, beginning with Table 1 below.

6053.062
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Table 1

Factor

Sub-factor

Indicator

Intactness of the landscape
in visual, functional and
ecological perspectives

Landscape
quality
The condition of the
landscape‘s features and
elements

The influence of
incongruous features or
elements (whether manmade or natural) on the
perceived natural beauty of
the area

Scenic quality

6053.062
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This is a generally wellmanaged landscape with
intact features from a visual
and functional perspective.
This includes woodlands,
hedgerows, frequent
hedgerow trees and some
areas of well-managed
parkland which help to
reinforce character. There is
little evidence of decline of
these features. There are
designated sites for
biodiversity but with limited
inter-connectivity.
The LCA assesses the
condition to be generally good
because features are
generally well-managed, intact
and there is limited evidence
of decline. Features combine
to reinforce character and
distinctiveness.
Market Harborough abuts the
northern edge of the SLA. The
A508 passes through and
near to the eastern edge of
the SLA and the A14 (dual
carriageway) passes next to
the south eastern boundary of
the same designation.
Proximity of wind turbines
near Kelmarsh near the south
east corner of the SLA.
The mosaic of woodland and
grassland to the scarp slopes
form a distinctive backdrop to
Welland Vale.
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Factor

Relative wildness

6053.062

Sub-factor

Indicator

Striking landform

The scarp slopes are
recognisable and distinctive
features in views from the
surrounding lowlands. This is
most pronounced along the
westerly section of scarp
becoming slightly less
pronounced further to the
east. The scarp slope
reaches a modest height of
160m AOD

Visual interest in patterns of
land cover

The mosaic of woodland,
grasslands and pasture along
the scarp slopes combines to
create attractive focal points
as a series of interlocking
wooded hills.

Appeal to the senses

Where the mosaic of
woodland extends onto the
crest of the escarpment the
woodlands help to emphasise
height compared with the
surrounding lowlands and add
a rich texture to views. In
respect of sound, the area
removed from Market
Harborough and main road
corridor is peaceful. There are
no distinctive smells.

A sense of remoteness

Small areas of the SLA could
be considered remote but
often there is the influence of
the incongruous features
referred to earlier.

A relative lack of human
influence

Land is managed for
agriculture and human
influence is clearly evident
from this.

A sense of openness and
exposure

There is a sense of openness
from sections of the Jurassic
Way where it is routed near
the top of the scarp slope.
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Factor

Sub-factor

Indicator

A sense of enclosure and
isolation

Welland Vale has a sense of
enclosure from the scarp
slopes and a sense of
isolation.

A sense of the passing of
time and a return to nature

There is not a sense of the
passing of time and a return to
nature because agricultural
management demonstrates
regular intervention.

Contributors to tranquillity

The SLA has a sense of
quietness and remoteness
although this is confined to the
areas removed from Market
Harborough and main road
corridors.

Detractors from tranquillity

Detractors to tranquillity
include the A4304 to the
northern edge of the SLA, the
A508 passing through and the
A14 to the south.

Geological and geomorphological features

The presence of the scarp
slope.

Wildlife and habitats

Nature conservation
designations comprise Local
Wildlife Site (LWS) along the
Brampton Valley Way. Some
wooded sites to Farmed
Scarp Slopes are also LWS.
Woodland on the southern
edge of Coombe Hill Spinney
is Ancient Woodland. The
woodlands are features
important to the character of
the SLA.

Relative
tranquillity

Natural heritage
features

Cultural heritage

6053.062
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archaeology and designed
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Remnant earthwork to
Sibbertoft motte and bailey
castle
The few settlements present
are villages which display a
distinctive mix of red brick
Leicestershire villages and
Northamptonshire Ironstone.
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Factor

3.5

Sub-factor

Indicator

Historic influence on the
landscape

There is evidence of some
ridge and furrow but this is
limited to some smaller
pastoral fields.

Characteristic land
management practices

There are no distinctively
characteristic land
management practices.

Associations with written
descriptions

There are no associations
with written descriptions.

Associations with artistic
representations

There are no associations
with artistic representations.

Associations of the
landscape with people,
places or events

There are no associations of
the landscape with notable
people, places or events.

Table 2 below considers the desirability to designate the Welland Valley as AONB.
Table 2

6053.062

Is it desirable to designate?

Indicator

Is there an extensive area which satisfies
AONB technical criteria?

The Welland Valley SLA satisfies
some of the criteria, however it is
relatively small in area covering
only 30km2.
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Special qualities: the area‘s special
qualities, ie. those aspects of the
area‘s natural beauty, wildlife and
cultural heritage, which make the
area distinctive and are valuable,
particularly at a national scale.
The small area covered by the
Welland Valley SLA means that
the above aspects would not make
the area distinctive at a national
scale.
Understanding and enjoyment: the
opportunities to promote the
understanding and enjoyment of
the area‘s special qualities.
The area's special qualities can be
enjoyed from the Jurassic Way
which follows the scarp slope.

Is the area of such significance that AONB
purposes should apply to it?

Consensus: Where there is a
consensus of opinion that an area
meets the statutory criteria or
should be designated, this helps in
determining whether it is accorded
a special value that should be
recognised
TEP has not sought opinions.
Rarity or representativeness: If a
landscape, or an element within it,
is rare or representative of a
particular type of landscape, it may
add weight to the judgment that an
area should be represented within
a National Park or AONB, although
this is not an essential
requirement.
LCT15 Farmed Scarp Slope is the
only landscape character area of
the type in the District. Welland
Vale 19c is one of two landscape
character areas of the type in the
district. It is the more intact and
distinctive of the two.
The few settlements present are
villages which display a distinctive
mix of red brick Leicestershire
villages and Northamptonshire
Ironstone.

6053.062
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Summary and Conclusion
3.6

The Chapter has considered the Welland Valley SLA in respect of factors related to
natural beauty and the desirability to designate an AONB. It established that in terms
of landscape quality it is a well-managed landscape that is intact and in good
condition. Nevertheless there are a number of incongruous features including the
proximity of Market Harborough, the A508, A14 roads and wind turbines near to
Kelmarsh. In respect of scenic quality it is recognisable for the distinctive scarp
slopes, albeit they reach a modest height of 160m AOD. The mosaic of woodland
and pasture in combination with the scarp slopes adds a rich texture to views. In
terms of relative wildness, parts of the SLA could be considered remote and isolated
but these areas are quite limited. Human influence is apparent. Welland Valley SLA
is quite tranquil but the tranquillity of the eastern part is undermined by the presence
of the incongruous features.

3.7

The Welland Valley SLA demonstrates some of the natural beauty criteria but it does
not meet all the factors to a sufficient level to be considered for designation as an
AONB. In terms of desirability to designate, the SLA covers a small area of 30km 2
and is not sufficiently extensive to meet the AONB technical criteria. The area's
special qualities meet the criteria for the highest quality landscape in the District and
wider county but these are not likely to be considered sufficiently distinctive for this
to apply at a national scale. This is partly due to the relatively small tract of land
under consideration and the influence of incongruous features.

6053.062
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4.0 Hemplow Hills, Cottesbrooke and Brington SLA
4.1

The Hemplow Hills, Cottesbrooke and Brington SLA extends across the northern part
of the District starting at the edge of the plateau south of Naseby and the small village
of Haselbech and encompassing a series of rolling hills and valleys up to the edge of
this higher ground to the immediate south of Little Brington in the south. The SLA
extends east from sloping ground to the western side of the Brampton Valley. The
SLA extends north west as a narrow finger towards the District boundary
encompassing Honey Hill and Hemplow Hills with the north western boundary formed
by the Grand Union Canal. The area of the SLA covers 142km2.

4.2

This SLA includes the following landscape character areas (with the relevant
landscape character types in brackets): parts of 13c Long Buckby and 13d
Cottesbrooke and Arthingworth (Undulating Hills and Valleys) and the majority of 1a
Guilsborough and all of 1b Spratton and Creaton (Ironstone Uplands).
Table 3

Factor

Sub-factor

Indicator

Intactness of the landscape
in visual, functional and
ecological perspectives
Landscape
quality

The landscape is generally
well managed and features
are intact from a visual and
functional perspective.
Frequent parklands,
prominent woodlands and
distinctive historic villages
contribute positively to sense
of place.
Localised areas of agricultural
intensification. Larger fields
and loss of hedgerows on
land such as close to Maidwell
result in localised areas that
are less intact.
There are designated sites for
biodiversity but with limited
inter-connectivity.

The condition of the
landscape‘s features and
elements

6053.062
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Factor

Sub-factor

Indicator

The influence of
incongruous features or
elements (whether manmade or natural) on the
perceived natural beauty of
the area

Wind turbines north of West
Haddon on high ground
around Honey Hill introduce
man-made moving structures
into the landscape, this is
particularly apparent around
the Grand Union Canal and
roads and footpaths to the
west and south of the wind
farm.
Also turbines near Kelmarsh
Hall south of the A14 which
are prominent tall structures
with a localised effect on
perceived natural beauty.
Prominent edge of West
Haddon has a localised
urbanising influence close to
the southern edge of the area.
Distinctive upland landscape
with rounded undulating ridge
profile forming a distinctive
backdrop to the lower lying
vales.

A distinctive sense of place

Occasional large historic
parkland estates in lower lying
vales with vistas to main
buildings and other focal
features add to sense of
place.

Scenic quality

Striking landform

6053.062

Extensive views from high
ground to hill top villages with
prominent spires or towers,
frequent woodlands and intact
rural farmed landscape.
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Outline and profile of ridgeline
on the skyline at the northern
and western edges of the
SLA. The ridge line forms a
continuous area of high
ground distinctive from areas
of lower ground adjacent.
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Factor

Sub-factor

Indicator
Patchwork effects created by
the combination of frequent
trees, hedgerows copses and
woodlands on the ridgeline
contributes to the distinctive
character and is a feature in
views

Visual interest in patterns of
land cover

Distinctive rounded copses
capping small hills provide
landmarks and reference
points throughout the
landscape aiding orientation.
Extensive parkland areas and
parkland features extending
out into the surrounding
landscape provide variation to
the surrounding farming
character.
Large reservoirs surrounded
by high ground, small
parklands and areas of
woodland contribute to visual
interest and distinctiveness.

Relative wildness

6053.062

Appeal to the senses

Outline and profile of ridgeline
on the skyline with the
patchwork effects created by
the combination of frequent
trees, hedgerows copses and
woodlands contributes to the
distinctive character and is a
feature in views. Many areas
are quite remote with a sense
of peace and quiet and sound
of bird song. There are no
distinctive smells.

A sense of remoteness

Strong rural and remote
character with relatively little
urban intrusion in the northern
part of the SLA (with the
exception of wind turbines in
the northern western part of
the SLA) and proximity of A14
corridor passing near to the
northern edge of the SLA.
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Factor

6053.062

Sub-factor

Indicator

A relative lack of human
influence

This is a quintessential farmed
landscape. As the land is
generally managed for
agriculture human influence is
evident although this
reinforces the rural character
with the land having relatively
few urban influences.
However there are a number
of ancient woodlands
(Scotland Wood and Nobottle
Wood) which have a relative
lack of human influence.

A sense of openness and
exposure

High ground along the fringes
of the area which form the
distinctive upland ridgeline
that allow extensive
panoramic views across the
surrounding low land
landscape particularly around
Honey Hill, Hemplow Hills,
Thornburrow Hill, Glassthorpe
Hill, Garburrow Hill and
Waydale Hill.

A sense of enclosure and
isolation

There is a sense of isolation
and enclosure within the
southern part of the landscape
and within Cottesbrooke Park
in the northern part. The
frequent reference of church
spires in the landscape means
there is a feeling of
connection to people
throughout much of the
farmed landscape.

A sense of the passing of
time and a return to nature

Parklands and remote rural
lanes provide an opportunity
to connect with the past with a
sense of ' stepping back in
time' with a strong connection
to agricultural land practices.
Frequent ridge and furrow
also provide a link to the past.
The farmed landscape shows
little sign of a return to nature.
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Factor

Sub-factor

Indicator

Contributors to tranquillity

Extensive areas of parkland
are a positive contributor to
tranquillity with unenclosed
lanes through parkland with
deer and sheep grazing and
sounds of bird song with
relatively little urban influence.

Detractors from tranquillity

Wind Farm near Honey Hill,
north of West Haddon. A14
(although effect is localised as
the road is in cutting) noise is
a localised influence. M1 in
the south western part of the
landscape. Localised
influence from main roads on
ridge lines cutting through the
landscape (A5199 and A428).

Geological and geomorphological features

Continuous ridgeline to the
fringes and ironstone upland
characteristic of
Northamptonshire. Underlying
geology ever present through
orange-red soils and use of
local ironstone within villages
and boundary walls.

Relative
tranquillity

Natural heritage
features

Wildlife and habitats

6053.062
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Nature conservation
designations include one
SSSI (Calender Meadows)
and two Ancient Woodland at
Scotland Wood and Nobottle
Wood as well as a number of
Local Wildlife Sites covering
woodland, hedgerows,
reservoirs and rivers.
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Factor

Sub-factor

Indicator

Built environment,
archaeology and designed
landscapes

Heritage designations
comprise clusters of listed
buildings in villages, a number
of scheduled monuments on
land next to villages visible
sometimes as undulations
within fields. These include
monastic granges and
designated medieval villages
on fringes of estates and
villages. Concentration of
Registered Parks and
Gardens including Brockhall
Park (Grade II); Althorp
(Grade II); Holdenby House
(Grade I) and Cottesbrooke
Hall (Grade II).

Cultural heritage
Historic influence on the
landscape

6053.062

Wide spread ridge and furrow
around village fringes and
within parkland estates.
Extensive parkland estates
throughout the landscape.

Characteristic land
management practices

There are no distinctively
characteristic land
management practices.

Associations with written
descriptions

There are no associations
with written descriptions.

Associations with artistic
representations

There are no associations
with artistic representations.

Associations of the
landscape with people,
places or events

Althorp Park is the childhood
home of Diana Princess of
Wales and her final resting
place.
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4.3

Table 4 below considers the desirability to designate the Hemplow Hills,
Cottesbrooke and Brington landscape as AONB.

Table 4

6053.062

Is it desirable to designate?

Indicator

Is there an extensive area which satisfies
AONB technical criteria?

The Hemplow Hills, Cottesbrooke
and Brington landscape satisfies
some of the criteria, it is a
relatively large area at
approximately 142km2 but has
notable evidence of human
influence
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Special qualities: the area‘s special
qualities, ie. those aspects of the
area‘s natural beauty, wildlife and
cultural heritage, which make the
area distinctive and are valuable,
particularly at a national scale.
Although some of the aspects of
the area's natural beauty, wildlife
and cultural heritage are distinctive
in the context of the district, they
are not highly distinctive at a
national scale.
Understanding and enjoyment: the
opportunities to promote the
understanding and enjoyment of
the area‘s special qualities.

Is the area of such significance that AONB
purposes should apply to it?

The area's special qualities can be
enjoyed from the Macmillan Way
through the eastern part of the
landscape from Maidwell, through
the eastern edges of Cottesbrooke
Park, through the Ironstone
Uplands and Holdenby Hall and
continues through Great and Little
Brington. The Jurassic Way takes
in the Hemplow Hills, Grand Union
Canal, Honey Hill and Winwick
along the western fringes of the
SLA. Also numerous PRoW
connect villages across the
landscape, notably around Althorp,
Great and Little Brington and
Nobottle.
Public can also appreciate the
parkland landscapes through
footpaths and unenclosed estate
roads through Cottesbrooke Park
and Brockhall Park.
Consensus: Where there is a
consensus of opinion that an area
meets the statutory criteria or
should be designated, this helps in
determining whether it is accorded
a special value that should be
recognised
TEP has not sought opinions.
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Is it desirable to designate?

Indicator
Rarity or representativeness: If a
landscape, or an element within it,
is rare or representative of a
particular type of landscape, it may
add weight to the judgment that an
area should be represented within
a National Park or AONB, although
this is not an essential
requirement.
Large-scale parklands, distinctive
repetition of rounded copses on
hills, undulating ridge line profile to
fringes of SLA adjacent lower-lying
areas and series of undulating hills
through the central part of the SLA
represent particularly good
examples that are characteristic of
the wider LCA

Summary and Conclusion
4.4

The chapter has considered the Hemplow Hills, Cottesbrooke and Brington SLA in
respect of factors related to natural beauty and the desirability to designate an AONB.
The assessment has identified that this is a well-managed landscape which is
generally intact and in good condition. Incongruous features are present to the
northern fringes (A14 corridor) and southern fringes (M1 corridor); ridge roads
through the landscape (A5199 and A428), the wind farm on the ridgeline near Honey
Hill (north western fringes) and wind farm near Kelmarsh Hall (northern fringes).

4.5

The scenic quality is acknowledged as a distinctive upland landscape with rounded
undulating ridge profile forming a distinctive backdrop to the lower lying vales. It is
representative of a rolling upland Northamptonshire landscape with extensive views
from high ground to hill top villages with prominent spires or towers, frequent
woodlands and intact rural farmed landscape. Churches and manor houses form
focal points of views. Striking landform is characterised by a ridge line of higher
ground around the fringes of the area set against lower lying ground. Visual interest
is created by a patchwork of vegetation associated with higher ground. Extensive
parkland areas and reservoirs surrounded by high ground provide variation from the
largely agricultural landscape.
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4.6

In terms of relative wildness, the landscape is representative of a farmed landscape
with human influence evident through agricultural activity. The frequent views of
church spires associated with hilltop villages retains a connection between villages
and the surrounding rural landscape but limits the sense of isolation and remoteness
apart from the northern part of the SLA. Tranquillity is most notable within extensive
parklands where there is a sense of stepping back in time. There are relatively few
nature conservation designations but there are a number of heritage designations;
the most extensive covering the parkland estates. There are no characteristic land
management practices or associations with notable writings, artists or places. The
land to the north of the SLA around Naseby is associated with the battle of Naseby
although the battlefield lies further to the north.

4.7

In terms of desirability to designate, the Hemplow Hills, Cottesbrooke and Brington
SLA covers a relatively small area of 142km2 and this is unlikely to be sufficiently
extensive to meet the AONB technical criteria.

4.8

The special qualities of the SLA are important to the character of Daventry District
and the County but would not be considered sufficiently distinctive to meet the
significance criteria for an AONB designation. Furthermore, there are urban
influences around the fringes which negatively influence these parts of the SLA.

6053.062
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5.0 Catesby and Fawsley SLA
5.1

This chapter presents the findings for the assessment of the Casteby and Fawsley
SLA against Table 3 and Table 5 from the Guidance and the method presented in
Section 2.0. The findings are presented in Table 5 below.

5.2

The Catesby and Fawsley SLA extends across most of the southern part of the
District starting from the south eastern edge of Daventry and eastern edge of Weedon
Bec including the hills and valleys south of those settlements. The SLA extends south
towards the villages of Farthingstone and Preston Capes on higher ground on the
edge of the Undulating Hills and Valleys LCT. To the east the SLA extends as far as
the A5 near Church Stowe (the District boundary). To the west the designation
reaches the district boundary with Stratford on Avon District and includes the Rolling
Agricultural Lowlands and Ironstone Hills LCTs. The SLA covers an area of 95km2.
Table 5

Factor

Sub-factor

Indicator

Intactness of the landscape
in visual, functional and
ecological perspectives

This is a deeply rural
landscape with intact, wellmaintained hedgerows, trees
and woodlands. Landscape
features are in a consistently
good condition and contribute
positively to sense of place
and the agricultural character
of the landscape meaning it is
intact from a visual and
functional perspective.
There are designated sites for
biodiversity but with limited
inter-connectivity.

Landscape
quality

6053.062

The condition of the
landscape‘s features and
elements

The LCA assesses the
condition to be generally good
because the landscape is
generally well managed.
Landscape features, in
particular woodlands and
parkland, are intact and
contribute positively to the
sense of place.

The influence of
incongruous features or
elements (whether manmade or natural) on the
perceived natural beauty of
the area

There are few incongruous
features with the exception of
the telecommunication mast
south of Hellidon and the main
road corridors.
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Factor

Sub-factor

Indicator

A distinctive sense of place

Striking landform
Scenic quality

Visual interest in patterns of
land cover

6053.062

Page 25

Views from the undulating
valley landscape and southern
part of Rolling Agricultural
Lowlands LCT towards
distinctive hills and knolls
including Big Hill, Arbury Hill
and Sharman's Hill.
Where wide open views are
possible, villages, or more
often church towers and
spires, offer focal points on
the horizon and provide a
human scale in the undulating
valley landscape.
Elevated, rolling landform with
distinctive isolated hills
provides a memorable skyline.
The summit profiles of the
isolated hills and ‘knolls’ are a
particularly notable feature
comprising striking landform
within the landscape.
Productive medium and largescale arable fields
predominate on elevated land
with agricultural practices
creating a seasonally
changing patchwork of
contrasting colours and
textures.
Medium sized broadleaved
woodlands and mature
hedgerow trees combine to
give the sense of a well treed
landscape and provide a
sense of enclosure in contrast
with the more open and
elevated hill tops.
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Factor

Sub-factor

Indicator

Appeal to the senses

Extensive views and sense of
exposure on some prominent
hilltops with intermittent long
distance views and an
impression of an expansive
character from certain
locations. Many areas are
quite remote with a sense of
peace and quiet. There are no
distinctive smells.

A sense of remoteness

Sense of remoteness in areas
removed from the A425, A361
and A5 corridors. These areas
contribute to a perception of
peace and tranquillity. The
hills extending up to the edge
of Daventry limit its influence
on the SLA.

A relative lack of human
influence

Land generally is managed for
agriculture demonstrating
human influence. However
there are a number of ancient
woodlands (Badby Wood,
Everdon Stubbs and Mantles
Heath) which have a relative
lack of human influence.

A sense of openness and
exposure

Varied landform, extensive
views and sense of exposure
on some prominent hilltops
(including Hinton Hill,
Charwelton Hill, Sharman's
Hill, Big Hill and Newnham
Hill) with intermittent long
distance views and an
expansive character.

A sense of enclosure and
isolation

There is a sense of enclosure
and isolation in the vicinity of
the ancient woodlands (Badby
Wood, Everdon Stubbs and
Mantles Heath).

Relative wildness

6053.062
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Factor

Sub-factor

Indicator

A sense of the passing of
time and a return to nature

With the exception of the
ancient woodland, there is not
a sense of the passing of time
and a return to nature as
active human intervention is
apparent throughout the SLA.

Contributors to tranquillity

There is a sense of quietness
and remoteness in large parts
of the SLA with the exception
of areas near to the main road
corridors and limited number
of settlements.

Detractors from tranquillity

The areas of the SLA affected
by the main roads are along
the eastern edge near to the
A5, near to the A361 which
runs in a north to south
direction through central part
of the SLA. The north west
corner of the SLA is affected
by the A425.

Geological and geomorphological features

The presence of the isolated
hills and knolls.

Wildlife and habitats

Nature conservation
designations include SSSIs at
Badby Wood, Everdon Stubbs
and High Wood and Meadow.
Ancient Woodland at Badby
Wood, Everdon Stubbs,
Church Wood and smaller
woods of the same
designations around
Farthingstone. In addition
there are a number of Local
Wildlife Sites covering
woodland, the disused railway
corridor east of Hellidon and
the water bodies at Fawsley
Hall.
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Natural heritage
features

6053.062

Daventry Landscape Character Assessment
Core Task 3 - Considering the Case for AONB Designation

Factor

Sub-factor

Indicator
Heritage designations
comprise the Registered Park
and Garden covering Fawsley
Hall and Badby Wood. There
is a Grade 2 Listed building at
Catesby House set in a
parkland landscape.

Built environment,
archaeology and designed
landscapes

The few settlements present
are villages which display the
distinctive Northamptonshire
Ironstone vernacular.

Cultural heritage

5.3

Grade I Listed Buildings are at
Fawsley Hall and the nearby
St. Mary's Church. Grade I
Listed churches at Staverton,
Newnham, Everdon, Church
Stowe

Historic influence on the
landscape

Presence of ridge and furrow
particularly in the vicinity of
Badby and Everdon.

Characteristic land
management practices

There are no distinctively
characteristic land
management practices.

Associations with written
descriptions

There are no associations
with written descriptions.

Associations with artistic
representations

There are no associations
with artistic representations.

Associations of the
landscape with people,
places or events

There are no associations of
the landscape with notable
people, places or events.

Table 6 table below considers the desirability to designate the Catesby and Fawsley
landscape as AONB.
Table 6

6053.062

Is it desirable to designate?

Indicator

Is there an extensive area which satisfies
AONB technical criteria?

The Hemplow Hills, Cottesbrooke
and Brington SLA it is relatively
modest in area at approximately
95km2.
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Special qualities: the area‘s special
qualities, ie. those aspects of the
area‘s natural beauty, wildlife and
cultural heritage, which make the
area distinctive and are valuable,
particularly at a national scale.
Some aspects of the area's natural
beauty, wildlife and cultural
heritage are distinctive in the
context of the District and could be
considered further in respect of
meeting the criteria for AONB
designation.
Understanding and enjoyment: the
opportunities to promote the
understanding and enjoyment of
the area‘s special qualities.

Is the area of such significance that AONB
purposes should apply to it?

MacMillan Way long distance
footpath extends through the south
eastern part of the SLA from
Farthingstone to Weedon Bec and
traverses the undulating hills and
valleys landscape. The Nene Way
begins near the source of the River
Nene at Badby and traverses the
slopes of the valley heading
towards Weedon Bec. Knightley
Way links Farthingstone with
Badby and passes through
Fawsley Park. The Jurassic Way
takes in the western part of the
SLA passing near to Sharman's
Hill and through the settlements of
Hellidon and Staveton. There is a
network of PRoW linking the
settlements with higher number of
routes around Badby Woods and
National Cycle Route 50 follows a
rural lane network from the
southern edge of Daventry
heading southwards through
Newnham and Preston Capes.
The public can also enjoy
appreciate the parkland
landscapes through footpaths and
unenclosed estate roads through
the grounds of Fawsley Hall.
Consensus: Where there is a
consensus of opinion that an area
meets the statutory criteria or
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Is it desirable to designate?

Indicator
should be designated, this helps in
determining whether it is accorded
a special value that should be
recognised
TEP has not sought opinions.
Rarity or representativeness: If a
landscape, or an element within it,
is rare or representative of a
particular type of landscape, it may
add weight to the judgment that an
area should be represented within
a National Park or AONB, although
this is not an essential
requirement.
Distinctive hills and knolls (near to
lower areas of land) with wooded
areas or hedgerows on the slopes
that help articulate the shape of
the landform that are not present
elsewhere in the District.
Repetition of wooded hills and
undulating ridge lines profile
adjacent to lower lying areas
represent examples that are
characteristic of the SLA
(Undulating Hills, Valleys and
Ironstone Hills LCT and southern
part of Rolling Agricultural
Lowlands LCT).
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Summary and Conclusion
5.4

The chapter has considered the Catesby and Fawsley SLA in respect of factors
related to natural beauty and the desirability to designate an AONB. It established
that in terms of landscape quality it is a well-managed landscape that is intact and in
good condition and the number of incongruous features is limited to the
telecommunications tower south of Hellidon, the A5, A361 and A425. In respect of
scenic quality it is recognisable for the range of hills to the southern edge of Daventry
and isolated hills and knolls further to the south with views of those features from
lower ground. There is a pattern of medium and large-scale arable fields and a
number of broadleaved woodlands that contrast with the more open and elevated hill
tops. In terms of relative wildness, large parts of the SLA could be considered remote
and isolated, however, human influence is apparent through the extensive
agricultural activity. To a large extent the SLA is tranquil and that tranquillity is
undermined only in areas close to the main road corridors. The broadleaved
woodlands are designated as SSSI and ancient woodland and are natural heritage
features. In terms of cultural heritage there is a Registered Park and Garden at
Fawsley Hall and Badby Wood, a number of Listed Buildings and distinctive villages
across the SLA. However there are no characteristic land management practices or
associations with notable writings, artists, people, places or events.

5.5

In terms of desirability to designate, Catesby and Fawsley SLA covers a relatively
small area of 95km2 and this is unlikely to be sufficiently extensive to meet the AONB
technical criteria.

5.6

However, the neighbouring authorities of South Northamptonshire (Castesby,
Fawsley, Maidford and Litchborough SLA and Ayhno, Cherwell Valley and Eydon)
and Stratford on Avon (Ironstone Hills) have designated SLAs which extend to part
of the southern and western boundary of the Catesby and Fawsley SLA respectively.
An assessment of the desirability to designate the three SLAs as a more extensive
combined area could potentially meet the AONB technical criteria.

5.7

The Catesby and Fawsley SLA displays some of the displays some of the significance
criteria needed for consideration as an AONB designation and this could be
considered further.

5.8

It is suggested that Daventry District Council liaise with the adjoining local authorities
to understand the potential for a joint designation with the neighbouring authorities,
with a view to setting up a working group.
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6.0 Eydon and Culworth SLA
6.1

This chapter presents the findings for the assessment of the Eydon and Culworth
SLA against Table 3 and Table 5 from the Guidance and the method presented in
Section 2.0. The findings of the assessment are presented in Table 7 below.

6.2

The Eydon and Culworth SLA is along the south western edge of the District next to
the boundary with South Northamptonshire. The extent of the SLA in Daventry
District is small covering 5km2, whereas a large proportion of it extends into the
neighbouring district of South Northamptonshire. (At the time of writing a study
commissioned by South Northamptonshire District Council has recommended that
the SLA should be retained in the Local Plan Part 2.) The northern boundary passes
to the south of Byfield following the edge of a partly wooded disused railway. The
eastern, southern and western boundaries follow the District boundary.

6.3

The SLA is mostly covered by 2a Eydon Hills (Ironstone Hills LCT), although most of
this landscape character area extends into South Northamptonshire District. It also
includes a very small area of 13a Woodford Halse and Weedon Bec (Undulating Hills
and Valleys LCT).
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Table 7

Sub-factor

Indicator

Intactness of the
landscape in visual,
functional and ecological
perspectives

Landscape features are
in a consistently good
condition and contribute
positively to sense of
place and the agricultural
character of the
landscape. It is intact
from a visual and
functional perspective.
There are designated
sites for biodiversity but
with limited interconnectivity

The condition of the
landscape‘s features and
elements

The condition of the
landscape is good
because features are
generally well managed
with intact features.
There is evidence of
planting of new
hedgerow trees and
woodlands which will
contribute positively to
the area as they mature.

The influence of
incongruous features or
elements (whether manmade or natural) on the
perceived natural beauty
of the area

There are no
incongruous features
with the exception of the
A361 road corridor
passing through the
western part of the SLA.

A distinctive sense of
place

Views within SLA area
vary; along the road
network there are views
across to the small range
of hills to the south of
Byfield. Views from the
small range of hills are
across the neighbouring
valleys towards a
patchwork of farmland
bordered by frequent
hedgerow trees and
woodland on higher
ground of hills outside
the District to the south.

Landscape quality

Scenic quality

6053.062
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Sub-factor

Indicator

Striking landform

The isolated range of
small hills to the south of
Byfield are distinctive but
only reach 192m AOD do
not comprise a striking
landform.

Visual interest in patterns
of land cover

Visual interest is
provided by frequent
riparian trees (associated
with River Cherwell) and
small areas of woodland
as well as occasional
ponds. Land use is
primarily pasture and
rough grassland along
the River Cherwell.
Ridge and furrow is
occasionally evident in
the pastoral fields. Large
scale fields bordered by
closely cropped
(pollarded) hedgerows
and frequent hedgerow
trees. This is a simple
managed landscape that
retains a rural and
remote character.

Appeal to the senses

Panoramic views north
and south from the ridge
line of the range of small
isolated hills south of
Byfield.

A sense of remoteness

There is a sense of
remoteness near to River
Cherwell and the small
hamlet of West Farndon
and the Boddington and
Byfield Reservoirs.

A relative lack of human
influence

Land is generally
managed for agriculture
demonstrating human
influence across the
SLA.

Relative wildness
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Sub-factor

Indicator

A sense of openness and
exposure

The range of small hills
to the south of Byfield
reach a modest height so
there is a limited sense
of openness and
exposure.

A sense of enclosure and
isolation

As there is limited
woodland in the SLA
(apart from near to the
River Cherwell) there is
no particular sense of
enclosure and isolation.

A sense of the passing of
time and a return to
nature

There is not a sense of
the passing of time and a
return to nature as active
human intervention is
apparent throughout the
SLA.

Contributors to
tranquillity

There is a sense of
quietness and
remoteness in the small
area around the River
Cherwell and West
Farndon and Boddington
and Byfield Reservoirs.

Detractors from
tranquillity

The A361 road corridor
which passes over the
western edge of the
range of small hills.

Geological and geomorphological features

The presence of the
range of small hills south
of Byfield.

Wildlife and habitats

Nature conservation
designations comprise
local wildlife sites (LWS):
Boddington Reservoir,
Byfield Reservoir and
Parson's Spinney; small
wooded area adjacent
River Cherwell; wooded
area forming part of
disused railway to
northern edge of SLA.

Relative tranquillity

Natural heritage features

6053.062
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Cultural heritage

6.4

Sub-factor

Indicator

Built environment,
archaeology and
designed landscapes

Heritage designations
comprise a small number
of listed buildings
associated with the
hamlet of West Farndon.

Historic influence on the
landscape

Presence of ridge and
furrow in some of the
pastoral fields near to the
River Cherwell.

Characteristic land
management practices

There are no distinctively
characteristic land
management practices.

Associations with written
descriptions

There are no
associations with written
descriptions.

Associations with artistic
representations

There are no
associations with artistic
representations.

Associations of the
landscape with people,
places or events

There are no
associations of the
landscape with notable
people, places or events.

Table 8 below considers the desirability to designate the Eydon and Culworth SLA
as AONB.
Table 8
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Is it desirable to designate?

Indicator

Is there an extensive area which satisfies
AONB technical criteria?

The Hemplow Hills, Cottesbrooke
and Brington SLA covers a very
small area of 5km2 which could not
be considered extensive
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Special qualities: the area‘s special
qualities, ie. those aspects of the
area‘s natural beauty, wildlife and
cultural heritage, which make the
area distinctive and are valuable,
particularly at a national scale.
Some of the aspects of the area's
natural beauty, wildlife and cultural
heritage are distinctive in the
context of the district, and could be
considered further in respect of
meeting the criteria for
distinctiveness at a national scale.
Understanding and enjoyment: the
opportunities to promote the
understanding and enjoyment of
the area‘s special qualities.

Is the area of such significance that AONB
purposes should apply to it?

MacMillan Way long distance
footpath extends along the
southern edge of the SLA and a
PRoW (that links with MacMillan
Way) follows the ridgeline of
Fardonhill. The Nene Way begins
near the source of the River Nene
at Badby and traverses the slopes
of the valley heading towards
Weedon Bec.
Consensus: Where there is a
consensus of opinion that an area
meets the statutory criteria or
should be designated, this helps in
determining whether it is accorded
a special value that should be
recognised
TEP has not sought opinions.
Rarity or representativeness: If a
landscape, or an element within it,
is rare or representative of a
particular type of landscape, it may
add weight to the judgment that an
area should be represented within
a National Park or AONB, although
this is not an essential
requirement.
Distinctive hills with wooded areas
or hedgerows on the slopes that
help articulate the shape of the
landform that are not present
elsewhere in the District.
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Is it desirable to designate?

Indicator
Repetition of wooded hills and
undulating ridge lines profile
adjacent to lower lying areas
represent examples that are
characteristic of the SLA and the
Ironstone Hills LCT.

Summary and Conclusion
6.5

The chapter has considered the Eydon and Culworth SLA in respect of factors related
to natural beauty and the desirability to designate an AONB. It established that in
terms of landscape quality it is a well-managed landscape that is intact and in good
condition and the only incongruous feature is the A361. In respect of scenic quality
the SLA is recognisable for the range of small hills to the south of Byfield. In terms
of visual interest there is a pattern of riparian trees, small areas of woodland and
pastoral fields near to the River Cherwell that contrast with medium to large scale
arable fields on higher ground. The SLA cannot be considered wild as human
influence is apparent through the extensive agricultural activity. The SLA is tranquil
with the exception of land near the A361 corridor. In respect of nature conservation
features some of the small wooded areas are designated as local wildlife sites. These
include: Boddington Reservoir, Byfield Reservoir and Parson's Spinney; a small
wooded area adjacent River Cherwell and a wooded area forming part of disused
railway to northern edge of SLA. In terms of cultural heritage there are a small number
of Listed Buildings at West Farndon. However there are no characteristic land
management practices or associations with notable writings, artists, people, places
or events.

6.6

In terms of desirability to designate, the extent of the Eydon and Culworth SLA in
Daventry district covers a mere 5km2. In isolation the physical extent of the SLA
would not be considered sufficiently extensive to meet the AONB technical criteria.
However, the neighbouring authority of South Northamptonshire intends to retain the
same SLA designation to the south which covers a much larger area. Furthermore,
Stratford on Avon District has designated an SLA which extends across land in close
proximity to the north west and the Catesby and Fawsley covers land to the north. It
could be that an assessment of the desirability to designate the three SLAs as a more
extensive combined area might meet the AONB criteria.

6.7

In respect of significance, some aspects of the area's natural beauty, wildlife and
cultural heritage are distinctive in the context of the District and could be considered
further in respect of meeting the significance criteria.

6.8

It is suggested that Daventry District Council liaises with the adjoining local authorities
to understand the potential for a joint designation, with a view to setting up a working
group.
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7.0 Summary and Conclusions
7.1

The aim of the study was to consider whether any part of the District would be
appropriate for designation as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

7.2

In doing this it referred to Natural England's Guidance for assessing landscapes for
designation as National Park or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in England.

7.3

The scope of the report was to make a preliminary assessment of the suitability of
parts of the District for potential AONB status; it assessed those landscapes against
a selection of the statutory designation criteria.

7.4

The landscapes assessed were the four Special Landscape Areas (SLAs):





7.5

Welland Valley
Hemplow Hills, Cottesbrooke and Brington
Catesby and Fawsley
Eydon and Culworth

The SLAs have been assessed against the following statutory designation criteria
covered in the practical steps identified in the Guidance:
 A. Characterisation and spatial framework;
 B. Evaluation against natural beauty criteria; and
 C. Consideration of desirability to designate.

7.6

Chapter 3.0 assessed the Welland Valley SLA covers only 30m2 which would not be
sufficiently extensive to make designation desirable. It also concluded that the SLA
demonstrates some of the significance criteria but it does not meet all the factors to
a sufficient level to be considered for designation as an AONB.

7.7

Chapter 4.0 assessed the Hemplow Hills, Cottesbrooke and Brington SLA. The SLA
covers 142km2 which would not be sufficiently extensive to make AONB designation
desirable. The special qualities of the SLA are important to the character of Daventry
District and the County but would not be considered sufficiently distinctive to meet
the significance criteria for AONB designation to be appropriate. Furthermore, there
are urban influences around the fringes of the SLA which negatively influence these
parts of the area.

7.8

Chapter 5.0 assessed the Catesby and Fawsley SLA. The SLA covers a relatively
relatively small area of 95km2. The physical extent would not be sufficiently extensive
to make AONB designation desirable. However, the neighbouring authorities of
South Northamptonshire and Stratford on Avon have designated SLAs which extend
to part of the southern and western boundary of the Catesby and Fawsley SLA
respectively. An assessment of the desirability to designate the three SLAs as a
more extensive combined area could potentially meet the AONB technical criteria in
terms of physical extent.

7.9

The Catesby and Fawsley SLA displays some of the significance criteria needed for
consideration as an AONB designation and this could be considered further.
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7.10

Chapter 6.0 assessed the Eydon and Culworth SLA. It only covers 5km2 and would
not be sufficiently extensive to make designation desirable. However, the same SLA
extends into the neighbouring South Northamptonshire district and this covers a
much larger area. Furthermore, Stratford on Avon District has designated an
SLAwhich extends across land in close proximity to the north west and the Catesby
and Fawsley SLA covers land to the north. It could be that an assessment of the
desirability to designate the three SLAs as a more extensive combined area might
meet the AONB criteria.

7.11

The Eydon and Culworth SLA displays some of the significance criteria needed for
consideration as an AONB designation and this could be considered further.

7.12

It is suggested that Daventry District Council liaises with the adjoining local authorities
to understand the potential for a joint designation, with a view to setting up a working
group.
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