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Summary
As part of the Development of ‘Dennetts Close’ off Ashby Road, Daventry, the
developers were required to provide £24,500, as part of their S106
agreement, for new playground equipment. This funding has restrictions on it
including:
• It must only to be used for a specific location ie the area of Public Open
Space near Shackleton Drive that adjoins the ‘Old Railway Line’.
• The new playground equipment must be aimed at children aged 4 to 8
years old specifically for those that live within a 5 minute walk of the
site.
• The money must be spent by 2017.
If any of these conditions are not met the money must be returned to the
developers.
There was a playground previously located on this site which had been
vandalised and had to be removed. DDC Officers were conscious of balancing
the requirement to provide playground equipment as part of the development
as well as being aware of the anti-social behaviour issues that occur in that
location. Officers proposed moving the playground equipment closer to
Ashby Road as a way of decreasing the likelihood of similar activity occurring
with any new playground equipment.
The survey aimed to find out:
• If the local community supported the proposal to build a new
playground in that location;
• If they agreed with the proposed new site of the playground; and
• Which of the three options was the favoured design.

Children’s Survey

It is important to consult with children who may actually use the playground
as they are likely to have a different perspective on what they like best then
their parents. Ashby Fields School agreed that we could survey their students
to find out which of the proposed designs were their favourite. Responses
were received from two Year One classes and from one class each from Year
Two – Year Six (7 classes).
188 responses were received in total with the votes being cast as follows:
• 86 votes (46%) for Option A
• 53 votes (28%) for Option B
• 49 votes (26%) for Option C
The majority of the school children surveyed voted for the design by HAGS
SMP.

Residents Consultation

A letter drop was carried out of 500 surrounding residents who received
information about the proposed new playground and a survey form. The
consultation was publicised in the local paper and radio and on the DDC
website. People could respond by either completing the paper form or via an
online survey. The consultation period was open for three weeks.
92 responses were received to the survey.
The responses to each of the survey questions are outlined below.
Q1 – Do you think that a new playground should be built at Shackleton
Drive?
92 responses were received to this question. The majority of responses
(80.4%) agreed that yes a new playground should be built at Shackleton Drive.
18 responses (19.6%) disagreed with the proposal.

Q2 – If not, why not?
19 people responded to this question. The majority of those that responded
had concerns that because of the nature of the site there would be nothing to
prevent vandalism of the play equipment and that anti-social behaviour that
already occurs in this area will only increase. Others were concerned about
the location being so close to Ashby Road and that this would make it
dangerous for young children.

Comments Received
Purely on the basis of the vandalism factor.
The proposed site is very close to our back garden. I’ve already had rubbish
and dog mess thrown into the hedges by our fence. It would also be the same
as the last play area - as mentioned in your letter - particularly anti-social
behaviour
It will be little used, misused and become another liability for the town to
maintain.
Anti-social behaviour
Ashby Road is a very dangerous road and to encourage children to go
anywhere near it would be foolish
It will only encourage vandalism and antisocial behaviour.
Because it will only be used in the end by youths that will destroy and leave
drink cans and bottles
This park was subject to vandalism and anti-social behaviour a few years ago
and to move the play area 200 yards up the other end of the field near the
road, in my belief would not solve the problem. If anything you would be
giving a place for the older youth element to hang out and encourage more
anti-social behaviour!
The police have been cut back more and it’s very rare that I ever see a
community officer walking around this area.
My property backs onto the park and I experience foul language, abusive
noises which I have found rather unsettling. There is also evidence of drinking
and drug use in the park. I understand that children need somewhere to play
but in this case building a playground on that field would do more harm than
good to the community. I certainly wouldn't let my grandchildren play there.
As has been said, vandalism and anti-social behaviour spoiled the current one,
as this new site is screened by trees and foliage the same problems will surely
arise.
Noise, litter and anti-social behaviour, cost, too close to busy road.
It will encourage yobs and riff raff - have seen all this before.
Ashby Road already too busy with traffic, without encouraging more.
Dangerous site for playground
This type of playground could cause parking problems, two close to houses etc
and school and doctors parking is a nightmare now
While I think it would be wonderful for children, it would only be another
gathering place for disruptive teenagers at night - as a country park
Too close to a busy road, bus route and through cut for speeding cars going
into Speke Drive and local shops.
Too close to Main Road, devalue my house. Already a suitable park at
Daneholm. Encourages anti-social behaviour

It is far too close to a busy road thus endangering the age group concerned. It
is also remote from houses and this will become a target for vandals and antisocial behaviour.
You already indicate that the previous playground was subject to vandalism
and anti-social behaviour - what is to stop this happening again? Perhaps the
money could be put towards the 200k needed for the traffic coming measures?
Q3 – Do you agree with the proposed location of the playground
equipment?
89 People responded to this question. The majority, 73% supported the
proposed location moving closer to Ashby Road. 24 people (27%) did not
support the proposed location of the playground.

Q4 – If not, why not?
18 people responded to this question. Most concerns were that the proposed
site was too close to the road and that given the nature of the location it
would still encourage vandalism and antisocial behaviour. There were five
comments suggesting that the site of the previous playground would actually
be safer.
Comments Received
Vandalism occurs in all areas, sad fact of life, however this location is
particularly close to some very undesirable people’s homes who would take
great joy in destroying any equipment located here
I think a much better site would be where the outdoor swimming pool was
sited.
Cannot see justification for another playground
It would seem more sensible to move the playground away from the bus Ashby
Road, and closer to the footpath that runs to the North East of the grassy area

I disagree with the proposal for the playground at the proposed location for
the following reasons;
1. The location is too private and will present danger for all ages of children
because;
a) paedophiles can watch or act without being seen
b) Health and Safety. If a child is hurt no one will be able to see or help
c) Anti-social behaviour will not be seen, particularly by older teenagers in the
evenings.
This will cause problems and distress for local residents, as well as unsavoury
refuse that may be further danger for smaller children using the playground.
2) The traffic on Ashby Road, is still too fast. Children who will have to cross
the road from the Dennett’s Close estate or the New Forest Way estate, in fact
any housing estate the other side of Ashby Road, will be in danger. There is a
zebra crossing, but unfortunately small children do not always take proper
care when crossing roads, and there are no speed bumps to slow traffic down
adjacent to them, or in fact anywhere on the Ashby Road.
While it would be nice to provide better facilities for the local children, this in
my opinion not the correct place to do it.
Next to the main road (Ashby) is not ideal for children - more central or nearer
the quieter road (Shackleton)
It will only encourage vandalism and antisocial behaviour.
The "existing" site is perfect is NOT near the main road and that group that
vandalised the previous equipment has now dispersed and has not been seen
in the neighbourhood for some time.
As long as use existing zebra crossing to access from other side of the road.
Maybe the existing crossing needs a minor upgrade in terms of some railings
to stop children running over the road
As above, I experienced first-hand a badly cut foot to my grandson due to
broken glass, the next time I took him, glass and needles were there again.
It is too close to the main road and the traffic is already dangerous in this area
Country Park is this side of town centre, build new playground on other side.
Yes & No - Ashby Road side or Shackleton Drive is ok, as long as maintained
It would/could be an attraction for the AFC (Ashby Fields Crew) who have
persistently vandalised the bus shelter on Shackleton in the 19 years I have
lived in Burton Close.
Too close to the road. Better near the pedestrianised walk way side
Should be where the old one used to be on the same field- too close to the
main road.
To close to the road - no indication if the area is going to be fenced off?

Think it's too close to the main road which is a concern with the speed people
drive down the road
Q5 – Which is your favourite playground design?
74 people responded to this question. The majority of responses favoured
Option B (70.3%). This is the design by Kompan.

Q6 – Any other comments?
A number of positive comments were received welcoming the addition of a
playground in this area. However, the majority of comments received centred
around concerns about anti-social behaviour, vandalism and road safety.
Others raised concerns about the need to fence the area, provide seating and
more litter/dog bins.
Some people commented that the playground should be built in a different
location, or not at all with the money to be spent on other things. There were
also comments made on the age range that the playground was catering for
that this should be extended to younger and older children. As stated above
there are restrictions on what this funding can be used for and it isn’t used for
this purpose it must be returned to the developer.
Comments Received
Unless you are able to provide 24hr security for proposed playground it sadly
would be a complete waste of taxpayers funds, it would become a
playground for the thugs and barbarians that live in close proximity.
Will there be safe access to and from Ashby Road.
Needs benches and fenced off to keep dogs out and dog bins too. A bigger
age range for the play equipment, say 4 - 12 years, cannot quite see it from
road may need some trees cut down/trimmed

Litter bins
2 seats for parents/guardian/grandparents to sit on to keep an eye on
children while they play, also play area to be fenced off to keep children in
and dogs out
I like A & B equally but would be happy with any of the playgrounds really!
Playground is a good idea. I am supporting A as it looks less likely to attract
anti-social gatherings - yet still offering interesting equipment.
I am concerned about anti-social behaviour, but having a two year old I think
it’s a great idea and would use it
You stated in your letter that there has been vandalism in the past. Why
would anyone wish to consider this proposal? A complete waste. Surely
there must be better projects to channel these costs into?
The playground should not be aimed purely at the 4-8 age range as many 4
and 5 year olds will have younger siblings. Option A appears to have a better
split between older and younger.
If the pirate themed option is chosen it will be important to maintain it
properly as it will look shabby and old very quickly if not maintained
Option C -Least vulnerable to damage but still good for kids.
Yes, there needs to be complete transparency from the road so to ensure no
abuse or damage is done out of sight, otherwise I would say no to the
playground
I think the playground is a wonderful idea, but I'm really worried about kids
off the Dennetts Close estate crossing the Ashby Road to get to it. There's
quite a few young unsupervised kids on here who I'm sure will be attempting
to cross the road on their own. Whilst there IS already a crossing, cars scream
down this road. I HATE speed humps, but I do think some additional traffic
calming will be required. If not, it's only a matter of time until a kid gets hit.
Play equipment for younger children (i.e. 1-3years) should also be
incorporated as there is a lack of this in the larger playgrounds and people
often have children of different ages
Instead of a proposed playground where teenagers are likely to hang around
it at all hours, consider getting the teenagers off the streets.
The designs of the playground are not actual designs but an impression of
what the playground could look like!!! However there must be provision in
all the designs for seating to accommodate adults/supervisors of small
children using the play equipment.
Although we have no children, I agree that they need areas to play in, but
due to youths this is not possible.
The play equipment looks fun and full of very different activities for children.

I really like the big net in the middle.
The area was targeting younger children not older ones that two of the
designs have allowed for!!
(Option B - plus some baby swings) Whichever option is chosen, seating
should be provided and it should be regularly maintained.
This will become a meeting place for yobs and heaven help the people whose
homes will back onto it. If you lived in this area you would know.
Lived in Newbury 3 years ago, teenagers using swings etc, drinking and
smoking, very bad - also equipment probably vandalised.
I think this is a wonderful idea. Perhaps the play area outside of Ashby Fields
could also be improved. It is a disgrace, I have previously written to Mr
Heaton Harris who told me to contact Council.
Surely this type of playground would be more suitable outside boundaries of
Daventry. This cost better spent on health and education.
Great idea but why can't there be something for toddlers as well?
Please can it be made secure because of Ashby Road and Old Railway Line,
great idea and location - thanks
Bigger age range for the play equipment would be good instead of 4 - 8
maybe up to 12 years old. Benches/picnic area for grownups and fenced off
to keep dogs out and dog poo bins.
Health and Safety (checks carried out on all equipment daily or weekly)
certainly no dogs in the area. All children to be supervised by parents etc
Just a bit worried of its proximity to busy road. Perhaps with crossing there
could be a speed camera? Very busy road at this point!
There is nowhere for parents to park cars if they were coming from another
location, there are very few small children in Burton Close. It is only due to
concentrated community policing over the years that has minimised the
amount of vandalism at the local shops and Daventry Country Park area. My
son deemed the country park play area unsafe for my grandchildren due to
the evidence of broken glass, faeces and general litter. I think the same will
be a problem for a new local playground unless it was situated near the
primary school in Wimbourne Place as it is a busy area and more open to
public view near the local social housing, with more young families coming
and going
I think this is a positive development for children in the locality, as there are
no play facilities near to these houses.
As with all playgrounds on Ashby Fields, police them to keep vandalism and
anti-social behaviour to a minimum
Money should be spent on turning street lights on, improving bin collections

and grass cutting etc
Daventry DC look after it and maintain it. We would be concerned that
teenagers hang around the playground and damage it for little ones.
Must be enclosed with a gate to exclude dogs seating for parents etc
Slightly worried about teenagers wrecking it within a week/month. Look at
what happened by Ashby fields school. Overrun by teenagers at night and
trashed; therefore parents do not want their children playing there.
What measures are going to be put in place to prevent the following 1)
Vandalism 2) Anti-social behaviour (drinking etc). How will this area be
monitored?
I am a registered childminder and parent. At the moment, the nearest
decent park to me is Welton but it would be so much better to have a good
park to walk to. We already use the field area for games and picnics and the
play area would only add to this in a positive way. I would be delighted to see
a new park built.
There was a play park proposed for Dennetts Close but it was changed to a
"landscaped area" which is not really suitable for the many families who live
on Dennetts Close and Nursery Gardens.
Are there going to be more dog waste bins provided as the proposed site is
regularly used by dog walkers,
More rides for younger children please. Daventry Country Park has plenty for
the older kids.
Q7 – Are you a parent/grandparent/guardian of any children who would use
this playground?
Of those that responded to the survey, 62.9% were parents/grandparents/
guardian of a child who would use this playground.

Conclusions
Of the 92 people who responded to the survey, the majority (80.4%)
supported the proposal to build a new playground in the open space area off
Shackleton Drive. 73% of those that responded supported the plan to relocate
the playground closer to Ashby Road.
Those that objected to the proposal for a new playground did raise serious
issues with regard to anti-social behaviour, vandalism and road safety. Most
of the people raising these concerns live very close, if not adjoining the area of
open space and are very aware of issues that have occurred in the past and in
some case are ongoing. If officers decide to proceed with plans to build the
playground they should be aware of the comments received as part of the
consultation and look to address or mitigate these concerns.
Preferred Design
The results from the survey were:
Option A
(HAGS SMP)
Children
86
Residents
10
TOTAL
96

Option B
(Kompan)
53
52
105

Option C
(Wicksteed)
49
12
61

The majority of children voted for Option A (HAGS) whilst the majority of
residents voted for Option B (Kompan). When the results were added
together it was very close between Option A and Option B with the Kompan
design with 105 votes and the HAGS design with 96 votes.

Post Consultation
Whilst the majority of the residents supported the proposal for new
playground equipment and to relocate it closer to Ashby Road, significant
concerns were expressed over safety, noise and the potential for anti-social
behaviour. Following a review of the consultation responses and discussion
with the Community Safety Team it was decided that there were too many
risks associated with the proposed site and locating the new equipment on
the existing site would provide the best overall solution.
Officers reviewed the proposed designs against the following criteria: range of
equipment; innovation; age suitability; durability; safety; security; and public
consultation results.
As a result of this analysis the design by Wicksteed Leisure was selected for
the new playground.

