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1. Introduction
1.1
All planning enforcement action (formal or informal) is at the discretion of the Council as Local Planning Authority. The Council  will investigate and prioritise all known or alleged breaches in planning control and or contraventions involving listed buildings or advertisements. Formal enforcement action will be taken where appropriate and when it is considered proportionate and reasonable to do so, taking into account all the known circumstances.  The Council’s planning enforcement will operate within the requirements of the NPPF dated  February 2019.

1.2
The authority will respect the confidentiality of complainants and will not in normal circumstances release the details of any complainant unless it is legally obliged to do so. Planning enforcement investigations are confidential and it will frequently be necessary and desirable to keep details of any investigation confidential. Where and when appropriate complainants will be updated with actions and/or the outcome of an investigation as soon as reasonably possible.
 
1.3
Officers will monitor planning permissions during the course of the development. It is acknowledged by the Council  that the monitoring of all development would be resource intensive, impracticable and in many cases unnecessary. The Council  will focus its monitoring on the larger and more contentious developments, especially those subject to  planning obligations and will rely on a complaints-led procedure for the more minor authorised developments within its area.
2.
Principles
2.1
The Council  will investigate, to establish the facts, of all known and alleged breaches and contraventions in planning control. The Council  will not continue the investigation where it considers it is not in the public interest and/or it is not proportionate and reasonable to do so. It will not investigate or take action against breaches or contraventions or potential breaches or contraventions that do not appear to involve development, or are minor development that may be de minimis or amount to a technical or minor breach in planning control which is considered unlikely to escalate to a more serious breach or contravention and cause harm in the future
2.2
The type of incidents of planning enforcement issues within Daventry District are wide-ranging and varied. Enforcement action, formal or informal, will be taken in the public interest with respect to breaches and contraventions in planning control where it is proportionate and reasonable to do so. All action taken will have regard to the nature of the breach or contravention and the provisions of the NPPF, the local development plan and any other material considerations.
2.3
In carrying out investigations regard will be had to the Human Rights Act 1998, the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, the Criminal Procedures Act 1996, the Regulatory and Investigatory Powers Act 2000 (as amended) and any other relevant primary or secondary legislation, common law and or guidance.
2.4   
The Council  has a wide range of enforcement tools available such as issuing notices under section 215 of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (frequently known as untidy site notices), the issuing of Community Protection Warning letters and Notices (CPN) served under The Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014, the serving of information notices such as a Planning Contravention Notice and Temporary Stop Notices and Enforcement Notices supported by Stop Notices, along with Listed Building Enforcement Notices and legal proceedings for illegal advertisements and listed building contraventions.

2.5   
If enforcement notices are issued or legal proceedings are taken and not complied with within the required time frame legal (or further legal) action will where appropriate be taken. In addition or alternatively, consideration will be given to other measures to secure compliance such as the Council carrying out default works or seeking an injunction. In all cases consideration will be given to and action will be taken where appropriate to recover all costs incurred by the Council as the consequence of the enforcement action.
