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Summary
This Village Design Statement has been prepared for
the Parish of Walgrave by a Steering Group made up
of eighteen parishioners, over a period of some
fifteen months.

thirdly, it is intended to be a document which
highlights the many positive features of village life
in Northamptonshire and the splendid nature of the
local countryside.

The Steering Group initiated a survey of the
buildings of Walgrave, which provides a
comprehensive description of every residence in the
parish. This document, which can be viewed on
application to the Walgrave Parish Council, has been
an indispensable guide to the development of this
statement.

This Village Design Statement has produced a set of
planning guidelines on the environment, open
spaces, buildings, highways, utilities and agriculture.
The residents of Walgrave believe that if these
guidelines are followed in all future development,
the consequence will be a village which everyone
can be proud to live in, to visit and to enjoy.

The Steering Group believes that what has emerged
is a concise document which is attractive to several
different groups of readers. Firstly, it will be used by
professional developers and their agents in any
proposals for development they may make; secondly,
it is a short history of the village which travels back
as far as the Domesday Book and is thus of general
interest to adults and children of the village alike;

Chairman
Walgrave VDS Steering Group.

Daventry District Council Planning Department,
particularly Karen Britton and Richard Wood.
The people of Walgrave represented by the steering
group of: - Michael Bailey, Clare Baxter, John Beale,
Chris Beattie, Malcolm Campbell, Jennie Holmes,
David Knight, Matt Knight, John Lockhart, Simon
Mead (chair), Fred Morgan, Tom Parker, Maggie
Saxon, Robin Simmons, Norwood Whittle, Alan
Wild, Kate Wilson, Ian Wilson.
The photographs were also supplied by Fred
Morgan.
The VDS Steering Group would like to express its
grateful thanks to Ledger Bennett for the design of
this document.

Front cover - Walgrave village sign, Lower Green
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Baptist Chapel, Gold Street
(Grade II listed)

St. Peter’s Church, High Street
(Grade I listed)
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17th century sundial on the “Dial House”

Top - Walgrave Post Office
Bottom - “Royal Oak” public house

Introduction
A Village Design Statement is a summary of what the
community feels is distinctive or characteristic of
their village and what the community feels should be
considered in any future developments or changes, to
enhance or protect those special features.
The Walgrave Village Design Statement was initiated
by the Parish Council and is the result of
consultation with the population. A Steering Group
of villagers has coordinated and developed those
views on behalf of the community, to a timetable
detailed in the Appendix. The support of Daventry
District Council Planning Department has aided its
development.

The Village Design Statement is intended to be used
by any developers and their agents proposing
developments or major maintenance/improvement
works within Walgrave, or having an impact on the
Parish of Walgrave. It will guide them as to the
preferred key design outcomes. It is also intended as
guidance and help for any villagers making
modifications to their property.

Village Design Statement

Daventry District Council has a statutory Planning
Policy which is amended from time to time. Walgrave
Village Design Statement is added to this legal
framework and must be fully considered when
assessing the merits of any planning application.

Following public consultation Daventry District
Council formally considered this design statement on
18 May 2011 and adopted it as a Supplementary
Planning Document. This design statement will
therefore be a material consideration when assessing
any planning applications in or near the village, as
well as providing guidelines for any other future
changes.

The evolution of the village is described and how
various factors influenced the development of
Walgrave. The village today is then characterised and
assessed, with Planning Guidelines given as a guide
for the future.

Walgrave, Northamptonshire
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Evolution of the village
Walgrave is a village between Northampton and
Kettering of approximately 800 inhabitants. There are
four country roads and a single track lane that
converge on the village. Three of the roads are from
the neighbouring villages of Hannington, Holcot and
Old. The fourth road leads to the A43 and from there
to Kettering, the nearest town approximately 6 miles
away to the north-east. Northampton is
approximately 8 miles to the south-west and is the
major conurbation nearby. A regular bus service
comes through the village, linking Northampton and
Kettering.

Walgrave lies on the boundary of the
Northamptonshire Plateau of heavy loam/clay soils
and the lighter ironstone soils, which are exposed to
the south of the village where the several water
courses have eroded the covering of boulder clay. The
ironstone geology is expressed both in the red soils
and in the older vernacular buildings, where the
ironstone is easily distinguished by the orange brown
colour and characteristic “boxstone” weathering
patterns visible on the larger blocks. Pale sandstone,
sourced locally, has also been used in these buildings.
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The productive farmland is characterised by the
boulder clay and ironstone-rich Northampton sand.
Medium to large arable fields cover the majority of
the Parish, with permanent pasture blocks often
adjacent to watercourses. It is notable that the
majority of the permanent pasture has been less
affected by 20th century agricultural alteration than
might be expected, with a high retention of ancient
earthwork features such as ridge and furrow. This is
extensively revealed around the village and in the
shrunken or deserted medieval settlement apparent in
Atterbury’s field, to the south of the village.
The landscape surrounding Walgrave is shaped by
agriculture, which is the defining factor of this rural
community. The several watercourses running
through the village and the surrounding meadow land
have created the visually pleasing landscape of the
area.

The village is named in the Domesday Book as
Waldgrave in 1086 with a population of fifty one. It
became Waldegravia in 1185, Walgrava in 1195 and

Walgrave, Northamptonshire

View south over open countryside, with ridge and furrow

Waldgrave in 1241. There is no record of when the
name became Walgrave.
The village in early medieval times was probably
based around the church and lower ground to the
south, along Rectory Lane and extending into
Atterbury’s field, still identifiable by earthworks. This
important link with the village’s past is protected by
both English Heritage and Atterbury’s Field Trust,
which should ensure its preservation in perpetuity.
It is probable that the village focus then moved to
higher, drier ground as a result of the medieval
plagues, consolidating around the church and the
routes from other local settlements nearby.
The enclosures of the late 18th century gave rise to
the field patterns we see today and also established
roads to Hannington, Old, Holcot and Kettering
(
). The main period of enclosure lay in
the century between 1730 and 1820, with peaks of
activity in the 1770s and the 1810s. The method of
enclosure produced distinctive fieldscapes. The
village, a self sufficient agriculture-based settlement
until the mid 19th century, was at first more open in
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nature, probably with a series of greens, whilst
limited settlement was extending along the roads to
Kettering, Holcot and Old.
At the beginning of the industrial revolution, the
cottage-based lace industry and then the leather and
shoe trade led to an increase in building within the
village, linked to these industries. Some examples of
workers’ houses are Klondyke cottages, New Row,
Spion Kop and Crispin Cottages. The building that
became the local boot and shoe factory, Walkers
Works, was built in 1899. It later housed the Regent
Belt Company, but finally closed in 1992.
The limited settlement along the principal roads was
extended in the 20th century with the development
of “closes”: Jubilee Drive (c1929), Townsend and
Springfield Roads (c1949) and Amber Drive (c1975)
(
).
Further development took place, especially in the
1970s to 1990s, along the existing roads and with
infill schemes, such as Walker’s Acre, Church View
and Manor Farm Close.
The Parish contains several outlying settlements and
farmsteads with the emphasis still on agriculture.

Walgrave, Northamptonshire
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The village today with
guidelines for the future

Landscape, Views and Open Spaces
Arable fields now predominate, but the village is
fortunate to have areas of permanent pasture, many of
which still show ancient ridge and furrow cultivation.
There is no mature woodland to break up the farming
landscape, but hedges of hawthorn and blackthorn
with oak and ash trees frame the landscape whilst
dividing the fields.
Walgrave lies in a gently rolling landscape and the
parish benefits from the fact that the countryside has
not been denuded by large scale removal of
hedgerows or blighted by pylons, masts or industrial
buildings. The quality of the surrounding rural
landscape and the biodiversity value that it provides
create a distinctive local character.
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View south-west with Atterbury’s Field - site of the medieval village

The grassland to the east, south-east, south and southwest of the village is extremely important in terms of
the history, the wild life, the amenity value and the
aesthetics and should be protected and preserved in its
current form.

The views to the east, the south-east, the south and
the south-west, are over landscape criss-crossed by
Rights of Way and permissive footpaths, which are
extensively used and much appreciated by villagers.
This landscape is considered to be essential to the
setting and rural character of the village and new
development must not compromise the open nature of
the countryside within the parish (Refer to Map 3 Significant views and open spaces).
Village Design Statement
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The southern parish boundary byway is a wide track
known as The Mere and is well used by walkers and
horse riders, with unspoilt views both south to Holcot
and north to Walgrave. The aspect towards Walgrave
sees the village placed in harmony with the landscape
in the middle distance, roof tops merging with mature
garden trees, the church spire rising at the centre and
the plateau of land stretching beyond to the horizon.
This view and setting of a classic English village is
treasured by villagers and must be maintained (Map 3 Significant views and open spaces).

Walgrave parish has no ancient woodland, so the
mature trees in the hedgerows are particularly
valuable both for the wildlife and aesthetically. There
are seven tree preservation orders, all on trees growing
on land previously attached to Manor Farm.

View north - the village in context

To the south, the land drops down from the village
across the historically important Atterbury’s field,
which contains the remains of earlier medieval village
buildings and part of a hollow way. It then rises above
the stream, creating visual and atmospheric interest
both into and out of the village. The sense of English
patchwork landscape is palpable. The pasture grasses
and flowers contrasting with hedgerows and trees, and
arable fields with varying crop types show marked
changes with the seasons, creating a diversity of view
and a setting for the village which is unmatched.

The open spaces in and around the village contribute
to the overall character of the village and its setting
and need to be protected.

There are a number of Registered Greens within
Walgrave, the largest of which is Lower Green. This is
a statutory green and is home to the war memorial, a
specimen plane tree, and the village sign. Top Green
also has statutory status and has been partly covered in
tarmac to allow parking. Villagers expressed a wish to
Similarly, the views on the approach to Walgrave
have this green reinstated during consultation for this
down the hills from Holcot and Hannington reveal the document.
village set on rising ground beyond the valley
The open space on Old Road is partly planted with
grassland, the eye led by wide verges and hedgerows
native trees and shrubs, and includes a bus shelter. The
to the settlement surrounded by countryside.
area is also used for recreation by local residents. The
Here the foreground is of pasture, with bronze, pink
green at the crossroads is planted with a small group of
and purple grass heads mixed with wild flowers.
attractive trees (Refer to Map 1 - Historic features of
Above, the silhouetted trees change from the bare
Walgrave).
branches of winter, through the pale green lacework
of spring and into the solid dark green of summer and Off Newland road the village playing field is used for
recreation and sport. Adjacent to this is the site of the
bronze of autumn. There are startling changes of
colour and texture throughout the year, from the vivid medieval manor of North Hall, a county heritage site.
acid yellow of oilseed rape to the soft white of the
To the south-west of Walgrave lies Pitsford Water
“may” hawthorn blossom in the hedges, from the
Nature Reserve, a large area of which is within the
cream and pink of elderflowers and dog roses to the
Parish (Refer to Map 2 - Parish Boundary, rights of way
vibrant red and purple colouring of autumn.
and water features). This was designated a Site of
- Guidelines
E1. To maintain the village’s rural

E2. The rural nature of Walgrave is

E3. The pastoral views described

character, setting and atmosphere,

intrinsic to the character and

are particularly important to the

any new development should give

identity of the village and the space

character of the village and new

high priority to landscape design in

between neighbouring settlements

development must be sympathetic

order to protect and enhance the

must be maintained, both actually

so as not to impose on the rural

views into and out of the village.

and visually. The intrinsic quality

scene. (Refer to B1 and Map 3 -

(See also Building Guideline B1)

of the surrounding rural landscape

Significant views and open spaces)

should be protected and enhanced
where possible.
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- Guidelines
OS1. All village greens within

OS2. Pressure should be put on

OS3. Every effort should be made

the parish should be maintained.

the Highway Authority by the

to restore direct access to the

Larger open spaces should be

Parish Council to reinstate Top

Pitsford Water Nature Reserve.

retained and enhanced.

Green, to enhance the aesthetic
and amenity value of this area.

Special Scientific Interest in 1970 due to the large
number of wildfowl. Access to the Reserve (permit
holders only) is greatly valued by residents of
Walgrave, although when the reservoir was filled in
1955, all the footpaths were severed, both through
the Reserve and also to the adjoining village of
Holcot. Villagers would like to see footpaths
reinstated and direct access restored to the Reserve
from the village.
Reached by footpaths running through meadowland
from the centre of the village, the Red Springs Nature
Reserve is located to the east of Walgrave. The four
acre site is owned and managed by the Parish
Council (Refer to Map 3).
Medieval Fishponds of historical importance and
interest are located a short distance to the south of
Red Springs at Hall Farm and although on private

land can be reached by a permissive footpath (Refer to
Map 3).
Atterbury’s field is permitted access land and lies to
the south of the village. Footpaths running through
Atterbury’s are extensively used by villagers (Refer to
Map 3).
To the west of Walgrave is the cemetery. This is owned
and managed by the Parish Council (Refer to Map 1).

There are two watercourses that flow immediately
outside the village that present a fluvial flood risk.
Both of these watercourses have a flood plain, which is
shown on flood maps prepared by the Environment
Agency. These can be viewed on their website at:
http://www.environmentagency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/37793.aspx
Lower Green with its magnificent plane tree

Village Design Statement
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Holcot Road

Buildings
Walgrave, in common with many villages in the
County, has developed visually in a haphazard way,
particularly through the latter part of the last century.
In hindsight, many mistakes were made with the built
environment, with an ad hoc mix of often
inappropriate materials and inappropriate design
decisions. Fortunately, the juxtaposition of buildings
and some of the more imaginative development has
preserved the feel of a small, attractive, rural village,
particularly within the core of the settlement centred
on the church. This is appreciated by residents and
the factors that contribute to this must be preserved,
enhanced if possible, and carried forward into the
future.

- Relation to countryside
The visual links to the countryside within the
village should be preserved. Extensions to existing
buildings and any proposed development must
demonstrate that this is not detrimental to this
principle. (See also Environmental Guideline E1.)

The church of St Peter’s (Grade 1 listed), which is
mainly 14th century, with the tower dating from the
13th century, dominates the community from its
commanding presence in the heart of the village.
(Refer to Map 1 - Historic features of Walgrave).

Within the parish, a further 9 buildings and associated
features are listed as Grade 2. These are given in the
Appendix and also shown on Map 1. The earthworks
remains
of Northall Manor, which is a Scheduled
Walgrave is designated a Restricted Infill Village
Ancient
Monument, lie to the east of the village hall.
(Saved Planning Policies HS22 and policies EM11, 12,
There
are
several other buildings of interest, including
13 and 14) under Daventry District Council’s Local
Plan. This section should be read in conjunction with The Ferns in High Street (which has a gable date stone
of 1586), Thatch End in Gold Street (17th century),
these policies.
The Cottage and The Wilderness in Gold Street - both
semi-detached cottages (17th century), The Dial
There are currently 354 dwellings in the parish, dating House in Holcot Road (18th century), Ivy House in
from probably the sixteenth century to the present day. Baker’s Lane (18th century), Applegarth on the
Kettering Road (17th century) and New Lodge Farm These are summarised in The Buildings of Walgrave
outside the main village (19th century). All these
Parish - a survey prepared for the Walgrave Village
examples involve rural styles of architecture, whilst
Design Statement, Spring 2008. This document is
available for reference from Walgrave Parish Council. defining the characteristic ebb and flow of space.
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Most of the older stone buildings are grouped around
the church, into Gold Street and along Holcot Road,
). These
Bakers Lane and Rectory Lane (
are all two or three storeys high with steep pitched
roofs, assumed to have been thatched originally.
Whilst maintaining an open feeling, many of these
older properties are built fronting directly on to the
highway or are set back behind substantial and
visually important stone walls. There are also several
predominantly red brick buildings, associated with
the shoe industry and constructed during the latter
part of the 19th century. Buildings dating from the
1920s onwards tend to be set back with an open front
garden, although with the obvious exception of
Amber Drive, which has little positive sense of
enclosure, nearly all have brick or stone low wall
frontages. More recent buildings from the mid 20th
century have increasingly become similar to each
other in size, style and shape (Jubilee Drive, Amber
Drive, Townsend Road, Springfield Road, parts of Old
Road and Rectory Lane), even where an attempt has
been made to use traditional materials such as in The
Paddocks or Church View (late 1990s). The majority
of dwellings in the parish are detached (159),
although the number of terraced (90) and semi
detached (108) properties indicates a broad mix of
types, with little imbalance showing within the
village.

The side of the original rectory (1687) facing the
church has example of galleting, whilst fine examples
of ashlar, coursed lias and random rubble brought to
courses, exist throughout the village, although the
source of the stone varies.
The use of blue and off-white brick detail on the
façades of many of the red brick Victorian buildings
can be seen, for example in the New Lodge group of
farm buildings and Holly House in Bakers Lane. More
modern buildings, whilst occasionally employing
sympathetic materials, generally have no established
vernacular detailing.

The village relates strongly to the countryside. The
views of the village from the outside clearly show a
settlement at ease with its position within the
landscape. It is therefore important that any future
construction does not detract from this natural
setting, particularly where the existing village merges
into the countryside.
From within the village, the countryside is revealed
by views through open spaces and by views out,
between buildings. Important examples, out to the
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south of the village, are to be seen down Bakers Lane
towards Atterbury’s field, across Upper Green towards
Hannington Lane and at the Holcot Road bends. This
important visual link is supported by Rights of Way
out into the countryside and is enhanced by glimpses,
revealed gradually from the centre of the village, by
both the winding streets and undulating ground.

Silver Street

The older part of the village has buildings or
substantial stone boundary walls abutting the
pavement or road (Refer to Map 1). Some buildings do
not follow the street frontage and are set at right
angles or form courtyard enclosures. Only along some
of the ribbon development, such as in parts of Old
Road and Kettering Road, or in the newer
developments of Townsend and Springfield Roads and
Jubilee Drive, is the street line rigorously followed,
with the accompanying loss of spatial interest and
movement. Church View and Walkers Acre follow
this principle of enclosure. Open plan development
such as Amber Drive should be discouraged.

- Street scene
The sense of enclosure forms one of the important
characteristics of Walgrave. Any new building or
extension, including garages and converted
outbuildings, must relate both to its setting and to
the street scene. It must be clearly demonstrated
that it has not been considered in isolation.

Walgrave, Northamptonshire
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Gold Street

- Scale and density

A characteristic of older village buildings, although
they are often built at a higher density, is the
variation in spaces around and between them. Where
new detached “executive” homes have a defined space
allocated to them, they exist in visual isolation from
the fabric of the village. The importance of the space
and flow around buildings and how they relate one to
another, both in scale and density, is paramount.

The majority of the buildings are two storeys (84%). It
was only in the last century that numerous bungalows
were constructed. This style was further developed
with dormer windows within the roofs of single
storey dwellings. Both these building types are alien
to the original village construction, although now, by
reason of numbers, contribute to the existing village

All new building should acknowledge the existing
moderate density within the village. Consideration
must be given to the spatial relationship within
the curtilage of the new building, and of the new
development to adjoining and nearby buildings,
including the local cumulative effect.

character. There was a planning tendency from the
1970s onwards to allow the less intrusive single story
building or hybrid just to avoid difficult aesthetic
judgements. The result is that the village now has an
adequate and substantial stock (10%) of single storey
dwellings.
Similarly, roof pitches were lowered, both for the
reasons above and possibly for reasons of economy.

Slate roofs, looking over Paddock Close
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- Height and Roofscape
The presumption is that new buildings will not be
single storey. The height of extensions must relate
to the need, but also to the existing building and
site as defined above. Roof pitches should be 35º or
steeper, with careful consideration given to the

alternative finishes have been employed, creating an
overall uncoordinated appearance. It is important that
any new development should employ materials that
relate both to adjoining properties and to the village as
a whole. In extensions, second-hand bricks to match
the existing should be employed wherever possible
and appropriate.

street roofscape. Roof coverings, although

- Materials

necessarily relating to adjacent buildings, should
be slate wherever possible.

The choice of building material must relate to
neighbouring buildings and boundary walls.

The majority of existing roof pitches (75%), including
all the older buildings, are steep (over 35°) and
contribute greatly to the character of the village.
Original thatch gave way to slate - only one thatched
building now remains - and whilst the majority of the
older buildings retain their slated roofs, a great
variety of colours and materials for roof coverings
appeared, detracting from the village character.

Extensions to existing stone buildings or walls,
where they front the street or are used as other
boundaries, should be in stone, sourced to match.
All stone work should be dry stone construction or
pointed in lime mortar.
When building or extending in brick, the choice of
brick, bond, mortar colour and pointing strongly
affects the visual appearance of the masonry and
must be considered. Sample brick panels for
approval, illustrating the proposed brick, bonding,
mortar and joint must be constructed prior to
commencement of works.

Repetitive design has unnecessarily blighted many
villages through the last few decades. Local
authority housing schemes such as found at
Springfield Road, Townsend Road and Jubilee Drive
are examples, together with the later privately built
development at Amber Drive, although this has
some superficial variation.

Sundial at Lanesend, High Street

A significant percentage of dwellings, together with
the church, are constructed in stone, whilst the
prominence of stonework within the village,
particularly within the older core, is reinforced by
the extensive, and in many places high, stone wall
boundaries. There is throughout the village a strong
connection with the underlying ironstone geology.
Later, related to the advent of the local shoe
industry, hard red Victorian brick became
prominent in parts of the village, forming an
important contribution to the village character.
Subsequently however, a variety of brick colours or
Village Design Statement

Village Primary School and Jubilee Drive
- Repetitive Design
Repetitive design of individual buildings must be
avoided. Each building should be considered an
entity whilst still relating to its surroundings and
street scene. The repeat of mass detailing in the
finished development is not acceptable.

Walgrave, Northamptonshire
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Early housing in villages usually employed simple
detailing and local skills. The mix of existing stone
buildings in the village exhibit fine coursed lias, ashlar
and rubble brought to courses. The advent of the
increase in Victorian development, which was brought
about by wealth from the developing industries also

encouraged some intricate brick detailing, such as can
be found at New Lodge and Holly House. Some of
these later buildings have kept the original windows
and doors whilst the older buildings have examples
from all ages.

Modern electronic communications and climate
considerations are changing work patterns. The shoe
industry of Victorian times saw the construction of
workers’ cottages with small work rooms on each site,
and a modern equivalent should be encouraged. All
new or adapted business within the parish must be a
good neighbour.
- Home Working
Encouragement will be given to small home-based
offices, separate from the main dwelling where this is
feasible, either in new build, extensions or conversions,

Walgrave House -The Old Rectory

where this does not increase the need for parking
availability or an increase in noise or other pollution.

- Detailing
Local materials and local and vernacular detailing
should be employed in construction. Care must be
taken when deciding on the windows and doors
(whether as replacement or in an extension) in
respect of material and historical style in older
buildings, with sympathetic restoration being the
preferred option. In order to present a coherent whole
within the village, historical and vernacular detailing
must be considered in all new build, extensions or
alterations, whilst avoiding any form of pastiche.
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The off-road management of vehicles in relation to
the street scene and to individual properties must be
considered. The provision of garages for vehicles does
not reflect current lifestyles, as very rarely nowadays
are vehicles parked in garages, which are generally
treated as external stores. Vehicles are normally
parked on hard standing where this is available, or
where no such option exists, are parked on the street.
This occurs in several parts of the village.
Walgrave, Northamptonshire

Panoramic view from Red Hill

- Off Road Vehicle
Management

required to support them. Whilst it may be
impractical in the short term to do away with the
current system all new development should employ
underground services.

Parking for vehicles must be provided within the
curtilage of the site of any new dwelling and weight
given to its impact on the design of the building
and the streetscape, ensuring that vehicles do not
dominate the street scene. This provision should be
additional to any garaging.

Kerbside collections under modern waste
management systems require several bins and boxes to
be stored at each dwelling. Daventry District Council
should be contacted for current advice. Provision
must be made between collections to accommodate
these at the property.
- Waste Bin and Recycling
Container Storage
Secure provision, screened from the street,
should be made for the kerbside collection bins.

- Underground Services
All on site services to new buildings and extensions
must be underground (See also Highways Guideline H6).

Carefully chosen stonework, brickwork and
pointing, whilst contributing to a cohesive whole,
exhibits a visual energy which is generally lacking in
the 22% of buildings in the parish which employ
substantial amounts of render in their façade. This
effect of the render is often exacerbated by painting
it an inappropriate colour.
- Colour of render
Consideration should be given to enliven areas of
render with the use of finishes creating a colour
sympathetic to the surroundings.

The plethora of overhead cables for telephone and
electricity services has a negative visual impact on the
village both in themselves and the many poles

Village Design Statement
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Newland Road - tranquil view out of the village, compared to the busy Jubilee Drive (below)

Highways and Rights of Way, Street Furniture and Utilities

There are four main roads connecting Walgrave to
the neighbouring villages of Old, Hannington and
Holcot, and to the A43 in the direction of Kettering.
These are typical country roads, relatively narrow
and with some sharp bends. They inevitably form a
prominent feature in and around the village and are
as important to the attractive character of the village
as to its vital transport links.
This balance is, however, fragile and nearby
development, notably the new village of Mawsley
and the construction of the A14 trunk road, has
greatly increased traffic through Walgrave. The
problem is particularly acute on Kettering Road,
which serves as an alternative route to parts of
Northampton, including Moulton Park Industrial
Estate and College, avoiding hold-ups on the A43.
The single track Newland Road that effectively links
Walgrave with Mawsley is similarly affected. This
country lane is extensively used by cyclists, horse
riders, dog-walkers and other pedestrians. The
pressure for substantial further development in the
area between Northampton and Kettering will have
a major adverse impact on road safety and the
character of the village, unless adequate provision is
made for access by routes that avoid Walgrave.
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Parking on Jubilee Drive

The very limited availability of suitable parking near
the school leads to problems for local residents as well
as for the school bus and any through traffic on
Kettering Road. Jubilee Drive, in particular, is subject
to the additional congestion of the “school run”, and is
restricted to such a degree that emergency vehicles
would be unable to pass through at times. As
additional parking close to the school is impractical,
any future development likely to increase the school
roll should ensure the provision of safe and
convenient means of access by public transport,
bicycle or foot. (see also Building Guideline B9)

Walgrave, Northamptonshire

Future development should not result in increased
traffic through the village.
• All future development should provide adequate
access by major roads and discourage the use of
unsuitable routes via country roads and villages.
• Any additional traffic control measures should be
sympathetic to the village character.

Away from the main thoroughfares, there are
numerous sections of highway that do not have
footways; in other areas, some exist but not to a
modern standard. These not only give character to the
village but can actually contribute to road safety, with
vehicle and pedestrian movements generally respected
as of equal priority. Other pedestrian-only footways
within the village provide useful short-cuts between
roads, and provide safe access to houses and to the
recreation areas. The only footway/cycle way beyond
the village confines runs to the adjacent village of Old.
Recent renovation work on roads and pavements,
with unrelenting black tarmac, and stone kerb edgings
being replaced with concrete, has been detrimental to
the village character. However, other villages nearby
have been treated more sympathetically, with
textured surfaces and granite kerb edgings.

Old Road - view towards Old

There are no cycle paths or designated cycle lanes
within the parish boundary and few cycle ways exist
within safe and easy reach of the village. Their poor
standard of construction and the lack of maintenance
(notably the link to Kettering along the A43) make
them unnecessarily hazardous in parts and
discourage use.

Road and footway surfaces and kerbs should be in
keeping with the rural character
• Appropriate materials, such as textured surfaces
and granite kerb edgings, should be used in road
and footpath construction and maintenance.

Church Lane

Walgrave is fortunate to be surrounded by several
Rights of Way, including footpaths and bridleways,
which are generally well maintained and clearly
signed (Refer to Map 2 - Parish Boundary, rights of
way and water features). These afford excellent views
of the village and surrounding countryside, as well as
providing a valuable recreational facility. As
illustrated on Map 3, most of this network lies to the
south of the village, although some land owners have
encouraged access to other areas by permitting the
use of farm tracks and hedgerow buffer strips.

Safer pedestrian and cycle ways are needed
• Safer routes for pedestrians and cyclists within the
village and main catchment area for the school
should be provided, reducing the need for so many
vehicles.
• Priority should be given to the provision and standard
of construction and maintenance of cycle ways.
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Two footpaths to the west of the village were
truncated in the 1950s when Pitsford Reservoir was
established, preventing access both to Holcot Village
and the newly created nature reserve surrounding the
reservoir, other than via the main road. This issue is
currently under discussion, but future routing of
footpaths and bridleways should seek to enhance
access to the countryside, one of the more attractive
aspects of village life.

Surface water drainage needs to be improved and
maintained
• Any new development should be preceded by
careful appraisal of the storm water drainage
system, with due allowance made for the potential
effects of climate change.

The mixture of highway characteristics within
Walgrave has developed as the village has expanded.
In some cases, whilst recognising the overall
intention of pedestrian and vehicle highway
standards, the aesthetic outcome has not particularly
worked.
An example is the signage located throughout the
village. There is a mixture of older type wooden
markers, together with more recent printed sheet
metal ones that lack any character whatsoever.
Excessive signage can be a problem and so careful
placing of signs, particularly if they are to be lit, is
important.

Flash flooding on Silver Street

Surface water is drained from the highways by means of
ditches adjacent to the roads outside the built-up areas.
Some of these run directly into the two main brooks
running through the village and others into the
network of storm water drains within the village
Bench and litter bin, the crossroads
confines. These, in turn, discharge into the same two
brooks.
Benches and other seating in the village open spaces
are both popular and practical and should be
Problems have occurred in periods of heavy rainfall.
incorporated in any new development. The
Silver Street was prone to serious flooding before work
construction materials should be appropriate; wood is
to protect the adjoining properties was carried out in
the mid 1980s. This work included installing culverts of preferred, or wrought or cast iron where wood is
impractical. Litter bins should also reflect the rural
greater capacity adjacent to Hannington Lane.
environment and avoid the use of urban style
Nevertheless, some flash flooding took place in the
plastics; the colour should be such as to blend in with
summer of 2007 (see photo above).
the surroundings.
Blocking of the surface water drains is also a regular
problem at the end of Newland Road, as is lying water
on the section of road by the Village Hall. This is a
relatively high part of the village; the problems
accumulate lower down the system. Climate change
may well result in heavier rainfall in the future and it is
imperative to ensure the drainage system is able to cope.
Development that increases the amount of impermeable
surfaces can result in an increase in surface water runoff, which in turn can lead to increased flood risk, both
on site and elsewhere within the catchment.
20
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Street furniture should be appropriate to its
function and location
• Road markings and signage should be minimised
as far as possible, consistent with road safety.
The design and materials of direction signs and
other street furniture should be sympathetic to
the rural environment.

Walgrave, Northamptonshire

Mixed examples of road signs

The village has a fairly typical utility infrastructure,
although there are limitations on its capacity. Within
the village, there is a mixture of underground and
overhead systems, the latter scheme also providing
street lighting. Where underground connections are
available, street lighting columns are stand-alone and
generally to modern standards, but are of urban-style
metal or concrete which are out of keeping with the
village character. Furthermore, they carry
predominantly sodium luminaires, adding to the
unpleasant and pervasive “sodium glow” which affects
a large proportion of the night sky around Walgrave.

High speed telecommunications should be provided
• New and replacement cabling and hardware for
telecommunications should be such as to enable
high-speed data transfer, to facilitate home
working and encourage the establishment of
small businesses within the village, thereby
reducing the need to commute and lessening the
impact on the environment. (see also Buildings
Guideline B8)

Street lighting should be appropriate for the rural
environment
Utilities cabling should be underground
• Cables for electric power and telecommunications

• Street lighting should avoid the use of urban-style
luminaires and lamp standards. White lighting

should be routed underground, both for new

should be used, rather than sodium and lighting

development and where replacement is required,

should be minimal consistent with safety and

to avoid adverse visual impact. (see also Buildings

acceptable efficiency. Upward light projection

Guideline B11)

should be avoided.
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Industry and Agriculture
Agriculture has experienced a huge change in the last
20 years within the UK and the same can be seen
within the parish. External factors, such as changing
policies with their move away from farming output
and more towards agri-environmental schemes, public
perception and economic conditions have meant that
livestock enterprises have been abandoned.
Only arable operations remain due to their better
profit margin, though the method of production has
changed too. Government and EU policy require a
sustainable balance between arable production and

22
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the protection of biodiversity within the countryside.
This has brought about many changes that can be
seen within the parish, such as six metre field margins
around many of the arable fields to protect hedges
and watercourses, a staggered hedge trimming cycle
and set-aside.
The other key diversification among the remaining
two farms has been an involvement in the equine
industry, satisfying the increasing demand for leisure
activities within the countryside. This has been
evident both in the provision of stables and grazing

Walgrave, Northamptonshire

Sympathetic modern development at White Lodge

and in the production of hay for horses, rather than
the more abundant agricultural livestock of the past.
The trend away from traditional farming practices
towards leisure provision looks set to continue.
Several farm buildings, along with redundant
farmyards within the village, have been converted
into housing (Cross Farm The Stackyard and Manor
Farm) along with a larger mix of residential and
work units outside the village at White Lodge and
soon at New Lodge.

A redundant farm building should only be declared as
such if it has a history as a genuinely used farm
building over an established period and its structure is
substantial enough to warrant redevelopment.

• Replacement of agricultural buildings declared
redundant because of lack of suitability should be
at the same site.
• Any change of use should be sympathetic in size
and scale so as not to detract from the rural setting.
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Parish Boundary, rights of way and water features
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This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of the Ordnance Survey
on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, Crown Copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. Daventry
District Council licence number 100023735 2008.
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Significant views and open spaces
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Wrought iron bench, Lower Green
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Church of St Peter. Late 13th, 14th and 17th century.

11/226 grade I

White Lodge Farmhouse. Early 18th century.

11/215 grade II

Baptist Chapel. Datestone 1786.

11/216 grade II

The Old School and Old School House. Now houses. Datestone 1828.

11/217 grade II

Walgrave Hall Farmhouse. Mid 17th century.

11/218 grade II

Gatepier. Walgrave Hall Farmhouse. Late 17th century.

11/219 grade II

Gatepier. Walgrave Hall Farmhouse. Late 17th century.

1/220 grade II

Gatepier. Walgrave Hall Farmhouse. 18th century.

11/221 grade II

Gatepier. Walgrave Hall Farmhouse. 18th century.

11/222 grade II

Barn. Walgrave Hall Farmhouse. Probably house now barn. Late 17th century.

11/223 grade II

Wall. Walgrave Hall Farmhouse. Probably 18th century.

11/224 grade II

Walgrave House. Rectory, now house. Reputedly c 1687.

11/225 grade II

Churchyard Cross. Church of St Peter. Probably 14th century.

11/227 grade II

Cross Farmhouse, now house. Probably mid 17th century.

11/228 grade II

The Hollies. Holcot Road. House early 19th century.

11/229 grade II

The Old House. Holcot Road. Probably mid 17th century

11/230 grade II

North Hall. House. Mid 18th century.

11/231 grade II
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Consultation with the community
Walgrave Parish Council resolved to
canvass villagers over the preparation of a Village
Design Statement.
A survey of all households
determined strong support for a VDS.
The results of the survey were sent
to all households with an invitation to attend a
village meeting to be addressed by the Parish Council
and Daventry District Council.

Comprehensive information on progress and ideas
together with questionnaires were displayed at the
Annual Parish Meeting in both May 2008 and May
2009.
Descriptive Folders
were left in the Church, Village Hall and Royal Oak
public house, inviting feedback.
The completed first draft was given to a
Focus group for comment.

Village Meeting. VDS steering group
was formed with 18 villagers and including 2 Parish
Councillors.

Amended first draft sent to Daventry
District Council.

Regular open monthly
meetings were set up to progress the VDS. Reports of
these meetings were given to the Parish Council and
appeared in the Parish Council minutes which were
reported on the village web site www.walgravevillage.co.uk. Progress and information with requests
for villagers’ views were contained in each edition of
the Walgrave Village Newsletter, delivered to each
household three times a year.

Council.

Revised draft sent to Daventry District

Village Design Statement

Draft submitted to Daventry District
Council for approval as the basis for formal public
consultation.
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