Farthingstone Village

FARTHINGSTONE VILLAGE
DESIGN STATEMENT
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1 INTRODUCTION
The Village Design Statement (V.D.S) has been prepared during 2002 and 2003 by a
design team made up of a cross section of the community. Villagers have supported
the process of producing the Statement as they are interested in ensuring any future
development in the village is of good design and complements the existing buildings
and layout of the village.
In order to ensure that everyone who wanted to be involved could make their input,
workshops, a questionnaire, and consultation days have been held to ensure that the
views of this document represent those of the village. All meetings have been well
attended and nearly 50% of residents completed and returned the questionnaire.
The V.D.S. was initiated by Farthingstone Parish Council and has been supported
during its creation by Daventry District Council and Northamptonshire Action with
Communities in Rural England (A.C.R.E.). Funding has been provided by grants from
Farthingstone Parish Council, Awards for All and Daventry Area Committee of
Northamptonshire County Council.
Our aim in producing a V.D.S. is to ensure that when future planning decisions are
being made, the local distinctiveness and character of the village are taken into
account in the decision process.
The recommendations in this Statement will be taken into account when planning
decisions are being made.
The information in the Statement will be useful to developers, planners, architects,
householders, farmers and local businesses.
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VILLAGE CONTEXT

Farthingstone is in Daventry District and lies in the south west of Northamptonshire,
7 miles from Daventry and Towcester. It is easily accessible to the A5, M1 and M40.
It is mentioned in the Domesday book as Fordinestone and its oldest building is the
Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin which was built in the late 13th Century of local
Northamptonshire sand and ironstone. It is a Grade 2* listed building.
In 1801 the population of the village was 230 but by 1871 it was 339. Today the
population stands at around 180.This reduction is due partly to the fact that small
terraced cottages, which in years past housed large families, have been converted
into single dwellings often with fewer than four residents in each. Also, over the
years many small cottages have been pulled down and not replaced.(see photo over)
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Cedar Tree House
Cedar Tree House was originally 4 cottages – Features: window design the same as
Kings Arms Public House, brick mullion windows, stone with slate roof and a picket
gate.
There is a very definite centre to the village around The King’s Arms Public House,
St. Mary’s Church and Joy Mead Gardens, and Farthingstone is still a predominantly
agricultural village.
In the early 1900’s the Agnew family moved to the village. Mr Agnew was High
Sheriff of Northamptonshire and he made a huge impact on the village by building
The Little Court Estate and Joy Mead Gardens.

Joy Mead Lawns and Summerhouse

Joy Mead Cloisters

Joy Mead Gardens, situated in the centre of the village is unique. It was given to the
village for recreational use and as lasting memory of Mr and Mrs Agnew’s daughter,
Joy. Building began in 1921 and was finished the following year.
It consists of an area of lawn, a stone built cloister with a Collyweston slate roof, a
sundial and a shelter which was built in 1922 ni memory of Joy, only daughter to
Philip and Georgette Agnew. The cloister was built in 1930 to commemorate those
who died in the 1st World War and also the Agnew’s son, Ewan, who died of an
illness at the same time.
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Along the Maidford Road Mr. Agnew
had his stables, which are situated
behind a long, high stone wall. To the
right of the entrance to Littlecourt
Yard there is a wooden seat set into
the wall, above a well. The inscription
reads “ stranger what e’er thy land or
creed or race. Rest awhile there’s
virtue in the place”

Wall with inset seat
Amenities in the village are the Village Hall that underwent a major refurbishment
in1999, the Public House, village shop with Post Office, and once a week there is a
doctor’s surgery, which is housed in an end cottage. Various traders, e.g.
fishmonger, butcher, baker, visit the village each week. The village school closed in
1959 and the children then went to Weedon and later to Blakesley. Since writing the
shop and Post Office have closed but every effort is being made to re-open them.
All these amenities are fairly well supported by villagers and they are encouraged to
use them, otherwise they will cease to exist.

3 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
The village lies on top of a ridge some 170 metres above sea level. This position
means the layout of the village is a linear one, giving almost every house in the
village views over undulating open countryside. All, but a small area in the south of
Farthingstone Parish, lies within a Special Landscape Area.
The four roads into Farthingstone all have spectacular views across agricultural land
and all the fields are bounded by hedges. The village lies across the headwaters of
two small east flowing streams, which meet on the eastern boundary and flow into
the River Nene.
The views to the north include many areas of broadleaved woodland including
Mantles Heath (Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and County
Wildlife Site) with fine examples of Quercus, Fraxinus, Rubus and Acers and
Everdon Stubbs(SSSI andCounty Wildlife Site) Everdon Stubbs is managed by
the Woodland Trust. Both are important recreational areas for the Parish. They are
rich in flora and fauna and attract many visitors, particularly in the spring when the
woods are carpeted with bluebells. The woods are also used by Northamptonshire
County Council for natural history field trips for school children.
To the west is Knightley Wood, another County Wildlife site. On a clear dayin an
easterly direction, Northampton and beyond, can be seen.
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Also to the North is Castle Dykes a Scheduled Ancient Monument (No. 13637 ) noted
for signs of a motte and bailey castle and Castle Dykes Camp Monument
(No.21627/01) with hillfort and bowl barrow.
To the south there is hilly farmland as far as the eye can see.
Guidelines
The views to and from Farthingstone, as identified on the map, must be protected.
Any diseased trees should be replaced with native trees, such as oak, ash and sweet
chestnut, and seed should be sourced locally.
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ECONOMY

Farming is still the main industry of the village. It is predominantly arable but with a
large number of sheep and a few cattle. The largest commercial business is
Woodlands Golf Club, which employs some local people. Other businesses in the
village include a Crop Protection Company, landscape contractors, livery stables and
riding school, drainage contractor and a grain store. It is important to the vitality of
the village that these businesses should be allowed to continue. This prevents the
village from becoming a totally residential area and also keeps activity in the village
during the daytime when it is otherwise very quiet i.e. people are at work and
children at school. However it should be noted that from the results of our survey
most villagers do not want to see any more businesses, as they feel the narrow lanes
cannot accommodate more traffic.
Guidelines
Any new businesses should be sympathetically designed and converted buildings
should be in keeping with the existing style. They should also be well screened and
not produce unsuitable noise or pollution.

5 BUILDINGS AND AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS
Farthingstone is currently designated as a Restricted Infill Village in the Daventry
District Local Plan (Adopted June 1997) (Policy HS22)
There is a mixture of sizes, styles and types of building, including large detached
houses, semi-detached and terraced cottages, Manor House, agricultural, industrial,
stables and church buildings. An important section outside the norm would include
the buildings in the Joy Mead Garden. Most buildings through the village display a
rich warmth of materials, predominantly Northamptonshire sand and ironstone, or
red brick with blue detailing, and some decorative render.
The buildings are generally one or two storey and some are listed buildings. (see
map). The exceptions are Manor Farm and the recently constructed houses at Little
Court. These are three storeys, incorporating dormer roof windows, which are also
evident in some two storey properties.
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Church of St Mary
Local stone, mixture of styles,
Built in 1876

The Kings Arms
lead windows, picket side gate, gargoyles,
decorated chimneys, concrete roof tiles,
brick pavement

Pansion Row Cottages
Flint and pottery set into stone walls with some brick decoration

The Village Hall
Originally the school. Gothic style.
Built in 1876.

The Baptist Chapel
Built 1846 in red brick in a simple
style.
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Examples of new properties, in keeping with the village, can be seen in Maidford
Road and the junction of Litchborough Road/Weedon Road.

New Properties at Litchborough Road/Weedon Road
In general properties are bounded by stone walling. These are either free standing
stone walls (as below left photo) or stone walled buildings on boundary edges (as
below right photo). This is an important feature of the village, however there are a
few wooden fences and hedges of native species. Where a wooden fence is to be
used it should be of good design and durable. Hedges should be of native species
and regularly maintained.

Examples of Stone
walls in Farthingstone
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Guidelines
Alterations and redevelopments to existing buildings:a) use original or sympathetic materials, components and styling to match as
closely as possible those on the existing building
b) be designed to reflect and respect nearby colours, textures, materials, shapes
and styles.
c) reflect the original building’s characteristics in proportions of windows to walls
and in the design of the roof.
d) conservatories should be designed and located with particular care
e) satellite dishes should be sympathetically positioned preferably to the rear of
the building
New Buildings should:a) generally be single or two storey
b) face onto the road.
c) be designed to reflect and respect nearby colours, textures, materials, shapes,
styles and proportions.
d) include components (such as doors, windows, the height, pitch and ridges of
roofs), which have regard to those already present in the vicinity.
e) include a good variety of house sizes.
Agricultural Buildings
These occur frequently within the village and are usually barns for many uses. They
are predominately built of local stone with some red brick and are part of a group of
other buildings. There are very few large “shed” type buildings.
Guidelines
Developers seeking to undertake development in association with agriculture or
stables and riding schools should refer to Development Plan policies and
Supplementary Planning Guidance “Design and Location of Agricultural Buildings”.
Important Buildings
The buildings referred to in this section are ones that do not have Listed Building
status, but are nevertheless considered important by the village in design terms.
Little Court Yard is a unique stable yard with a mounting block built in stone and
brick with a Collyweston stone slab roof. It has verandas with glazed roofs supported
on oak pillars.
The Little House in the grounds of Little Court House and part of the Little Court
Estate has a Collyweston roof with an interesting shape. It is in the same style as
Little Court Yard.
The Village Hall of stone with decorative blue brick. It still has the original school
bell.
Manor Farm House is built in local Northamptonshire ironstone with well preserved
stone lintels. It has distinctive blue brick chimneys, all examples of William Hurley
who was a well known local traditional builder in the 19th Century.
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