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Introduction
What is a Village Design Statement?
The Village Design Statement describes Flore as it is today and highlights the
qualities valued by its residents. The Statement has been written by Flore
residents so that local knowledge, views and ideas may contribute to the
growth and prosperity of the village and to the high quality of its environment.
The aim is to ensure that further development and change, based on a
considered understanding of the village, past and present, will contribute
positively to the future of Flore and protect and enhance its special nature.
Who is it for?
Change is brought about not only by large developments but also by the
smaller day-to-day adjustments to homes and gardens, open spaces, paths
and hedges, which alter the look and feel of the whole village. The Statement
is therefore addressed to:
•
•
•
•

Statutory bodies and public authorities
Planners, developers, builders, architects, designers, engineers
Local community groups
Householders and businesses

How does the Design Statement Work?
The VDS’ guidelines will be taken into account when planning applications are
assessed. In this way it will support the Local Plan/ Local Development
Framework as it affects Flore, and assist the work of the Parish Council. The
VDS also contains Village Preferences which highlight issues that were raised
during the preparation of this document, which fall outside of the VDS remit.
These are included to highlight for information the desires of the village, but
carry no planning weight.

A consultation Draft Design Statement was placed before Planning Committee on 26/9/07
and Strategy Group on 11/10/07. It was accompanied by a separate Sustainability
Appraisal (Consultation Draft). Consultation took place on these documents for 6 weeks
until 14/12/07. These documents returned to Planning Committee on 2/4/08 and Strategy
Group on 17/4/08.
The consultation was in accordance with the Council’s Statement of Community
Involvement. This design statement was adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document
by Daventry District Council at Full Council on 15/5/08 and supports policies in the Daventry
District Local Plan 1997and the emerging Local Development Framework.
The Sustainability Appraisal was approved as a separate document.
A copy of the report of Consultation is available on the District Council’s website or from
Daventry District Council on 01327 302559.
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The Village Context
Flore is an attractive and interesting village, much valued by its residents. It is
built on a south facing hillside sloping down to the River Nene which forms the
southern boundary of the parish. It is in a rural setting surrounded by arable
fields and pasture land, lying 7 miles west of Northampton, 5 miles east of
Daventry and 9 miles north of Towcester. It is bisected by the A45, and due
to the proximity of junction 16 of the M1 (1! miles to the east) and the A5 (3/4
mile to the west) there is a constant flow of traffic through the village. The
Grand Union Canal is situated ! mile south of Flore and the village is
traversed by the Macmillan Way and The Nene Way footpaths. The nearest
train stations are Northampton and Long Buckby. Good access by road and
rail has made Flore popular with commuters.
The origin of the name Flore is the subject of much debate, and has included
a Roman pavement, a Saxon threshing floor and even a Roman goddess or
British maiden. The spelling has varied through the ages – flor, Flora, Flower,
Floore, and since 1945 standardised as Flore.
The environment of the village is rich in history; the area has had settlements
since pre-Neolithic times. Mesolithic, Neolithic, and Iron Age artefacts have
been found. Numerous Roman villas have been investigated in Flore and
adjacent parishes. Earthworks between Flore House, the Church and the Mill
indicate that the early village was in that area, but there is no documentary
evidence of this before the Domesday Book. During the 16th and 17thC Flore
became prosperous from the sale of wool. The population has fluctuated over
the centuries: according to estimates based on the Domesday Book the
village had a population of 195 in 1086. The 2001 census revealed that it has
grown to over 1150.
The present pattern of lanes probably dates from Saxon times. The earliest
houses were of timber, wattle and daub, and thatch. There are a few houses
built in this fashion still in the village, the best preserved of which is Adams
Cottage, 8-10 King’s Lane. No.8 was the first Quaker Meeting House in the
county. It was converted from a barn in 1678. All Saints Church dates from
the 13thC. Flore House, the largest and most prestigious dwelling, was
constructed in the seventeenth century. A non-conformist church was begun
in the 17thC on the site in Chapel Lane which is now occupied by the United
Reformed Church, the present building dating from 1880.
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The Old School House and Reading Room (now the Scout Hall) in King’s
Lane recall the origins of formal education in the village. The first building on
the primary school site dates from 1852. The stocks and lock-up stood on The
Green until it was enclosed in 1834 and they were demolished. The village
well and pound were on Ram Bank which remains as an open space, as does
the Town Yard further down Sutton Street.
Some twenty substantial stone and thatch houses (1895 see map 1) were
built between 1690 and 1720 for the more prosperous yeoman farmers. Each
of these houses had up to three acres of land. These home closes remained
as orchards until living memory, but most have now been developed. The
farmhouses are now residences, although Meadow Farm in Bliss Lane is still
a working farm.
In the early nineteenth century many of the cob houses in and around Sutton
Street and The Green were replaced by brick and slate dwellings. Many of
these terraces have been cleared leaving important, large open spaces and
gardens behind the roadside cottages. There was no development of the
north side of the main road – except for three houses – until after the
enclosures of 1779 when several farms were built in the newly enclosed
fields. The development of Hillside Road and Brockhall Road took place after
1918 and now about a third of the village dwellings are north of the main road.
There are 46 Grade II listed buildings in the village, approximately 10% of all
dwellings.
Flore was almost wholly dependent on farming until the 19thC when the
barracks and Ordnance Depot were opened at Weedon, bringing a new
source of employment and benefiting the craft industries of the village –
blacksmith, wheelwright, baker and whip maker – as well as the shops and
pubs; there were originally seven beer houses. Drovers used only The Royal
Oak, which had a field for stock. The Mill, one of two mentioned in the
Domesday Book, was rebuilt in 1780, but ceased milling a century later.
The community supports various youth groups, social groups and leisure
activities. The Millennium Hall, the playing field and its pavilion, the school,
Chapel Schoolroom and the Scout Hall are all used by local organisations.
Proceeds from the annual Flower Festival go to the upkeep of the church and
chapel. The village has, sadly, recently lost its Health Centre which is now
being used as a children’s nursery. The veterinary practice has also gone.
We are, however, fortunate to retain our village shop/post office, garage/petrol
station and two public houses.
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Guidelines
•

•

The existing “character” of Flore is a substantial common asset. Those
who wish to invest in Flore through development, on any scale, should
understand its character and seek to contribute to the preservation and
enhancement of that character. Developers are required to submit a
Design Statement to accompany their planning application. This shall
highlight how they have reflected Flore’s character and taken on board
the VDS’ Guidelines within their proposal.
It is important that the village community facilities are maintained and
increased.

Village Preferences
•

•

As Flore is currently a “Restricted Infill Village” (Local Plan, Adopted
1997), the village feels that if there is to be any more development, it
should not be back garden infill in the older and higher density areas of
the village.
Certain areas of the village should be designated as Conservation
Areas. (Map 3, centre page)

The High Street
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Map 1
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Economy
In the past economic activities were linked to the village’s location within an
agricultural area. There is very little economic activity today that revolves around
agriculture although there are still two working farms, one of which includes an
equine livery business. There is a post office and general store along with a garage
and filling station/shop, game merchant, an active plant nursery incorporating tea
room and a farm shop, hair dresser, builders and electricians and a recently
opened private nursery for children. The former stables of Flore House now
accommodate a furniture factory, an antiques warehouse and a supplier of floor
coverings. Outside the village, in converted farm buildings, are small specialist
furniture manufacturers and a nationally acclaimed stonemason’s yard. Most of
these are long established businesses. There remain two public houses and on
the eastern edge of the village is a modern 4 star hotel, which regularly hosts a
wide range of visitors from a large area. Given its geographically central location in
England, the hotel is also a popular venue for national training courses and
meetings.
Additionally, with the growth of the internet there are a number of home based
businesses operating from private residences keeping economic activity alive in the
village.
The village is just 3 miles from the nationally known karting centre at Whilton Mill
and 10 miles from Silverstone international motor racing circuit. These both provide
employment and trade for the businesses in Flore. However, most residents
commute to work at the local centres of Northampton, Daventry and Towcester or
further afield to Milton Keynes, Rugby, Coventry and Leicester and even
Birmingham and London, which is made easy by Flore’s proximity to the M1
motorway.
Guidelines
•

Current levels of activity in the economy should be maintained.

•

Current industrial or ‘brown field’ land should be kept in use for light
industrial and similar commercial or retail activity in sympathy with village
life.

•

Permit sympathetic development in extending or modifying dwellings to
allow residents the scope to continue their home based businesses in the
village, so long as these take account of the interests of neighbours,
particularly with respect to noise, traffic, parking, light and contaminants.

•

Retain and reuse existing vacant commercial and agricultural premises to
bring more economic activity to the village.

•

Restrict the location of retail and commercial premises with longer opening
hours and lighting needs to the High Street, where most activity of this type
currently exists.

•

Flore is not suitable for large or medium scale industrial development.
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Buildings in Flore
Flore has a mix of buildings of different ages, the earliest datestone is 1612 but
parts of buildings could be older. The majority of buildings are 20th Century. The
village also benefits from significant areas of public and private open space which
are visually important, including private gardens and paddocks, as well as greens,
banks, verges, the playing field, Town Yard and others in the public domain. All
contribute to the form and character of the village, and should be retained and
managed. Their disposition in relation to the buildings is of major significance to
the character of the settlement. An important element of character is the nature of
the topography of the land on which the village has been built; changes in level can
restrict or increase vistas and impact on the scale of relationships between spaces
and buildings.
Building Types (References below in brackets refer to photographs)
The great variety of building types in Flore, located in about nine identifiable
character areas, are largely related to streets or lanes.
For centuries most of the buildings in Flore were built of cob on stone foundations
and were thatched. A few examples of cob walls remain, (Views K) including
remnants of thatched or tile capped garden walls, most having been rendered to
make them more durable. The church (Buildings 1) and the larger houses built
between 1600 and the mid 18th century were built with Marlstone, a local
calcareous sandstone; some Northampton Sand (an ironstone) and Blisworth
limestone were also used. Between 1780 and 1930 characteristic warm red bricks
fired from the local clay were used. (Buildings 2)The straw thatch on some of the
older buildings has been replaced by black painted corrugated steel, clay or
concrete plain tiles, or slates. Stone houses which were formerly thatched can
often be identified by their gable parapets. (Buildings 3)
In recent years a great variety of materials has been employed, including many
different bricks, artificial stone and Cotswold limestone. This importation of
materials has started to destroy the homogeneity of the original village and the use
of local materials would be welcome as these would retain the vernacular.
Hipped roofs are not characteristic, either for the main roof or dormers, the notable
exceptions being the Old Manor, 35 The Avenue (c1708) and the much more
recent The Garden House (1999). Pitches are generally steep (45º - 65º) with
thatch or plain tile finishes, or 30-35 º with slate finish, introduced after the advent
of canal and rail transport and usually post 1840. (Buildings 4)
The architectural style of the older buildings is generally uncomplicated and robust,
with simple detailing and a high proportion of solid (wall) to void (windows). (Areas 2
High Street) Gables have parapets on many of the stone houses which have stone
heads and cills to openings. (Buildings 5) Brick houses usually have flush or almost
flush verges and clipped eaves, occasionally with dentil coursing which is
sometimes dog toothed. (Buildings 6)
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The juxtaposition of the two basic roof types provides a varied and interesting
roofscape when combined with the wide range of building heights; the
apparent diversity manages, however, to impart an overall harmony of
appearance. (Buildings 4)
Whilst some of the larger stone buildings stand in their own grounds, many of
the other older buildings are terraced or abut others, creating an attractive
streetscape, particularly enhanced by the warm honey colour of local stone.
In order to enhance the character of the village, new developments should
recognise the styles of the areas in which they are located and take account
of the scale. Whilst they should not be expected to mimic existing buildings,
they should certainly be sympathetic to them. (Buildings 7) These buildings are
representative of distinct phases of development, and each needs to be
considered in relation to the whole, and with recognition of the distinctive local
vernacular which has given Flore its character.
There are a number of buildings which fulfil other roles. In some cases there
are conversions of buildings which have had different uses in the past, in
others they have been purpose built. These include church and chapel,
school, (Areas 9 The Avenue) scout hall, and the Millennium Hall.
The extent of some recent developments has meant that many views from
both within and into the village have been lost. As a consequence the
remaining open spaces have increased their value in retaining the village
character, but are vulnerable to infill development. The importance of open
spaces and their relationship to the enclosing buildings should be recognised.
(Areas 3 Collins Hill)

Height, Scale and Density of the Buildings
The variety of scale, size and density in the context of a community located on
the sloping side of a valley, provides much of the charm of the village.
However, modern buildings, which are often much greater in scale and may
be adjoined by identical or similar buildings with imported details, can destroy
the quality that is achieved by the earlier variety, where no two buildings are
the same but have a limited range of materials and simple detail that provide
the necessary harmony. This harmony needs to be taken into account when
new buildings are being contemplated. Vertical relationships are as important
as horizontal relationships and providing issues of scale, privacy and
overlooking are considered, changes in levels can be used to effect. (Areas 5
The Green)

Importance of Detail
The great variety of style and proportion of windows and doors is one of the
endearing characteristics of the older properties and there is sometimes
considerable variety in a single building. There are many double hung vertical
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sash windows of appropriately varied proportions whilst most smaller houses
have side hung opening casements with wood or metal frames. (Front cover)
There are fine examples of stone mullions and the occasional round or oval
window; dormer windows in thatches are sometimes tiny; woodwork in the
older houses is invariably white-painted and this harmonises well with the
vernacular materials. (Buildings 8)
There is considerable variety in the detail of chimneys on the older buildings
and in the design of dormers and all may provide inspiration for new building.
(Buildings 4)

Arches of various types are represented in significant numbers throughout the
older parts of the village and are used to form openings for doors, windows or
carriageways (now often car ports or garages). (Front cover)
Distinctive areas within the village (Map and Area photographs)
1.

Hillside Road: located at the western end of the village, this area is separate

from the main part of the village and built largely in the first half of the 20thC, with
some more recent additions. There is a mixture of detached houses and bungalows
built on individual plots in suburban styles, with two former farms north of the water
tower now converted to private residences and some older but much altered
dwellings facing the A45 to the west. The dwellings in the area benefit from large
gardens backing onto open countryside and often have good views but are rather
isolated and the area lacks the coherent character of other areas.

2.

The High Street: despite the weight of traffic and highway works to widen

and re-align the A45 and a plethora of road signs and other engineering features, the
street retains a strong identity throughout its length. It has many attractive, varied and
imposing buildings, set off by the wide verges and mature trees and by glimpsed
views to the south throughout, which open up at the eastern and western ends. It
boasts eleven listed buildings, many of them of substantial size; but there are also
many more modest dwellings, often now incongruously close to such a major
highway. The importance of gardens and open space to the rear of these properties
as sanctuaries from a very public, noisy and dirty environment on the other side
cannot be overemphasised. It is unfortunate that much of the more recent
development has turned its back on the road, which is, in consequence, lined with
close boarded fence rather than the entrance façade or gables of buildings. This
layout, which turns its back on the street, should be avoided in any future plans.

3.

Brockhall Road Area: much of this area is good quality inter-war and post
war housing built by the local authority, originally for rent. Council-built developments
of this nature were hugely important in providing rural families with decent homes at
an affordable rent, with gardens which were deliberately large enough to allow
residents to grow their own food. The earliest dwellings are on Brockhall Road
(1920s) and in the Crescent (1930s). Collins Hill, built in the 1950s, is a fine example
which retains its identifiable character. The open space in the middle, with its grass
and trees, provides an area where children can meet and play safely under the
watchful eyes of their parents. Although the butcher’s shop, which was originally part
of the development, has been converted to residential use, and most of the houses
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