Annual Review 2008/09
incorporating the Summary of Accounts

Welcome to Daventry District Council’s 2008/09 Annual Review.
We have produced this supplement to show you how the Council
performed against the priorities it set between April 2008 and
April 2009. It also includes the Summary of Accounts which give
you details about our income for 2008/09 and how we spent the
money on delivering services.
The Council’s Vision to Build a Better District focuses on three
supporting objectives – to Improve our Business Economy,
Protect and Enhance our Environment and support Healthy, Safe
and Strong Communities and Individuals. The following pages
chart some of the highlights of our work towards these
objectives in 2008/09, from improving recycling rates and street
cleanliness to increasing healthier living and enhancing the
heart of Daventry.
We have worked with a range of partners on initiatives aimed at
making Daventry District an enjoyable place to live, work and
play. Many thanks also to all residents district-wide who have
helped us achieve so much in 2008/09.
Councillor Chris Millar
Leader, Daventry District Council

This document is available on request in large
print, on audiotape or in Braille.
Daventry District Council, Lodge Road, Daventry NN11 4FP
email:

comments@daventrydc.gov.uk

Web:

www.daventrydc.gov.uk

Tel:

+44 (0)1327 871100

Fax:

+44 (0)1327 300011

Minicom:
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DX:

21965 (DX)
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Improve Our Business Economy
- Our highlights
Abbey Retail Park
opens for business
The first phase of our vision to
enhance Daventry town centre
came to fruition in April with the
opening of Abbey Retail Park,
providing a new base in the town
for high street stores including
Halfords, Pets at Home, Homebase,
Paul Simon Curtains and Blinds and
CarpetRight. The development also
resulted in a modern new
workingmen’s club for the town and
200 additional car parking spaces.

A future iCon for our
district
Throughout 2008/09 we have
worked closely with our partners
and provided land to deliver the
pioneering iCon building, which is
being built on land off Eastern Way.
Construction on the building has now
started and the flagship facility will
provide state-of-the-art research
facilities and 60 incubation units for
business start-ups, along with a
community venue for local residents.

Supporting companies
and community
organisations
We showed our commitment to
helping local businesses improve
their resource efficiency while
improving their green credentials
with the launch of the Environmental
Business Charter, to which nearly 80
business have now signed up.

Helping to nurture
new skills

The Council helped to implement the
Business Improvement District in
Daventry town centre, with one of
the first initiatives a deep clean of
town centre streets.

Our priority for more skilled
employment for residents was
boosted this year when we worked
with partners to secure Construction
Skills Academy for Construction
Status for the Daventry town centre
redevelopment.

We also helped local community
organisations improve their facilities
– by designing and accommodating a
new eco scout base for the 2nd
Daventry Scouts in Daventry Country
Park and designing a new band hall
for Daventry Brass.
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Grand designs for new
attractions
With the completion of the Abbey
Retail Park, other projects to
enhance the heart of Daventry also
moved forward in 2008/09.
Preliminary investigative works began
north of High Street (Site 1 of the
Daventry Masterplan) for a new
library and 75,000sq ft of new shops
Development consultants were
appointed for the WaterSpace project
and a public consultation was also
carried out into the proposals. As part
of our proposals for a new canal arm
into the town, we also secured
funding to commission a study into
the feasibility of an innovative
boatlift, which could encourage
tourism, investment and growth into
our district.
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What’s in store for 2009/10?
• Construction work will be in full
swing on the iCon building, off
Eastern Way, Daventry. Positioned
on a key gateway site into the
town, it will contain incubation
units (small offices), a hall for up
to 300 people, a public piazza
and a cafe/restaurant. It is
expected to be operational by the
end of 2010.
• Work is also due to start on the
new Band Hall, situated on

Daneholme Close, Daventry. The
Council has designed the
purpose-built new premises for
Daventry Brass.
• Building work is expected to
begin on state-of-the-art new
offices and manufacturing units
at Prospect Way, Daventry. The
£4.2m scheme, which has already
secured planning permission, will
offer sustainable new premises
for local employers.

• Jobs and wages were among your
priorities in the 2009 Place Survey
and we will also continue to work
with our regional partners to
achieve targets for employment
and training in the district. This
will include 40 apprentices and
health & safety training for nearly
60 people as part of the
Construction Skills Academy for
Construction Status for the
Daventry town centre
redevelopment.

You gave us your views on the
town centre
In 2008/09 we conducted our second
annual survey of shoppers to find
out what people think of Daventry
town centre. The findings showed:
• The number of residents surveyed
who use the town market has
increased to 97%, from 92% in
2007/08.
• Over three quarters surveyed
believe the town market makes a
positive contribution to the town
centre.
• 98% of people surveyed said they
used the farmers market and just
under three quarters said it was a
positive contribution to the town.
• Satisfaction with the clarity of the
parking signs, convenience of
parking and security of car parks
have all increased since 07/08.

01327 871100
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Protect and Enhance the Environment
- Our highlights
You’ve helped us to
boost recycling
rates…
Our recycling rates just keep on
rising, thanks to the efforts of
residents district-wide. In 2008/09
we recycled just under half of all
household waste we collected and
we remain among the top 30 local
authorities in the country for
recycling and within the top 10 for
composting.
Textiles recycling also received a major
boost, with 192 tonnes of clothing
collected from households in 2008/09.
The bi-monthly initiative raised nearly
£10,000 for the Warwickshire and
The year in figures – waste and
recycling
In 2008/09:
• The amount of household waste
we collected, per head of the
district’s population, was 436
kilograms – that’s 15kg less
waste, per head, than the
previous year.
• The estimated outturn cost of
waste collection, per household,
was £82.64, a reduction on last
year’s estimated outturn costs.
• We recycled 18.7% of the
household waste we collected –
that’s 6470 tonnes.
• We composted 31% of the
household waste collected –
that’s 10,704 tonnes.
Source: DDC’s Best Value Performance
Indicators 2008/09
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Northamptonshire Air Ambulance.
This year’s Place Survey showed 82%
satisfaction rates with doorstep
recycling in Daventry District and 79%
with bin collections.

… and reduce your
own household waste
We collected less waste from
households in 2008/09 and the cost
of household waste collections also
dropped.
People district-wide took part in
awareness campaigns aimed at
reducing and reusing their waste.
Initiatives ranged from regular Real
Nappy sessions for new parents to the
Yellow Pages recycling challenge – with
a record number of schools taking part.
We also launched an initiative with
local organisation Goods Again to help
reuse white goods such as washing
machines for low income families.

A greener district…
Greener living was at the heart of our
agenda in 2008/09 as we put in place
a series of initiatives to reduce our
own carbon footprint – such as bike
to work days and office recycling
schemes – as well as those of homes
and businesses district-wide.
People were encouraged to do their
bit to help the planet during World
Environment Day, Earth Hour and
Healthier You, Healthier Planet Day.
We committed to an Environment
Charter for Housing and worked with

The year in figures – cleaner
streets and spaces
In 2008/09:
• The percentage of land and
highways in the district with
unacceptable levels of graffiti
dropped from 3% in 2007/08 to
1% in 2008/09.
• The percentage of land with an
unacceptable level of fly-posting
dropped from 1% in 2007/08 to
0% in 2008/09.
• 92% of abandoned vehicles were
removed within 24 hours,
compared to 85% in 2007/08
• 98% of reports of abandoned
vehicles were investigated within
24 hours, compared to 92% in
2007/08.
Source: DDC’s Best Value Performance
Indicators 2008/09

our partners to ensure key new
developments, such as the iCon, are
built to the best environmental
standards. This included the new 2nd
Daventry Scouts Headquarters, a low
carbon building with a living sedum
roof.
In 2008/9 we appointed an Energy
Efficiency Projects Officer and a
£500,000 grant was secured to operate
a countywide project aimed at tackling
fuel poverty through the use of
renewable energy. During that year we
attracted additional grant funding of
£298,000, and carried out 344 cavity
wall insulations and 762 loft
insulations. We also gave Warm Front
grants to 175 low income households.

www.daventrydc.gov.uk
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…A cleaner district
Graffiti, fast food litter and
supermarket trolleys are just some
of the areas where we made good
progress in 2008/09.
In January 2009 the Council was
chosen to take part in Keep Britain
Tidy’s high-profile Dirty Pig campaign
to target fast food litter. A postcampaign audit showed that this type
of litter had dropped by 60% around
Daventry Town.
Graffiti and flyposting levels in the
district also dropped and we worked
with local partners to engage young
people in street art projects.
We made new arrangements with
supermarkets for daily trolley
collections. The number of
abandoned trolleys dropped from 132
in July 2008 to just 2 in November.

We worked with residents and traders
in Brixworth to end the use of plastic
bags in the village and supported a
similar scheme in Woodford Halse.
Environmental enforcement action
was also stepped up, with 10 fixed
penalty notices for fly-tipping to date
plus new litter patrols in place.

Protecting our
countryside and
open spaces
Our 2008 Lifestyle Survey showed us
that protecting green spaces was
among your top priorities.
In 2008/09 we developed village and
town design statements that identify
the character of villages, including
local design and materials and
important local views. They are used
in decision making by the Council
and help to inform developers as to

how to design proposals.
We also created nature trails around
the new Middlemore housing estate
in Daventry.
We sought the views of residents and
supported parishes, many in remote
rural areas, to help retain phoneboxes
that were at risk of removal.
Daventry Country Park celebrated its
30th anniversary year with
improvements to its facilities, including
a new-look café area. We also
designated Conservation Area Status to
areas of the park around Daventry
Reservoir following public consultation.
These measures, coupled with the
hard work of the Council’s Public
Space Team, contributed to the park
achieving its ninth Green Flag Award
for excellence.

What’s in store for 2009/10?
• We will continue to deliver grants
to householders district-wide for
energy efficiency measures in
homes to cut carbon emissions
while tackling fuel poverty.
• Following on from the success of
the plastic bag-free Brixworth and
Woodford, we will work with
other villages on similar
initiatives and also explore a
project for Daventry town centre.
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• We will continue to show our
commitment to the Nottingham
Declaration of Climate Change
with new initiatives while also
completing an Adapting to
Climate Change Action Plan with
our partners at
Northamptonshire County
Council.
• We will carry out a pilot scheme
for the recycling of small
electrical goods and work with

organisations, such as Daventry
Contact and Goods Again, to
increase the reuse of household
goods and furniture.
• We will continue to review our
street cleansing schedules and
methodology to reduce litter and
detritus levels and build upon the
success of the fast food litter
campaign with a new drive to
stub out smoking-related litter.
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Healthy, Safe and Strong Communities
and Individuals - Our highlights
Improving access to
services
In 2008/09 new measures were
introduced to make it easier for
residents to get the services and
information they need from the
Council and its partners, at their
convenience.
We worked with partners such as the
fire service and county council to
establish a shared Communities Desk
at the Council’s One Stop Shop in
Daventry, where people can seek
The year in figures – healthier
living
In 2008/09:
• Young people took part in
120,127 sport or physical activity
sessions at a Council facility or
Council-run project.
• 28% of adults in the district took
part in regular sport or physical
activity. This is well above the
national average (21%) and new
government data indicates this
figure is set to rise further, with
the district achieving the highest
rate in the country.*
• Children across 43 villages took
part in more than 11,000 mobile
play sessions through the
Daventry District Play Rangers
programme.
• More than 300 elderly people
took part in tea dances at
Daventry Leisure Centre

information on issues from fire safety
to health advice.
Our rural information services were
expanded with the opening of a fourth
centre at Moulton. We also staged a series
of successful open days at the information
centres to showcase the services available
to residents. Our website was further
developed to facilitate new self-service
features. We also installed a new
telephone system that significantly
reduced our dropped call rate.

Encouraging healthier
living
A host of activities were staged in
2008/09 to encourage people of all
ages to take regular exercise.
Activities included health walks,
back to sport sessions such as Rusty
Rackets, Get Walking Week, Sports
Relief, School Sports Week, and a
family Get Active Day.
We agreed to take part in the government’s
initiative to provide free swimming for
the under 16s and over 60s.
Holiday sports and activity

programmes for youngsters continued
to prove popular and our Play Rangers
also brought 200 mobile play sessions
to the doorsteps of rural communities.
We also worked with health partners
on Body 4 Life and the Mend
Programme aimed at helping children
lead healthier, more active lifestyles.
We raised the flag for the London
2012 Olympics during a special
ceremony and supported budding
local Olympians-to-be through the
Passport to Excellence Scheme. We
also flew the flag for local
achievements with the annual
Daventry District Sports Awards.
These efforts were reflected in the 2009
Place Survey, which found that threequarters (75%) of Daventry District
respondents felt their overall health
and well-being is good or very good.

More affordable
housing
In 2008/09 we supported schemes for
more than 60 affordable homes. We

* Source: Department for Culture Media
and Sport
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also staged affordable housing
training for parish councils, focusing
on ways to deliver housing schemes
and how to identify sites plus
potential challenges that might arise.

a priority, was cited as less of an issue.
Highlights of 2008/09 included the
successful merger of Daventry District
and South Northamptonshire’s crime
and disorder reduction partnerships.

Repair service and DDC’s Medical
Officer helped 960 elderly or
disabled householders who needed
repairs or improvements to their
homes.

In October we launched our
Homematch scheme to encourage
owners of empty properties to bring
them back into use, with the
appointment of an Empty Homes
Officer to offer advice and
information to landlords.

DDC worked with the police to introduce
a six-month dispersal order to combat
anti-social behaviour in Daventry town
centre. Other joint ventures included
introducing unbreakable polycarbonate
glasses in pubs, the rollout of the antiburglary Smartwater kits to homes in
Daventry and signs district-wide warning
about the consequences of anti-social
behaviour. The 2009 Place Survey shows
perceptions about the level of anti-social
behaviour have significantly improved.

The Council also increased benefits
take-up while reducing the time
taken to process claims.

A safer district
Reducing anti-social behaviour, youth
offending and burglaries and
creating safer streets were among the
high priorities in our 2008 Lifestyle
Survey and in the last financial year
the Council worked with a range of
partners on tackling these issues.
These efforts were reflected in this year’s
Place Survey where crime, although still

Supporting vulnerable
people and
communities
Throughout 2008/09 Daventry and
South Northamptonshire Care and

We also achieved our temporary
accommodation target for
homelessness a year early, with only
15 households in temporary
accommodation.
Residents living on the Southbrook
Estate in Daventry are given real
opportunities to voice their ideas
and concerns about the area where
they live at new, regular drop-in
sessions. We also improved external
funding opportunities for
community groups, by signposting
them to new sources and helping
them to secure grants.

What’s in store for 2009/10?
• Our focus will be on improving
the customer experience and we
will continue to make it easier for
people to access the services that
we provide, offering more selfservice features on our website
and integrating more services
into our One Stop Shop and rural
information centres.
• We will encourage more people
to take regular exercise through
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ongoing activity schemes, such as
the free swimming at Daventry
Leisure Centre and a new street
football project. We will also seek
external funding to improve
leisure facilities.
• We will demonstrate our ongoing
commitment to improving the
quality of life for older people in
the district, with the completion
of an Older People’s Strategy and

supporting Daventry Over Fifities
Forum to stage meetings among
rural communities.
• We will look at ways of joining up
community safety services with
South Northamptonshire Council
to tackle crime and disorder
issues more effectively.
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Summary of Accounts 2008/09 – our r
What is revenue spending?
This is the money that we spend on the day-to-day running of our services including, for example, employee, premises and
supplies and services costs.

How did we spend this money in 2008/09?
The table below shows the net expenditure for 2008/09 compared to the previous year and what amount of this was met
from local and national tax income (e.g. Council Tax, Business Rates and Revenue Support Grant from Central Government).
These figures include the amount collected and spent by the Council on behalf of parishes but excludes parish precepts.
2007/08
£'000
1,061

2008/09
£'000
984

Cultural & Related Services

1,277

1,340

Environmental Services

5,379

4,825

Planning and Development Services

8,971

11,347

810

826

Housing Services

9,373

892

Corporate and Democratic Core (e.g. external audit fees and strategic management costs)

1,551

798

(92)

16

28,330

21,028

(17,843)

(8,610)

(2,027)

(1,911)

96

16

812

357

9,368

10,880

What We Spent - running our services (revenue)
Central Services to the public (e.g. Electoral Registration, Land Charges, Financial Services
regarding Council Tax, Business Rates and Benefits)

Highways, Roads and Transport

Miscellaneous central costs
Net Cost of Services
Less Internal charge for use of Council Assets
Less Income from Investments
Add Capital Expenditure financed from Revenue
Add Money taken (from)/to Reserves for future use
Cost of Local Services met by Local and National Taxes

Where was the money from?
After allowing for income such as factory rents and investments, fees and charges from services we provide, a total of
£10.880m was spent on running services in 2008/09. This net cost is financed using income from local and national taxes.
Income of £9.743m was received in 2008/09 and the charts below shows where this money came from:
How we paid for
Services 2007/08 £’000
3,585
4,791

1,481
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n Local Taxes Council Tax
n National Taxes Government Grant
n Business Rates

How we paid for
Services 2008/09 £’000
3,784
5,089

870

n Local Taxes Council Tax
n National Taxes Government Grant
n Business Rates
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evenue spending
How much of my council tax bill went to Daventry District Council?
We received a total of £3.277m from Council Tax - that's £114.31 per household* (8.7% of your total Council Tax bill) and
£414,000 or £14.46 per household (1.1%) for special expenses. The remainder went to parish councils (3.8%),
Northamptonshire County Council (72.8%) and the Police Authority (13.6%).
*based on DDC’s proportion of the Council Tax bill from an average Band D Property

In 2008/09 we collected 98.7% of Council Tax and 99.5% of Business Rates.

Did we have any money left over?
The table below shows the net cost of our services resulted in a deficit of £1.137m in 2008/09. After taking that deficit into
account we had £2.984m in general revenue reserves at the year-end, which included the transfer of the remaining
balances from the Housing Revenue Account of £1.600m and reclassification of ear marked reserves to general reserves of
£2.521m.
The Council will be addressing the underlying budget deficit, and the affordability and sustainability of future services, as
part of the 2010/11 budget preperation process.
2007/08
£'000

2008/09
£'000

9,368

10,880

(9,857)

(9,743)

(489)

1,137

Transfer of Earmarked reserves to General Reserves

0

(2,521)

Transfer of HRA Balances following Stock Transfer

0

(1,600)

(489)

(2,984)

2007/08
£m

2008/09
£m

(0.1)

0.3

Cash in during the year

107.8

102.5

Cash out during the year

(107.4)

(102.7)

0.3

0.1

Income & Expenditure Account
Cost of Services
Income from Local and National Taxes
Net cost of service to the public

(Surplus)/Deficit for the Year
Last year we handled significant amounts of cash as shown below
Cash Flow
Cash in Bank 1 April

Cash in Bank 31 March

01327 871100
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Summary of Accounts 2008/09 – our c
What is capital spending?
This is money that we invest in our land, property and operational assets, for its purchase and improvement. It is
accounted for separately from the day-to-day revenue expenditure.

How did we spend this money in 2008/09?
The table below shows the net expenditure for 2008/09 compared to the previous year
2007/08
£'000

2008/09
£'000

Improvement to council dwellings

1,463

0

Improvement to private dwellings

392

928

Environmental improvements

180

562

Leisure

784

124

Offices

105

67

2,106

2,376

478

475

2,094

0

132

36

7,734

4,568

2007/08
£'000

2008/09
£'000

Major Repairs Reserve

1,148

0

Use of Capital Receipts

5,536

3,500

954

1,052

96

16

7,734

4,568

What we spent - investing in our property, land and equipment (capital)

Economic Development & Regeneration
Information Technology
Council Housing Stock Transfer – Government levy
Other
Total Capital Expenditure

Where did the money come from?
Where did the money come from?

Use of External Contributions and Government Grants
Contributions from Reserves
Total Funding for Capital Expenditure
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apital spending
What are we worth?
At the end of each year we draw up a balance sheet, which represents:• How much our property and land is worth (i.e. the value of our assets);
• How much cash and money we have invested;
• What money is due to be paid to the council;
• What money is due to be paid out by the council.
2007/08
£m

2008/09
£m

Value of Land and Property

73.3

63.2

Cash Investments and Cash at Bank

41.4

39.3

Money Owed to Daventry District Council

5.1

4.0

Money Owed by Daventry District Council

(4.6)

(6.3)

(20.5)

(18.4)

Other Long Term Liabilities

(7.9)

(5.9)

Total Assets less Liabilities

86.8

75.9

Total Net Worth

Pension Liability

Information on Icelandic Investments
The Council had £8m invested in Icelandic banks at the time of their collapse in October 2008. The Council has written off
£0.532m, relating to interest only, and has made provision for a further potential write off of £1.762m. The recovery of the
remaining balance from the appointed administrators and receivers is ongoing. This legal recovery process is likely to
continue until at least 2013/14.

Resources Statement
As Daventry’s statutory Chief Finance Officer, I can confirm that this year’s statement of accounts has been prepared in line
with the Local Authority Accounting Code of Practice. The figures in this summary of accounts have been compiled from
the full statement of accounts, which is currently being audited by our appointed auditor, the Audit Commission and is
therefore subject to change.
A full audited statement of accounts will be available as soon as the audit is complete on the Daventry website at:-

www.daventrydc.gov.uk/accounts
Paul Hammond C.P.F.A.
Executive Director
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We would like to hear your views
What did you think about this guide on how we received and spent our income? We’d like to hear
your views to improve the way we communicate this information in future years. Please fill in the
questions below and return using the freepost address provided. You can also fill the form in online at
www.daventrydc.gov.uk

Q1 Do you think that the format and design of this supplement was:
Very Good

Good

Average

Bad

Very Bad

If bad, please provide comments

Q2 Do you feel that the information was clear and concise?
Yes

No

If no, please provide details

Q3 Do you feel that the information provided, explained the Council’s financial position?
Yes

No

If no, please provide details

Q4 Do you think that there was too much, or too little information in the Summary of Accounts?
Too Much

Just Enough

Not Enough

Q5 Is there any further information that you would like to see?
Yes

No

If yes, please provide details

Are there any further comments that you would like to make?

Please return to: Summary of Accounts Feedback, Accountancy Service, Daventry District Council, FREEPOST
MID17452, DAVENTRY NN11 5BR.
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