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The Vision for the Future of Norton Parish
Our aim is to promote a settled and diverse community of people who have a high quality of life, and a
long-term stake in the area. To achieve this we wish to encourage the following design principles.
•

Preserve the best from the past.

• To pro-actively and constructively manage any development in the Parish
• Future development must be of high quality design covering housing, street furniture and
landscaping etc
• Housing development on a scale and style that fits in to the existing settlement pattern and of a
style that is in harmony with the existing mix of styles and materials.
• Manage, protect and enhance the landscape, both at the micro level, such as trees, hedgerows
(indigenous varieties) and walls, and at the macro level, such as buildings in open countryside.
• Development that maintains the visual relationship of the village to its landscape context, as
well as the amenity value of the limited green open spaces within the village.
• A mixed range of dwellings to engender a sense of a mixed community from all social
economic groups.
• The provision of at least one safe green community area allowing children to play and
community based recreational activities to take place.
• Well designed and sympathetic traffic calming measures to reduce both the volume and speed
of traffic passing through the village.
• "Good neighbour" business opportunities within the Parish to reduce the need for people to
commute to work. These include well designed business premises associated with farm
diversification and with tourism linked to the Grand Union Canal.
• Employment opportunities within small-scale commercial units and craft workshops within
redundant farm buildings.
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1. Introduction
What is a Village Design Statement?
The Village Design Statement describes the
village and parish of Norton as it is today, and
highlights the qualities valued by its residents.
The Statement has been written by residents of
Norton parish so that local knowledge, views
and ideas may contribute to the growth and
prosperity of the village and its surrounding
parish, and to the high quality of its
environment. The aim is to ensure that future
developments and change, based on a considered
understanding of the village's past and present,
will contribute positively to the future of Norton
and protect and enhance its special nature,
maintaining the integrity of the Village and
Parish.

This document describes
the vision of the residents of
Norton Parish.
Pictures and graphics to
describe the ideas and concepts
of what we arc trying to
achieve.

Who is it for?
This Statement is for:
• planners, developers and builders
• designers, architects and engineers
• statutory bodies, public authorities and
utilities
• householders and local businesses.
Everyone contributes to the process of change.
So the design statement is not only for those who
undertake large development schemes, but also
for everyone making small changes in their own
homes or gardens. All of these actions will alter
the look and feel of Norton.
How does it Work?
The Statement's recommendations will be used
when assessing planning applications for the
village and parish and used as a Supplementary
Planning Document by Daventry District
Council.
The V.D.S also contains Village Preferences,
which highlight issues that were raised during
the preparation of this document, which fall
outside the V.D.S remit.
These are included to highlight for information
the desires of the village, but carry no planning
weight.

The consultation for this document, was in
accordance with the Councils Statement of
Community Involvement.
This Design Statement was adopted as a
Supplementary
Planning
Document
by
Daventry District Council at full council on
15/05/08 and supports policies in the Daventry
District Local Plan 1997 and the emerging
Local Development Framework.
The Sustainability Appraisal was approved as a
seperate document.
A copy of the report of Consultation is available
on the Daventry District Council website or
from DDC on 01327-302559
A number of minor changes have been made to
the consultation draft document as a result of
the comments made during the consultation
period. A report setting out the comments made
and the changes made can be viewed on the
Council's website
www.daventrydc.gov.uk.

2. Context
Norton Village
The parish of Norton is part of Daventry District,
with the village of Norton lying a little over 2
miles east-northeast from Daventry Town
centre. The parish comprises 3,110 acres
extending from Borough Hill in the west to the
Watling Street in the east, extending beyond the
Watling Street to Whilton village.
The approach into the village from Daventry
reveals an attractive view of the village from
the east side of Borough Hill. Central to this
uninterrupted view is the pattern of differing
materials, rooflines and chimneys, with the
Church tower standing against the skyline.
Leaving the village towards Northampton and
looking down to Conegrie, is a gentle dip and
rise with a stream and mature trees following
the contour of the land and stretching eastwards
to the A5. The current `set-aside' on agricultural
land and bridleways to the west of the village
bounded by Daventry Road and Conegrie are
used as an amenity by villagers particularly for
walking dogs. Much of this boundary consists
of mature hedges and trees, which provides an
attractive transition from the built-up area to the
farmland and an area of wildlife habitat.
The character of Norton is supported and
epitomised by its use of natural building
materials, especially in the village centre. The
layout of the village dates mainly from the
1860s and has changed little since then. Small
developments have been created off the
Daventry/Northampton road, but do not, in the
main, detract from the older heart of the village.
The attraction of the village itself lies in its
rural surrounds. Norton anticipates that there
may be future pressures on the village, as a
result of a Northamptonshire County Council
Structure Plan 1996 - 2016 (March 2001)
requirement for the Strategic Development Area
at Daventry (Policy SDA1), and the District
Council's own desire to concentrate future
growth primarily in Daventry.
New buildings have been built with care to
integrate with the older properties, some of
which date back to the sixteenth century.
Within the village itself the views are a mixture

of stone buildings intermixed with brick, gable
ends break the rooflines giving a varied picture.
The mediaeval All Saint's Church is the only
remaining place of worship; a Methodist
chapel, still standing, has not been used since
the 1960s. The Village Hall, once the village
school, is used on a regular basis for
recreational activities. The White Horse public
house, once one of the estate buildings, stands
in the centre of the village. Developments since
the 1960s include The Broadway and Weedon
Lane (60s), Home Farm Court (late 70s),
Bakers Lane (1980's), Manor Gardens (late
80s/early 90's) and Eaglesfield (90's).
Norton Parish
The Parish of Norton is situated to the eastnortheast of Daventry. The area is one of open
rolling countryside with the Northampton
uplands starting closely to the East with the
steep embankment of Whilton Hill. The
northern most tip of the Cotswolds is to the SW
at Newnham Hill. The natural valley, in which
Norton Parish lies, between these two upland
areas has resulted in canal, rail and major road
links being located within the Parish.
Two stretches of The Grand Union Canal pass
through the Parish. To the east the canal runs
approximately north/south and is sandwiched
between the Motorway and the main West
Coast rail link. At the Northern edge of the
Parish the Canal runs approximately East-West.
Landscape within the Parish has been shaped
by its agricultural past including ridge and
furrow predating enclosure. It is also heavily
influenced by four major estates with histories
dating back to the reformation and beyond. A
large area of the Parish consists of ancient
parkland, with its attendant stone wall, deer
fencing and iron railings and remaining mature
trees. Unfortunately many of the parkland trees
were lost in the late 1940s. Mixed farming is
practised within the Parish, with over 50% of
land being used for pasture. As a result, many
of the field sizes have not increased and thus
most of the ancient hedgerows remain. In
addition to these ancient hedgerows there also
remain individual specimens and groups of

Dairy Farm House on the comer of Daventry Road and
The Broadway

The Heart of the Village - showing the village hall and the
bungalow on the corner of Bakers Lane.

Footpaths to the back of the village and the Canal from the
private road to Muscott

View of village from the Nobottle Road

mature trees, and small but significant pockets
of mature woodland.
The parish's rural location, encompassing some
eight farms, attracts many visitors, who not only
frequent the public house, but also enjoy the
views and walk their dogs. This includes the
popular walk from the Village across fields to
Borough Hill. Views of the Church can be
obtained from various vantage points across the
fields and countryside.
Throughout the parish can be seen many
examples of rebuilding and preservation of
buildings such as the village church, using
traditional skills and traditional building
materials.
Infrastructure
Norton is situated approximately one mile from
the A5, which forms the eastern boundary for
much of the parish. Part of the parish extends
eastwards beyond the A5 Watling Street and
through this part of the parish runs the M1
motorway, the west-coast mainline from
London to Birmingham and the Grand Union
Canal. Access to the motorway is some six
miles distant via the A45 through Flore (J.16) or
Crick (7 miles J.18). The nearest railway station
is at Long Buckby (3 miles) on the RugbyNorthampton loop line; both Northampton
station and Rugby station on the West Coast
main line are 12 miles distant. In addition to the
Watling Street, the village has good access to
the main arterial roads, M45 and A45. A local
bus service runs throughout the week, including
Saturdays, between Daventry and Long Buckby.
Of the major utilities, electricity, telephone and
water are available to all properties within the
parish. There is no mains gas supply, although a
survey carried out in 1988 showed demand for
the service. In 1999 the East Midlands
Electricity Board (now ABB) approached the
Parish Council with a view to burying all
overhead cables. This work was finally begun in
April 2005. A significant minority of properties
within the village and parish are not connected
to main drainage system and rely on cess-pits
and septic tanks. This document wishes to raise
awareness of the existence of

cess-pits and septic tanks and potential
developers should note that connection to main
drainage is not always feasible, but it is strongly
recommended.

that small businesses under certain restrictions
would be welcome. These would have the
potential for offering local employment. Farms
have diversified within the Parish and this is to
be encouraged.

Areas of hard surface can create increased water
run-off, which may result in flood risk. To assist
in reducing this risk and manage water flow, all
parking areas shall be designed to incorporate
sustainable drainage systems. These can be
provided through a variety of design techniques,
such as pemeable paving etc.
Economy
There is little employment within the parish
excepting farms, the public houses and Heart of
the Shires shopping village on the A5.
Not surprisingly agriculture plays a dominant
role in the economy of the parish; sheep grazing
on ancient pastures, arable supporting a range of
crops and two large herds of cattle. Within the
village itself employment opportunities are home
based service enterprises, for example printing,
secretarial, small-holding, gardening, and
building.
In the 1990's The Heart of the Shires shopping
village, adjacent to the Watling Street, was
developed to a very high specification from
redundant farm buildings and barns. A small
guesthouse is also situated in the south-west
corner of the parish close to the A45. There are
two public houses, one in the village, the other
beside the Grand Union Canal and Watling Street
(A5) near to Norton Junction.
The White Horse public house, the Village Hall
and the Church are the only facilities that are left
in Norton Village, and are now the main focal
points for community activities. The New Inn at
Norton Junction on the Grand Union Canal has a
thriving trade from the Canal boat people. The
Heart of the Shires Shopping village which lies
on the A5 attracts visitors from all over the
County and beyond. Whilst there is a
Government initiative to support rural post
offices, Norton was not able to keep its sub post
office after the retirement of its last postmistress
in 1996.
The majority of working residents commute to
Daventry, Northampton, Milton Keynes and even
further afield. Many residents are now working
from home whilst being employed elsewhere in
the country. A survey carried out by the working
group on behalf of the Parish Council indicated

The Heart of the Shires Shopping Village, Watling Street Norton.

inside the Heart of the Shires shopping complex

Guidelines:
Infrastructure:
• Maintenance of septic tanks is essential
to avoid any harmful and environmental
impact.
• All Parking areas are required to be
designed to incorporate sustainable
drainage system.
Economy:
• Small local businesses are encouraged
• people to stay within the immediate area
• without the need to commute to work.
• A small shop/post office is encouraged
for the use of the community. The
village feels that ideally it could form a
part of an existing business premises eg: the White Horse Public House.
This would have an environmental
benefit of reducing a number of
journeys to Daventry for these services
and enhance the sustainability of the
Village.
• Businesses should not cause excessive
noise, smells, danger or pollution and
be good neighbours.
• New business is encouraged and
should involve good business code of
consideration to their neighbours and
local environs.
• Being in the heart of the farming
community, heavy industry is not
encouraged. Cottage industry, craft
workshops and small retail outlets
would be welcome
• Full and high speed Broadband
infrastructure is encouraged to enable
people enable people to work from
home and reduce commuting to
enhance our sustainability.

3. Historical Background
The land around the village is a mixture of
arable and pasture supporting sheep and cattle
herds. Much of the pasture is ridge and furrow.
The Grand Union Canal, a conservation area,
runs across the northern part of the parish and
then southwards through Muscott, which is a
scheduled ancient monument. The village itself
lies beyond the eastern slopes of Borough Hill.
There are 120 properties within the confines of
the village itself with another 38 scattered across
the parish. From its maximum of 600 residents
in the mid-19t century, the population fell
steadily to about 250 in the late 1950s. Since
then, the population has been increasing to its
present day level of approx 377.

The parish boasts 2 Deserted Mediaeval Villages
(DMV) of Thrupp, to the north of the village and
Muscott, to the east. The earth works of the
latter are amongst the best preserved in the
county*. Both Norton and Muscott were
mentioned in the Domesday Book. Although
they no longer exist as villages there are newer
dwellings close to the deserted sites. A 15th
century gatehouse in Muscott, is still to be
found. Bannaventa, a Roman settlement,
straddles the A5 just north of the
Norton/Whilton Crossroads and many artefacts
have been found on the site.
Captain Nicholas Breton brought part of what is
now the Parish in 1624 from Sir Seymour
Knightley leaving it to his son John. John's
great-grandson, Nicholas Breton, created the
park which now figures prominently on modern
maps.

finally sold in 1800 to Thomas Botfield, a
Shropshire iron master from Dawley. He left
the estate to his third son Beriah, whose son,
also Beriah, inherited the estate as a minor; it
was he who enlarged the park and moved the
village.
Beriah left the estate to his widow who carried
in marriage to Alfred Seymour in 1874. On her
death the estate passed to the Thynne family.
After Alexander Thynne was killed in action in
WW1, his sister Lady Beatrice occupied the
Hall. It was sold by 6th Marquess of Bath in
1947 to pay for death duties. The House had
been used during the war, and was left in state
of decaying repair. It was eventually blown up
by Royal Engineers in 1952 as an exercise in
use of explosives.
Since the 1950s there have been several
developments within the confines of the village:
the Broadway, Home Farm Court and Bakers
Lane, Manor Gardens and Eaglesfield
consuming most of the in-fill areas. The school
closed to pupils in 1955 and eventually became
the village hall, the sub-post office closed in
1996.
A large proportion of the northern part of the
parish encompassing Thrupp was, and still is,
in the hands of Christ Church College Oxford.

Date plaques found on
buildings around the village

Eliab Breton, his son, was Lord of the Manor in
1755 when the last 1072 acres of the parish were
finally enclosed by Act of Parliament. Breton
was allotted 582 acres of the total. The church
was allotted 47 acres. Until this time the church
had no glebe land, its only assets being the
church plate. The Town charity was also allotted
13 acres under its Trustees.
Eliab's son Michael Harvey ran up debts of
£22,000 and was forced to put the manor up for
sale in 1794 by his creditors. The manor was

* An Inventory of Archaeological Sites in North-west
Northamptonshire, ROHM, 1981.

4. Landscape Character
Rock and Soil
The soil is of clay or deep loam, at Thrupp
light red loam and in some parts gravely. The
parish lies on lower, middle and upper lias of
the Jurassic period and is between 300 to 500
ft above sea level, the village itself is 410 ft
whilst the valley around the Ml and Muscott
are only 200 to 300 ft above sea level.
Local building material
The Parish does not have quarries and all
materials are brought in from outside.
Agricultural
The farmland undulates across the parish and
is a mixture of both pasture and arable. All
crops were once grown, but it is now intensely
farmed with rape, beans and corn - wheat,
barley etc.

Canal
The Grand Union Canal runs east- west close
to the northern edge of the parish. After
passing under the Watling Street, the canal
turns southwards to again pass through the
parish close to Muscott on its way towards
Weedon. This stretch of the canal includes the
Grand Union Canal Walk. The Leicester arm
of the
and Union Canal heads northwards from
Norton Junction. The canal and its immediate
surrounds is a Conservation Area.

Landscape Rural Beauty
The attraction of the village itself lies in its
rural surrounds and the ever-changing views
that are experienced as one travels through the
village, however with major transport links
running north-south through the parish, there
is increasing pressure for the erection of
mobile telephone masts in this corridor.

Other specific landscape features
Trees and Woodland
There are some copses in the vicinity of the
village and on the slopes of Borough Hill,
Plantation Wood (Norton Wood) some of
which has been brought into cultivation by
farming. Important individual trees in the

landscape include the Scots Pine just on the
outskirts of the village by Conegrie and a
Monkey Puzzle Tree located at the White
Horse

Footpaths and Byways
There are two public rights of way on the edge
of the village: a footpath to Borough Hill Farm
on the eastern slopes of Borough Hill and a
bridleway to Welton. Local farmers also make
their `set aside' available for walkers. A Parish
Path Warden, appointed by the Parish Council,
identifies and reports any problems. Every
public right of way is given a unique reference
number and a concise map of all footpaths is
held at the County Council Offices for public
inspection. These routes are finger-posted.
An ancient roadway, confirmed by the
Inclosure Act 1755, I s from Norton to
Borough Hill and thence to the A45. A similar
gated road also leads to Dodford.
Guidelines
• The siting of mobile masts should
minimise and prevent intrusion into the
visual aspect. Optimum technical use of
these facilities must be ensured before
additional masts are permitted. These
should have minimal impact on the
landscape and vista's by being
disguised as trees in wooded areas. A
good example are masts on the Water
Tower in Flore parish
• Appropriately styled signs, shall be
agreed by the Parish Council
(including destination).
• Local community and developers shall
incorporate the planting of native
species of trees, including Ash, beech
and English Oak to retain the
landscape character.
• Mature trees shall be retained
wherever possible with tree roots being
protected by fencing during building
work and trench digging and
maintained
and
managed
appropriately. If this is not possible,
replacement trees of similar species
should be planted.
• Existing hedges should be retained
where possible and should be
maintained and managed appropriately

In a neighbouring parish the
Flore Water Tower and its masts
shown here as a good example of use

Mature Trees

New planting should be of local species,
such as Blackthorn, Hawthorn, Crab
Apple, Holly, Field Maple, Hazel and Ash.
The planting of fast growing Leylandii is
discouraged.

retained and managed accordingly to
retain their character. Advice on legal
requirements relating to scheduled
monuments can be obtained from English
Heritage.

• Ridge and Furrow shall be retained
wherever
possible
and
managed
accordingly. The deserted medieval
earthworks at Muscott must also be

• Wildlife habitats shall be protected and
new ones created in the form of
hedgerows, copses, ditches, ponds and
open spaces of rough grassland.

5. Settlement
The village of Norton has a mix of new and old
housing. It is important that Norton remains as a
village, separated from Daventry. In the
Daventry District Local Plan (adopted in June
1997), Norton is defined as an `Restricted Infill
village' [Policy HS22 (paras 4.87 to 4.92 apply)]
and any development should be sympathetic to
it's surroundings.

Village preferences
•

As a Restricted Infill Village , it is
recommended that Norton should not be
extended further into open countryside. By
careful management regarding infill within
the existing village confines, further housing
can be built to maintain the existing vistas
and visual aspect of the village

•

We would like to maintain a 1km [0.58 mile]
buffer zone between the Village and any new
developments. Developers should respect the
settlement pattern and retain the important
views identified on the map in the
appendices.

•

All development or extensions to existing
properties should not adversely affect
views,(reference appendix1, at back of this
document) nor the proximity to the
countryside that all parts of the village
currently enjoy. ref example (section 6.view
from millenium seat-(photo)

Tattle Bank Row, Daventry Road circa 1830s

Home Farm Court, Daventry Road - circa 1970s

6. Important Public and Private
Spaces
With the exception of the small, approximately
15 x 10 yards (14 x 9 metres) in size, Village
Green by the Village Hall, there are no open
public green spaces within or immediately
adjacent to the village. The land immediately
surrounding the village, particularly footpaths,
bridle paths and set aside, are therefore a key
recreational asset, and contribute to the quality
of life of the parish. However, at the time of
publication the Parish Council are seeking to
acquire land for rental or purchase as a
Community area.

•

Land next to the Church should be
preserved as a green space (see
map).

Village preferences

•

The Parish Council should be given the
chance to purchase the allotments
should the owner ever wish to sell.

Norton Park, whilst privately owned, enhances
the approaches to the village, with its attractive
park landscape and specimen trees. Stands of
trees and hedgerows in the farmlands are valued
both as part of the vista and in the cover
provided for wildlife. Badgers, Muntjac, Brown
Hares, Fallow Deer and Foxes are regularly
seen.
Through the Parish runs the historic Grand
Union Canal and Norton Junction. The canal is a
key leisure resource with opportunities for canal
walks, cycling and boating. The Canal is also an
environmental benefit.
Footpaths, bridleways and `set-aside' are well
used and are important for recreational use.
Maintenance is important.
The allotments, with commanding views of
Borough Hill, and which are privately owned,
are a source of recreation/therapeutic activity .
These should be retained. In addition to
providing a leisure facility, the allotments also
provide economic sustainability by enabling
food to be produced locally. Garden sizes in
Norton tend to be small with few providing
sufficient space for a flower/vegetable garden.
Magnificent views from the bungalows along
the Weedon stretch across the fields to Borough
Hill. A sight enjoyed by both the inhabitants of
these properties residents and visitors from the
Millennium Seat.

Guidelines
•

The allotments should be preserved as an
amenity.
View from the Millennium Seat by the bungalows in Weedon Lane

7. Buildings
Daventry Road
The buildings on Daventry Road are a mix of
old and new. On its northern side, all but two of
the terraced houses date back to the beginning
of the 19th century or earlier and were formerly
estate houses. The paths leading from pavement
to front door are red or purple brick, though
many have been covered up by paving slabs,
concrete etc. There is a mix of building
materials; Northamptonshire stone, Boughton
and Wroxton in many buildings, brick and
some rendered. Most have undergone some
form of internal modernisation with minimal
change to their outward appearance. Entering
the village from Daventry, one is struck by the
large stone building comprising Bramble
Cottage and Key Cottage on the right hand
(south) side of the road, formerly belonging to
the estate - built 1846. The remainder of the
semi-detached houses and bungalows on the
south side of the road are brick built dating
from the 1960s. On the North side is a stone
built barn which is now used as a builder's
office. The village pound is also here. This is
next to a stone built terrace of 4 cottages.
Adjoining these is a terrace of 13 brick built
two up/two down cottages built around 1851.
Two of these cottages have been amalgamated
into one cottage. There are outbuildings
belonging to t h e cottages to the rear and the
outlook is across fields towards Welton. At the
end of this block is a three storey brick built
house with a connecting arch to a barn which
has detailed stone work. The house is the only
three storey building in the village.
20 yards beyond Manor Gardens, leaving the
village towards the A5, stands The Lodge, a
brick built house with a concrete `stone' render,
which was once a `gate-house' to the estate and
to the stable block. The road, from the Lodge is
privately owned and leads to Norton Hall Farm
and to the old stable block now known as
`Norton Hall'. Norton Hall Farm house is red
brick built with attendant out buildings and was
built in the 1990's. A second private dwelling of
brick construction is next door. `Norton Hall' is
brick built with the same concrete `stone' render
as The Lodge. Both being built in the late 19`h
century.

Peartree Cottage

Within the Parish, just outside the village lies
Beehive Lodge, another entrance to Norton
Hall, this has been much extended in recent
years and in keeping with the original
battlemented roof design. The wrought iron
gates lead to Park House a recently constructed
farmhouse (1984) in Northampton stone near to
the site of the original Hall.
Village Centre
The centre of the village is dominated by the on
and sandstone and red brick built White Horse
public house, formerly three estate buildings,
on the north side of Daventry Road and the
stone built A s houses facing it. Originally 12
in number, these 6 cottages were built by
Norton Charity in 1853. Extending westwards
from these houses is a terrace of stone built
cottages erected and finished 1840, still known
as `Tattle Bank Row'. The Village Hall, (1844)
once the school with its schoolmaster's house
adjacent, stands at the eastern end of the
Charity cottages. Facing the village hall is a
modem (1980) stone built house with adjacent
original stone built barns c.1800, which once
formed part of the early village. To the rear of
the public house stands the oldest building in
the village, built of stone with a thatched roof,
this was once two small cottages - a third was
demolished by the owners of the Pub, Charles
Wells & Co. in the 1950's. Situated around the
village green are three properties - two
bungalows and the Old Vicarage. The Church is
also reached from this area through an iron gate.
`Norton Close' lies behind the old estate wall by
the village green, which once housed the
greenhouses and vegetable gardens for Norton
Hall, `Greystones' lies to the east of the Church,
with views across the fields to where Norton
Ha11 once stood and the Old Vicarage nestles
behind the houses in Daventry Road and is
brick built.

Manor Gardens
This small development of five executive style
stone built houses, with steep pitch tiled roofs
and mullioned windows, was erected circa
1990 and sits behind the old estate wall
overlooking what was once Norton Park. It was
built on the original site of the estate
greenhouses and is now the location of more

Beehive Lodge

White Horse Public House

54 Daventry Rd - the only
Thatched cottage in the Village

Manor Gardens

infill building slotting in behind two of the
houses to the right of the Manor Gardens.
Eaglesfield
This small development stands back on the
northern side of the main Daventry-toNorthampton road on the eastern edge of village.
Three individual brick built houses with tiled roofs
were constructed on the site of a disused coal
yard and are reached by a privately owned road.
They are shielded from Daventry Road by
conifers belonging to Eaglesfield House, a
modern brick built dwelling standing on the site
of the former public house known as the Spread
Eagle, demolished late 19th century. At the
entrance to Eaglesfield, a manhole cover hides a
stone lined well.

Eagleslield

Bakers Lane and Home Farm Court
Home Farm Court was built in the late 1970s as a
small courtyard development using artificial stone
with steep-pitch tiled roofs and dormer windows.
A row of terraced dwellings an onto the main
thoroughfare through the village, two more
terraces are built around a small green with their
open fronted garages closing the court. The
entrance to this development is from Bakers Lane,
which comprises 12 individually designed
detached houses of mixed size. A stone built
bungalow stands at the entrance to Bakers Lane.
Bakers Lane, a cul de sac, leads into the old
Manor Farm House - thought to be built in the late
18`h century with its unique walled garden and
granary.
The Broadway
The Broadway leads southwards climbing from
the centre of the village. The dwellings either side
of this road, reached in some instances by steep
paths, comprise a mixture of houses and
bungalows and were built in the 1960s using
traditional brick materials. Where the Broadway
meets Weedon Lane stands a pair of 19`h century
semi-detached stone houses with commanding
views towards Borough Hill and to Muscott.
At the junction of The Broadway and Daventry
Road stands Dairy Farm House, a stone built
house (1862) once one of the Estate Farm

Home Farm Court

Houses, and with the building stone denoting the
building by the landowner at that time.
Weedon Lane
Weedon Lane completes the triangular
development bounded by Daventry Road and the
Broadway, with a range of 1960/70's bungalows.
The bungalows are a mix of buff coloured bricks
with one being stone faced. Most of these have
been extended and altered in appearance from
their original intent of being for the elderly.
Weedon Lane continues southwards beyond its
junction with the Broadway to skirt round the
southern perimeter of Norton Park. On its western
side, close to the village, are farm buildings
incorporating a grain drier; on the other side
facing Borough Hill are 4 semi-detatched brick
built bungalows and a pair of brick built semidetached houses whose rear aspect faces across
Norton Park. These bungalows are Local
Authority owned. The Millennium seat is situated
here for all to admire the views across the
countryside towards Borough Hi11.

Norton Junction and Locks
As its name implies, Norton Junction is situated
where the Leicester arm of the Grand Union
Canal heads northwards. Here stand a pair of
semi-detached stone built houses with brick built,
tiled roofed outhouses. Alongside the canal and
adjacent to the Watling Street stands the New Inn
public house, next to which is a brick built house
which once had a shop attached. A 20`h century
bungalow stands opposite with the brick built
Lock-keepers office next to it. A small stone built
cottage lies at the Junction reached by walking
over the wooden bridge on the Leicester Arm,
this is rented out to holiday makers.
Remainder of the parish, farms, cottages,
Heart of the Shires
The
farmhouses
are
traditional
Northamptonshire
style
buildings
with
outbuildings to match. One was converted from
the `Kennels' which were attached to Norton
Hall. Two farms lie on the Long
Buckby Road and are traditional brick built.
Along Watling Street lie a further two farms, Ivy
House Farm stands back from the A5 and

Two distinctive styles on the Grand Union Canal

has a `folly' of brick on one side of a barn. Dial
House, an estate workers cottage, has been
restored by the current owner.
The Heart of the Shires Shopping Village has
been converted from barns. It has blue brick
designs in the red brick work, with the original
brick built farmhouse, in the style of Althorp
Estate. Two semi-detached brick estate cottages
were
built
by
the banks
of
the
London/Birmingham Railway. These lie on the
privately owned track from the Heart of the
Shires complex to Muscat.
Muscot comprises of 2 cottages and a farm. The
gateway belonging to the farm is listed. There
are 8 houses and bungalows at Brockhall within
the Parish and these are a mixture of brick and
stone.
On the slopes of Borough Hill lies Borough Hill
Farm. This is brick built but with a painted pink
render. The barns have now been converted into
a dwelling. There are views across the valley
towards Norton, Muscat and Brockhall.
Burntwalls Farm lying off the London Road,
(A45) has been converted into a Guest House,
and is brick built.
Building Guidelines
• Should development be proposed for rising
ground, it must be ensured that
neighbouring properties should not be
overpowered by them.
• All new proposed houses should not exceed
the footprint of existing and neighbouring
dwellings to ensure that existing properties
are not overpowered by them.
• The scale of all new dwellings must respect
that of its neighbours, the spaces between
them, the street scene and vistas.
• The colours of stone and brick should
reflect that which is already built and not
stand out
• Where brickwork is used, the same style
should be maintained and any future
development in the vicinity should reflect the
character of this construction. The use of
Cladding over the brickwork is discouraged.
•

Width between dwellings should not lose
sight of any existing viewpoints (see
appendices at back of this document)

Brick and stonework of the village

• Stonework should not be rendered unless it is
of poor quality. Where the original stone is
sound it should be restored. Stonework
should also not be painted.
• Private security lights should be aligned in
such a manner as to not reflect into
oncoming traffic and pedestrians therefore
posing a danger. Lights should be positioned
downwards onto paths and footways and into
residents own area. They should not reflect
upwards or outwards and sensors, where
possible, should be used.
• Satellite dishes should not be erected on the
walls, roofs or chimneys fronting the
highways wherever possible. Further advice
may be sought from the Local Planning
Authority.
• The keyword must be `Quality'. Developers
must provide high quality design to ensure
avoidance of the 'pattern book' mass look of
buildings.
• Parking shall be provided Off–Road,
exceptions to this shall be where this is
inappropriate to the existing local
layout/design character within the local
area.
• Where new dwellings are to be sited
alongside existing stone walls, these walls
must be retained and incorporated into the
design. They are not to be knocked down.
• Consideration should be given for thatching
a roof instead of roof tiles.
• Proposals to convert existing garages for
other purposes should ensure that there is
adequate alternative off road parking.

Zoos
Two examples showing good quality windows

Guidelines for existing dwellings:
• The style and material used for replacement
windows should match those of the original
building. Size should be of correct proportion
to the facade.
• The use of UPVC windows and doors is
discouraged in favour of wooden windows. If
used these should reflect the design of
traditional windows and door designs of the
property.
• The colour of windows and doors should he in
keeping with the existing dwellings
immediately in its vicinity.
• Developers shall note as a good example the
double glazing used on the Charity Cottages,
thereby still retaining the original windows.

Good stonework - Old wall near Manor
Gardens and Cottage stone wall at Norton
Junction

• Older brickwork must be retained in its
original state, with the appropriate lime
rather than cement mortar being used .for any
repointing.
• Existing buildings shall be maintained using
original or sympathetic materials and details.
• The only thatched cottage in the Village must
retain this feature.

harity Cottages double glazing

In this grouping the top right hand picture shows
good stone repair whilst left and middle pictures
show bad repair work.

Thatched cottage

8. Highways and Street Furniture
For a number of years residents of Norton have
been concerned about the increasing volume and
speed of traffic passing through the village. The
village is used as a `rat run' by motorists
travelling between Daventry and Northampton.
A survey conducted by the Parish Council in
2002 measured some 3000+ vehicle movements
through the village for the 12 hour period 7 am
to 7 pm with pronounced peaks corresponding
to the two rush hours.
Roads through the village have a 7.5 ton weight
restriction, which is regularly abused by trade
and commercial vehicles.
Any new developments within Daventry further
increases concern about the level of traffic
passing through the village. Traffic calming
measures have been sought by the residents for
many years. If any new developments are
approved, which will potentially impact upon
the village roads “developer funded” traffic
management measures will be required to divert
traffic away from the village.
Some of the older houses within the village
`step' straight onto the public footpaths and
highways. Parking is at a premium with many of
the householders owning more than one car.
Parking spaces being limited in particular along
the Daventry Road. Here there is no off-road
parking except on the south side. Any new
development should ensure that current
guidelines on parking be followed.
The Street furniture is a mixture of designs and
colours. Much of the old fabric has been lost
over the past twenty years such as the Victorian
Lights, telephone box, park stone walling, the
railings round the war memorial, and public
house, the walling at Tattle Bank Row Cottages,
and along the North side of Daventry Road
itself. The stone walling by the Church and
along Daventry Road past Manor Gardens are
all that is left from the Norton Hall Estate.
Any new street names should be in character
with a local historical significance, for example
Eaglesfield was named after a Public House
which once stood on the site, Bakers Lane and
Home Farm Court (both named after the farm of
that name and owner of that farm). `Manor

Stepping out onto the pavement - Daventry Road (3rd paragraph
refers)

Daventry Road near Faglesfield showing the old estate stone wall.
(4th paragraph refers)

Gardens' could possibly have been named after
the `Manor of Norton'. `The Broadway' is not
believed to have any historical significance.
Rural England encourages new roads etc. to be
built to standards appropriate to rural location.
The style of any new signs, furniture should be
consistent throughout the Parish.
Highways Guidelines
Expansion of Daventry has caused an increase
of traffic through Norton, and urgently
necessitates traffic calming measures for the
Village on its approach roads. Traffic is twoway with commuters using Norton as a through
route to the A5 and Northampton and those from
Northampton using the village as a route into
Daventry, bypassing the A45 to the South.
• The village would encourage rerouting of the traffic along the Long
Buckby Road with appropriate signage.
A change of priorities by the Golf
Course would be an improvement on
the volume of traffic using the Village.
Making Norton `access only' from
Daventry and the A5 would have the
desired effect of reducing the flow of
traffic and would increase the quality
of life within the village itself.
• It is suggested that a chicane system be
put in place so that traffic leaving the
village has the right of way at both
ends of the village.
• Existing levels of road signage are
considered adequate. Where new speed
restriction proposals are being
considered the village encourages the
use of road markings in preference to
signage.
• A scheme which has painted tarmac
strips at the entrance/exit of the village,
with 30mph roundels at various
locations through the village would be
beneficially welcomed.
• The Broadway should also be
designated as a 20mph zone to stop
traffic speeding down this short road.

• Future street furniture should be in
harmony with the village and
surrounding areas. This should be of
wood, brick or cast iron make rather
than concrete or plastic. Metal items
should be painted in sympathy to its
surroundings (eg. Black, dark green bright colours such as yellow and
orange should be avoided).
•

•
•

•

•

Commercial premises signage should
be in keeping with local village
surroundings
and
sensitively
illuminated.
All power and telephone cables should
be buried underground.
Downlighting should be used to reduce
light pollution and to achieve this the
installation should ensure that they are
aimed downwards rather than partly
sideways.
All street lighting should be the
minimum possible that ensures both
safety and security.
Security lights should be so aligned as
to not cause `blindness' to both
motorists and pedestrians.

Various way markers

Styles of street lights
Wall, post fittings and free standing

9. Conservation: Wildlife and
Habitat

development is allowed the views over open
countryside from Borough Hill looking to the
East will be destroyed.

Wildlife and habitats: Within the village there
are colonies of Brown Long Ear Bats, and
Pipistrelle Bats roosting in Home Farm Court,
Manor Gardens, the Old Vicarage and the
Church. These bats feed around areas such as
sheltered lakes, parkland and woodland edges
behind the Church. Important mammals within
the surrounding farmland include Badgers and
Hares, whilst birds include Buzzards, Skylarks,
Kestrels, Sparrowhawks, Wood Peckers and
Kites. The Parish waterways support a diversity
of species including Frogs, Toads, Herons,
Dragon and Damsel Flies.

Sparrowhawk

Use of land and maintaining green areas within
and around the village
The key areas of open space to be protected
within the village include the village green, the
Churchyard and at least two acres of the field
adjacent to the churchyard and old vicarage..
These areas provide a continuous green corridor
for wildlife, such as the bats that live around the
village green and feed in the parkland behind the
Church. We would wish to see this area
designated a pocket park subject to obtaining
funding from NCC plus the agreement of the
owner. The Parish Council has obtained, through
a section 106 agreement, a community field
adjacent to affordable housing which is being
built in Weedon Lane
It is understood that when the Churchyard is full
it will revert to the care and maintenance of the
Parish Council and at that time it should be
managed to provide and improved habitat for
wildlife.
A key green area which should be protected
from development is that adjacent to Borough
Hill and its Eastern slopes and approaches which
lie within the Parish. These provide clear
demarcation and integrity to the Parish and
village of Norton. The top of the Hi11 is
protected as an Ancient Monument. The sides
and slopes of the Hill (not already developed)
and the open aspects to the East must be
protected, if not Borough Hill will cease to be
the clear demarcation between Rural and Urban
areas and become merely an isolated green park
within an urban setting. In addition if such

Wildlife In a Garden envionment in
Bakers Lane

Greater Spotted

Woodpecker

All Saints Churchyard

Conservation Guideline
•

Where possible old stone walls, road
signage, flora and fauna shall be retained
and maintained to protect wildlife habitat.

10. Guidelines Summary.
This is a collective overview of guidelines
contained in this document, that should be
adhered to in the planning process.
New Development

•

Any new development should be small in scale
with a mixture of design and house sizes.
Landscaping is essential, it should incorporate
using indigenous trees and hedges wherever
possible.

•

Infill development should be designed to be in
keeping with or sympathetic to neighbouring
buildings not be over dense and the height of any
new dwellings should not exceed two storeys.
Developments should enhance the character of
the existing dwellings and where possible ensure
that the building line is not broken by an
inappropriate design. New buildings should seek
to enhance and preserve existing buildings,
ensuring that existing views are not lost in the
process.

•

•

All new houses, within the village, should be
linked to the main drainage and sewer systems
wherever possible.

Building Design and Style

•

Buildings should use high quality, sustainable
design and use materials appropriate
to
surrounding buildings. Stone,when used ,should
be Northants sand and ironstone and not
artificial. Brick should be muted red or buff
facing bricks, (brown lial] similar to those used
throughout the village, especially in those
dwellings which were built in the mid 19th
century.

•

In other areas of the parish the brick should be
of a more muted colour to fit in with the rural
environment.
Any new development by the canal side should
be built in red engineering brick with slate
roofing tiles. If rendered, then the paint colour
should be of a stone/buff colour.

•

•

Design features such as brickwork lintel/ arches
on windows and arrowhole slits and date
plaques are to be encouraged, Building design
should be sympathetic to that which is already
there. Styles such as mock Tudor or neoGeorgian are not appropriate.

•

Height and roof pitch of buildings should be
similar to surrounding buildings, with a typical
pitch of 40-50°. Roofing materials should be
slate or grey matt tiles.. Roofs of garages and

Window designs
."T*`r**~.'
from the late
rv*rt~
1800's to 2005

-a~
Features to be found on buildings in village

•
•
•
•

pitched rather than flat. Where dormer
windows and courses are fitted, these should
also be designed with pitched roofs.
Existing Northants sand/ironstone stone
walls should be retained and maintained.
Hedges should be of an indigenous species
and should be encouraged.
Future new development should include anticrime deterrent features
Affordable housing should not be
marginalised and where possible, be
included within the village itself. We would
encourage these developments to be designed
to look like a standard houses and to the
current buildings regulations.

Village preferences
• It should not be assumed that if a property
backs on to fields, entrance onto the field is
an automatic right.

Roof pitches from 1840's to 2005 - typical pitch
being 40-50°

• To overcome erosion due to gritting and
salting during the winter months, it is
recommended that brushing and pointing of
stone walls should be undertaken on a
regular basis.
Landscape
• Trees and hedgerows of indigenous species
are encouraged on all planning applications.
• Existing trees or hedgerows should be
incorporated into new layouts wherever
possible. Any trees or hedgerows removed or
damaged as a result of development should
be replaced by like species within the new
layout.
• Any development at the village margins
should not be located so as to adversely
affect the existing inward and outward views.
• Planning applications in 2002 showed that
proposed backfill development did not fit in
with the settlement pattern of Norton. Great
care should be taken over any proposal for
backfill.
• Ideally all remaining ridge and furrow
should be preserved and managed
appropriately.
• Any new farm building should be constructed
in an unobtrusive style. of sympathetic design
to its locality material and colours and their
visual impact softened by the planting of
indigenous trees.

Examples of doorways which developers shall
reflect in any new development.

Gateway leading to the `Rose Walk'
of the late 19th Century.
2004/5 new builds.
Iron fencing around paddock near All Saint's Church

The Broadway

Manor Gardens

Garden walling built in 2005 which is in
keeping with the 18th century wall
to which it abuts.
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11. Self-assessment guide

Conclusion

Norton is rich in both buildings and landscape.
To ensure that this remains it is extremely
important to retain the richness of architecture
and overall ambience of the whole village.

In conclusion we must
preserve the best; encourage an appreciation of
our history and environment; and ensure that
all age groups and households stay here by
encouraging a variety of well designed, mixed
size dwellings and appropriate development

To all those who are thinking of making
alterations, improvements, changes and to
your property, gardens, signage, paintwork,
windows, we would ask that you take the
following steps. This is to ensure that you are
not going to adversely affect the overall
appearance of your property and its
surrounding part of the village.
•

•
•

•

•

Look at the front of your property from
some distance noting all the distinctive and
original features. Are there any out of
character with the rest of your property or
those nearby? Next, stand closer to the
property and take note of the details of the
building - this to include chimneys, roof,
eaves, windows, doors, masonary, brick
and stonework, thatch, gables etc. Also
note the colour and texture of the stone and
or brickwork.
Repeat this exercise, looking at the
properties either side and opposite yours.
Ask yourself if the changes you propose to
make will be in keeping with the character
noted above? Could they remove out-of
character elements? How can you change
your proposals to help retain the local
heritage of the village
Do any of your changes take into account
the specific buildings design guidelines
above?
Above all, ensure that any architect or
builder you employ does the same and
understands clearly what is either side or
opposite your house.

If you are proposing a new dwelling, please
refer to the points above to relate to your new
design to its location and setting. Please also
refer to the section on house design to
understand the design features that will blend
with those that are appropriate to the village.
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[Type text]

1) Depicting important views into and out of
Norton Village.
2) Depicting those buildings and areas which are
Of special interest in the village of Norton
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