8.12.2 Guidance on parking is provided in the
Countywide SPG Parking (NCC, March 2003).
Stakeholder consultations have highlighted the
importance of making adequate provision for parking
in order to avoid parking problems which have arisen
elsewhere in Daventry. The effect of limited parking
standards in other areas has been detrimental to
residential character through parking on green spaces
and verges. The development should provide a mix of
car parking opportunities, including on street parking
and parking within courtyards, whilst maintaining a
permeable layout. Well-designed on-street car parking
should be integrated into the street layout, to enliven the
public realm and assist with trafﬁc calming. However, the
level of on-street parking should not give rise to street
scenes which are dominated by vehicles.
8.13
Home Zones
8.13.1 Home Zones should be created throughout the
residential components of the scheme. Highly creative
measures for dealing with the private car will be required
and these should be detailed in Development Briefs. The
Department for Transport, Local Government and the
Regions (DTLR) has given this useful deﬁnition of Home
Zones:
‘Home Zones are residential streets
in which the road space is shared
between drivers of motor vehicles
and other road users, with the wider
needs of residents (including people
who walk and cycle, and children) in
mind. The aim is to change the way
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UK and Dutch examples of Home Zones showing
the multi functional character of these streets
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that streets are used and to improve
the quality of life in residential streets
by making them places for people,
not just for trafﬁc. Changes to the
layout of the street should emphasise
this change of use, so that motorists
perceive that they should give
informal priority to other road users’
(Home Zones, Institute of Chartered
Engineers, 2002).
8.13.2 Within new development Home Zones should
be an integral part of the design of all streets, using the
townscape and street design to slow trafﬁc rather than
interventions such as signs and humps. In this way the
street should be designed comprehensively to provide
an attractive and trafﬁc calmed environment.
8.14

Supporting a Balanced and Sustainable
Community
8.14.1 Daventry is a well balanced town in socioeconomic terms. Stakeholder consultations have
highlighted the need for maintaining this balance when
considering proposed land uses, access to jobs and
facilities, movement, and in and out commuting. The aim
for the urban extension is to achieve a sufﬁcient critical
mass in order to be commercially viable and to be able
to support a range of facilities. The development should
provide a balanced mix of new homes and jobs and
provide a mix of densities. A wide range of dwelling type,
size and tenure should be provided, creating choice, a
varied building form and meeting community needs.
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8.15
Density
8.15.1 In 2000 the Government published Planning
Policy Guidance Note 3 (PPG3) – Housing. PPG3
represented a step change in acceptable development
densities for new housing. The guidance sought to
ensure that developers make more efﬁcient use of
land by ensuring that all new housing is developed at a
minimum average density of 30 dwellings per hectare.
PPG3 also made it clear that local authorities were
advised to reject poor design where their decisions are
supported by clear plan policies and adopted SPGs.
8.15.2 The majority of residential areas in
Daventry are characterised by typically low and
medium density development, set within the context
of the Northamptonshire uplands landscape. The
urban extension should make efﬁcient use of land
in accordance with guidance in PPG3 and current
housing density policies. In the urban extensions a
range of housing density should be provided in order to
respond to local needs and site characteristics. Different
residential densities should be applied to difference
character areas as follows:• High Density development with a range of
attractive squares, spaces and set backs
should be located along the public transport
routes, within local centres and at key
nodes.
• Medium Density housing should be located
close to the higher density areas and within
300m of the public transport route. This
housing should form the core of the new
urban areas and should be characterised

A range of densities should be provided
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by a connected network of streets and
squares, punctuated by local play areas,
neighbourhood play areas and local parks.
• Lower Density housing should be principally
located in less accessible parts of a
development area and on the settlement
edge.
8.16
Mixed Use Local Centres
8.16.1 Mixed use local centres should be located at
the heart of an urban extension, at key nodes and along
public transport routes. They should comprise of mixed
use developments complemented by higher density
residential development above ground ﬂoor level. By
providing a mix of uses, streets can be kept active over
as long a time as possible. Mixed use local centres
providing facilities at a District level should be located
within 1500m of residential properties, and smaller
facilities (eg corner shops) within 800m catchment.
8.16.2 The focus of the local centre should be a
series of urban squares and attractive streets. The local
centre should accommodate a number of landmark civic
and commercial buildings. It should provide the setting
for a range of activities and uses. Community uses
are a key part of any sustainable urban extension. The
provision of schools, health facilities, leisure and sports
facilities, community centres, etc should be considered
at the outset. Community activity should be focussed
on school buildings to ensure sharing of space and
efﬁcient use of land. Schools and other community
buildings, where required, should be integrated into the
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prevailing urban form. Buildings should be arranged to
front the public transport route and orientated to create
courtyards in a contemporary version of the traditional
quad arrangement. The dual use of educational and
community facilities is encouraged.
8.16.3 The mixed use local centre should provide for
a range of commercial land uses. Possible uses include
some or all of the following; small retail units; a small
foodstore; ofﬁces; library facilities; community facilities;
DVD hire; Hot food - take away(s); Off licence(s); Public
house/restaurant. Opportunities for small scale ofﬁce
uses located above the ground ﬂoor, with retail facilities
below, also exist within local centres. In some locations
limited ofﬁce uses could be at ground ﬂoor level.
8.16.4 The urban form of a new local centre should
be modelled on the historic core of Daventry Town
Centre and other local towns. The local centre should be
characterised by continuous frontage development with
a signiﬁcant number of buildings up to four storeys high.
Buildings should either be located on the back of edge of
the pavement or, if set back, under an arcade or canopy.
Within this area other uses such as cafes, restaurants
and shops should be encouraged to ‘spill out’ onto
the street creating vitality, social interaction and visual
richness. By doing this, the urban fabric of the centre
should be made up of memorable squares and streets.
The footways and public realm should be designed to
accommodate ‘spill out space’ for shops and services.

The continuous frontage should only be breached to
provide rear service access by means of an arched
entrance or through narrow gates or gaps in the
frontage. Public car parking within the local centre
should be provided in a number of small car parks on the
perimeter of the local centre, with clear pedestrian links
into the main public spaces. There should be shared
parking between the various non-residential uses and at
a level of provision which encourages the use of public
transport or walking/cycling.
8.16.6 In addition to commercial areas within the local
centre, additional employment areas may be provided
within the urban extension. In particular, provision for
Information and Communications Technology (ICT)
should be made. These areas should be sensitively
integrated into the development and the local landscape.

8.16.5 Servicing and parking in the local centres
should be located to the rear of commercial frontages.
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Active local centres throughout the day and evening
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