8.3
Key Structuring elements
8.3.1
The following ﬁve key structuring elements
should be applied to any future expansion area:-:
1 The need to respond to local character
2 New development should be integrated
into the local landscape through a strong
landscape and open space structure
3 Promote sustainable movement and
connect to the Town Centre
4 Support a balanced community
5 Promote a safe community
8.4
Respond to Local Character
8.4.1
The design of any expansion area should
respond to local site and town characteristics. The
development should connect and integrate sites with
their context and create outward facing pieces of town.
The expansion areas should be organic in character,
responding to local topography, and reﬂecting the
organic nature of Daventry’s historic core as described in
Chapter 3 and Appendix E.
8.4.2
Development for the 21st Century should seek
to develop innovative, quality housing at the cutting edge
of design. At the same time, the new housing should
respect the traditional urban form and historic character
of traditional Northamptonshire settlements. In addition
to the Town Centre, designers should fully analyse the
urban form of nearby historic villages such as Norton,
Welton, Newnham, Staverton and Braunston, and fully
understand the relationship between urban form and
open space. Developers should also refer to any Village
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Design Statements prepared by nearby villages*. The
design should combine the best of traditional design
principles with the best of contemporary design. It is
envisaged that to achieve this, the design coding will
promote sensitive use of traditional building materials
in a contemporary manner. *Developers will ﬁnd other
publications of assistance, such as “The Countryside in
and Around Towns” (Countryside Agency/Groundwork,
2000) and Planning Sustainable Communities: A
Green Infrastructure Guide for Milton Keynes and the
South Midlands (Milton Keynes and South Midlands
Environment & Quality of Life Sub Group, 2004) – both
available from www.countryside.gov.uk.
8.4.3 Legibility and variety should be created through
the introduction of ‘Character Areas’. The purpose of
‘Character Areas’ is to create places with a distinctive
identity, which together will create a strong sense of
place for a particular part of a development. The process
of characterisation for the expansion areas should
build on the approach adopted for these design codes.
Character Areas should take into account a number of
factors which include:• The traditional urban forms and character
of Daventry Town Centre and other local
settlements (eg. streets, squares and
blocks);
• The proposed land uses and in particular
the location of new facilities;
• The pattern of open spaces and
watercourses through the site, and the
location of retained vegetation;
• Nearby buildings and the surrounding
landscape.

(c) Crown copyright and
Landmark Information Group

1900 Map of Daventry
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8.5

Integration of new development into the
local landscape
8.5.1
Daventry has a strong landscape setting
provided by the Northamptonshire Uplands. A key aspect
of responding to local context is the integration of new
development into the local landscape. This should
be achieved not only through careful design of built
form, particularly near the settlement edge, but also
through the creation of a strong landscape and open
space structure, which should be promoted through an
integrated landscape and open space strategy
Copyright Bluesky International Limited

8.5.2
The protection and enhancement of natural
features such as grassland meadows, woodland,
watercourses and hedgerows is a key element in
developing character. The creation of a strong landscape
and open space structure provides opportunities for the
development to respond to the grain of the landscape.
This is to be achieved through integrating signiﬁcant
existing natural features within proposed open spaces
and linear parks. Important tree groups, for example,
should be used as focal points for local parks and
other open spaces. A detailed landscape and ecological
assessment should be carried out to identify these key
constraints and opportunities.
8.5.3
A strong network of open space is important
both in terms of human use but also in terms of
protecting ecological systems and processes. Typical
open space strategies follow the ‘string and beads’
principle where key open spaces and nodes of activity
(such as pubs, cafés, play areas arranged at strategic
locations) are linked via relatively narrow corridors of
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leisure routes or pedestrian/cycleways (“strings”). The
strategy should illustrate how development of open
space facilities such as playing ﬁelds, amenity space and
balancing areas are to be provided.
8.5.4
Open space should be multi-functional
and incorporate ecological assets, balancing areas,
recreational facilities and be linked with routes for
walking and cycling. The aim is to provide attractive
green transport corridors and leisure routes. These
routes have more value if linked into a circular route
for leisure purposes. The emphasis of the open space
and landscape strategy should be to deliver a series of
linked open spaces to encourage biodiversity and nature
conservation interest through the design of a range of
semi-natural greenspaces.
8.5.5
The protection of County Wildlife Sites
should be a key objective of a sustainable extension in
line with policies GN2 and EN23 of the Local Plan. The
landscape strategy should aim to protect and provide
an integrated network of wildlife corridors, providing
ecological, pedestrian and cycle links along key natural
features such as hedgerows and watercourses. These
wildlife corridors should be designed to reﬂect the natural
character of these areas and are to consist substantially
of semi-natural habitat. Balancing areas are to be
designed primarily to encourage biodiversity and nature
conservation interest as well as creating an attractive
environment.
8.5.6
New development should also promote
objectives contained within the Northamptonshire
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Biodiversity Action Plan, and where areas do not
meet any habitat designation criteria, they should be
considered within their local context and their potential
habitat value taken into account.
8.6
Public Open Space Provision
8.6.1
DDC will expect to see appropriate public open
space provision within new housing development. Open
Space should be provided in accordance with guidance
set out in the Local Plan and Policy RC1.
Provision of open space in new developments
POLICY RC1
PLANNING PERMISSION FOR RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOPMENTS WILL NORMALLY BE
GRANTED PROVIDED THAT PROVISION IS
MADE FOR INFORMAL PUBLIC OPEN SPACE
AT A STANDARD OF AT LEAST 10% OF THE
DEVELOPMENT AREA OR 0.2 HECTARES PER
50 HOUSES, WHICHEVER IS THE GREATER.
THIS SHALL INCLUDE PROVISION FOR BOTH
AMENITY OPEN SPACE AND CHILDREN’S
PLAY AREAS, WHICH WILL NORMALLY BE IN
PLOTS OF NOT LESS THAN 0.2 HECTARES IN
LOCATIONS THAT ARE EASILY ACCESSIBLE
TO RESIDENTS. DEVELOPERS WILL BE
REQUIRED TO PROVIDE PLAY EQUIPMENT
TO THE SATISFACTION OF THE DISTRICT
COUNCIL.

daventry design codes

National Playing Fields Association – Six Acre Standard (2001)
Public Open Space

Minimum Size
2.4 ha per 1,000 population

Playing Fields
Children’s Play Space

1.6 ha per 1,000 population
0.8 ha per 1,000 population

Local Area for Play
100m2
Local Equipped Play Area
400m2
Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play 1000m2

Catchment Area

100m
240m
600m

8.6.2
The provision and location of Local Parks
and Neighbourhood Play Areas should seek to ensure
that every home is within 600m of such a facility and
they should form a key focal point within the immediate
locality. Where possible, local parkland/play provision
should be planned in association with the open space
network and should be provided in accordance with
the guidance set out above. Interim SPD Infrastructure
(Adopted September 2004) sets out guidance on
allotment provision. Provision of allotments shall be
determined based on evidence at the time of a planning
application. Assessment will be required to determine
provision. Allotments should be sited to ensure that
they are clearly integrated within new development
areas and easily accessible to all residents. Developers
should also consider opportunities for open space to
be managed in the form of community gardens, Pocket
Parks or Local Nature Reserves. All associated facilities
should be provided including fencing, topsoil, paths, hard
storage areas, services such as water and some parking.
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8.7
Public Spaces and Squares
8.7.1
The open space network should include both
green spaces, and more urban public spaces such as
squares. Squares and smaller incidental spaces should
be provided throughout development proposals and in
particular at key nodal points such as Local Centres.
These spaces should perform an important role in terms
of townscape quality and local identity. They should
also provide opportunities for social interaction, informal
activities and encouraging community development.
Formal squares should predominantly be hard surfaced
areas with a choice of materials and street furniture
which reﬂect their role. Some limited on street parking
should be included to support visitor parking and
commercial uses. The design or urban spaces can also
contribute to trafﬁc calming by changing the alignment of
the carriageway through these spaces and through the
provision of contrasting surface treatments.
8.7.2
The interface between built form and open
space is a key factor in creating quality public spaces.
In order to address issues of community safety in
relation to green space it is critical that all buildings
positively address open spaces. Important spaces
should be orientated to emphasise prominent corner
landmark buildings which terminate vistas. Particular
attention should be paid to the design of these
buildings. Designers should undertake an analysis of
the proportions of prominent spaces within the historic
core of Daventry, such as the traditional layout of the
Market Place, and other local settlements. The size and
shape of proposed spaces should be modelled on these
traditional spaces. The architecture should reﬂect the
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central role of the space and include imposing elements. A
coordinated, high quality approach is needed to paving,
street furniture and lighting.
8.8
Garden Size and Location
8.8.1
In the expansion areas, garden dimensions
will be determined by a range of considerations which
include the density of development of development and
design objectives. Some ﬂexibility in traditional garden
standards is now needed to accommodate PPG3
housing densities. To ensure that land is used more
efﬁciently, garden sizes will on average be smaller than
much of the post war suburban growth.
8.8.2
Front and rear gardens are a feature of many
residential areas in Daventry. Within the Town Centre
gardens are not generally a visible part of the street
scene, and it is only in the suburban/Town Centre
edge areas where garden areas are more prominent.
Within Character Areas deﬁned by mature landscape,
developers should consider the scale and design of
front gardens to ensure that they are in keeping with the
character of the street.

Examples of new development in the UK showing
buildings fronting on to open space enhancing natural
surveillance
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