6.27.9 Seasonal decoration is an important aspect of
enlivening the Town Centre during winter months when
tree foliage is absent. Trees can be effectively decorated
with strings of low voltage lamps. Similarly, Christmas
lighting across the High Street should also be seen as
an important part of the festive season. In design terms
the simple introduction of white light in the street scene
presents a very elegant solution to festive lighting, and
provides a uniﬁed approach which contrasts with the
many types of lighting associated with retail units.

6.28
Public Art
6.28.1 Public art is an important design element which
can contribute to local distinctiveness. Often public art
is presented as an add-on rather than an integral part
of the development’s design. Public art performs an
important role in the public realm by creating identity,
focus, a link with the history of an area, as well as adding
to the cultural experience. Public art installations should
be sited in highly visible locations such as main access
roads, open spaces and squares.

6.27.10 Section 3 highlighted the importance that
Pevsner placed on the traditional treatment of street
lighting in the town and the importance of street lighting
on buildings. Good quality street lighting is an important
element of any urban area and is important both in terms
of community safety and aesthetics. However, lighting
columns may actually add to street clutter and careful
consideration will need to be given to the location and
numbers of columns within the streetscape.

6.28.2 Daventry would beneﬁt from new pieces of
public art as few examples exist in the town. There
is potential for different forms of art to be located or
included within key public spaces throughout the Town
Centre and within public space proposed as part of
a development. Within Daventry suitable locations
for appropriate public art exist in the High Street, the
Market Place, The Recreation Ground, Bowen Square,
the identiﬁed gateway locations and in the proposed
development sites.

6.27.11 Where street lighting is afﬁxed to properties,
the impact on the interior of properties, particularly
bedrooms will need to be controlled to avoid light
pollution and nuisance.

Outside the Conservation
Area a more contemporary
approach may be possible
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6.27.12 The style of street lighting is an important
aspect and should be used consistently in the town
centre to provide uniformity. The following photographs
provide a guide as to appropriate styles of lighting for
Daventry.

6.28.3 Developers should ensure that opportunities
for civic art installations are accommodated within the
development proposals for the Town Centre, as well
as individual public art pieces in key public spaces.
Innovation should be the focus of the proposals.
Particular consideration should be given to integrating
civic art ideas with proposed functional elements of a
development.
6.28.4 The form of the public art can be varied, and
the opportunities for public art can be included into
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signage, street furniture, paving, building facades,
lighting and sculpture. Artists and developers will be
encouraged to think widely about a range of proposals
that could include the following techniques;
• Water
• Architecture
• Sound
• Light
• Sculpture
• Landscape and landform
• Murals and friezes.
6.28.5 Examples of types of public art are set out in
the following photographs.

UK examples of public art
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