6.24
Colours
6.24.1 The purpose of a colour study is to strengthen
the local distinctiveness of the Town Centre. The choice
of colour within our built environment tends to be
arbitrary and often fails to acknowledge that towns and
neighbourhoods are characterised by their own unique
colour palette. A common colour theme can help to
unify a space and bring together a range of otherwise
disparate elements. This is pertinent to both built form
and the design of the public realm. A colour theme can
also assist with unifying items of street furniture in order to
relate to a particular setting or context.
6.24.2 Vernacular architecture often reﬂects the
same range of colours as its mineral setting. Changes in
locality are therefore reﬂected in changes in the colour of
built development. The wide availability of many building
materials for both buildings and ﬂoorscape often erodes
local distinctiveness. The intention is therefore to replace
subjective colour choices with objective colour choices
which help instil a sense of place.
6.24.3 The proposed colour themes build on those
that currently exist in the town. The existing colours
reﬂect the traditional natural materials identiﬁed within
Section 4 and the Character Area details in Appendix E.
The colour palettes below provide guidance on colour
for elevations, ﬂoorscape, roofs, paintwork and street
furniture. Other colours appropriate to Daventry include
the following:-
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Walling Materials
The suggested colour palette reﬂects the colours of
Northamptonshire ironstone, the use of red and brown
brick, and coloured render.
Rooﬁng
The colour palette reﬂects the use of Welsh slate and
red/grey clay tiles.
Paving Materials
The use of York stone, granite setts and kerbs and other
natural materials is highlighted in this colour palette.
Street Furniture
A mid red colour tone has been chosen for the existing
street furniture in the Town Centre. From a design point
of view the red colour theme is to be continued through
out the Conservation Area but through a darker burgundy
colour which will provide a less intrusive introduction of
the street scene.
Shop Fronts
Shop Front advice should follow the relevant guidance
indicated in the supplementary planning guidance on
Shop Fronts. There are many varied shop fronts in the
town with a range of styles, colours and features. Darker
colour values are more appropriate for the historic core
because they imply a more ‘up market’ feel. Ultimately
it is sensitive and imaginative design that will dictate the
success or failure of shop fronts.
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6.25
Planting
6.25.1 Planting provides colour and seasonal interest
to the urban environment. It is a contrast to built form
and should be used to deﬁne public and private spaces.
Tree planting, in particular, is often an integral part of the
quality of the streetscape. In Daventry Town Centre there
is minimal planting which reinforces the urban character.
There are opportunities for additional street tree to
strengthen the landscape of car parks and existing green
spaces. The Recreation Ground and the Churchyard
would both beneﬁt from additional planting as well as key
gateways and nodal points.

6.25.4

A palette of possible street trees includes:• Fastigiate Hornbeam
• Tulip Tree
• Mountain Ash
• Ornamental Pear
• Field Maple
• Birch

6.25.2 The presence of oaks and ash in the wider
landscape provide a guide to the trees which contribute to
local distinctiveness. In addition, there are lime trees and
yews within the churchyard, as well as strong avenues
of oak along Church Walk. These landscape features
should be preserved and strengthened.
6.25.3 In terms of street tree planting, ornamental
species should be used which are able to tolerate harsh
street conditions. Breedon gravel should be used in
preference to tree grilles. Tree grilles are often forced
out of place by tree growth, and can look unsightly if
not maintained. Where the presence of underground
services does not allow the use of tree pits, planters
should be used. These should be properly integrated into
the streetscape materials and constructed of York stone
or Northamptonshire ironstone. Where tree guards are
used, these should relate to the style and colour of street
furniture apparent elsewhere in the Town Centre.
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