6.16

Landscape, Public Realm and Public
Spaces
6.16.1 The quality of public spaces is a key aspect of
urban design. The aim for designers should be to create
a linked network of diverse public spaces including both
green spaces, and more urban public spaces such as
squares and pedestrian streets. Section 3 highlights the
key open spaces which exist in Daventry including the
High Street, the Market Place, the Churchyard and the
Recreation Ground.
6.16.2 New public space should be designed to
be purposeful, meaningful, well integrated, and with
a distinctive identity. Urban spaces such as the High
Street and Market Place have potential to accommodate
market traders, street entertainers, events, in addition
to providing a setting for shopping and leisure. Green
spaces such as the Recreation Ground should
accommodate leisure and play activities, alongside
informal recreation and should provide a habitat for
wildlife and encourage biodiversity. All public spaces
should be multi-functional, should provide for a range of
activities and be accessible to a wide range of people.
All streets, squares, paths, parks and car parks, should
be predominantly fronted by buildings that have active
fronts with a clear distinction between public and private
spaces.
6.16.3 The townscape analysis identiﬁed areas of
poorly deﬁned public space. In particular Bowen Square,
the Recreation Ground and the Market Place are key
areas for improvement in the town, and proposals are
identiﬁed later in this chapter.
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6.16.4 The main streets within Daventry’s pedestrian
core encourage pedestrian priority and allow good
access into the area. In particular, street design should
ensure that all public areas are easily accessible
for disabled users. The surrounding streets can be
deﬁned as the more conventional ‘road and pavement’
arrangement, where there is a clear separation of
pedestrian areas and vehicular carriageways.
6.16.5 For both safety and attractiveness, it is
important that there is a consistent treatment of street
surfaces, related to different functions. Particular
materials should indicate, for example, vehicular or
parking areas within the street. Strong visual unity of
street space is important, so that surfacing materials are
selected from a range of similar colours and/or textures,
but relatively subtle changes make demarcation of
functions very clear.
6.16.6 The movement analysis in section 3 highlighted
the key movement routes and movement generators.
The Ring Road acts as a barrier to pedestrian movement
and this should be addressed through the provision
of surface level crossings positioned on key desire
lines. Through routes, such as New Street, should be
redesigned to increase pedestrian priority and to calm
trafﬁc. This can be achieved through tree planting and
changes in the horizontal alignment of the road. In this
way the pedestrian core can be extended to link in
outer areas of the Town Centre and improve pedestrian
movement throughout the town.
UK and European examples showing a diverse range of
public spaces
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6.17
Existing Landscape Features
6.17.1 DDC will expect designers and developers
to fully assess landscape constraints and opportunities
of a site and mature landscape features such as trees,
hedgerows, local open spaces, water courses and ponds
will need to be considered, by making them key features
of the design proposals
6.18
Parking
6.18.1 DDC has deﬁned objectives for parking within
new development proposals. Developers and designers
should conform to this guidance which is set out in the
SPG for Parking (Northamptonshire Country Council,
2003).

Adopted by:

Parking
Prepared in
partnership with:

Parking SPG March 2003
PPG6 and 13
6.18.2 The possibility of decked parking was a key
proposal in the TCV. The identiﬁed sites are Waterloo
and Lodge Road/Welton Road. It is essential that these
parking areas are well integrated into their surroundings
and respect the context of the Town Centre. Examples
from other parts of the UK illustrate how decked parking
areas can be softened with planting or fronted with other
land uses such as single aspect ﬂats or retail units,
which provide an active frontage on to the street scene.
Daventry Town Centre Vision
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Supplementary
Planning
Guidance

Existing surface parking in Daventry town centre

March 2003
UK example showing decked car parking integrated into
urban form
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6.19
Trafﬁc Calming
6.19.1 Trafﬁc calming is a key aspect of promoting
pedestrian priority. A holistic approach to trafﬁc calming
should be adopted in which the environment is designed
to reduce trafﬁc speeds. Design elements such as tree
planting, gateways and artwork can be introduced to
deter speeding trafﬁc. The careful location of these
elements can slow trafﬁc speeds by limiting forward
views and reducing the physical and optical width of the
carriageway. This environmental trafﬁc calming approach
creates a more attractive environment and can reinforce
local distinctiveness through the use of appropriate
materials and planting.

place and community with movement networks used to
enhance those qualities. The arrangement of buildings
and road alignment , which comprise the urban form,
should be the primary means of ensuring that trafﬁc
speeds are appropriately low. The combination of road
containment by buildings or landscaping together with
small radii corners are the most effective means of
controlling trafﬁc speeds.

Examples of trafﬁc calming measures in Daventry

6.19.2 A number of trafﬁc calming measures have
been introduced in Daventry. The most successful
measures include those where the street has been
comprehensively redesigned to give pedestrian priority
such as High Street and Church Street. This approach
needs to be extended to other areas to establish
stronger pedestrian links such as the Market Place
and the link between the bus interchange and Bowen
Square.
6.19.3 Within medium sized or major development
proposals the internal highway network should be
designed according to the approved Northamptonshire
County Council Highway Design Guide. Additionally,
the opportunity should be taken to incorporate the latest
practice, as described in the DETR’s ‘Places, Streets
and Movement, A Companion Guide to DB32’ issued in
1998. For example this will involve the creation of mixed
use areas where the priority is to establish a sense of
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