6.14
Roof Form
6.14.1 A combination of roof form, building height,
topography and the predominance of chimneys combine
to create roofscape. The rising topography of the Town
Centre increases the importance and impact of roofscape
on the surrounding landscape. Roofscape elements, such
as chimneys, which are a distinctive element in the town
should be an integral part of new development .
6.14.2 Traditional roof forms tended to have steeper
pitches (in excess of 30 degrees) than more recent
suburban development forms. The traditional roof
patterns reﬂect the ﬁne grain, organic character of the
Conservation Area. New development should respect
this pattern, with roofs sufﬁciently articulated to avoid
bland, monolithic and expansive roof forms.
6.14.3 Contemporary roof designs will be considered
in the context of innovative design proposals for areas
outside of the Conservation Area. Rooﬁng materials
and colours should be selected to respect the traditional
materials of the Town Centre. Further details of locally
distinctive materials are provided within Section 4 and
the Character Area details in Appendix E.

Photographs showing a variety of roof forms. The narrow
plot widths of the town centre contribute to this diversity.
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6.15

Architectural Style - Contemporary vs
Vernacular
6.15.1 Daventry Town Centre includes a diverse
range of architectural style reﬂecting differing periods of
the town’s growth. It should be stressed that the Design
Codes are not prescribing vernacular architecture but
are anticipated to strike a balance between the best
aspects of vernacular architecture (usually the harmony
of proportions, especially windows, use of natural
materials and skilled craftsmanship) combined with the
best aspects of contemporary architecture (ﬂexibility of
internal space, the use of light, sustainable construction
methods, energy and water efﬁciency measures, and the
use of attractive modern materials). This could include,
for example picking out key local vernacular features and
designing them using innovative materials.

Photographs showing new development using a traditional building style in Middlemore, Daventry

6.15.2 The following photographs highlight examples
of traditional and contemporary buildings in Daventry
and elsewhere in the UK.

Photographs highlight examples of contemporary buildings in London
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