6.10
Density
6.10.1 The CAA provides details of the prevailing
development density within each Character Area and
this should be seen as a guide for the density of inﬁll
development proposals. New parts of the Town Centre,
particularly those on the lower ground to the north could
be developed at higher densities than those that exist
within the Town Centre at present.
6.11
Frontages, Fenestration and Plot Rhythm
6.11.1 Frontage composition is the pattern of
fenestration, wall material patterns, projecting features
such as bay windows and the broad rhythm, proportion
and scale of frontages along a street. The aim should
be to bring forward development that broadly follows the
pattern of these elements.
6.11.2 Daventry Town Centre has a variety of plot
rhythm due to the presence of buildings from different
periods and the organic nature of its growth. Plot rhythm
is described in detail in the CAA and should be respected
by designers preparing development proposals.

Example of fenestration patterns in Daventry
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6.12
Shop Front Design and Signs
6.12.1 DDC has adopted an SPG on shop front
design and this should be referred to by designers
preparing retail development proposals. Daventry has
a mix of national and regional chain stores as well as
local independent shops. Each has its own shop front
and shop sign. In general terms the same collection of
standard designs can be seen in any market town in the
country.
6.12.2 Fortunately because of the distinctive nature
of streets such as the High Street and Sheaf Street
Daventry maintains its unique character. Unfortunately
some examples of shopfront design have almost
completely obliterated some of the historic buildings they
are attached to. Often any distinguishing characteristic
only appears above the level of the shop signs. Shop
signs are designed to attract attention and in some
places in Daventry are detrimental to the building.
6.12.3 To enhance the historic character of the
streetscape , DDC should consider undertaking an
initiative which seeks to reduce the impact of brash
or garish signs. Sheaf Street and some parts of the
High Street would beneﬁt from the reinstatement of
traditionally designed frontages which relate better to the
overall character of the historic core and respond to the
guidance contained in the SPG.

Daventry Conservation Area
Shop Fronts Design Guide SPG
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6.13
Building Line and Boundary Treatment
6.13.1 The position of the front of the building in
relation to the street is commonly referred to as the
building line. Daventry Town Centre, has an urban
character which in part is created by streets with a
well deﬁned building line, providing a strong degree of
enclosure. The urban character is reinforced by minimal
set backs from the back of footway and minimal gaps in
the street frontage.
6.13.2 In the more suburban parts of the town, which
include semi-detached and detached Victorian and Post
War residential properties, the building line is either
set back from the street or located directly onto the
pavement. Where buildings are set back, a separate
boundary is also provided often in the form of a low wall,
railings or shrub planting. These features contribute to
the character of a street or neighbourhood and should
be respected. Where boundary treatment is required,
every effort should be made to use similar materials and
designs for walls and railings.
6.13.3 Building lines and boundary treatments have
a signiﬁcant role to play in clearly deﬁning public and
private spaces. Where this is left ambiguous there
is a tendency to generate spaces which are poorly
maintained and in turn generate anti-social behaviour
and security problems. In some cases, particularly in
higher density residential developments a small set back
(up to a metre) may be required for functional use such
as the location of bins. These ‘threshold’ areas should
be separately surfaced with a different paving material to
delineate the semi-private nature of the space.
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