6.6
Linkages
6.6.1
It is essential that existing pedestrian routes
are protected and enhanced by development proposals.
Development proposals should provide direct links which
are attractive, well lit, have good levels of visibility and
natural surveillance. Pedestrian links should be designed
to a high standard and clearly deﬁned through high
quality paving materials, pedestrian signage and street
furniture. Seating should be provided at key nodal points
and street trees should be planted to clearly deﬁne key
routes.
6.6.2
One of Daventry’s most distinctive features
are the alleyways or ‘jitties’ that provide pedestrian links
between key streets. These are a much loved feature of
the town and should be protected and enhanced where
possible. Given their distinctive nature, they should be
enhanced through an improvement programme which
includes improved surfacing and lighting. For new
parts of the Town Centre developers should consider
how these alleyways could be accommodated within
development proposals but updated to be relevant to 21st
Century needs.

Figure 6.6: Key pedestrian linkages

Photographs showing existing ‘jitties’
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6.7
Building Type, Height and Width
6.7.1
Respecting the physical massing of an existing
area is a critical part of protecting character. The physical
bulk of the building should be considered in terms of its
footprint, length, width and height. Designers will also be
expected to consider the relationship of the building to
the boundary of the curtilage and street.
6.7.2
Daventry has a range of building forms
including the ﬁne grain form of the historic core to the
more recent large footprint municipal buildings and
food stores. In general terms the Town Centre consists
of mainly 2 to 3 storey buildings with higher landmark
buildings. Designers should respect the prevailing height
of neighbouring buildings on any development site.
Developments which propose higher building heights
must be considered to be of sufﬁcient quality and interest
to act as landmark buildings, and should be creatively
designed to relate to surrounding buildings and avoid
sudden and incongruous height changes.
6.7.3
A particular issue for Daventry is how
building heights in the new development respond to the
topography of the area. The impact of new development
in visual terms is particularly important on sloping sites,
to avoid new buildings and roofscapes from being a
dominant feature of the urban landscape. Building heights
should follow the traditional pattern of development on
sloping land. Tree planting could be used to soften the
visual impact of development on sloping ground.
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6.8
Landmark Buildings
6.8.1
Landmarks, such as distinctive buildings or
features of a building, help to provide reference points
and enhance legibility. Landmark buildings should be
used to terminate vistas along key streets, to deﬁne
key pedestrian routes, and placed at key nodal points
such as road junctions and at gateways into the
Town Centre. The creation of landmark buildings and
important public spaces will assist legibility for both
local people and visitors alike. Developers are advised
to consider whether architectural competitions for more
prominent landmark buildings would be suitable on major
development proposals.
6.8.2
Landmark buildings provide the opportunity
to make an architectural statement by providing a
focus, articulation, legibility and vertical emphasis to the
townscape. The treatment of these buildings should be
in keeping with their townscape role in terms of scale,
materials, style and detailing. They should be carefully
positioned to ensure they are key elements of important
views and vistas. Within lower density development,
landmark buildings should be clearly set apart from
adjacent development. Within medium / high density
development, landmark buildings should be at least 3
storeys in height.

Key landmark buildings

6.8.3
Holy Cross Church is the dominant landmark in
the town, and views and vistas to this building should be
conserved.
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6.9
Key Frontages
6.9.1
Key frontages deﬁne prominent edges to
important streets and spaces and enhance legibility
within a neighbourhood. They are critical to the
appearance of the development. Particular attention
should be paid to the massing and architectural style of
the buildings adjacent to key open spaces, streets and
squares to ensure that these prominent areas have a
building frontage which helps to create distinctive quality
and character.

Prominent corner building (above). Proposals aim to reinstate the Market Place
frontage (below).Backland areas would beneﬁt from a similar approach.

6.9.2
The townscape analysis highlights a number
of areas where there is potential for strengthening street
frontages. These areas tend to be the backland areas
where the distinction between public and private space is
ambiguous. Development in these areas should build on
the perimeter block approach and seek to create active
frontages on to adjacent areas of public realm including
roads, pedestrian routes and open spaces.
6.9.3
Introducing Corner Buildings – Buildings on
corner plots can be increased in height to enhance
legibility within a neighbourhood. Legibility can be further
enhanced by creating strong architectural styles on
corner buildings and emphasising detailing elements.
Higher corner buildings should gradually rise up to
the new height by stepping up the height of adjacent
properties.
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