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Town Centre Design Codes

6.1
Working with Character Areas Analysis (CAA)
6.1.1
The purpose of the CAA is to provide designers
and developers with a thorough understanding of the
context within which they are working. Designers will be
expected to respond to the analysis and use it as a basis for
formulating creative and innovative design proposals.
6.1.2
Designers and developers should undertake
a more detailed analysis of the immediate context to
their site, to conﬁrm and add more local relevance to the
overall character area classiﬁcation. Any such supporting
information should accompany planning applications in the
form of a Design Statement.
6.1.3
The CAA focuses on urban form and identiﬁes
the distinctive elements that deﬁne the character of that
area but does not seek to prescribe an architectural style.
The aim is to understand the structural elements of the
prevailing character as the basis for design proposals.
Unless there are overriding conservation reasons, the
Council will encourage innovative design solutions which
respect the prevailing urban form and enhance local
distinctiveness.
6.1.4
The ﬁrst half of this chapter proposes a range
of thematic coding for the Town Centre and its environs.
The latter half provides guidance for each character area
through the introduction of a series of area speciﬁc design
codes.
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6.2
Land Use/Activity
6.2.1
Daventry has a mix of uses which reﬂect its
status as an historic market town. In order to maintain and
enhance activity throughout the day and into the evening
a range of uses should be encouraged in the Town
Centre. New mixed use developments should include
a residential component to provide activity outside the
normal working hours.
6.3
Urban Form, Street Structure and Layout
6.3.1
The street structure relates to the pattern of
streets and development blocks within a given area.
The urban form of Daventry has been analysed and
compared with the historic urban layout. Whilst much of
the original structure remains, there is a need for new
development to repair the historic urban fabric in the
places where it has been eroded. The character analysis
describes the traditional street and block pattern and
provides details of typical street widths and other factors
that developers should respect.
6.3.2
The Daventry street structure should continue
to be an informal network of organically formed historic
streets with gentle curves, narrowings and widenings at
various places. Development proposals should ensure
that the proposed street structure is integrated with the
existing layout and articulated in the same manner.
Development proposals should seek to maximise active
edges which animate the street scene and where
necessary inﬁll development should bring ‘dead’ parts of
the town back to life.

Figure 6.1: Historic street layout (1900)

Figure 6.2: Street layout today
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6.3.3
Where larger retail units are to be provided to
meet modern retailer needs, these should be designed
in sympathy with the existing character, although the
appropriate interpretation will vary depending on whether
the site is within the conservation area or not. The
following general rules should apply.
6.4
Block shape and size
6.4.1
The historic layout of Daventry consists of a
number of clearly deﬁned perimeter blocks with buildings
facing on to the street. New development should
continue this pattern and where required, should seek to
repair the perimeter block structure. This should ensure
that all buildings have a positive interface with the public
realm, and there is a clear deﬁnition between public
and private space. The shape and size of blocks should
respect the historic pattern found in Daventry Town
Centre. For example typical block sizes are between
60m x 70m for the smaller block adjacent to the Market
Place and Churchyard, to 150m x 250m for the largest
block between High Street and New Street. These are
described in more detail in the character analysis and
should be respected by developers preparing proposals.
6.5
Street width/structure
6.5.1
The proportions of street width to building
height are an essential aspect of local distinctiveness
and should be respected within new development
proposals. Typical dimensions are illustrated in the
character analysis for each character area and these are
set out in Appendix E.
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Figure 6.3: Traditional street pattern

Figure 6.4: Existing block structure
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Figure 6.5: Block Measurements
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