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Townscape Analysis
Figure 4.6 is a summary of the townscape
analysis which was undertaken as part of
the design coding process. The townscape
analysis highlights the following issues:• Listed Buildings
• Landmark buildings
• Other potential landmarks
• Key views
• Street furniture/signage clutter
• Areas of poorly deﬁned space
• Key gateways
• Barriers, creating severance
• Key street frontages
• Areas of semi private frontage
• Areas of poor / blank boundary
deﬁnition
• Signiﬁcant tree groups
• Key public spaces

4.10.3 The diagram indicates the key frontages in
the study area and highlights where spaces are poorly
deﬁned. In particular, those areas with either blank
frontages or with private areas directly fronting on to
public space, such as the rear of Bowen Square and
High Street, need to be addressed.
4.10.4 Finally, the importance of gateway locations
should also be emphasised. The point of entry to a town
is important as it creates an image, either positive or
negative for the visitor. The main points of entry to the
town centre are on the A4256, A426/B4036 junction,
Oxford Street/New Street junction, and the St James
Street/Warwick Street junction. By deﬁning these points
of entry through landmark buildings, creative lighting
and tree planting, an attractive gateway can be created.
In addition, speciﬁc points of arrival, such as car parks,
should also be attractively designed to present a positive
image.

4.10.2 The quality of the public realm is strongly
inﬂuenced by the design of streets and the relationship
of streets to buildings. As well as the need for trafﬁc
calming, there is also a need to address the quality of
the street through reducing excessive clutter in terms of
signage, street furniture and bollards. This is an issue
which needs to be addressed throughout the study area
but is particularly apparent in the retail area surrounding
New Street.
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