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Urban Design Principles
for Better Places

2.1
Introduction/Overarching Principles
2.1.1
The principles illustrated in this section of the
report are generic and are intended to provide overall
guidance to a range of developments within the town.

2.3

Stakeholder consultation principles
(Stakeholder Workshop 2/3/05)

2.3.1

Built Form Principles
• To create a diverse retail experience, to
improve consumer choice and to enhance
Daventry’s destination appeal
• To create a new heart to the town centre
(e.g. Bowen Square)
• To encourage new development that is
appropriate to local context
• To ensure that new building elevations are
varied, interesting and integrated into the
existing street pattern (E.g. respecting scale,
location, use and natural surveillance)
• To promote good quality architecture (e.g.
statement buildings and landmarks, using
energy and water efﬁciently, sustainable
materials and design)
• To promote the use of good quality materials
but retaining a ﬂexible, innovative, creative
approach to new development
• To implement a comprehensive trafﬁc
management scheme for the whole town,
with speciﬁc reference to New Street
• To implement a managed parking policy for
the whole town (on street and off street)

2.2
Design Code Vision
2.2.1
As part of the design code process a Design
Code Vision has been adapted from the TCV.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

‘Daventry Town Centre will develop to become
an attractive and vibrant heart of the town and
wider area, building on its history as a market
town, and increasing the diversity and range of
shopping, commercial, community and cultural
activities. It will seek to provide facilities which
are accessible to all.’
Theme 1 Increase the range and diversity of the
shopping offer in Daventry town centre.
Theme 2 Consolidate and improve public
spaces and linkages in and around the town
centre.
Theme 3 Improve the image and attractiveness
of Daventry by building on its existing heritage
and historical assets.
Theme 4 Create more activities and events and
improve management of the town.
Theme 5 Concentrate on the future for young
people.
Theme 6 Leisure and Recreation opportunities.
Theme 7 Evening Economy for all.

(Daventry Town Centre Vision, 2004)
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2.3.2

Public Realm Principles
• Incorporate alley ways into new
development
• Public art to be a key element of design
• Street furniture to be co-ordinated and
distinctive, avoiding street clutter

• Increase access, use and visual links to the
Recreation Ground
• Lighting
• Reinstate lighting character
• Provide downlighting rather than uplighting
to reduce light pollution
• Signage
• Improve direction signage
• Reduce clutter
• Improve lighting to signs
• Legible
• Creative
• Deﬁne gateways
• Paving - provide a balance of appropriate
paving types continuing the use of natural
materials
• New development requires soft landscape,
especially to parking areas
• Adopt a consistent style to market stalls
canopies to improve the image of the market
• Protect historic buildings and spaces
• Provide direct, surface level crossings at key
points
• Adopt a sensitive approach to shop fronts
2.3.3

Other issues
• Quality of Materials - especially in a
revitalised Bowen Square
• Protect future routes and linkages for
potential future transport systems
• The scale as well as the density of
development on the settlement edge
• Provision for parking - must be
accommodated properly to avoid parking on
verges and footways.
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2.4
Creating and Protecting a Sense of Place
2.4.1
This guide places particular emphasis on
assisting designers and developers to understand the
context within which they are working. A full appreciation
of the overall site context is essential as a starting
point for creating a sense of place. We are fortunate in
Daventry to have a locally distinctive market town which
reﬂects similar settlements in the Northamptonshire
Uplands. The settlements have moulded themselves to
the topography of the countryside. Daventry, in particular,
is set in a prominent position within the surrounding
rounded, undulating hills and views to the surrounding
open countryside from the urban area deﬁne the
character of the town. The historic core was developed
using local materials and much of the historic structure is
still in place today.
2.4.2
Designers and developers should seek to
complement and enhance an existing sense of place by
fully understanding what is contributing to the character
of an area. Architectural distinctiveness and sensitive
urban design is required to reinforce local identity and to
ensure that buildings reﬂect their speciﬁc locations. By
its very nature a sense of place needs to be local, rather
than one that has been imported from somewhere else
through the use of ‘pattern book’ designs or pastiche.
2.5
Respecting Context and Character
2.5.1
Good design comes from a thorough
understanding of place and context. One of the keys
to a successful project is to achieve this understanding
of the physical context through character and design
analysis. The analysis should go beyond the view from
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the site boundary. The site’s context includes the town,
neighbourhood or village. Any analysis work should
have regard to the Countywide Landscape Character
Assessment and to adopted Town and Village Design
Statements.
2.5.2
The CABE publication ‘By Design’ (2000)
and the English Partnerships and Housing Corporation
publication ‘Urban Design Compendium’ (2000) both
contain useful information on urban design issues in
general, and on how to analyse context. ‘By Design’
suggests that the following aspects of form should be
considered in carrying out an urban design analysis;
• Urban structure – the framework of routes
and spaces
• Urban grain – the pattern of blocks, plots
and buildings
• Landscape – shape, form, ecology and
natural features
• Density and mix – the amount of
Development and the range of uses
• Scale – height and massing
• Appearance – details and materials

2.5.4
CABE’s guidance on reviewing design
proposals ‘Design Review’ (2002) also suggests that
an urban design analysis should be complemented
by an analysis of dynamic as well as static aspects of
character. These should include movement patterns
for people and vehicles, a hierarchy of routes and an
understanding of local linkages.

2.5.3
This document takes these elements as a
starting point and provides a thorough analysis of the
character of Daventry Town Centre. Character Areas
Analysis gives designers an advanced starting point
for their own urban design analysis work. Chapter 3
provides an introduction to the Character Analysis
detailing its coverage, its role and guidance on its
application.
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2.6
Key Design Principles (By Design, 2000)
2.6.1
The urban design analysis will inform thinking
about the relationship between the project and its
context. This applies equally to urban design aspects
of the project – place-making – and to architecture.
Designs should seek to create a positive image and an
attractive environment through a combination of a strong
landscape structure, attractive, functioning architecture
and an identity recognised by local community and
visitors. ‘By Design’ suggests the following as the
objectives of urban design:
By Design Principles
1. Character: A place with its own identity
2. Continuity and Enclosure: A place where
public and private spaces are clearly
distinguished
3. Quality of the Public Realm: Quality public
spaces
4. Ease of Movement: A place that is easy to
get to and to move through
5. Legibility: A place that has a clear image
and is easy to understand
6. Adaptability: A place that can easily change
7. Diversity: A place with variety and choice.
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2.7
Character
2.7.1
The approach to any development within
the town, whether it is for the Town Centre or urban
extension, Conservation Area or non Conservation Area
should begin with an understanding of the existing area,
and its design should evolve from Daventry’s landscape
and built heritage. Designers should fully understand
the special characteristics of a particular site. All
developments should respect local context and historical
character as a matter of course and should strengthen
and enrich local identity, character and distinctiveness.
The ultimate aim is to protect and enhance those special
qualities, which make Daventry distinctive. The use of
construction materials and techniques should reﬂect and
contribute to local distinctiveness.
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2.8
Continuity and enclosure
2.8.1
Continuity is to be achieved by using perimeter
block built form with buildings arranged to provide street
enclosure and deﬁnition. The orientation of buildings to
overlook the street provides active frontages/eyes on
the street which in turn provides natural surveillance
and addresses issues of security and community safety.
Public and private spaces should be clearly deﬁned to
create a sense of ownership. The block pattern should
consist of an interconnected network of streets to create
well deﬁned, high quality, street environments.

2.9
Quality of the public realm
2.9.1
Opportunities for interaction with public space
should be maximised. The aim should be to create a
high quality public realm which is attractive, feels safe
and provides usable public space for a range of activities
throughout the day for all people. Development should
be outward facing through the use of active edges and
perimeter blocks. This will take full advantage of passive
surveillance. Buildings should be designed to enliven the
street scene through the creation of street frontages and
entrances and ground ﬂoor windows fronting onto the
street should be employed to provide activity, at regular
intervals. In employment/mixed use areas the ofﬁce or
shop window component will address the street.
2.9.2
To ensure the attractiveness and success
of the public realm, attention to detail is crucial; all
public open spaces on a site, for instance, should have
an identiﬁed use. In turn, well maintained, well used,
high quality public realm should encourage a sense of
community ownership.

Poor deﬁnition of public and private space
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Building frontages should overlook the street

2.10
Ease of movement
2.10.1 Developments should be permeable with
connected layouts allowing safe, direct routes for
pedestrians, cyclists and the mobility impaired. This
will maximise opportunities for interaction and minimise
personal risk and isolation. The emphasis should be on
creating public transport orientated development which
focuses higher densities along public transport routes,
with buildings deﬁning areas adjacent to the main
segregated public transport avenues.
2.10.2 High pedestrian and cycle permeability within
the layout is also important. Development should consist
of a ﬁne-grained network of interconnected streets and
spaces which accommodate walkers, cyclists and motor
vehicles, with segregation of modes onto different routes
only used as a last resort. Linkages should be created
both to adjoining areas and within the development itself.

Active street frontages and connected streets
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2.11
Legibility
2.11.1 Legibility refers to the degree to which people
can understand and identify with the built environment.
Landmark buildings, marker buildings and a clear
hierarchy of routes and intersections are considered
to increase the legibility of development. Building and
layout design, planting and views should be employed
to form visual focal points, achieve orientation and
identity and create legible routes. These matters should
be addressed within individual design and development
briefs.

2.12
Adaptability
2.12.1 New development needs to be ﬂexible
enough to respond to future changes in use, lifestyle
and demography. This means designing for energy
and resource efﬁciency; creating ﬂexibility in the use
of property, public spaces and service infrastructure
and introducing new approaches to transportation
and trafﬁc management and parking. Developments
should be ﬂexible to accommodate changes of use and
circumstances through changing social, technological
and economic conditions. This should be achieved in
terms of building design and the overall layout of streets
and land uses.

2.13
Diversity
2.13.1 Diversity should be considered in relation to
people and their activities as much as to built form, and
public spaces, as built form helps shape the life of a
place but it is people who add liveliness and fun. Variety
is fundamental to creating a place with its own character,
visual interest and activity, so a well functioning place
should cater for a range of lifestyles and activities and
should respond to the local community.
2.13.2 Diversity can be achieved through mixed use
developments, to encourage a vibrant local economy. It
can be introduced through vertical mixes, with residential
development as a key component; by introducing
a range of housing types, tenures and densities
responding to local needs. Varying building heights,
materials and by encouraging high quality architecture to
create variety and visual interest will also assist.
2.13.3 Opportunities for variety and choice, within the
local context, should be maximised and proposals should
incorporate the principles of mixed use development,
including the provision of conveniently located
community infrastructure

Positive landmarks help orientation
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Diversity of shop front treatments creates a strong character
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