1.5
Why produce a Design Code?
1.5.1
‘The concept of an urban design code starts
from the proposition that the design of a new
development can be planned and regulated to achieve
a higher quality outcome. It introduces an increased level
of design control in an attempt to exert greater
assurance over the quality of the product. Most, although
not all codes, are based on the further premise that
there are certain rules or principles that apply to the
process of making or re-making places that can be
applied and interpreted for a given location and then
captured in written and plan form.’
Use of Urban Design Codes, CABE (2003).
1.5.2 There are a number of reasons for producing a
design code. The main reason is to enhance the quality
of design in Daventry through the production of clear
guidance on what type of development is appropriate.
1.5.3 The Design Code will seek to avoid the
piecemeal introduction of inappropriate development that
can dilute local character over time. The code will seek
to co-ordinate development through the identiﬁcation of
local character.

Figure 1.2: Aerial photograph of Daventry town centre
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1.5.4 “Design Coding: Testing its Use in England”
was published in February 2004 by the Ofﬁce of the
Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) and Commission
for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE).
The review examined a range of projects around
the UK where design codes had been used drawing
on a literature review; a postal survey of English
practitioners; six case study projects already
substantially built using design codes; and seven pilot
projects currently in the process of preparing and using
design codes.
1.5.5 The research conﬁrmed that the design codes
were primarily technical. They were not seen as visionmaking documents, but rather as mechanisms to help
deliver the vision expressed elsewhere, typically in a
masterplan or development framework. While it is clearly
possible to code for architectural design/style, design
codes can be style-neutral. Coding for architectural
design in the pilots was extensive and was usually based
on an analysis of the local architectural context. The
coding was usually advisory rather than mandatory, with
the character of areas deﬁned by urban design controls
rather than by architectural design.
1.6
Status of the Design Code/Policy Context
1.6.1
The Government has placed design quality
at the forefront of its agenda for planning. The recently
published Planning Policy Statement 1 (PPS1)
– Delivering Sustainable Development (2005) clearly
demonstrates the importance with which good design is
regarded;
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‘Planning authorities should plan positively
for the achievement of high quality and
inclusive design for all development, including
individual buildings, public and private spaces
and wider area development schemes. Good
design should contribute positively to making
places better for people. Design which is
inappropriate in its context, or which fails to
take the opportunities available for improving
the character and quality of an area and the
way it functions, should not be accepted’.
(PPS1 Delivering Sustainable Development,
ODPM 2005)
1.6.2 Responding to the need for locally distinctive
development, the PPS states;
‘Local planning authorities should not
attempt to impose architectural styles
or particular tastes and they should not
stiﬂe innovation, originality or initiative
through unsubstantiated requirements
to conform to certain development
forms or styles. It is, however, proper
to seek to promote or reinforce local
distinctiveness particularly where this
is supported by clear plan policies or
supplementary planning documents on
design’. (PPS1 Delivering Sustainable
Development, ODPM 2005)
1.6.3
At a local level, the importance of good design
is reﬂected in the adopted Daventry District Local Plan,
June 1997, which states that the District Council is keen
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to promote high quality design. Innovative design is
encouraged so as to create new local distinctiveness
provided that it is appropriate to its context.
DESIGN OF DEVELOPMENT POLICY
EN42
PLANNING PERMISSION WILL BE
GRANTED FOR DEVELOPMENT PROVIDED
THAT:A. DESIGNS PROMOTE OR
REINFORCE LOCAL DISTINCTIVENESS
AND ENHANCE THEIR
SURROUNDINGS; AND
B. DESIGNS TAKE ACCOUNT OF
LOCAL BUILDING TRADITIONS AND
MATERIALS; AND
C. THE SCALE, DENSITY, MASSING,
HEIGHT, LANDSCAPE, LAYOUT AND
ACCESS OF THE PROPOSALCOMBINE
TO ENSURE THAT THE DEVELOPMENT
BLENDS WELL WITHIN THE SITE AND
WITH ITS SURROUNDINGS; AND
D. CRIMEPREVENTIONMEASURES
ARE INCORPORATED IN THE SITE
LAYOUT AND BUILDING DESIGN; AND
E. EXISTING LANDSCAPE
ATTRIBUTES OF THE SITE ARE
INCORPORATED WITHIN THE
LAYOUT WHEREVER PRACTICABLE,
AND COMBINE WITH PROPOSED
LANDSCAPING AND OPEN SPACE TO
ENSURE THAT THE DEVELOPMENT’S
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT IS
MINIMISED.
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1.6.4

This SPD also supports the following relevant
Local Plan Policies which are shown in
Appendix 1;
• Policy GN1
• Policy GN2
• Policy EN3
• Policy EN5
• Policy EN7
• Policy EN42
• Policy HS7
• Policy HS9

1.7
Who should use the guide?
1.7.1
The Design Code will primarily apply to
development within Daventry Town Centre. This
document incorporates the TCV growth sites and
provides guidance for residential, commercial and leisure
developments. In addition, the design principles also
address potential future urban extensions.
1.7.2
It is intended that this document provides an
overarching design code and principles which can be
applied to a variety of land use proposals. For larger
developments and more complex sites it is intended that
this document will assist in guiding the production of
more detailed design and development briefs.
1.7.3
The Design Codes have been adopted by DDC
as an SPD and as such is a ‘material consideration’ in
determining planning applications.
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