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Introduction

About the Guide
1.1.1
The quality of the built environment affects us
all. Whether it is the residential neighbourhoods in which
we live or the commercial and leisure areas in which
we work and play, we are affected by urban design on a
daily basis. Daventry District Council (DDC) is committed
to improving the quality of design and this design code
document has been prepared to protect and enhance the
town of Daventry by managing new development, and
alterations to existing areas, in a positive and proactive
manner.
1.1

1.1.2
Halcrow Group Limited were appointed
by Daventry District Council to prepare this Design
Code. It has been produced to help developers, local
residents and businesses to create places of character,
which respect their context, and which are sustainable,
secure and accessible to all. This Design Code has
been adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document
(SPD), which supports the policies in the Local Plan
and emerging Local Development Framework, and
complements other supplementary planning documents/
guidance. An Area Action Plan will be produced for the
town centre. This will set out new planning policies for
this area, including the translation of elements of the
Town Centre Vision (TCV) into planning policy.

1.2
Consultation
1.2.1
The Daventry Design Codes (consultation
draft) was placed before Planning Committee on 6th
July 2005 and Strategy Group on 21st July 2005. It
was accompanied by a separate draft Sustainability
Appraisal. Consultation took place on these documents
for a period of six weeks from 12 August 2005. The
consultation was in accordance with the Council’s
submission version of the Statement of Community
Involvement. The results of the consultation and
proposed responses returned to Planning Committee
on 16th November 2005 and Strategy Group on 24th
November 2005, with the Daventry Design Codes being
adopted at Full Council on 8th December 2005 as a
Supplementary Planning Document under the Planning
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.

Figure 1.1: Ordnance Survey Map of Daventry Town Centre
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1.3
Desk Top Review
1.3.1
As part of this desk top stage the following
documents have been critically considered, reviewed and
referred to:• Milton Keynes and South Midlands
Sub-Regional Strategy (July 2003)
• Report of the Panel (August 2004)
• Proposed Changes Report (October
2004)
• Milton Keynes and South Midlands SubRegional Strategy (March 2005)
• Local Development Scheme and the
Statement of Community Involvement for
Daventry District
• Daventry District Local Plan (DDC, June
1997)
• Emerging Drafts of the Core Strategy for
Daventry District
• Daventry Town Centre Vision 2021 (The
Civic Trust, July 2004)
• Countywide SPG Parking (NCC, March
2003)
• Countywide SPG Planning Out Crime in
Northamptonshire (NCC, February 2004)
• SPG Daventry Conservation Area Shop
Front Design Guide (DDC)
• SPG Shop Front Security (DDC)
• Design Coding – Testing its use in England
(ODPM, 2005)
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1.3.2
The Town Centre Vision (TCV) 2021 for
Daventry which was adopted in April 2004, published
in July 2004 and produced by the Civic Trust has been
an important source of background information for this
study. The commercial review and retail capacity study
prepared by Chesterton and Donaldsons for this Vision
provided further valuable information to root the study in
the ﬁnancial realities of the commercial world.
1.3.3
Concept Statements or Development Briefs
will be produced to provide development and design
guidance for individual sites within the town. These should
relate closely to the Design Codes.
1.4
The Scope of the Design Code Document
1.4.1
The Milton Keynes-South Midlands SubRegional Spatial Strategy and the implementation of
the Daventry TCV are expected to be catalysts for new
development. This strategic level design code is to be
used to assist in guiding new development in Daventry.
The Design Code will address both Conservation Area
and non Conservation Areas of the town, and additional
growth sites identiﬁed as part of the TCV. General
principles will also be formulated in relation to possible
expansion areas.

1.4.2
In summary, the brief for the Design Code
document was to deliver the following elements:• To carry out a townscape analysis of the
town centre
• To produce a Strategic level design code for
Daventry
• To produce general design principles for new
urban extensions
• To produce design principles for delivering
better places
• To carry out a sustainability appraisal of the
Design Code
• To facilitate a stakeholder workshop and
engage the local community and developer
interests in the area.
1.4.3 The objectives of the design code are as
follows;
• To improve the design quality of
development schemes in Daventry;
• To provide a design code guidance
framework which ensures that new
development respects existing character;
• To provide a framework which facilitates
the sympathetic development of sites and
potential capacity identiﬁed in the TCV and
the emerging Daventry Central Area Action
Plan.
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